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Signs of Autumn—2021 
Confirmation, Thanksgiving Dinner Set to Return 

For the past year – through a pandemic and all its challenges, studies and prepa-
ration for the Sacrament of Confirmation have continued. Each candidate has 
chosen a saint to emulate, adopting his/her name as an inspiration. Each candi-
date has chosen a sponsor, someone to lean on and use as  support during the 
process and beyond. As part of their training, the students have completed ser-
vice hours in their parish and community, as well as attending a spiritual retreat 
for preparation. Now it’s time. 

On Sunday, November 7, twenty-seven young people from St. Mary’s will get a 
chance to experience this joyous opportunity when  they receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation from Bishop Louis Tylka during a special Mass at St. Mary’s. be-
ginning at 11:30 AM. Students from the Faith Formation program have been 
under the steady tutelage of teachers Karen Peissig and Deb Alsdorf throughout 

the process which began over a year ago. St. Mary’s students have been prepared for this Sacrament by Religion 
teacher Kelly Krenz. 

Confirmation is the Sacrament in which Catholics receive a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
Through Confirmation, the Holy Spirit gives them the increased ability to practice their Catholic faith in every aspect 
of their lives and to witness Christ in every situation.  

The effects of the Sacrament of Confirmation are as follows for each person: 

• An increased portion of the gifts of the Holy Spirit: Wisdom, Knowledge, Counsel, understanding, Fortitude, 

Piety, and Fear of the Lord – an integral part of the Confirmands’ lives 

• A deepening and strengthening of the grace received at Baptism, which is considered the presence of God in the 

soul  (Continued on Page 2) 

Twenty-Seven to Receive Sacrament from Bishop Tylka 

After a Year Off, Women’s Guild Ready for Parish Dinner 

As the autumn leaves begin to fall, a brisk chill fills the air, and the temperatures 
start to drop a bit. Folks in Pontiac know it’s time to come together and celebrate 
all the benefits we as a parish have received. It’s time for the St. Mary’s Women’s 
Guild Annual Turkey Dinner of Thanksgiving. Last year, though, COVID-19 added 
the Thanksgiving Dinner to its long list of area cancellations. 

However, 2021 brings a return to the annual occasion, although in a somewhat 
scaled down version. This year’s event will be held on Sunday, November 14, serv-
ing from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the parish hall. The dining hall entrance will be the 
Main Street door or from the east at the courtyard between the buildings. Carry 
outs will be available via the Chicago Street entrance only. 

The traditional menu includes family favorites well-known by traditional partakers 
– Roast Turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes & gra-
vy, sweet potatoes, vegetables, cranberry sauce, 
roll, dessert & drink. Desserts will include pumpkin 
pie, pecan pie, various fruit pies, cakes, cookies, 
and other sweets. 

Prices remain the same - Meal tickets are $10 for adults; $5 for children Grades 1 – 
8; Free for children 5 and under.  $30 family maximum – for immediate household 
only. Dinner tickets will be sold at the door only; no advance reservations will be 

taken.  

One major change in 2021 will be the absence of baskets, raffles, and silent auction items. “We (the Women’s Guild) 
felt that the merchants have been hit pretty hard in the last year with COVID, and these are the same people who are 
always asked to donate items. We’ve chosen to let that slide this year,” a spokeswoman for the Guild commented. 
“Instead, we will be offering a 50-50 drawing only.”  (Continued on Page 2) 



(Cont’d from Page 1) 

• A more intimate relationship with Jesus Christ 

• A closer bond with the Catholic Church 

• The ability to take a greater, more mature role in the Church's 

mission of living the Christian faith daily and witnessing to Christ 
everywhere.  A special mark, or character, is placed on the soul that 
can never be erased 
Each person's ability to embrace these effects depends on his or her 
openness to the sacrament and willingness to accept it as God's 
personal gift.  
Please pray for these young people, their sponsors, their parents, 
and their family and friends as they approach the role of 
“adulthood” in our church. 

