ANNUAL PARISH THANKSGIVING DINNER
OCTOBER SET FOR NOVEMBER 9

2025 St. Mary’s has been so blessed with great priests, a
growing school enrollment, dedicated volunteers, strong
finances and parishioners who loves our Lord. Every year
we are given an opportunity to gather with our church
family to thank God for all he has given us as a parish, but
also for all we have been given as individuals and families. |
Join us on Sunday, November 9 for our Annual Par-.

ish Thanksgiving Dinner to thank the Lord for all the giftsh
we have been given, and to enjoy a delicious meal pre-
pared by the Women’s Guild.

The meal will be served in the parish hall from 11am to 2pm. Guests are asked to
enter from Main Street at the new gym entrance or from the east at the courtyard between
the buildings. We encourage people to sit and eat in fellowship with others, but carryouts
will also be available. Cost is $12 for adults, $6 for children in grades 1-8 (children in kin-
dergarten and younger eat free) and $35 family maximum for those in the same household.
There will also be a Silent Auction and 50/50 raffle. You need not be present to win.

Many hands make light work for the women (and men) of our parish. Volunteers are
needed to prepare, serve and clean up, and food donations are requested to help keep ex-
penses down and the meal cost reasonable. Go to our website at:
church.stmaryspontiac.org and scroll to the bottom of the page for the link to volunteer or
donate food.

We look forward to seeing all our parish families at our Thanksgiving Dinner on No-
vember 9. We have been so blessed here at St. Mary’s! Now let’s gather to give THANKS!
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Dear Friends,

One of the benefits of
living in the Midwest is that
we experience the change of
seasons. We experience the
new life of spring and its
growth in the summer as well
as the dying of nature in the
fall and winter. We can draw
parallels from the cycle of na-
ture in our own spiritual lives.
In order for us to experience
new life in Christ, we have to die to ourselves, our
desires, our sinfulness, and our own will. In dying to
self we are emptied out so that God can fill us with
his plenty. Our whole life is a sharing in the paschal
mystery of Jesus Christ. In immersing ourselves in
the Lord’s suffering, death, and resurrection, we find
the fullness of life. Jesus has prepared an eternal
dwelling for each and every one of us. He invites us

to the banquet of eternal life. Will we embrace his
invitation?

On November 1st we celebrate the Solemnity
of All the Saints. We honor those holy men and
women of every time and place who have accepted
the invitation to the banquet of eternal life. Through
the holiness of their lives, the Lord has crowned the
saints with glory. We too are called to be saints.
One of the best definitions | have ever heard of a
saint is that a saint is a sinner who keeps trying! We
are all called to embrace the struggle to be holy. We
are called to persevere in the life of grace. Despite
our weakness, we never give up. God gives us the
graces we need to be a saint through the sacra-
ments, through our prayer, and through our works of
charity. The Lord wants you and | to share in the life
of Heaven. For Jesus tells us in the gospel of John, “I
came that you might have life and have it more abun-
dantly.”

God Bless, Fr. Raysow

ALL SAINTS DAY
November 1

ALL SOULS DAY
November 2

Since All Saints Day falls on a Saturday this
year, it is NOT a Holy Day of Obligation. Since
All Souls Day falls on a Sunday, our annual All
Souls Memorial Mass will be offered on Satur-
day, November 1 at 10am. At this Mass, we
will read the names of all those parishioners
and family of parishioners that have passed
away this last year, and a candle will be lit in
their memory. All are welcome to attend this
beautiful Mass to honor our deceased loved
ones.

2025 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL

Christ

The 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal is now underway in our parish. Thank you to all who
have already pledged to the appeal. Your generosity helps give food to the hungry, training to
our seminarians, gives support to our parish in preparing couples for Holy Matrimony, and helps
ensure the next generation is formed in the Faith. No gift is too small, and our parish is trying to
reach 100% participation. If you have not given yet, please consider filling out a pledge card to-

day and mail it to the Diocese or drop it in the collection basket. Additional pledge cards are in
the pews. Our goal this year is $100,507. Every dollar raised over our goal will be returned to our parish.

