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Bishop Tylka Confirms 28 

Twenty-eight young members of St. Mary’s re-
ceived the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in front of the 
largest congregation at St. 
Mary’s Church in over two 
years on Sunday, November 
7. Coadjutor Bishop Louis 
Tylka officiated at the event, 
the first visit by a bishop to 
St. Mary’s parish in over ten 
years. Bishop Tylka concele-
brated the Mass with both 

Father Adam, pastor, 
and Father David, 
Vicar, before a crowd 
of just under 400 peo-
ple. Altar servers 
were siblings of sever-
al of the Confirmands. 
Faith Formation stu-
dents in the class were 
prepared by the leader-
ship of teachers Karen 
Peissig and Deb Alsdorf, 
while the St. Mary’s 
students were led by 

Religion teacher Kelly 
Krenz. 

 The message to the 
class was “Have faith, 
not fear.” 
Father 
Adam 
stressed in 
his homily 
that, just 
like it was 
when he 
was their 
age, the 
junior high 
years are 
the time 

when young people are challenged by the 
outside world to “fit in” and “belong,” thus 
challenging them on their faith and all that 
they have been taught. He encouraged them 
not to allow those fears to influence their 
choices; instead, he said to rely on their faith, 
rely on their trust in Jesus, rely on God. 

At the end of Mass, Bishop Tylka echoed those 
sentiments in his remarks to the class, focus-

ing on the 
problems of 
depending too 
much on the 
“modern 
world” to get 
answers. “If 
you were to 
ask Siri, ‘How 
do I get to 
heaven?’” 
Bishop Tylka 

remarked, “I’m sure the answer would be, ‘I don’t under-
stand the question.’ You have to have faith, faith in God 
that He will guide you on the correct path.” 

Confirmation is the Sacrament in which Catholics receive 
a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
Through Confirmation, the Holy Spirit gives them the 
increased ability to practice their Catholic faith in every 
aspect of their 
lives and to 
witness Christ in 
every situation. 
The Seven Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit 
– Wisdom, Un-
derstanding, 
Knowledge, 
Counsel, Forti-
tude, Piety, and 
Fear of the Lord 
– become an 
integral part of the Confirmands’ lives.  

2021 Confirmation Class                                                           

(Confirmation Name in Italics) 

Zachary Gabriel Becker 

Tristan John Bednar 

Camille Francis of Assisi Bohm 

Trinity Joan of Ark Cheek 

Leah Therese of Lisieux Clement 

Kaylee Cecilla Delheimer  

Henry Anthony of Padua 

DeYoung 

Torey Anne Dodson  

Nicholas Sebastian Doughan 

Haidyn Joan of Arc Francis 

Mikayla Elizabeth of Portugal 

Gray 

Rosalyn Rose of Lima Krenz  

Elizabeth Francis of Assisi Logan 

Riley Blaise of Sebaste Machroli 

Ryne John the Baptist Mackinson                                               

Cayden Nicholas of Myra 

Masching                                       

Mallory Teresa of Calcutta 

Masching                                     

Scout Peter the Apostle 

Minnaert                                       

Thomas Francis of Assisi Murphy                                     

Guy Michael Pierce                    

Diego Patrick Ramirez                

Hudson Anthony of Padua 

Simmons                                          

Charles Richard Pampuri Sipe       

Aubrey Clare of Assisi Tarr             

Keylee Francis of Assisi Thomas   

Aron Anthony of Padua Trevino 

Nevaeh Gianna Molla Vogt     

Reese Catherine of Bologna 

Wehri 

Candidates Told, “Have Faith, not Fear!” 



 

 

Return to Normalcy: 
Women’s Guild Thanksgiving 

Dinner Attracts 375 



News & Notes Around St. Mary’s Parish 
 No better way to get Thanksgiving Day 
than to come to Mass at 8 in the church. 
Families are  encouraged to come together 
to worship on this very special day! 

 New to St. Mary’s? Or have you moved 

recently? Living on your own now? A simple 
phone call to the parish office (815-844-
7683) can properly register your new 

household with our parish household.  

 Advent begins November 28, and all the 
parishes in the Pontiac Vicariate are invited 
to attend a Divine Mercy Service beginning at 
7 pm at St. Joseph’s Church in Chenoa, 
starting 5PM. The Illinois Wesleyan Choirs, 
under the direction of Dr. Scott Ferguson will 
add their extremely talented touch to this 
prayer service. A great way to get Advent a 
meaningful beginning. 