 

Confirmation, Thanksgiving 
Two Reasons to Celebrate 

The Gardening Angels, along with the Building Committee, is asking for volunteers 
to help with its 2nd Parish Work Day of the year, set for Saturday morning, October 
30 beginning at 8:30 AM. The major focus for the workday will be the removal of 
bushes, stumps, decorative stone borders, and garden rock from the pre-school 
area on the northeast corner of the parish complex. That area is being converted 
into all grass from the sidewalk to the fence, making it much easier to maintain. 
Also, workers will be addressing any other issues in the various landscape areas, 
including weeding and perhaps replanting some of the bushes. 
 
“We had a great response back in May, when we focused on the east side of the 
parish center,” said Paula Pfleger, who along with her sister Linda Folks, chairs the 
Gardening Angel group. “We were able to complete so much more than we 
planned that day, even though we worked in the rain (see photo R). We’re hoping 
for a similar response this time.” 
 

Volunteers are asked to bring gloves, shovels, hand shovels, rakes, and any yard tool they feel would help the 
cause. Water will be provided. Those getting confirmed are especially encouraged to attend to complete any 
Community Service hours they might need, but folks of all ages are welcome.  

 
The Gardening Angels and the Building Committee are planning to add these two 
parish workdays as annual events, one in the spring and another in the fall. This 
service opportunity is scheduled to last from 8:30-11:30, but, with a similar turnout 
to the spring, odds are it might only take a couple of hours. Whatever time can be 
spent will be greatly appreciated.  In case of inclement weather, the date may be 
pushed back to  November. 

(Cont’d from Page 1)    

Although carry-outs are popular and welcome, everyone is encour-
aged to come and 
enjoy the atmos-
phere as a family. 
The aroma from 
the kitchen and 
serving line will 
get you first of all! 
Camaraderie from 
neighbors will 
make the meal 
stimulating. The 
dessert table will 
seem to go on 
forever. And when you finally get up from your seat, that smile on 
your face will last long into the evening. Plus the 50-50 is still a good 
tease. 

As usual, volunteers will be needed to help with this event. The St. 
Mary’s Student Council is already on board, but people will still be 
needed to help in the kitchen carry-out area, dining room, and 50-50. 

Sign up TODAY at our signup-genius— Signupgenius.com/
go/30e0b4ba8a62fa13-dinner  

Make plans for November 14 to enjoy the fellowship and delicious 
food the Annual Women’s Guild Turkey Dinner of Thanksgiving pro-
vides, and maybe you’ll be a big winner, too. 

 2nd Parish Work Day Scheduled for October 30 



News & Notes Around St. Mary’s Parish 
 The Legion of Mary invites everyone to participate in this 

retreat in conjunction with their 100th anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 October is Respect Life Month! 
Her are some intercessions we 
might use during our prayer 
time during this month:                   

For all Catholics: 
That during this Respect Life Month 
our resolve will be strengthened  to 
cherish and protect the gift of every 
human life;   We pray to the Lord: 
 
That the life of every person, from 
conception to natural death, 
will be protected in our laws and 
cherished in our hearts;   We pray to 
the Lord:    

For women and men suffering after 
abortion: 
May the Church’s abortion healing ministry, Project Rachel, help them find 
peace and healing through Christ’s endless mercy;   We pray to the Lord: 

For those nearing the end of life: 
May they receive care that respects their dignity 
and protects their lives as they place their hope  in the promise of eternal 
life;     We pray to the Lord: 

May God grant us the wisdom and courage 
to lovingly protect His gift of human life 
at every stage, in sickness and in health;  We pray to the Lord: 
 

 October is also the Month of the Hoy Rosary, in conjunction with the 
final apparition of Our Lady of Fatima to the three children.  If you  are 

reading this edition online, you 
still have time to join the Legion 
of Mary this Saturday (October 
16) at Noon on the front steps 
of the church to join Catholics 
all over the world in praying the 
Rosary. In our country alone, 

20,000 rosaries are expected to be prayed  that day, asking our Blessed 
Mother to intercede for us. Bring a lawn chair  if needed. And, if you 
waited until you received this hard copy, why not take time now to add 
your own Rosary? It sure can’t hurt. 

