
 Rite of Election Inspires RCIA Candidates  

 

Thirteen Set to Finish Journey at Easter Vigil Service  

When our world plunged into pandemic status, many 

of us were thinking about how we could stay most 

safe and where we were going to get our next supply 

of toilet paper. As the days, weeks, and months wore 

on, an absence of rou ne and a God‐sized hole began 

to wear away at many of us. We were faced with a 

decision: would we try to maintain our rela onship 

with Jesus, or would it go on hold? Many of the 

“normal” ways to include Jesus in our lives were 

taken away overnight, and it has taken  me for each 

of them to return. Many of those ways look different 

now.  

But our God is a steadfast God, and He was, is, and 

always will be working. Our lessons to be learned 

from this pandemic con nue to be revealed. 

Now here we are, a year later, and St. Mary’s will be 

welcoming 13 people into full ini a on with the 

Catholic Church at Easter Vigil. These people made 

the choice to draw closer to Jesus during the 

pandemic. It’s inspiring to see! The 13 candidates and 

their families made a commitment amidst a 

pandemic. They each had a choice—to either be led 

closer or keep their distance, and they chose to build 

their rela onship with Jesus and his Church. 

Our 2021 RCIA class consists of Jan Kennedy, Jeff 

Meister, Jaylyn Brauman, Steve & Pam Faber, Adam 

Heidenreich, Kaley McDonald, Jodi Minnaert, 

Jacqueline Mitchell, Michelle Revoir, Anne Semler‐

Collery, and Alex Strong, along with Allison Hankins 

who a ended RCIA classes at ISU’s Newman Center 

as an ISU graduate student. 

A strong showing of St. Mary’s RCIA members and 

their families a ended the Rite of Elec on at the 

Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Immaculate 

Concep on in Peoria on February 20 (photo above). 

What a great experience with 

Bishop Jenky and a memorable 

step towards saying, “Yes” to 

becoming fully ini ated 

members of the Catholic Church. 

Following Easter Vigil, the RCIA 

class will meet for two more 

classes of mystagogy, or 

con nued forma on, on April 7 and 21. 

Thank you to all those praying for our RCIA members 

on their journey. Your con nued prayers are 

appreciated as each candidate, like each of us, strives 

to improve prayer life and grow closer to Jesus. 

By the wonders of technology, we are grateful to 

have had St. Mary’s Flocknote members joining the 

RCIA livestreams or watching at a  me that worked 

for them. Thank you to all those who par cipated in 

any way.   ‐Alison Tarr 
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Lent, Holy Week, Easter Schedule 2021 
Tuesday, March 23   Penance Service 

Annual Lenten Penance Service at 
7:00PM - several priests available for 
confessions 

 

March 27-28   Palm Sunday 

Saturday (4:00 PM) & Sunday (7:00 AM 
and 9:30 AM). Palms will be blessed and 
given to congregation as they enter Mass 

 

March 29   Monday of Holy Week 

7:00 AM Mass followed by Adoration 

Confession Day – Father Adam will be available for Sacrament of 
Reconciliation from 12-2 PM Drive-Thru parking lot Confessions & 5:30-
7:30 PM inside church Confessions 

 

March 30   Tuesday of Holy Week 

7:00 AM Mass followed by Adoration 

Chrism Mass at Cathedral at 1 PM – Holy Oils used throughout the year 
will be blessed during this liturgy 

 

March 31   Wednesday of Holy Week 

7:00 AM Mass - NO ADORATION 

Special Presentation of Stations of the Cross – 6:30 PM in Church – 
Follow Christ’s Journey to the Cross using scenes from Mel Gibson’s 
movie presentation Passion of the Christ 

 

April 1   Holy Thursday  

Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper at 
7 PM - Ceremony will include Eucharistic 
Procession – Adoration and Meditation 

  

April 2   Good Friday  

Liturgy of the Passion and Death of Jesus 
– Noon  & 5:30 PM  

Reading of the Passion, Veneration of the 
Cross, General Intercessions, Distribution 
of Holy Communion - NO ADORATION 

 

April 3   Holy Saturday  

Easter Vigil Service – 8 PM in Church – Lighting of the Easter Fire and 
Paschal Candle; Singing of the Exsultet (Easter Proclamation); the Liturgy 
of the Word; the Liturgy of the Initiation (we welcome our RCIA class of 
13, one of the largest in Peoria diocese); celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

 

April 4   Easter Sunday 

6:30 AM Mass 8:30 AM Mass 10:30 Mass 

Drive Through Communion following 10:30 Mass from 11:30-Noon 

 Adoration will STOP at 8 PM on 3/30 and resume on Friday, April 9 
– Church will still be open for those wishing to stop by & pray 

 Overflow for Masses on weekends will be set up in the School’s 
MPR room (old gym) where Mass will be shown online 

 Greeters, Lectors, Servers, & EMHC will be contacted by 
Coordinator to determine availability and assigned time of service 

First Communion Classes Receive Sacrament of Reconciliation 

The Faith Formation Class (left) had their first Confession in early February while St. Mary’s students (right) received theirs on March 11. Both classes 
will combine to receive their First Communion at a special Mass scheduled for April 25. Prayer posters are available to sign in the front of church. 



