A Sense of Normalcy
We welcome ALL of our parishioners back. For the first time in
the past six months, St. Mary’s parishioners are getting the
parish newsletter mailed to your homes. For the last couple of
months, we have produced our own version of the VOICE and
shared with our Flocknote friends online, but with this issue,
we returning to a sense of normalcy in our parish by reaching
as many people in our parish as possible. We apologize for not
being able to provide everybody with all the happenings at St.
Mary’s during the past six months, but rest assured, we will do
our best from this point on to do our part in keeping all of you
well informed. We’re sure we will all remember 2020 as one of
the most challenging years ever. But we have light at the end
of this tunnel. Just keep reading through this issue.
And so, welcome back to the newsletter and welcome back to
news itself.
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO THE VOICE! This issue marks the 20th anniversary of the VOICE. Even though our
weekly bulletin had been very
resourceful through the years,
Monsignor Thomas Mack, from input
provided by the Strategic Planning
Committee at the time, felt the need to
further communicate with our
parishioners, especially those who
never received a bulletin for one reason
or another.
Under the auspices of Dave Mishur,
with the input of the late Mary
Fasnacht, SMS Principal Sharon Warfield, and Lisa M. Martin, among others, our first issue (6 pages long) was
mailed to the parishioners around this time in the year 2000. And in the last twenty years, the VOICE has
tried to provide the parishioners of St. Mary’s news about our Catholic religion, our clergy, our school, social
events in our parish, commentary about issues, and as many pictures as we could to supplement any and all
stories.
With the support and guidance of our parish priests, our mission continues to be the same as our parish’s—
to lead people of all ages to Christ and doing our part to make disciples. Since that early beginning, we have
had many contributors to this publication, people who have shared their talents in one way or another to
provide much needed information in this chaotic world. Whether you have been a writer– both lay and
religious, a photographer, an editor, an ad developer, our parish secretary, or one of those special ladies
who meet once a month to do the actual mailing, we say “Thank you!”
But the biggest THANKS goes to our readers, the parishioners of St. Mary’s! Without your feedback, without
your genuine interest, without your continued support, our efforts would be in vain. Please continue to pray
for this staff, and let’s hope that the VOICE will be heard for the next twenty years.

Making a Comeback
When Michael Jordan came out of retirement in 1995 to return to the
NBA, do you think he was nervous? Do you think behind the two-word
fax announcement stating "I'm back" there was trepidation or at least a
few butterflies in his stomach? I mean, when you retire from basketball
as the G.O.A.T (greatest of all time), there have to be some lofty
expectations when you return, right?
While the comebacks I've made in my life are nowhere near as newsshattering as MJ's, I appreciate what it's like to make a comeback. Some
comebacks are big, while others are smaller. Many of us have
experienced coming back to work after a vacation. We wish that last
day of vacation would extend into perpetuity. I stayed at home with our
children after they were born and was able to work from home for
nearly 15 years. Making a comeback to a job outside the home a little
over a year ago was an adjustment. Maybe you have returned to a job
after maternity leave and felt the heart pangs of that comeback.
The comebacks aren’t always physical comebacks. After some funerals
in our family, I remember the emotional courage it took to make a
comeback to attend another funeral. Coming back to that emotional
state of loss and sadness is tough.
I believe we are all experiencing our own comebacks, especially during
this time. I remember working up the courage to go on a grocery run
during the stay-at-home order this spring. It was a grocery comeback!
Teachers and children have made the comeback to school. Maybe you
made the comeback to church a couple months ago, or maybe it was
more recently, or maybe you are still thinking about when that time will
be.
Comebacks can be physical, emotional, intellectual, or spiritual. No
matter the type or size of the comeback, they all require a nudge. An

inner nudge that gently (or sometimes forcefully!) tells us that it’s the
right time to do something.
I’ve observed that comebacks go more smoothly when I know I’m not
alone. Thank God for family and friends! But there have been those
times when it feels like it’s just me. I’m the only one that can help
myself. Or I tell myself that I’m the only one feeling this way or
experiencing this type of comeback.
But that is not true.
There is this thing called Grace that is there to help us with our
comebacks. You can’t see it, but you know it’s there. God’s Grace helps
us with our comebacks. Supernatural Grace from a supernatural Creator
is what strengthens us and allows us to navigate the rough waters of a
comeback. “Grace is favor; the free and undeserved help that God gives
us to respond to His call…” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1996).
No matter the comeback taking place in your life right now, remember
the gift of Grace that is there for the taking. Listen to that nudge that
God is placing on your heart. And don’t do it alone. Make a comeback
with Grace.
Alison Tarr