 Here are the attendance figures for the past four weeks at Weekend 
Masses: 

September 18/19   4PM  122     7AM  122   9:30AM  179    Total  423 
September 25/26   4PM  125     7AM  107   9:30AM  150    Total  382 
October 2/3             4PM  102     7AM  139   9:30AM  168    Total  409 
October 9/10           4PM  108     7AM  150   9:30AM  171    Total  429 
 
Average    4PM  11.4.25      7AM  129.5    9:30AM   167   Total   410.75 
 
While these numbers are 
improving, our seating capacity for 
Masses is over 500, so we have 
plenty of room for more. St. Mary’s 
Parish consists of over 600 families. 
We welcome everybody back for 
worship. 

 Get Halloween started on the right foot by 
attending Mass and then heading to the Parish 
Hall for a breakfast hosted by the Knights of 
Columbus. The menu is second to none, and the 
variety of choices is equally amazing. Check the 
bulletin for more info as the date gets closer.. 

 

 
...this story connected with our Guardian Angels? 

 
We Catholics have been taught since 
our childhood about the relationship 
we each have with our Guardian 
Angel, that “voice” we hear when 
situations arise in our lives. One of the 
favorite stories about Guardian Angels 
is this one: 
 
Two relatively inexperienced pilots 
found themselves lost on a foggy day. 
Though they tried desperately to 

make contact with an airport, 
they were incapable of doing 
so. One of them then prayed 
for protection. 
 
In time, a voice crackled onto 
the radio. The speaker 
identified himself as a 
controller from a small airport. 
Through very precise 
instructions, he guided the 
two pilots through the fog to a 
landing strip at that airport. 
 
Once they had arrived, to their 
astonishment they discovered 
that the airport was closed 
and that there was no one on 
duty. A bizarre coincidence? 
A happy accident? Or perhaps a sign that we are being protected 
by powers at a higher pitch of ontological perfection? As you 
know, stories such as this come out of the woodwork once 
people are given the opportunity to share them. 
 
Continue to pray to our Guardian Angel! 



 

October…one of my favorite months. The leaves are turning colors (although this 
year, they may not be as vibrant), the weather turning cooler, and we are all able 
to wear hoodies. Now another new favorite, a new grandson born October 6. 
Hunter Thomas Jones is my 7th grandchild, and he couldn’t be more perfect! Grandchildren are certainly a 
blessing from God! 
 
At a recent teacher’s retreat, Father Matt Deptula spoke to our 
staff about living an abundant life or living a long life. I would 
hope we could have both. His talk really spoke to me as I 
wonder how one lives an abundant life. How is an abundant 

life measured? We can measure a long life by a person’s age, but what are the 
requirements for an abundant life? I will continue to pray about this as I discern the 
possible difference between these two terms. 
 
Meanwhile, St. Mary's Confirmation students were given an opportunity to visit 
Sophia’s Kitchen, tour the Cathedral and the Fulton Sheen Museum. Confirmation is 
set for November 7. The 4th Grade Students recently completed their Saint project; 
each student chooses a Saint and learns about his/her life, then shares that 
information with others. 
 
We continue to practice our faith with our students through opportunities such as these as well as our weekly Masses. After Mass, 
the class that participated in the Mass stays behind to share in the Exposition of the Holy Eucharist with Father Adam.  

From the Principal’s Desk... 

