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Bishop Tylka Meets with    
Vicariate Members 

Parishes Share Views on Diocesan Matters 
The Most Reverend Louis Tylka, Coadjutor Bishop of the Peoria Diocese, met with 
lay members from twelve  parishes from and near the Pontiac Vicariate, as part of 
his diocesan goal of meeting and discussing matters of importance with various lay 
leaders from all parishes in all Vicariates, gaining a pulse on what the people be-
lieve regarding the Church. Bishop Tylka encouraged the lay leaders “to offer their 
knowledge, wisdom, and passion” in discussions 
and conversation with him in an open setting. 

Parishes represented at the meeting held Septem-
ber 15 included: St. Paul’s, Odell; St. Patrick’s, 
Dwight: St. Mary’s, Lexington; St. Joseph’s Chenoa; 
St, Joseph’s, Flanagan; Sts. Peter & Paul, Chats-
worth; St. Andrew’s, Fairbury; St. John the Baptist, 
Lostant; St. Ann, Toluca; St. Mary’s Wenona; St. 
Patrick’s, Minonk; and St. Mary’s, Pontiac. Each 
parish was represented by two trustees and two 

other parish leaders chosen by the pastor of that parish. St. Mary’s Pontiac was rep-
resented by Trustees Paula Corrigan and Mick Peterson, along with SMS Principal 
Karen Jones and Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper Patti Zehr. St. Mary’s Pastoral Council 
Chairperson Kel Krenz was also in attendance. 

The session opened with a short prayer service, led by Bishop Tylka. Also, Mrs. 
Jones performed the reading and offered petitions  for the evening. 

Parish representatives were randomly selected to share viewpoints on the fol-
lowing four questions:  
1. What do you see as the greatest opportunity for the Church today? 
2. What do you consider to be the greatest challenge we are facing in the Church 
today? 
3. Name the top three priorities 
you are addressing in your parish. 
4. What specific advice would you 
give to your new bishop about 
the Diocese of Peoria? 
 
With the number of parishes in 
attendance, representatives were 
only able to answer 2-3 of the 

questions. However, each parish presented the Bishop with a 
written, detailed response that he will read and follow up with. Fol-
lowing the Q & A session,  Bishop Tylka thanked the people for their 

honesty and frankness in their re-
sponses and spent some time summarizing what he had heard.  He recognized the 
importance of trying to keep as many parishes open as possible, but the facts show 
that the number of priests available continues to dwindle. He also appreciated the 
emphasis on focusing on our youth in parishes, noting that “the Youth are the 
Church of Today, not Tomorrow.”  He told the crowd that changes is inevitable, but 
“what will not change is our faith in Jesus Christ. We still hold on to that truth.,” 
adding “We will plant seeds, but we may never see them grow ourselves. But we 
will still plant those seeds.”  
 
Following the forum, Bishop Tylka stopped by the playground area where the se-
ries The Chosen was being aired and blessed that group getting ready to watch the 
week’ episode before heading back to Peoria. 



As we head into the fall and enjoy the temperature cooling down a bit, I 
must admit I get a little excited for bonfires, high school football, and 
spending plenty of time outside. It’s also good for us to keep sharing good 
news with one another, so here is some of the good news from the past 
month.  

Baptisms and weddings seem to be coming in nonstop right now. So 
exciting to celebrate the sacraments with families. If you or 
someone you know is looking to celebrate a sacrament of any 
kind, let us know at the parish offices.  

We have been having perfect nights outside for The Chosen outdoor 
movie nights the last few weeks. We have a great crew, with 
good conversation and a lot of fun each Wednesday night under 
the stars.  

After 4pm Saturday Mass back in August, I invited the whole 
congregation over to hang out in our side yard and have dinner. 
We had a great time with 10-15 of us whom the Lord randomly 
assembled for some Joe’s Pizza and some great conversation.  

We had a great number of people come out to the theater in town to 

watch Pray: The Patrick Payton 
Story. The documentary was very 
well done and moving for all who 
showed up to see the story of how 
he helped spread prayer into 
family life.  