We are so honored to have our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
program featured in the 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal video. This out-
standing program is possible because of the generosity of our parishion-
ers and friends of St. Mary's, in addition to the support and training provid-
ed by the Annual Diocesan Appeal, to help ensure that the next genera-
tion is formed in faith, surrounded by communities that nurture their gifts
and guide them toward Christ. We are grateful for your support! If you
are able to give to the Annual Diocesan Appeal, or if you would like to
view the video, please visit our website: church.stmaryspontiac.org
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A F T E R 9 3 0 OFFERED AT 8:OOAM. £ THANKSGIVING DAY
THE OLD SCHO( JoinusTOTHANK |SEYILER
Come one, come all, for a time of THE LORD FOR ALL Nl 5 o
fellowship with parishioners young WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN. BB — e .
and old. We hope you will join us! .

SAVE THE DATE MI NPIl LGRI MAGES CONTI NUE,
It's not too late to signup for our mini-
FRIDAYf NOVEM.BER 21 pilgrimage to Blessed Sacrament Church in Morton on
6-9pm in the parish hall Thursday, October 30. Fr. Adam Cesarek will be our
Watch the bulletin for more details. ~ speakeronthe Co mmu ni on .olhed&awillnt s
include Father’s talk, discussion, Mass, lunch and a
prayer service. Cost is $25 per person which includes
. 9 lunch. We will leave Pontiac from the old Kmart park-
FEAST OF THE . : =2 ing lot at 9:30am, returning by 4:15pm. Register by
IMMACULATE o~ 5 o “3 calling the parish office at 815-844-7683 before noon
CONCEPTION | | 4N on Tuesday, October 28. See bulletin for details.
= Our visit in to St. John Oratory in Lostant in
A HOLY DAY (& ' July was such a beautiful, prayerful day that we are
OF OBLIGATION Tt going to do it again on Wednesday, December 3. The
R day will include a reflectionon T h e Vi sscriptaré i o n
readings, discussion, lunch and a prayer service.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8

1 o DV Watch the bulletin for more details,
MASSES WILL BE § | AR In January or February, we hope to go to St.

OFFERED AT: ¥/ Joseph Church in Marseilles for a mini-pilgrimage day
7:00amv e B 2% 2 ) with Father Dave Sabel. In February or March we
8:15amv ‘ P Wieasae hope to spend a mini-pilgrimage day with Fr. Joe
5:30pmv e W4 PRI Baker in Champaign at Holy Cross Church or St.

John’s Chapel.
Watch the bulletin and upcoming newsletter

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY for more details on future mini-pilgrimages

Are you a local business owner? In the coming months, St.
Mary’s School will host our annual Kevin Casson Memorial Bas-
ketball Tournament, the St. Mary’s DrawDown, and the SMS
Scramble Golf Outing. These fundraising events are great ways
for your business to advertise. Contact Director of Development,
Danielle Gill at gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org for more infor-
mation.

o~ SCHOOL REGISTRATION
7 BEGINNING SOON

waing Discyes riemizzirn DO you plan to send your child to St.

Mary’s School or Little Disciples Pre-
school next year? Enrollment for the 2026-2027 school year will
begin after the first of the year. Be sure to watch the weekly s : )
church bulletin and/or school website Keep m touCh W’th us:
(school.stmaryspontiac.org) for details. The following tuition
reduction opportunities are available for K-8 students:

\

e Sibling discounts are available for all K-8 students. TEXT PONTIAC T0 84576
e  Current K- 8 families can refer a new K-8 family and receive

a referral credit in the amount of $1,000! OR CONNECT WITH US ONLINE AT:
e Scholarships are available for income eligible families with

students in Grades K — 8. stmarysparish3.flocknote.com

Please contact the school office at (815) 844-6585 for more in-
formation.


mailto:gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org
http://school.stmaryspontiac.org/

From the
Principal 0s

Ouir first quarter of school has been completed. Looking back over the first
quarter, we welcomed everyone back with our Annual Back to School Night/Hotdog
Supper. In September we welcomed over 200 students and grandparents to our
Gratitude for Grandparents Breakfast, we also had our annual Blue Ribbon Book Fair
of which the theme was Camp Read A Lot. We had so much fun at these events! Our ¥ e
St. Mary’s Women’s Guild helps to finance our special Breakfasts. | appreciate their Mrs. Karen Jones
willingness to help develop relationships between the church and school. We are
thankful for God’s blessings that we are able to host these events.