 Don’t look now, but our 2021 

ADA is going like 
gangbusters….THANKS to our 
parishioners. The latest figures 
we have are that St. Mary’s has 
achieved 91% of our $91,868 
goal. That’s fantastic! But we’re 
no there yet. If you haven’t made 
your pledge yet and need some 

assistance, just call the parish office or drop your donation into 
the Sunday collection basket.  

 Last chance to help out a needy family for Thanksgiving! Just 
$5 can help St. Mary’s Food Pantry distribute around 200 
frozen turkeys to pantry patrons...anything over that helps with 
all the trimmings...canned sweet potatoes, stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, chicken broth, pie filling...things like that. The 
envelopes are in the pews, and you can still drop off any of 
those aforementioned food items (if you have extra) at the 
Food pantry.  

 End of November is also the deadline for the Knights of 
Columbus Statewide Vocation raffle. $15 per booklet of 15 
tickets, and all the monies stay here in Illinois in behalf of our 
three seminarians. Knights will be in the vestibule following all 
the weekend Masses. 

 On October 16, the annual America Needs Fatima Rosary 

Rally was held in 
front of the 
church. Father 
Adam and Father 
David led a group 
of 21 parishioners 
in song, the 
Rosary, and the 
Litany of Loretto. 
Rallies like this 
were held all around the country and the world. 

 The Annual Harvest Mass returns on Thursday, December 9. 
Sts. Peter & Paul Church in Chatsworth will be the host for the 
event, and all members of our cluster parishes are invited to 
attend. Coadjutor Bishop Louis Tylka will be the guest 
celebrant for the occasion as we all thank the Lord for another 
bountiful, safe, and memorable harvest . The Rosary will be 
prayed at 5:30 to begin the evening, with Mass to follow at 

6PM. A light 
meal will be 
served in the 
Sts. Peter & 
Paul Parish Hall 
following the 
completion of 
Mass. If you are 
interested in 
attending, 
please contact the Parish Office at 815-844-7683 to reserve 
your spot by December 2. This is a Mass for our farmers, their 
families, and their workers...not a meet & greet with Bishop 
Tylka. 

 A couple of dates to mark on your calendars would be 
Sunday, December 12, the Feast day of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and Monday, December 13, the Feast day of Saint 
Lucia. Plans are in the works for commemorating each of 

those days. Check the Bulletin. 

 Wednesday, December 8, 
is the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception, a Holy 
Day of Obligation. Check the 
bulletin for Mass times. 

 

 
...about the Advent tradition of the Jesse Tree?? 
 
A Jesse Tree tells the story of Salvation History - how God has 

acted throughout history as He tells 
His Story - the story of His love for us. 
God is Lifegiver, Lawgiver, Savior. 
The name comes from Jesse who 
was the Father of the great Jewish 
King David. The book of Isaiah says: 
A shoot will come up from the stump 
of Jesse; from his roots, a Branch will 
bear fruit. 
The Spirit of 
the LORD will 
rest on him-- 

the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the LORD and he will delight 
in the fear of the LORD. He will not 
judge by what he sees with his eyes, or 
decide by what he hears with his ears; 
but with righteousness, he will judge the 
needy, with justice he will give decisions 
for the poor of the earth. (Isaiah 11:1-4) 
The original Jesse trees were big 
carvings, tapestries or also stained-glass 
windows placed in Churches that 
assisted people unable to read to learn 
about the Bible from the creation story to Christmas.  
Each ornament on the Jesse Tree tells a part of His Story - from 
the Creation of all, through Original Sin and the Flood, through 
the patriarchs and on up to the birth of Jesus. One ornament is 
placed on the Jesse Tree (or Jesse Tree poster) each day. Like 
the Advent calendar, it's a wonderful way for children to keep 
Christ in their hearts as they await the celebration of His birth on 
Christmas Day. St. Mary’s Jesse Trees can be found in both 
corners in the front area of the church during Advent. 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=isaiah+11%3a1-4


 

This year with Adoration in the Church on Thursdays following our School 
Mass, the class that has that Mass stays after Mass for the Exposition of the 
Holy Eucharist. 
 
“Exposition of the Holy Eucharist, either in a ciborium or in a monstrance, leads us to acknowledge Christ’s 
marvelous presence in the sacrament and invites us to the spiritual union 
with him that culminates in sacramental communion. In such exposition 
care must therefore be taken that everything brings out the meaning of 
eucharistic worship in correlation with the Mass.” (Holy Communion and 
Worship of the Eucharist Outside Mass, no. 82) 

 
The Kindergarten and First Grade Classes are pictured with Father Adam, just kneeling before 
Jesus. Mrs. Mackinson, SMS retired teacher who was subbing for us that day, stated, “Children 

are able to kneel quietly and be with Jesus better than we 
adults. They don’t have an agenda and are happy to just 
be in His presence.” Mrs. Corrigan, 1st Grade Teacher 
added, “The children are learning about the Blessed 
Sacrament.” 
Father Adam explained to the children the process of 
setting up the Monstrance. He and the classes then sang a 
hymn. They concluded by saying a prayer together. 
 