St. Mary’s ADA Challenge Off to Phenomenal Start 

An All Souls’ Day Memorial Mass, sponsored by the St. Mary’s Bereavement Ministry, will be 

held on Tuesday, November 2, at 6:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, honoring parishioners and 

family members, as well as friends of parishioners who have passed away since November, 

2020.  The names of these deceased will be read during the Mass, and a blessed candle will be 

lit in their memory.  After the Mass the family is encouraged to take the candle home as a 

lasting memorial to their family member. As with other services at our church, everyone will be 

asked to wear a mask. Any questions, please call Katie Wille, 1-815-842-1233 

 
All Souls Mass Set for November 2 Evening 

 
The 2021 Annual Diocesan Appeal has been underway for a few weeks now, and the 
response for St. Mary’s has been extremely encouraging thus far. A reminder that our 
support of the Appeal ensures  that essential charitable, educational, and pastoral 
ministries of the Peoria Diocese are continued. Here are the latest numbers: 

2021 Goal: $91,868 

Pledged to Date: $72,315 
We are extremely grateful  to those who have already made pledges, as we have al-
ready reached 79% of our goal. Our parish is trying to get 100% participation, and we 
remind everyone that no gift is too small. Each dollar raised towards our goal supports 
those important diocesan services, like summer seminarians and retreat possibilities. 
If you haven’t returned your pledge card, we ask that you do so today 

 



IGNITE Youth Group Up and Running 

 

As the school year has 

gotten into the swing of 

things, so has the youth 

group here at St. Mary’s. 

A group of high schoolers 

had been meeting over 

the summer in the park-

ing lot for a Bible Study, 

but at the end of August, 

we were excited to get 

the IGNITE youth group 

officially back up and 

running.  

Meetings happen weekly 

from 6:30-8:30pm every 

Sunday, and so far, they 

have been nothing less 

than a blast. There is 

nothing quite as exciting as getting to walk together toward Jesus! We 

are working to build a community of faith, fun, and fellowship, where 

high schoolers can gather to learn 

more about their faith and get the 

week started off on a positive note. 

We have been focusing on who and 

what is surrounding us all and the 

impact that has on our lives.  

Through building a safe area to talk 

about goals; high points and low 

points in our week, there is an atti-

tude of accountability and a want 

among the group to grow. This is 

growth not only spiritually, but in all 

aspects of life.  

The youth group is getting ready to head over to East Peoria for the 

first retreat of the year, the Abide In Me retreat on November 6. As 

the youth of the parish continue to learn and grow, we ask for your 

prayers, and know of our prayers for all of you!  

Megan Lauritsen 

STORM, 

WIND 

LEAD TO  

CHURCH 

FACE  

LIFT 

A recent storm led to the removal of all three trees on the west side of the church. First, the wind connected 
from the storm snapped the top of the tree located behind the sign in front of the church, blocking the entire 
intersection on Main Street. That tree suffered enough damage to warrant taking it down. (Above) The middle 
tree had already been scheduled to be removed to allow more light to the west side. With those trees down, 
the third one was also cut down since many of its branches were affecting the roof. Now, we see the church as it was when it originally was opened.  The trees 
had been planted  to provide shade for the church  when the windows were opened in the summer...before air-conditioning. Our thanks to Albert and Frank Trost 
of Trost Tree Experts for removal of the trees. 



(I begin this article with a huge apology. This story should have been told long 
ago. The impact of the efforts from this endeavor  will be pretty self-evident.) 
 
Since the spring of 2019, an email has been sent to a group of people connected 
to St. Mary’s parish (which now numbers 167) on Friday mornings around 7:00, 
designed to provide divine inspiration going into the weekend and hopefully 
throughout the next week. Originally just part of an email chain, the weekly 
message is now shared via Flocknote, making it easier to allow responses and to 

reach a much larger audience. This 
“Evangelization” technique is known 
as Faith Friday. And it is truly one of 
the hidden gems in our parish. 
Former Evangelization Director 
Alison Tarr (who now resides in 
Bloomington) explained how the 
idea for Faith Friday began. “A close 
friend of mine recommended I 
subscribe to Blessed is She, which is 
a daily Scripture devotion written by 
a group of women. I was inspired by 
their beautiful writing and effort to 
apply Scripture in our own everyday 
lives,” she recalled. “ I love to write, 
and I desire to share Jesus with 

others, so putting those two together felt like a calling.” 
 