Pontiac Christ Child Society Hosts Meeting
The Pontiac Circle of the Christ Child Society hosted a Quarterly Meeting for the Chapter
and all members on August 19, with guests representing Circles including Bloomington/El
Paso, Peoria, & Pontiac.
After Mass offered by Spiritual Director Father John Verrier and a sack lunch, the group
discussed the book Consecration of St. Joseph, led by Father John. During the business
meeting, it was reported that 115 layettes had been distributed to area hospitals, which is
very low from previous years, due to the Virus, and the fact that hospitals were not
wanting anything brought in. In addition, 10 layettes were delivered to St. James Hospital,
since some of the restrictions were being lifted.
The Chapter for CCSCI, (Christ Child Society of Central IL), is housed at the Family Resources
Center, lower level, in Peoria. The Pontiac Circle hosts this quarterly meeting every two
years, and we always look forward to the opportunity to do so. Due to the now historical
pandemic of COVID-19, everyone was required to wear masks and practice social distancing, with which everyone complied.
The Pontiac Circle is back to our regular meeting times: 2nd & 4th
Thursday of each month and is listed in the bulletin, as a reminder. We
welcome visitors, and love to show our workshop at the Parish Hall,
Rosary Room. We do ask that any who may be visiting be sure to wear
the masks and practice distancing, as long as it is required to do so. It
will be posted on the door as a reminder as well. For more information
or donations, cash, or check made out to: CCSCI, pay for a membership
of $40 year, which helps cover other costs for layettes, or how you can
become involved, please contact Shari Paris, 815-419-8620. Texts are
okay, too. Thank you for your support!

News Around St. Mary’s Parish
•

•

Many of us have been missing the tradition of blessing
ourselves with Holy Water as we enter the
church. Thanks to the generosity of a St.
Mary’s parishioner, small bottles of Holy
Water were made available for the taking at
the September 12 & 13 Masses. Quantity
was limited; first come, first serve. They
were gone very quickly. If you missed out on
•
these bottles, you are welcome to fill your
own small container with Holy Water from
the vessel near the Sacristy. Prayers of
Thanksgiving for this generous donation!
Eucharistic Adoration has resumed at St. Mary’s, and little
by little, we are working to cover
each day and each hour. To
begin with, we have
Wednesdays covered from 8am
until 8pm. Following the original
Adoration plan, we are seeking
two adorers per hour of
Adoration. Once we have two
adorers per hour from 8am until
8pm on Wednesdays, we will
seek adorers on Mondays from
8am until 8pm. We will continue
this stepwise plan for every day of the week.
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed on the altar so that
we have sufficient space for adorers. Additionally, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation will continue in the Adoration
Chapel for the time being.

Saturday, April 17, 2021. For
those who have already
purchased tickets, thank you
for your support. If you are
interested in purchasing a
ticket, contact Danielle Gill
at gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org for more information.
Looking for some help at our Masses with greeting &
ushering. Here’s the link to the Signup. All of the details for
duties are explained on the site. https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baaaf2ba46-greeters

...That our Weekday Masses are at 7
AM on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, & Friday? On Thursday
at 8:15 for SMS
ONLY?
...That our Drive Thru Communion will
continue on Sundays from 10:30-11 AM?
...That Parking for Masses on Saturday at 4
& Sunday at 7 can be anywhere on our
campus? But during the week & Sunday at 9:30, the school
parking lot is restricted?
...That Masses are broadcast online? Sunday Mass at 9:30 AM
and daily at 7 AM? And you can watch by following St. Mary’s
subscription on YouTube, “St. Mary’s - Pontiac”? Or just follow
the link sent via Flocknote or on Facebook?