As I sat in the church and watched this scene unfold, I was 
mesmerized by the reverence these young children were 
showing to Jesus. Jesus is speaking to each of these children and what greater gift is there 
but for them to kneel before our God saying prayers? 

 
But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.” Luke 18:16 
 

From the Principal’s Desk... 

None of the members of the 
Christ Child Society Pontiac 
Circle had any idea how suc-
cessful their recent book col-
lection project was going to be. 
Bins and containers were 
placed in various places in 
Odell, Pontiac, and Dwight, 
and they just waited for the 
books to come in. And did they 
ever!  
 
Over 900 books were collected 

during the month of October from bins and collections at St. 
Mary’s Church, St. Mary’s School, St. Patrick’s in Dwight, and 
St. Paul’s in Odell, and the Circle was able to spread them to 
various schools and agencies. The Boys and Girls Club of Liv-

ingston County was a huge 
beneficiary (386), as they 
had a great need. But, both 
St. Mary’s School and St. 
Paul’s School in Odell also 
received a fair share of 
materials.  
 
As one member put it, “In 
this world of the Kindle and 
internet, it is a good thing to get the real books back into the 
hands of the children, to keep them from being idle. Not all 
children are fortunate enough to have the Kindle and internet.” 
The CCS wishes to thank everybody who donated to this very 
worthy 
cause. 

CCS Book Drive Helps Many in County 

 Advent is the time of year that allows all of us to prepare our hearts 

properly for the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

With the hectic pace provided by the secular world during the Christmas 

holiday season (especially this year coming out of a pandemic), perhaps 

we can all escape the rush with just a few minutes of time with God every 

day. The Best Advent Ever program does just that—provides the partici-

pant with some thoughtful meditations and reflections each day. Just sign 

up via the website (Best Advent Ever), receive a daily email from Mat-

thew Kelly and his crew, and let God in this Advent. Well worth the time 

for Catholics of all ages. 



IGNITE Youth Attends Diocesan Retreat 

A group of volunteers, led by the Building Committee and the 
Gardening Angels, cleared out a huge area of pavers, rocks, 
branches, and weeds by the  northeast section of the grounds 
earlier this month.  Once the stumps get removed by Trost 
Tree Service, this area by the Pre-School will get grass seed 
planted, making it much easier to maintain.  Those helping 
included (l-r) Mark Corrigan, Mary Timmerman, Paula Pfleger, 
Kathy Dawson, Roger Corrigan, & Linda Folks. Also helping 
were Paula Corrigan, Brenda Shaughnessy, and Mike Francis. 
The Gardening Angels are planning two of these days each 
year, asking for parish volunteers to help out. 

It has been an exciting month for the 

Ignite Youth Group, along with the 

regularly scheduled meetings, a cou-

ple of high schoolers and I ventured 

to St. Monica’s in East Peoria for the 

Abide in Me retreat. Although in the 

past, this retreat has been a three 

day event, but the one day retreat 

was just as jam-packed with good-

ness. It was a fun day, filled with 

games, fellowship, good speakers, 

Mass and Adoration. Bishop Tylka 

said Mass for us and then at dinner, 

he sat and chatted with the teens.  

It truly was a great experience overall to get to be with other 

youths from the diocese and grow in our journey with Jesus together. 

One of the speakers used the example of the day being “a pause on a 

mountain top,” meaning that it was a time to sit on the top of moun-

tain in peace with Jesus, as a way to get away from the noise of every-

day life to better, before continuing our trek 

here on Earth as we try to get to Heaven.  

It really was a great day of peace 

and fun, and the Abide in Me retreat is one 

that I hope we will continue to go to in the 

future. Thank you for your prayers for the 

youth of St. Mary’s and know of our prayers 

for all of you!  