However, like with many new ideas, apprehension emerges, worrying if the idea 
has any merit. Alison felt. “Who am I to share my thoughts about Jesus and our 
faith? How am I worthy to gain the readership of others?” But, as has been the 
premise of the project, it’s NOT about any one individual; it is about God. 
“Sharing was not about ME. It was about what God inspired me to share. It was 
about messages that were placed on my heart and needed to be shared. It was 
about sharing something so near to my heart with the hope that others may 
know and love Jesus too. It was about sharing something that has impacted my 
life so deeply, that I wanted others to know the same feeling,” she reasoned. 
 
At first, she wanted to limit her audience to women, specifically all the ladies of 
St. Mary’s faculty and staff, and then added other women she knew throughout 

the parish along the way. This became a way of reaching out to the St. Mary’s 
women, most of whom she knew by name. Lives had crossed paths, making that 
exact point enough to continue the faith journey. “Writing kept my prayer life in 
check!” 
 
That “faith journey” she referred to is the crux of the message of Faith Friday. 
The weekly messages gave the recipients a boost in perhaps taking the next 
step in their walk with God. And seemingly walking together made the trip 
easier to bear. And share. 
 
For the first year, Alison wrote the weekly articles. But in the spring of 2020, as 
other women shared comments with her and their encounters with Jesus, it 
became clear that these other women needed to write and share as well.  
 
Besides Kelly Krenz and Mary Carpenter (Alison’s mom), SMS Junior-high Lan-
guage Arts teacher Kim Cheek became one of those writers. And her process for 
choosing a topic has a familiar ring to it. “I pray a lot about what is going on in 

my life. Sometimes there are lots of things happening at school or at home that 
inspire me. Many times I get my inspiration from songs or scripture verses from 
weekly Mass or my daily readings,” she said. She also calls on special guidance. 
“I truly believe it is the Holy Spirit that guides me in my writings. I often have an 
idea a couple weeks before my turn and usually by the time I sit down to write I 
have changed my mind or felt called to write something else. It is a pretty amaz-
ing thing.”  
 
Like so many of the others in FF group, the weekly messages have had a huge 
impact on Kim. “My participation in Faith Friday has helped me stay grounded 
in my faith. It has also really helped me connect with ladies that I may not nec-
essarily know very well or get to see often,” she shared. “I love that we have 
women on our mailing that are from all walks of life and different backgrounds. 
I honestly find comfort in knowing other women are feeling the same way I do, 
or able to write something in such a way that speaks to my heart. So powerful.” 
 
Here are some other 
random comments from 
some of the weekly 
posts:  
 
“Thank you for sharing 
this! I'm so glad He 
doesn't tire of giving us 
His love!!!” 
“I love the way you de-
scribed your plan and 
God’s plan. Thank you 
for sharing yourself with 
us!” 
“This resonated in many ways with me! Thank you so much for sharing.” 
“Your writing is a light shining through the darkness.” 
“You knew exactly what I needed to hear today! I can so relate to this. Thank 
you for sharing your heart...” 
As Kim says, “I hope that one person can relate to what I have written and that 
in some way I have helped them that day.” 
 
When the recipient opens the weekly post, odds are a picture will greet the 
eyes, as well as a title to the ensuing excerpt. Normally, a reading will take less 
than two minutes, and then time should be spent allowing it to sink in. Often-
times, the reader will immediately hit the Reply button to share that initial 
impact to what was discussed. And then feedback from the writer. And then 
thoughts to lodge in the heart and soul as the day goes by.  
 