We had our first RCIA night and have 
nine people who are interested in 
joining us in our faith, and there 
were almost thirty people there 
total. Everyone is welcome to 
attend and learn more about what 
we believe as Catholics. Come join 
us anytime.  

I have been able to meet with many parishioners lately to bless their 
homes. Some have been parishioners for a long time, and a few 
are brand new parishioners. Regardless, if you would like to 
have your home blessed, let us know, and Jesus will make it 
happen.  

Keep praying for those in hospitals and nursing homes. I have seen 
many people in different hospitals lately and was blessed to 
even see a parishioner in a Chicago hospital. While there, I had a 
great time riding my bike for a little while on the Lake Shore 
Drive Bike Path. What a great experience!  

I have been having several bonfires in our side yard which is one of 
my favorite things to do this time of year. Doesn’t get any better 
than a hooded sweatshirt and a ball cap around a campfire with 
some friends.  

 
I pray that you can enjoy this season and find the joy in each day. There 
are many things to be grateful to God for and here are just a few of mine. 
May God continue to guide and bless you today and throughout the fall!  
 
Fr. Adam  

 

Making Disciples for the Mission:  
Good News for September 

The 2021 Annual Diocesan Appeal is upon us, and we will need a parish 
community effort to achieve our goal. Like every parish in the Peoria 
diocese, St. Mary’s is assessed an annual figure that supports not only the 
Diocese itself, but many programs and ministries that benefit our parish 
and our own Catholic community. We know the tremendous positive 
impact that our summer Seminarian JohnPaul had on all of us, just like 
Father Adam was able to do here years ago; that program is funded by 
ADA. A couple of parishioners have greatly benefited from the Newman 
program on college campuses. Tyler Shrewsbury (Bradley) is now co-chair 
of our RCIA program, while Victor Johns (U of I) has totally revamped our 
altar server program. These and others on college campuses get support 
for their Newman program via ADA. The education of future priests (like 
JohnPaul) and deacons (like our own Ray White) is supported by the ADA, 
as well as the Office of Catholic Schools.  Pre-marital programs, evangeli-
zation conferences, and study programs for our youth & adults are also 
funded by ADA 

Our goal is definitely a challenge. To reach it, we will need all of us to give 
what we can. Father Adam wholeheartedly endorses our efforts (“I only 
ask that you do the best you can”); the ministries supported change lives 
for the better. You should have received a pledge card in the mail. DO NOT return them to Peoria. Return it in the collection basket or mail it to the 
parish office. Any amount OVER our goal comes right back to St. Mary’s! Let’s do our part and make it happen. 

ADA Challenge Awaits St. Mary’s Parish 



News & Notes Around St. Mary’s Parish 

 Are you an Amazon shopper? Did you know that St. Mary's 
Church and School participate in the AmazonSmile program? 
The AmazonSmile Foundation donates 0.5% of the purchase 
price of eligible purchases to the customer's selected 
charitable organization. We currently have 66 Amazon 
customers supporting St. Mary's and we have received 
$170.51 from Amazon in 2021. To sign-up, visit our 
website church.stmaryspontiac.org > Stewardship > Amazon 
Smile and click on the AmazonSmile link. Then go 
to smile.amazon.com every time you shop.   

 SAVE THE DATE! These pictures of our 2021 Confirmation 
Class have been posted in the NE corner of the church off and 
on for some time now, and their big day is drawing closer. 
These 26 confirmands will receive the Sacrament from Bishop 
Tylka at a special Mass on Sunday, November 7. There are 
still spots on their board if you want to sign up to pray for a 
particular young adult. 

 Our annual Rosary commemorating the feast of our Lady of 
Fatima is listed above. Come join the Legion of Mary in 

honoring our Blessed Mother in the best way possible. 