Megan Lauritsen 

 

Volunteers Work to Beautify Parish Campus 



 All Souls: Preparation to Celebration 
A packed church attended the Annual All Souls Day Memorial Mass on November 2, 

commemorating those who have passed in the past year, concelebrated by Father 

Adam and Father David, ably assisted by Deacon Jim Wallace and Acolyte Ray White, 

the first liturgy all four have been involved in together. Father Adam’s message to the 

congregation in his homily was two-fold. Using the colors of his vestments as an exam-

ple, he explained how Purple meant “preparation,” while White stood for 

“celebration.” Whenever the priest wear purple (Advent, Lent, Reconciliation), we are 

reminded that we are preparing properly for what comes next…the joy and celebration 

of the color white (Christmas, Easter, Forgiveness). He included the Canticle of the Sun, 

a song written by St. Francis of Assisi, to illustrate his thoughts. Then Father Adam sol-

emnly read a list of 122 names of parishioners, family members, and friends of parish-

ioners to be recognized in prayer as Deacon Jim And Acolyte Ray lit a ceremonial can-

dle in each one’s honor. Following the Mass, which had organized by the Parish Be-

reavement Committee (a program originally started by Deacon Jim), family members 

were invited to take a candle home and continue to burn it on honor of their loved one. The following were recognized:   

Msgr. William Watson 
Father Neri Greskoviak, OFM 
Father Gerald Verdun 
Fr. William English 
Sister Helen Martin, O.P. 
Sister Catherina Walsh 
Katherine Green 
Gladys Croft 
Ronald Watson 
Donna Eden 
Dorothy Weber 
Pamela Sopiars 
Wayne Denaple 
John Peach 
Thomas Harmon 
Helen Stout 
Joseph Stout 
Carol Brill 
Bernadine Denaple 
William Rich 
Sandra Walter 
Mary Verdun 
Mary Helen Bach 
Mary Ruddy 

Helen Killian 
Patricia DeBoer Stephenson 
Bessie Margaret Busing 
Shirley Carroll 
June Ramseyer 
Michael Shafer 
Margaret Green 
Norma Close 
Diane Schott 
Jimmie Schott 
Carmen Caro Batayola 
John Woodburn 
Dorian McBeath 
Monty Ford 

Janice Campbell 
Oscar Kohlman 
Frances Weber 
Margaret Christianson 
William Martin 

Estalena Gee 

Joyce Swartz 
Jane Kettman 
Raymond Bennington, Jr. 
Edward Masching 
Michael P. Burke 
Tareq Said Hasan 
Elsie Thiel 
Marilyn Martin 
Montrame “Monty” Kohn 
Mary Mote 
Eleanor Wolf 
Gerald DeFrees 
Archie Edward “Mac” McCorvie III 
Barbara “Barbie” Bohm-Smith 
Jerry “Fuzzy” Salvator 
Patricia Brill 
Juanita Walter 
Donald Rasmus 
Raymond Johnson, Sr. 
Mary Spray 
Jesus Carranza 
Patrice Johannes 
Carol Trainor 
Karen “Ferg” Ferguson 
Martha Telford 
Carole Anne Strobbe 
James Causgrove 
A. Louise Masching  
Fred Jury 
Kade Smith 
Geraldine Ralph 
Mary Tronc 
Mary Seemayer Fonfara 
Bryan Lucus 
John Benedino 
John Pouliot 
Kirk Lefler 
Diane Cole 
Shirley Brunner 
Joan Bolz 
James Muir 
Mary Lee Spaniol 
John Gschwendtner 

Eugene Francis, Sr. 
Larry Hassinger 

Michelle Marchetti 
Charles “Chuck” Wright 
Peter Shea 
Brenda Nolan 

Martin Carroll 
Thomas Bednar 
Daniel Woods 
Robert Juhler 
Dr. Helen A. Knutt 
Katy Grove 
Justin Legner 
Rebecca Sprandel 
Therese Henton 
Robert Sporrer 
Dolores Nielsen 
Michael Duncan 
Donna Pike 
Ismael Trevino 
Robert Harty 
Bridget “Betty” Lame 
Roberta Maubach 
Al Killian 
Kevin Patrick Casson 
Phyllis Mullen 
Eugene “Pat” Mullen 
Robert Sanders 
Mary Ann “Mayme” Liptak 
Robert Zielinski 
Joy Juozaitis 
Mallory Brown 

Adam Basil Azhari 

Richard “Dick” Barnard 

Judy Schultheis 



 Supply Chain Worries? Try SCRIP for the Holidays 

With the holidays coming upon us, St. 
Mary’s has an offer that just might elimi-
nate headaches, supply chain worries, 
and stress associated with buying Christ-
mas presents for our loved ones. It’s 
easy; it’s local; and it helps our school. It’s 
our SCRIP Program. And for those won-
dering… 

What is the SCRIP Program?  
SCRIP fundraising is a no-selling program 
that allows families and individuals to 
raise money for St. Mary’s School. 
  