Group emails are said to be successful if 20-30% of them are opened. Faith 
Friday emails are opened at 55-65% range, making it extremely successful. The 
current FF group includes members of St. Mary’s, members from other parishes, 
folks who live far away. Note: If the reader is not a member of this group, Flock-
note people can join by going into the Flocknote site and adding their names to 
the Faith Friday Group List. To join Flocknote, text PONTIAC to 84576 and follow 
the instructions given. And YES, men are also encouraged to join. Who knows, 
maybe one of the guys could be asked to write a weekly contribution someday. 
 
Plans are currently in the works to create an additional venue for Faith Friday – 
a blog – a hope to increase readership and reach a broader audience, encourag-
ing people to seek daily encounters with Christ in their lives. “Even if just a few 
people are drawn to that idea, it will have served its purpose,” Alison explained. 
 
The purpose of Faith Friday, however, remains the same as it was when it began 
two years ago. Faith Friday is a weekly reminder to encounter Christ daily. 
When we acknowledge Jesus working in our lives, we automatically think out-
side ourselves and live a grateful life. We are all a work in progress…the point is 
to focus on the progress. And that progress can lead us to heaven. 
 
Like was said at the beginning, this story should have been told long ago.  Sign 
up and join in on the spiritual blessings today! 

Faith Friday: A True Hidden Gem 
By Mick Peterson 



 

 

CCS Book Drive Ends October 31! 



From The Back Page       by Mick Peterson 
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Address Service  equested  
 Special.  

How many of us would want to be considered “special?” Either Be special, or 

DO something special, or GO someplace special, or EXPERIENCE something 

special? What defines being special? 

We all have that potential. We’ve been given the foundation, the building 

blocks, the basics we need to get there. Whether it’s been in school (ABC’s, 

grammar rules, etc.), in music (notes, rhythms, etc.), in athletics (grip, stance, 

etc.), in relationships (handshakes, eye contact, etc.), even in our professions 

(do’s and don’ts,), the fundamentals for success have been deeply ingrained in 

our system. It’s hard to get anywhere without them. 

So, how do we get to the next level, that “special” area that we long to achieve? 

“You have to be willing to do things nobody else is willing to do.” I was told that 

at an early age... by several people in one form or another. “You have to WANT 

it!” How many of us have heard that? “You have to WANT it more than the 

other guy!” Well, of course, I WANT it! Who doesn’t?  

Then, why can’t we get there? What happens? Some might say “Wanting it” 

gets in the way of “Being willing.” Sure, we all want it, but how many of us are 

willing to GIVE what needs to be given? To sacrifice? To set the bar at a height 

that’s the ultimate challenge? How many of us are willing to be motivated? Be 

taught? Be coached? Be inspired...and then become an inspiration? 

The same thing can be said for our Spiritual Lives. We have a chance to REALLY 

special. We’ve been given the basics. We’ve been baptized; we have received 

our 1st Communion and 1st Confession---these sacraments are available 

whenever we need them. Many of us have received the Sacraments of 

Confirmation and Matrimony. We’ve been taught the Commandments and the 

Beatitudes. We have patron saints; we have the rosary; we have feast days.  

But are these enough to be “special?” Nope. The same principles mentioned 

before apply here. It’s not enough to just 

WANT to go to heaven. We have to be 

willing to “do things others aren’t willing to 

do.” We have to be willing to give of our 

time...our talent...and our treasure...and 

that’s only part of it. We have to 

understand what it means to sacrifice; we 

have to realize that it’s not OUR will, but 

HIS will; we have to learn to be humble, to 

be pious, to be reverent. 

And our biggest enemy is our 

society...people who tell us that none of 

this is important, none of this is needed. 

Heaven is just a figment of our imagination; 

God is there and He’s going to accept all of 

us if we just do what we think is right. We 

don’t have to worry about anything; we don’t need the sacraments or to attend 

Mass, just be “good,” whatever that means to us. 

My wish is to be “special.” I hope yours is too. I hope all of us do. My prayer is 

that we strive to be special in God’s eyes by living the kind of lives we’ve 

learned in our youth, and then be willing to those extra things that separates us 

from the ordinary. Let’s pray we all reach this level. 