Due to health reasons, our part time custodian decided to leave us. We are currently looking for a
part time custodian.

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN NEEDED: St. Mary’s Parish is looking to hire an able-bodied individual
to serve as a part-time custodian for St. Mary’s School. Qualifications for this position include: striving to
live a Christian life - be practicing the faith if Catholic, if not Catholic, have a respect for the Catholic
Church and be comfortable working in a Catholic environment, possessing knowledge, skills, and
experience in handling janitorial equipment and basic maintenance tools; assisting the head custodian in
duties/projects as needed; maintaining security of buildings, equipment, and tools. Duties would be
cleaning of classrooms, hallways, gym following games, offices, pre-K area, and the parish hall, setting up
and taking down of tables and chairs as needed, making sure all lights are out and doors are locked, and
collecting trash or anything else determined by the maintenance director. Hours would be late afternoon/
early evening. If interested, please send a resume and 2 letters of recommendation to: St. Mary’s School,
Mrs. Karen Jones, 414 N. Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764

With Prayers, Mrs. Jones

CONFIRMATION 2025:
Owr congratulations
to-36 youthfromvowr

parish that were




Prayer of St. Bonaventure

Pierce, O most sweet Lord Jesus, my inmost soul with the most joyous and healthful wound of Thy love, and
with true, calm and most holy apostolic charity, that my soul may ever languish and melt with entire love and
longing for Thee, may yearn for Thee and for thy courts, may long to be dissolved and to be with Thee.

Grant that my soul may hunger after Thee, the Bread of Angels, the refreshment of holy souls, our daily and super substantial bread,
having all sweetness and savor and every delightful taste.

May my heart ever hunger after and feed upon Thee, whom the angels desire to look upon, and may my inmost soul be filled with
the sweetness of Thy savor; may it ever thirst for Thee, the fountain of life, the fountain of wisdom and knowledge, the fountain of
eternal light, the torrent of pleasure, the fullness of the house of God; may it ever compass Thee, seek Thee, find Thee, run to Thee,
come up to Thee, meditate on Thee, speak of Thee, and do all for the praise and glory of Thy name, with humility and discretion,
with love and delight, with ease and affection, with perseverance to the end; and be Thou alone ever my hope, my entire confidence,
my riches, my delight, my pleasure, my joy, my rest and tranquility, my peace, my sweetness, my food, my refreshment, my refuge,
my help, my wisdom, my portion, my possession, my treasure; in Whom may my mind and my heart be ever fixed and firm and
rooted immovably.

The Youth Group has been busy this past month. We have been %
celebrating our return to meetings since Summer 2025 was filled with re- '? @Eﬁé}h G’E@Eﬁ?
treats and missionary work. Our monthly discussions for September/ R
October included Memories and Milkshakes, where we discussed how = i e
showing up is the most important part. Prayers and Pizza we learned we
need food physically and prayer to live spiritually. Blessings and Burritos
was all about how we can find blessings in all areas of life. This means
through the good and the challenges. Seeing the JOY in everything
around us all the time. Don’t forget our Donut Stop Believing discussion. Always reminding ourselves that God is with us.
We are looking forward to closing out the month of October with a bowling party. This will be more of a social ex-
perience, but will also remind us that we are aiming for Heaven. We have to knock down all the pins that the devil puts in
our way in order to obtain our eternal resting place. Together we continue to hold each other accountable for our actions
and encourage each other to always do the next right thing.