If you would like to spend an hour with Jesus or share an
hour with someone, please contact Darlene DeMattia at
815-674-2375 or the Parish Center at 815-844-7683.
Thank you for your patience as we resume this beautiful
ministry. We look forward to having the Blessed Sacrament
present again for you to spend time in Adoration with our
Lord.

DRAWDOWN UPDATE
•

Each year our St. Mary's teacher-parent organization
(TAPS), hosts a dinner and DrawDown for cash prizes, at
Pontiac Elks Lodge. Due to the pandemic, our 29th annual
DrawDown was postponed from April 2020 to October
2020. Unfortunately, we are forced to reschedule once
again. Our 29th annual DrawDown will now be held

• ...That our Mass times on the
weekend are Saturday at 4 PM,
Sunday at 7:00 AM & 9:30 AM?

...That Confessions are held in the
Adoration Chapel currently due to
social distancing? From 12-1 PM on
Wednesday? From 6:25 to 6:55 AM on
days with 7 AM Mass? On Saturday
from 2:30-3:30 PM?
... That the Church is open for quiet time and prayer until 8 PM?
...that St. Mary’s has taken every precaution for its parishioners
to keep them safe as we continue through this pandemic? That
sanitizer is available? That social distancing is practiced with our
seating arrangements? That pews are wiped down after every
time they are used? That masks are required?
....that we miss you?

WELL, NOW YOU KNOW!!!!

“LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF!”
Former St. Mary’s Student Shares Before Leaving for College
EDITOR’S NOTE: Before he left for college, Carson Gregory asked
Father Adam for the opportunity to speak to the people of St.
Mary’s, sharing thoughts and lessons he had learned as he grew up.
He spoke at the end of the 9:30 Mass in late August, and his words
were so inspiring, we felt the need to share them with all our
parishioners. Thank you Carson and good luck!
Good morning. My name is Carson Gregory. I was born
and raised in St. Mary’s, attending the school from kindergarten
through eighth grade. The St. Mary’s community has helped me
grow and mature, persevere and recover. From the beginning, I
have learned, and I will always continue to learn. I will be
continuing my education at Loras College, a Catholic school in
Dubuque, Iowa. However, as I am moving to the next stage in my
life, I wanted to share a few thoughts with you.
One of my favorite verses in the Bible is Matthew 22:39.
As Jesus is talking, he says the second greatest commandment,
after loving God with all your heart, is to “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Growing up in such a divisive world, it is now more
difficult than ever to follow this commandment. However, the
greatest challenges come with the greatest rewards, and the
reward for following this commandment is the world becoming a
better place. But what all goes into loving your neighbor as
yourself? As it turns out, I have learned quite a few things here
throughout my short life.

The first is kindness. It may seem simple, but treat other
people as you yourself want to be treated. We are incredibly
biased people, but we must realize that after the game, the king
and the pawn go in the same box. We are not really that different
than those around us, so why would we treat anyone else any
different than we would treat ourselves? I think it is safe to say
that we all want to be treated with kindness and respect. After all,
joys in the world shared with others are multiplied, while sorrows
we share with others are halved.
Next comes charity. We must give ourselves to the world
without fear. God provides for all, but God’s providing for some
may come through us. Scripture tells us that if we always give, we
will always have. We ourselves may rise when we lift others.
Charity is never an act of pity, but of love. Charity doesn’t just
have to be money. More times than not, charity is given by
lending an ear, helping someone get through a tough day, or just
easing the burden of the crosses other people carry.
Third is compassion. Bob Thurman once said, “Until you
have real compassion, you cannot recognize love.” If we want to
be truly happy, we must not be anything less than what we are
capable of being. That being said, we are compassionate
creatures made to love, and we will never be happy until we fulfil
that God-given need.