How does SCRIP work?  
You may purchase gift cards from SCRIP 
for some of the biggest brands. The gift 
card store list includes gas stations, gro-
cery stores, department stores, restau-
rants, hotels, and more!  Each retailer 
assigns a specific rebate value that they donate back to our program.  The rebates range from 2-14%.  You just purchase the gift card in your de-
sired amount and receive the amount in full. So instead of using cash, check, or card, the next time you (or the person who receives this as a gift) 
grocery shop, get gas, or do some shopping, you (or that person) could use a gift card from SCRIP! And St. Mary’s School wins, too! 
 
How do you order? 
Order forms can be found in the back vestibule at church.  Fill out your forms and slip it in the SCRIP box along with your payment.  We will take 
Christmas orders on Sundays Nov 21, Nov 28, Dec 5 and Dec 12 with deliveries being made the following Thursday after each order Sunday.  
 
November & December are the two most popular months for the SCRIP program, and this year will be no different. Don’t delay! Get your SCRIP 
orders today!!! Any questions? Contact Taryn Tissiere (815-979-7663) or email her tatjlt@gmail.com.  



From The Back Page       by Mick Peterson 
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 It’s time. 

An FYI. November has been a 
really busy month so far here at 
St. Mary’s. What’s made it special, 
though, has been the number of 
people who have risen to the 
occasion to make it so. For 
example… 
 *** On Halloween morning (okay, so it was October 31), the 
Knights of Columbus held a very successful breakfast for our 
parishioners. And another one will probably be coming in early 
December. 
 *** The Bereavement Committee worked very hard in 
organizing the annual All Souls Day Mass (November 2), which always 
brings a lot of people to Mass.’ 
 ***The Guardian Angels and the Building Committee, plus a 
couple of volunteers spent a Saturday morning (November 6) removing 
bricks, pavers, and rock to beautify an area of our parish campus. 
 ***A little later that morning, the Liturgy Committee held a 
Lector Appreciation program, acknowledging the efforts of that ministry. 
 *** The next day (November 7), after weeks of preparation, 
Bishop Tylka was on hand to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation 
to close to 30 young people. Kudos to Faith Formation and St. Mary’s 
School for all the time and effort they put in. 
 ***The Women’s Guild brought back the annual turkey dinner, 
an event that has been a staple at St. Mary’s for years. And the ladies 
couldn’t do it without the volunteers who bake, wait tables, work in the 
kitchen, prepare Carry-outs, you name it. 
 ***RCIA occurs every other Wednesday, while The Chosen 
group meets weekly to watch and discuss other Christian movies. 
They’re even getting a group to watch The Chosen Christmas Special 
in Bloomington on December 1.  
Think about it. KCs. Bereavement. Building Committee. Liturgy 
Committee. SMS. FF. Women’s Guild. RCIA. All these groups 
represent the giving of time and talent to the benefit of St. Mary’s. There 
are others who fall into that same category…the Adoration group, the 

Youth Group, Faith Friday, the 
Eucharistic ministers, just to name a 
few.  
The point is, despite the pandemic, 
despite the mandates still around, our 
parish continues to be vibrant, to do 
what Jesus said to do…”Go and make 

disciples…” Nobody has been standing on the corner with a 
megaphone, but these people are providing opportunities for 
parishioners to be involved, to share, to enjoy fellowship, to work for a 
cause, to live their faith. And now we want more people to join. Like, 
maybe…you…and...you…and…you. 
Fifteen years ago, when we were trying to get our capital campaign 
going to build our new school addition and the parish hall, our weekend 
Mass schedule consisted of FOUR Masses and an attendance which 
averaged well over 1100 each weekend.  Now…we have yet to reach 
500 total for our weekend three Masses since the pandemic began, but 
we did have a recent encouraging development. 
During the weekend of November 6-7, 400 attended our weekend 
Masses, while a whopping 392 alone attended the Confirmation Mass! 
All told…792! And there was room for even more---maybe 100 more- at 
the Confirmation Mass too.  
Regardless of the situation or decision that has kept folks away, It’s 
time to reconsider. Sure, the Bishop has said it’s not “mandatory,” but 
doesn’t that just refer to people with medical issues? Those with Covid 
risks? Or other health risks? If you have been vaccinated, there is no 
reason to fear. None. 
And, just so there is no confusion…WE WANT YOU BACK! WE 
WELCOME YOU BACK! No questions…no judgments made…no 
opinions offered….we just want you back to where we all belong…
members of the St. Mary’s parish. Members of God’s family! 
Advent is a great time to start. The Best Advent Ever can get the ball 
rolling; just sign up and get a daily r. The church is open from till 8 at 
night for prayer. Masses are always posted. Let’s walk the Advent path 
together towards the celebration of our Savior’s birth. It’s time…It’s 
OUR time! 