rews 10: 23
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A faithful friend is a sturdy
he who finds one finds a treas
A faithful friend is beyond pr
no sum can balance his worth.
A faithful -sfarviienngd riesmead yl,i f e

such as he who of ears God fi nds



Mon Oct 27
Tues Oct 28
Wed Oct 29
Thurs Oct 30
Fri Oct 31
Mon Nov 3
Tues Nov 4
Wed Nov 5
Thurs Nov 6
Fri Nov 7
Mon Nov 10
Tues Nov 11
Wed Nov 12
Thurs Nov 13
Fri Nov 14
Mon Nov 17
Tues Nov 18
Wed Nov 19
Thurs Nov 20
Fri Nov 21
Mon Nov 24
Tues Nov 25
Wed Nov 26
Thurs Nov 27
Fri Nov 28
Mon Dec 1
Tues Dec 2
Wed Dec 3
Thurs Dec 4
Fri Dec 5
Mon Dec 8
Tues Dec 9
Wed Dec 10
Thurs Dec 11
Fri Dec 12
Mon Dec 15

Tues Dec 16

PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILIES THIS YEAR
We ask everyone to-proy for specific chuwch and school foumilies each
weekday. Please remember these faomilies inv your prayers each day for
themto-grow invtheir faithvthis yeaw. Thank youw.

Mark & Lori Boatman Family

Kim Boden Family
Stanley & Bethany Boguszewski Family

Nancy Boitnott Family
Joan Bolen Family

Martin & Anne Bourgeois Family
Sarah Bowling Family

Larry & Candace Bradshaw Family
Chris Brady Family

Mary Lou Branz Family
Lynette Branz Family

Ed Broerman Family
Marilyn Broerman Family

Deb Bromberek Family
Echo Brown Family

Harold & Bernie Brown Family
Kim Brown Family

Mary Lee Brown Family
Valerie Brown Family

Matt & Amy Brummel Family
Bill & Linda Brummel Family

Gary & Kristina Brunner Family
Barbara Brunskill Family

John Brunskill Family
Betty Buck Family

William & Diana Burbridge Family
Donna Cahill Family

Raquel Calle Family
Brad & Angela Campbell Family

Jacob Campbell Family
Todd & Patsy Campbell Family

Mike Capek Family
Ryan & Natalie Carley Family

Chance & Katy Carlson Family
Carrie Carroll Family

David Carroll Family
Jim Carroll Family

Randy & Sandy Carstens Family
Mike & Shirley Casey Family

Billy & Katelyn Casner
Charles Cassady Family

Janet Cassady Family
John & Jeanne Cassady Family

Tom & Jane Cassidy Family
Jorj Ann Casson Family

Paul & Avis Casson Family
Roblee Casson Family

John Cyril & Karen Castillo Family
Crystal Chalkey Family

Vicki Champlain Family
Don & Carla Chandler Family

Kim Cheek Family
Neil & Theresa Christopher Family

Matt Clarke Family
Chris & Callie Clement Family

Jerry & Nancy Cohlman Family
Daniel Cohrs Family

Joe & Cherry Cole Family
Andy & Joan Collins Family

Joe & Lisa Collins Family
Ryan & Jordy Collins Family

John Colvis Family
Lori Conkle Family

Mark & Karla Connolly Family
Jackie Cool Family

Michael Cool Family
Bonnie Coriell Family

Joanne Coriell Family
Ed Corrigan Family

Mark & Anne Corrigan Family
Roger & Paula Corrigan Family

Rosemarie Corrigan Family
Alfredo & Nancy Cortez Family

Bob & Michelle Cox Family

Wed Dec 17 Ryan Cox Family
Craig & Jodi Cramer Family
Diane Cramer Family

Craig & Rita Curry Family

Thurs Dec 18

Fri Dec 19 Joan Curry Family

Russell & Megan Dahlinger Family
Mon Dec 22 Nadia Daily Family

Dave & Joyce Daluga Family
Tues Dec 23 Jim Daluga Family

Nancy Davis Family
Wed Dec 24 Mike & Kathy Dawson Family

Laure DeFrees Family
Joe & Cat Delheimer Family

Kyle & Sydney DeLong Family
Darlene DeMattia Family

Peg Denton Family

Thurs Dec 25

Fri Dec 26

ALL SAI NTS

Today we honor those
fholy men and women who have
gone before us in faith and have
done so in a glorious way. As we
honor these great champions of
{faith, let® reflect upon who they
are and what role they continue to
iplay in the life of the Church. The
followmg excerpt is from Chapter 8 of My Catholic Faith!:

The Church Triumphant: Those who have gone before us and
now share in the glories of Heaven, in the Beatific Vision, are not gone.
Sure, we do not see them and we cannot necessarily hear them speak to us
in the physical way they did while on Earth. But they are not gone at
all. St. Thérése of Lisieux said it best when she said, fil want to spend my
Heaven doing good on Earth.0

The saints in Heaven are in full union with God and make up the
Communion of Saints in Heaven, the Church Triumphant! WhatG im-
portant to note, however, is that even though they are enjoying their eternal
reward, they are still very much concerned about us.

The saints in Heaven are entrusted with the important task of
intercession. Sure, God already knows all our needs and He could ask us to
go directly to Him in our prayers. But the truth is that God wants to use the
intercession, and therefore, the mediation of the saints in our lives. He uses
them to bring our prayers to Him and, in return, to bring His grace to
us. They become powerful intercessors for us and participators in God&
divine action in the world.

Why is this the case? Again, why doesn@& God just choose to deal
with us directly rather than go through intermediaries? Because God wants
all of us to share in His good work and to participate in His divine plan. It
would be like a dad who buys a nice necklace for his wife. He shows it to
his young children and they are excited about this gift. The mom comes in
and the dad asks the children to bring the gift to her. Now the gift is from
her husband but she will most likely thank her children first for their partici-
pation in giving this gift to her. The father wanted the children to be part of
this giving and the mother wanted to make the children a part of her receiv-
ing and gratitude. So it is with God! God wants the saints to share in the
distribution of His manifold gifts. And this act fills His heart with joy!

The saints also give us a model of holiness. The charity they
lived on Earth lives on. The witness of their love and sacrifice was not just
a one time act in history. Rather, charity is living and continues to have an
effect for the good. Therefore, the charity and witness of the saints lives on
and affects our lives. This charity in their lives creates a bond with us, a
communion. It enables us to love them, admire them and want to follow
their example. It is this, coupled with their continuing intercession, that
establishes a powerful bond of love and union with us.

Lord, as the saints in Heaven adore You for eternity, I beg for
their intercession. Saints of God, please come to my aide. Pray for me and
bring to me the grace I need to live a holy life in imitation of your own
lives. All saints of God, pray for us. Jesus, I trust in You.

REFLECTI ON

D /


https://mycatholic.life/the-my-catholic-life-series/my-catholic-faith/chapter-8-the-final-things/#TOC-Communion-of-Saints

BLESSING OF PETS |

In honor of the Feast Day of ST. Francis of
Assisi, Patron Saint of animals, Fr. Rayson,
Fr. Bazi and Deacon Ray White blessed school v
FAMI LY%S AND PARI SHI ONE R v.iif
parking lot prior to dismissal on Thursday,

October 2. Dozens of dogs, cats, and even
mealworms received a special blessing and

WERE SPRI NKLED WI TH HOLY

SUCH A JOYFUL REMI NDER
reflected in all his creatures.

Giving Thanks: A Catholic Perspective on Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving offers a beautiful opportunity for Catholics to pause, reflect, and celebrate the abundant blessings God has
given us. This uniquely American holiday aligns with the Catholic tradition of gratitude and can be an occasion for both festive
gatherings and deeper reflection on our faith.