Next
comes one of the
most important
tenets, and that is
forgiveness. We
constantly expect
others to be perfect
while we give
ourselves time to
grow. Maya
Angelou said, “It’s
one of the greatest
gifts you can give
yourself, to forgive.
Forgive everybody.”
Truthfully, all time
spent angry is time
lost being happy. In
a world full of
darkness, it is better to light a candle than to curse that darkness.
Most of the things we get angry over are unimportant when they
happen and even more unimportant in the grand scheme of
things. Most unhappiness comes not from what makes us angry,
but our own thoughts about it. By forgiving, we let those thoughts
go and are able to more fully and deeply love our neighbors.
Furthermore, we must be willing to forgive ourselves. We can feel
guilty about the past, or apprehensive about the future, but the
only moment we have to act is now. Why be angry or sad when
we can forgive and
move on?
After we
forgive, we must be
grateful for all that we
have and for every
opportunity afforded to
us by God. Bad things
must be like words
written in the sand, and
good things like words
written on stone. All the
bad in the world should
not bother us, or else
we would never be
happy. Instead, when
we are thankful for all
that makes up our life,
we will not harbor hate, but only love and joy. We can either share
hate, or love and joy. The choice is ours.
Finally, we must have faith. We must have faith in God,
but we must also have faith the world is not a truly bad place. We
must have faith in our neighbors, that all people have good in
them, and that all people are trying their best. Just as faith must
be chosen again and again, fear must be overcome again and
again. When we are not afraid of the world and believe in those
around us, it becomes impossible to be anything but loving.
I am young, dumb, and still growing, but I have learned
that kindness, charity, compassion, forgiveness, gratitude, and
faith make up the core of not only Christianity, but a meaningful
and deep life itself. God instructed us to love our neighbors.
Thank you for helping to mold me these past eighteen years into
the man standing before you today. You have taught me to love,
but we all must not forget how and why we must love each other.
Let us close with John 15:12, “This is my commandment, that you
love one another as I have loved you.”

2020 ANNUAL
DIOCESAN
APPEAL
Today the 2020 Annual Diocesan
Appeal begins in our parish and
throughout the Diocese of
Peoria. It is time for us to do what we can to support not only
our Diocese but the programs and ministries that benefit our
parish and our Catholic community. The ADA supports the
education of our future priests and deacons as well as the
Office of Catholic Schools. It supports ministries that change
lives for the better. We are blessed with much; let us be a
blessing to others.
This year’s goal: $79,885
(Last year’s goal was $83,206)

Watch your mail this week for a letter from Fr. Adam
and your pledge card. Pledge cards can be placed in the
collection basket at church or mailed to the parish
office. All checks should be made payable to the
Diocese of Peoria.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
DRIVE-THRU FISH FRY
Friday, October 2 5:00-7:00 pm
Fried cod dinner with sides
To schedule a pick up time, please call
Grand Knight Bill Bertram at 815-690-7072.
A call is greatly appreciated but not required.
Enter the parking lot from the north on
Chicago Street and
follow the cones
for car side service.
Freewill donations
will be accepted.

Given the current Phase 4 guidelines, St. Mary's is unable to offer Come and See in the same capacity as last year. As you are aware, gatherings must be 50 or
fewer people, with social distancing enforced, food serving restrictions are very rigid, and childcare is also a hurdle. As a result, St. Mary's will be offering a
"traditional" RCIA class for those interested in learning more about the Catholic faith and becoming Catholic. This will allow us to keep the gathering size under 50.
No food will be served, and childcare will not be provided. The nightly topics will follow very closely with Come and See's schedule from last year. For those
interested, we plan on livestreaming each RCIA session for viewing from home or elsewhere. Classes began on September 16.

To Know. To Love. To Serve.
Greetings,
Have you ever thought about a specific day of the week and the memories it invokes? When
our children lived at home, Saturday nights were spent at home building a fire and making
s'mores; sometimes it would just be us, other times friends would join us. We always looked
forward to this night. Another night that stands out are Wednesdays. This was the one day of
the week where you knew it was “church night.” There weren't any meetings or practices.
This was the one night where, as a family, you ate supper together and just hung out. We
have started “Wednesday Rewind” this year at St. Mary’s by having no homework on any
Wednesday. If the pandemic has taught me anything, it is the need to slow down and count
my blessings and be grateful to have had a chance to spend it with my husband. Our own kids
are grown and gone, but the memories of Saturday night fires and Wednesdays for church
and family are something I will never forget.
Many blessings,