 DID YOU KNOW 
that ALL women 
of our Parish 
Cluster are 
eligible to join the 
St. Mary’s 
Women’s 
Guild???? The 
ladies serve on 
various 
committees from 
Community 
Service (e.g. 
funeral dinners, greeters at Mass, Spiritual Development, 
etc.); Human Relations; and Ways & Means (most notable our 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner, for which we always need lots of 
help and Auction baskets, both donations and organizing that 
part of the day).  The year’s first meeting will be September 21 
at 7pm in the parish hall.  Contact Guild President Margaret 
Legner (815-674-9705; madill39@mchsi.com) or Vice-
President Earline Devito  (815-848-2151;  
johndevito44@hotmail.com)  for more information. 
Membership forms are also available in the back of church. 

 

...Education has MANY patron saints? 
 
Last month, we shared with our 
readers four saints associated with 
education in some way. Here are 
another four whose intercessions can 
benefit all students and educators.  
 
1. St. Albert the Great – Patron of 
Science Students St. Albert was the 
teacher of St. Thomas Aquinas and, 
like his 
famous 

student, also became a Doctor of 
the Church. He was an avid student 
of Aristotelean philosophy and is 
also known to have studied the 
Muslim scholars of his day.    
2.  Pope St. Gregory the Great – 
Patron of Teachers Often 
considered the first Medieval pope, 
St. Gregory the Great was a prolific 
writer and staunch supporter of 
missionary work. His most famous 
writing is his Dialogue, in which he 
teaches a young monk about the 
monastic life by sharing the stories and examples of other 
monks.   
3. St. Angela Merici – Founder of the Ursulines St. Angela 
was an Italian Franciscan whose heart was moved by the dismal 
education of the young girls and women in her hometown. At the 
age of 61, after decades of teaching young women, Angela 
founded the Ursulines, the first order dedicated to the education 
of girls.   
4. St. Joseph Calasanz – Patron of Catholic School St. 
Joseph dedicated his life to the education of poor and neglected 
children. He founded the Clerks Regular of Religious Schools, 
and opened numerous schools where poor children could attend 
for free. These schools became so popular that Pope Clement 
VIII helped to financially support them. 

http://church.stmaryspontiac.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/


 

Greetings... 
 
Now that we are approaching the end of our first month of school (which has gotten off to a 
fabulous start) I would like you to introduce our new staff members for this year, who have 
already made a special, positive impact on our educational system. 
 
Patsy Delheimer is our Special Education Teacher. She has a Bachelor of Science in Education 
from Illinois State University with LSB I endorsement, and she has 30 years of experience in 

preschool and elementary special education, most recently in the Streator school system. Patsy has three grown 
children and has been married 38 years to her husband Pat.   

 
 
Our new third grade teacher is Marie Becker; her husband is Matt, and, together, they have four children., two of 
whom attend St. Mary’s currently and two SMS alums attending PTHS. She has a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary 
Education, Illinois State University.  Marie has previously taught Kindergarten and 3rd grade in 
the Joliet school system. 
 
  
Our Maintenance Director is Mark Corrigan, married to Anne, (our First Grade Teacher). They 
have two sons who are alums of SMS. Christopher attends PTHS and Mark Allen is employed at 

Prairie State Tractors and is taking online classes from Murray State majoring in Ag Business. Mark took over in 
early June, and he has really been an asset in helping with the transition in our school.  

  
 
 
Our Evening Custodian is Tim Bassett, husband of Virginia. When he is not at SMS, he is a realtor at Realtor at 
Lyons-Sullivan Realty. This multi-talented man also has a degree in Culinary Art and is a US Navy Veteran. Tim 
also will be working the grounds of St. Mary’s, handling the mowing and snow-removing chores. 
  
 
 
We are so blessed to have the talents of these four people joining our St. Mary’s team. Welcome to St. Mary’s! 

 
Mrs. Karen Jones , Principal of St. Mary’s School 

From the Principal’s Desk... 

... Our Mass times on the weekend are Saturday at 4 PM, Sunday at 

7:00 AM & 9:30 AM.  