News & Notes Around St. Mary’s Parish 
 ICYMI—Our food pantry has a new 

name –St. Mary’s Food Pantry. 
The name change came as a result 
of our no longer being a member 
of the Na onal St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. Same place, same service, 
same schedule, same distribu on. 
We ask that future checks be made 
payable to: St. Mary’s Food Pantry. 

 ICYMI #2—Aluminum cans are no longer being accepted at St. 
Mary’s. The area where they had been deposited needs to remain 
open and clear as it is actually an Emergency Fire exit for both the 

Church and the School. And we 
currently have no other place to 
store them. The Youth Group, 
which had received the proceeds 
from the cans through the years,  
appreciates all the dona ons 
from generous folks over the 
years. 

 LAST KC DRIVE UP FISH FRY 
for Lent 2021 will be held Friday, March 26 
from 5‐7pm at the Parish Hall. Park on the 
Chicago Street side where your order will be 
taken and then delivered by the volunteer 
help. Baked cod or fried pollack—potato—
and side. Free will offering accepted. NO Fish 
Fry on Good Friday. 

 Easter flowers may once again be  purchased 
in memory or in honor of a loved one as part 
of our church decora ng for Easter. All memorials will be listed in 

the Easter Sunday bulle n. Place 
your dona on and the inten on 
with your name inside an envelope 
and deposit in the collec on basket 
or mail it to the Parish Office. 
Available purchases include; Lily 
($10); Small Mum ($15); Large 
Mum ($20); Azalea ($30). 

 Since the church has opened to in‐person Masses last June, Father 
Adam has graciously distributed Holy Communion in the parking lot 
a er the 9:30 a.m. Mass for those who could not or chose not to 
a end public Masses.  On Easter Sunday Father will con nue this 
prac ce a er the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass for those who wish to 
receive Our Lord on this 
special day and will not 
a end Easter Mass. This is 
such a special opportunity 
for parishioners who have 
not received the Eucharist in 
the past year. Everyone is 
welcome! 

 The Faith Forma on Confirma on Class, under the direc on of Deb 
Alsdorf, con nues  to show the way on their journey to receiving 
the Sacrament this fall. Their latest project was to raise money on 
their own and use it to purchase dona ons for the St. Mary’s Food 

Pantry. The photo shows Pantry 
coordinator Evelyn Ribordy displaying the 
offerings the children made. 

 Pictured below are just some of the items 
that have turned up in our Lost and Found 
at the church. These and other things can 
be claimed at the basket back by St. 
Patrick’s statue in the ves bule. If they are 
not claimed, all items will be donated or 
disposed of. 

...WHO are the patron saints 
of funeral directors and 
pallbearers? 
 
Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus. The actions of these 
two influential Jewish leaders give 
insight into the charismatic power 
of Jesus and his teachings—and 
the risks that could be involved in 
following him. 

Joseph was a respected, 
wealthy civic leader who 
had become a disciple of 
Jesus. Following the death 
of Jesus, Joseph obtained 
Jesus’ body from Pilate, 
wrapped it in fine linen and 
buried it. For these reasons, 
Joseph is considered one of 
the patron saints of funeral 
directors and pallbearers. 
More important is the 
courage Joseph showed in 
asking Pilate for Jesus’ 
body. Jesus was a condemned criminal who had been 
publicly executed. According to some legends, Joseph was 
punished and imprisoned for such a bold act. 

Nicodemus was a Pharisee and, like Joseph, an important 
first-century Jew. We know from John’s Gospel that 
Nicodemus went to Jesus at night—secretly—to better 
understand his teachings about the kingdom. Later, he spoke 
up for Jesus at the time of his arrest, arguing that Jesus had 
a right to a trial, and assisted in Jesus’ burial. His willingness 
to assist Joseph in procuring Jesus’ body for burial includes 
him as a patron saint of funeral directors and pallbearers as 
well. Tradition holds that St. Nicodemus was martyred, 
though no record remains. 



 

 
Hello everyone and welcome to March! 
 