Mrs. Karen Jones - Principal St. Mary’s School

Meet our New Staff
Mrs. Mary Helen
McCorvie, Kindergarten
teacher

• Bachelor of Science in
Elementary Education,
Illinois State University

• One grown son, two grandchildren, and two
pet cats

Mrs. Taryn Tissiere,
Paraprofessional at
Little Disciples
Preschool

• Bachelors of Science

in Secondary
Education, Eastern
Illinois University

• Bachelor of Science

in Psychology from
Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville

• Over 40 years teaching
elementary school, first
year at St. Mary's

Mrs. Danielle
MacZura,
Paraprofessional at
Little Disciples
Preschool

• St. Mary's alum
• Married for 10 years with two boys, both

• SMS Alumni, Class of
1999

• Married 12 years with 2 children, both at SMS

attending St. Mary's this year

Your Chance to Win! Quick Draw Raffle Begins
Each year our teacher-parent organization (TAPS), launches a
quick draw raffle fundraiser at the start of the school year. Your
purchase of a $20 ticket enters you into 48 cash drawings
throughout the school year. If you win one of our drawings,
your ticket number goes back into the raffle and you can win
again! EVERY TICKET IS IN EVERY DRAWING!
The profit from this fundraiser supports our school in a variety
of ways. In recent years funds have been used to purchase
Chromebooks, textbooks, playground equipment, smart
boards, and lab tables to name a few.
Support the students of St. Mary's School and purchase your
ticket today! Tickets are available in the school office.
For more information, contact Amanda Lauritsen
at lauritsen.amanda@stmaryspontiac.org.

Making Disciples
for the Mission:
Praying for 50!
Despite all the challenges and difficulties going on all over our world
right now, I believe that God is doing something amazing in the middle
of it. What we are going through is difficult. We do not have to look far
to see evidence of how much turmoil there is in the world right now. In
these times, it takes a little bit more digging to see the good that is
happening, but it is happening. It is happening right in front of us. Most
importantly, souls are growing closer to Jesus and His Church in this
time.
God is drawing hearts and minds to Him right now, and I want to share
some of the exciting ways it is clear to me and share some with you.



Did you know that
of the children in our
school at St. Mary’s, 17%
of our children have
been baptized into the
Catholic faith while they
were students at St.
Mary’s? That is a lot of
children who have been
given the greatest gift
we receive – the gift of
becoming beloved sons
and daughters of our
Father in heaven
through baptism.



Did you know that 2019 was the first year in at least 15 years (as
far back as I have a record) where our numbers of attendance at
Sunday Mass did not decrease? The downwards curve has leveled
and now can begin to move upwards. That is a big sign of
something happening at St. Mary’s in a time when that is rarely the
case.



Did you know that we have had 34 baby baptisms at St. Mary’s
since this time last year (that’s not including those baptized in
RCIA)?



Did you know that we had 25 children receive their First Holy
Communion this year?




or back into
relationship
with Jesus and
our Catholic
faith. I would argue that is a pretty conservative number.
All of that is due to each of you going out and committing to the call to
“go and make disciples of all nations.” No one person can do that on
his/her own. It takes a whole community who knows and loves God and
His Church! Great work everyone!
I believe that God cannot be outdone in generosity. A pandemic would
seem to be a difficult time to reach more souls for Jesus. However, my
argument is that there is no better time to reach souls for Jesus. Our
world has been humbled by this pandemic, and many in the world are
searching for answers. The Good News is that the answer is right here –
Jesus Christ and His Church!
Hearts and minds are open right now in a way they have not always
been. People are searching for answers, and we have the answer. That
is why I am praying to God specifically for 50 souls to come back to our
faith or join our faith this coming year. I ask you to join with me in this
mission of prayer to bring 50 souls to Jesus. Please pray daily for this,
and I know God will supersede our expectations as He did last year.