... Our Weekday Masses are still at 7 AM on Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-

day, & Friday. On Thursday at 8:15 for SMS ONLY. We hope to get 

things worked out for parishioners to attend that Mass also, but we are 

still taking it slowly with social distancing 

.... Masks are REQUIRED to be worn when attending any function in 

church, especially Mass. 

...Our Drive Thru Communion will continue on Sundays from 10:30-11 

AM ... Parking for Masses on Saturday at 4 & Sunday at 7 can be any-

where on our campus. But during the week & Sunday at 9:30, the 

school parking lot is restricted.  

...Our Masses are still broadcast online- Sunday Mass at 9:30 AM and 

daily at 7 AM. And you can watch by following St. Mary’s subscription 

on YouTube, “St. Mary’s - Pontiac” -or just follow the link sent via Flock-

note or on Facebook.  

... Confessions are held once again in the traditional Confessional area- 

from 12-1 PM on Wednesday-from 6:25 to 6:55 AM on days with 7 AM 

Mass- on Saturday from 2:30-3:30 PM.  

... Adoration occurs each weekday (M-F) from 8-8. With the exception 

of Thursday, adoration has returned to the Adoration Chapel. On Thurs-

day, however, adoration is held in the church; occasionally some of the 

classes from SMS spend time in prayer on that day. But there is plenty 

of room. 



Megan Lauritsen Wears Many Hats 

 

 

To say that Megan Lauritsen wears many hats here at St. 

Mary’s would be a huge understatement. The newest member 

of the parish staff, who came on board in August, has an official 

title of “Evangelization and Youth Ministry Director.” But her 

influence already reaches much further than she may have real-

ized.  

“I’m really glad to be working here at St. Mary’s,” she recently 

stated. “So far, I’ve learned that I shouldn’t worry about being 

bored. There’s lots to do.,” she laughed. 

Megan can be found assisting Tyler Shrewsbury and Kate Rus-

sow in the RCIA program; she’s been seen monitoring the play-

ground during lunch recess at St. Mary’s School; she’s assisted 

Bob Kane and the Liturgy Committee in creating an informa-

tional questionnaire via Flocknote; she continues to organize 

the Marriage Prep team in preparing future couples for their 

big day; she developed the plan for the recent 2nd Grade Faith 

Night held at the church; next on her list is planning the St. 

Therese Novena, beginning September -October 1 (her feast 

day).                                                                                                    

Throw in the facts that she assists Father Adam in ministries 

and continues to familiarize 

herself with files describing how 

to maintain programs in our 

parish, we can see her days (and 

nights) are rather busy. 

Megan has also become the 

leader of our parish youth group 

-IGNITE – designed to keep our 

high school age people active in 

our faith. Before she was hired 

for this position, Megan initiat-

ed a Bible study this summer for local high school kids that saw 

12-15 young people show up. That, and the fact that Megan 

herself was an active youth group member just a few years ago, 

has made the transition a fairly easy one. Youth group meetings 

are Sunday evenings from 6:30-8:30  upstairs in the Parish cen-

ter. 

Megan Lauritsen is trying to serve as many people as she can. 

“I’m excited to learn more and continue to work with the peo-

ple of St. Mary’s,” she said enthusiastically. 



St. Mary’s Ray White Instituted as 
Acolyte on Road to Diaconate 

As mentioned last month, Parishioner Ray White was to 

have been instituted as an Acolyte, one of the major 

steps in his journey to become a Permanent Deacon. 

Acolytes are appointed to attend to the service of the 

altar. An Acolyte, thus, assists the Priest and the Deacon 

at various liturgical celebrations, including Mass; he 

distributes Holy Communion and also instructs others 

who are to assist at liturgies (including servers, lectors, 

etc.). Here are some photos of Ray and his wife CeCe’s 

big day. Congratulations to them both, and we look 

forward to seeing our Acolyte in action around St. 