Thanksgiving and the Catholic Virtue of Gratitude

In Catholic teaching, gratitude is more than a mere acknowledgment of blessings; it is a response to God& love. Scripture
repeatedly reminds us to "give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His mercy endures forever" (Psalm 136:1). The Church calls us to
cultivate a spirit of thankfulness as a virtue—a habit that shapes our lives and orients our hearts toward God. By embracing this vir-
tue, we deepen our awareness of God® presence and His generous gifts. Thanksgiving is a perfect occasion to reflect on the bless-
ings God has poured into our lives, especially in our families, friendships, health, and faith. This day serves as a reminder to not take
these gifts for granted but instead offer our thanks to God for all He has given us.

Celebrating Thanksgiving Through the Lens of Faith

While Thanksgiving might not be a religious holiday in itself, Catholics can bring a sense of faith into its observance. Here
are a few ways we can transform our Thanksgiving celebrations into moments of grace:

Begin with Prayer: Thanksgiving Day can start with Mass, offering the Eucharist, which means "thanksgiving," as a sign
of our gratitude to God. For those unable to attend Mass, a prayer of thanksgiving at home, led by a family member, can set the tone
for the day. Thanksgiving Day Mass at Guardian Angels will be at 10:00am.

Reflect on Our Blessings: Before or during the Thanksgiving meal, encourage each person to share something they are
grateful for. This practice helps us remember that every good thing in our lives is a gift from God.

Help Those in Need: Thanksgiving invites us to consider those who may lack the blessings we enjoy. Guardian Angels and
many Catholic organizations offer volunteer opportunities to serve meals or provide resources to families in need. Giving back to
others is a powerful way to live out our gratitude and recognize that we are stewards of God's gifts.

Reconnect with Loved Ones: Thanksgiving is often a time when families come together. For Catholics, the family is a
"domestic church," a place where faith is nurtured and strengthened. This gathering provides an opportunity to celebrate family
bonds and cultivate a deeper sense of unity, forgiveness, and joy.

Embracing a Spirit of Gratitude Year-Round
While Thanksgiving offers a special day to focus on giving thanks, Catholics are called to cultivate this spirit year-round. In the
words of St. Paul, "Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you" (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). Gratitude should be woven into the fabric of our lives, shaping how we respond to both the bless-
ings and challenges that come our way.

Thanksgiving is a time to gather, to celebrate, and to give thanks to God with a joyful heart. This year, let us remember that
our blessings flow from a generous Creator, who loves us and sustains us in all things. May we continue to express our gratitude
through prayer, service, and love for one another, living out the true spirit of Thanksgiving every day.



From The Back Page by Margo Law

PRAYERS FROM THE VALLEY
As We Finish the Church Year

HEAVENLY FATHER, WE LONG FOR YOUR COMFORTING PRESENCE.
We enjoy Your many gifts and yet we walk in the Valley of Death. We are
mortal and the certainty of physical death weighs heavy on us. The anxiety

of losing loved ones is often more intense for us than contemplating our own
inevitable death. Please, Lord, give us Your strength that we may face the end
of this life according to Your will and with Your grace. Please walk with us,
Lord, for with You, we will fear no evil.

DEAR FATHER IN HEAVEN, OUR ETERNAL SOULS TRUST IN THE GLORY
OF YOUR PROMISE. Though we are made of mortal flesh, You made us in
Your image with souls which keep searching for You, even though we are distracted by what we see and hear
and feel. "Therefore, we are not discouraged; rather, although our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is
being renewed day by day. For this momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory...as
we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen, for what is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal."
(2 Corinthians 4:16-18)

OUR FATHER, YOU SURROUND US WITH YOUR HOLINESS. Thank you for Your Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ. He has opened Heaven for us; something we cannot do on our own. By receiving His Body and Blood,
we are reconciled to You so we may live forever in the fullness of Your love, our true destination. Thank you
for the Blessed Virgin Mary. Her motherly and perfect care for us directs us to Your Son, our Savior. Thank
you for the Holy Spirit, who since baptism lives within us. He prompts us to move toward You, with Jesus, and
with Himself with the graces of our Mother Mary. From dark valleys, we lift our hearts to You. Amen.
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