I would also ask that you pray about 1 or 2 people that you could invite
back to our Catholic faith or invite for the first time in this coming year.
God is going to do big things in this year. He always does His greatest
Did you know that 10 people joined our Catholic faith at St. Mary’s work in the middle of the most challenging times.
this year?
Did you know that I can quickly draw up 20 brothers and sisters
who have returned to our Catholic faith this past year after some
time away?

For a couple of months last year, we prayed for 25 people to join us or
come back to Jesus and their Catholic faith at St. Mary’s. If we simply
take the 34 baptisms since September of last year, the 10 people who
became members of our faith as adults, and 20 names (there are more)
that have returned to our faith, God brought 64 souls into relationship

Join with me in praying for 50 people to join us in the mission to make
disciple for Jesus and His Church – the most important mission that any
of us will ever receive!
God bless you and keep up the great work!
Yours in Christ,
Father Adam

From The Back Page
My wife Carole and
I like to pull weeds.
Weird, right? In fact,
Carole likes it even
more than I do, and
her older brother
Richard likes it even
more than she
does. Invariably,
when they talk on
the phone, the
subject of weedpulling will come up
sooner rather than
later almost every time. They laugh about their cousin Syd who lives up in
Michigan and is a member of a group of people who go around their town
to find the weediest spot and eliminate those violators. They even give a
prize to the one who pulls a weed with the longest root!!!!
We especially love the challenge of the garden or bush area overrun with
growth from radical or explosive weeds and vines. Cutting them off at the
base, pruning branches as necessary, using a little hoe to dig under the
dandelions, or just getting on our hands and knees and grabbing those
rascals by their roots to eliminate them can often restore the beauty that
was intended when planting occurred.
Our lives are much like the garden infested with weeds. Our goal is to
create a spirit of well-being and satisfaction that we can enjoy each and
every day. We want “the good life,” one in which we reach our potential
and provide our families with as much joy and happiness as possible.

by Mick Peterson
away from realizing our spiritual goal of living the type of life that gains us
eternal life. He’s planted the Relativism Weed, the “you really don’t need
to worship God” weed, the “Nobody else is going to Mass on Sunday, why
should you?” weed, the “Sacraments? What Sacraments?” weed, and the
“I can show you the world; do it MY way” weed. We have the “Jealousy”
weed; the “Envy” weed; the “Excuses” weed; the “Laziness” weed; and the
“Anger” weed. You get the picture.
Whether it’s the backyard garden, our physical life “garden,” or our
spiritual life “garden,” the problem remains the same. If we don’t eliminate
those weeds, our gardens will be choked, and all the life will come out of
them. We have to fertilize; we have to prune and trim and hoe; and we
have to sometimes get
down on our hands and
knees and dig those nasty
things out, because some
of those roots are very
long. In our spiritual lives,
those first two techniques
can be compared to
perhaps reading the Bible
more or even a book on
the Saints. But the last one
gets right to the crux of the
matter – on our knees...to
pray.

Prayer is the best way to eliminate spiritual weeds. The sooner we add
prayer to our spiritual lives, the sooner our garden becomes more fertile
and prosperous. The more we take on the challenge of those weeds in our
lives, the better our chances for eternal happiness. It takes a willingness to
But we all know it’s not that easy. While we fertilize and water our “garden”
get a little dirty.
with improvements and creativity along the way, those “weeds” – those
pieces of obstruction – pop up when we least expect them. One year, it
And a good pair of gloves (the Holy Spirit). A good pair of gloves helps us
grab a strong hold of that nemesis. Throw in a little Miracle-Gro (Grace)
might be illnesses; another year it might be the weather (think of farmers
and rain for their crops or storm damage to homes); still another might be and the battle is half-won.
a change in the economy (think of businesses reducing labor force). This
But let’s keep in mind that just when we think we’ve removed all those
year it’s COVID, one we’ve all dealt with.
weeds, new ones pop up. All over. The battle continues. Let’s hope we
Our spiritual “gardens” have also been infested with weeds. Much of it can have the perseverance and the fortitude to keep battling...every...single...
day. Prayer. Holy Spirit. Grace. Get rid of those weeds!
be traced to the pandemic as well. But that sneaky “Evil One” is not far
behind. He loves to PLANT weeds in our gardens, distractions that take us