Mary’s. (Photos provided by Jim & Karen Peissig) 

CCS to Conduct 
Children’s 
Books Drive 

As part of their Annual day of Service and 
with the topic of Child Literacy as their focus, 
the Central Illinois Chapter of the Christ Child 
Society will be hosting a Book Drive with all 
the books collected being shared with young 
people right here in the Livingston County 
area. The organization’s National Days of 
Service will be the week of October 25-31. In 
their effort to promote literacy, their theme is 

Fostering A Love of Reading, To-
gether, with a national goal of collecting 
and distributing 100,000 books to under-
served children. From now through the end 
of October, people can donate either new or 
slightly used books. More information coming 
in the October edition of the Voice 
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 Even though Summer seems to be hanging on, we have enjoyed just 

enough of the tease of Autumn to remind us of events characterized by 
that season. Like high school football. Ain’t nothing like it. A 
COMMUNITY event designed to bring people together through a game 
played by teenagers. The band! The cheerleaders! The crowd noise! The 
aroma of pork chops or burgers! The PA announcer keeping the crowd 
informed...like Principal Jody McLoud from Kingston, Tennessee did back 
in the year 2000... 
 
"It has always been the custom at Roane County High School football 
games to say a prayer and play the National Anthem to honor God and 
Our Country. 
Due to a recent ruling by the Supreme Court, I am told that saying a 
prayer is a violation of Federal Case Law. 
As I understand the law at this time, I can use this public facility to 
approve of sexual perversion and call it an alternate lifestyle, and if 
someone is offended, that's OK. 
I can use it to condone sexual promiscuity by dispensing condoms and 
calling it safe sex. If someone is offended, that's OK. 
I can even use this public facility to present the merits of killing an unborn 
baby as a viable means of birth control. If someone is offended, no 
problem. 
I can designate a school day as earth day and involve students in 
activities to religiously worship and praise the goddess, mother earth, and 
call it ecology. 
I can use literature, videos and presentations in the classroom that depict 
people with strong, traditional, Christian convictions as simple minded 
and ignorant and call it enlightenment. 
However, if anyone uses this facility to honor God and ask Him to bless 
this event with safety and good sportsmanship, Federal Case Law is 
violated. 
This appears to be inconsistent at best, and at worst, diabolical. 
Apparently, we are to be tolerant of everything and anyone except God 
and His Commandments. 
Nevertheless, as a school principal, I frequently ask the staff and 
students to abide by rules which they do not necessarily agree. For me to 
do otherwise would be inconsistent at best, and at worst......hypocritical. I 

suffer from that affliction enough 
unintentionally. I certainly do not 
need to add an intentional 
transgression. 
For this reason, I shall, "Render 
unto Caesar that which is 
Caesar's," and refrain from 
praying at this time. However, if 
you feel inspired to honor, praise 
and thank God, and ask Him in 
the name of Jesus to bless this 
event, please feel free to do so. 
As far as I know, that's not against the law----yet." 
 
Folks, this was over 20 years ago...and this message still rings true, 
doesn’t it? Seems like we have taken a huge step backwards...maybe 
even a couple of steps...maybe even a whole lap around the 
track...Makes you think about our priorities, doesn’t it? Makes you think 
what happened next at that game, doesn’t it? 
 
...AND...one by one, the people in the stands bowed their heads, held 
hands with one another, and they began to pray. They prayed in the 
stands..... They prayed in the team huddles..... They prayed at the 
concession stand..... 
And they prayed in the announcer's box..... The only place they didn't 
pray was in the Supreme Court of the United State's of America - the seat 
of "justice" in the one nation under God. 
Somehow, Kingston, Tennessee, remembered what so many have 
forgotten..... we are given the Freedom OF Religion, not the Freedom 
FROM Religion. 
 
Twenty years ago, Kingston, Tennessee, got it right. We can too, by 
remembering the second half of that Bible verse...” (Render) to God the 
things that are God’s.” Thanks to Father David for bringing this story to 
our attention. Principal Jody McCloud scored a huge Touchdown that 
night. With God’s grace and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may we have 
the desire to score our own Touchdowns too! 