We are now a full year into “this,” and I believe there has never 
been a time more important for us to share good news as we 
enter this month of March. Here are a few exciting things to 
share as we get ready for Spring: 
1. Yesterday, I was reminded of the importance of not 

becoming a workaholic. I was in my office, and Danielle Gill 
(St. Mary’s Development Director) had her two children 
having fun in the hallway. I was pretty done being at my 
desk, so I got up and asked them if they wanted to play a 
game. We played the lawn game, Washers, in the hallway 
in the parish center and had a great time. God uses 
children to remind us to have fun in life.  

2. I was with some of our staff this morning, and we shared a 
great deal of random stories about life that had us all 
reminding ourselves of the importance of stopping and 
remembering the blessings of life. Laughter is always a way 
to get ourselves out of a rut.  

3. Our 2nd Graders from St. Mary’s School and Faith 
Formation (CCD) have just received the gift of freedom 
from sin in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It is so 
powerful to see them come with nervousness and leave 
with joy. What a gift God has given us in this sacrament of 
healing!  

4. For the first time in almost a year, I went outside with a 
friend this week to throw a baseball – one of my favorite 
things to do. Even better, by God’s grace, I have grown in 
prudence because my arm isn’t throbbing from pain after 
overdoing it and throwing out my arm.  

5. I have had a great time praying and meeting online each 
week with my dad, brother, and brother-in-law as we do the 
33-day Consecration to St. Joseph. His feast day is coming 
up on March 19, and it is a Friday in Lent. I can’t wait as we 

are able to eat meat since it is a 
solemnity – the highest kind of 
feast days in the church calendar. 
We are very excited to eat some 
big, juicy rib-eyes on a Friday in 
Lent to celebrate St. Joseph! 

6. Let me remind you of the joys of 
friendship. Find ways to spend 
time with people that you are friends with. I have been able 
to see several friends from around the state in the last 
month as they have been coming to visit me on Sundays 
after Mass. They are a great blessing for me as they 
remind me that we are running on mission toward Jesus all 
over the country and world.  

7. We are getting ready to welcome 12 people into the 
Catholic faith as we look forward to the Easter season, and 
I will actually add 2 additional folks since a parishioner is 
also being brought into our Catholic faith who attends 
Illinois State University and another person just became 
Catholic in one of our nursing homes in town. Cool stuff is 
happening. and people are coming to Jesus in these times. 

8. I have been growing in my walk with Christ as so many of 
you have been keeping tabs on me and making sure I am 
not complaining (what I gave up for Lent). My prayer is that 
you are all going strong on that front too.  

 
Those are just a few things to share some good news with you 
in this holy season of Lent. Keep spreading the good news of 
joy and avoiding complaints. There is far more to be excited 
about than to be frustrated with. Keep spreading joy and know 
that God is doing powerful things in you and at St. Mary’s. God 
bless you all!  
 
Father Adam  

Making Disciples for the Mission:  
Good News for March 

Big Changes Coming to 
SMS Classrooms  

Exciting things continue to happen at St. Mary’s! After 
much discussion and planning, we are going to change 
some classrooms! Which classrooms, you may ask? To 
begin with, we are moving all music, general music, 
chorus, and band to the Kindergarten room. For those 
who have been here a long time and remember when the 
new addition was constructed 15 years ago, you may 
remember the Kindergarten room was actually designed 
for Music as it has sound walls to help with acoustics. 
Both Mrs. Yedinak and Mrs. Erickson are super excited to 
finally have all their musical needs met in one room!  
 

Other exciting moves will be moving Kindergarten to the 3rd grade room, while 
the third graders will move upstairs to the library space. We are moving the 
library downstairs to the music office which is next to the main office, while 
creating a space in the lobby for an inviting and engaging space for students to 
read or work in small groups. The computer lab will be moved to the former atrium which is in the convent, Art is there along with the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Atrium.  
 
Endorsed by the Parish Building Committee, these moves are consistent with keeping our classes in pods. With the changes, K-2 will 
be in the same hallway, 3-5 will be adjacent to one another now on the second floor, and the junior high (6-8) will also be next to one 
another on the second floor, allowing for collaboration when necessary between classes.  
 
These moves will be completed this summer so we have a fresh new look for students returning next fall. I am very excited about 
creating these new spaces for our students and teachers. There is definitely JOY here at St. Mary’s!        Principal Karen Jones 



Drive-Thru Communion, Church 
Layout Prove to be Successful 

Drive‐thru Communion con nues to be available a er 9:30am Mass each Sunday. Father Adam is available from around 10:30 un l 11:00am each 

Sunday so that he can bring the Eucharist to you safely from your car. Shown below is an image from the third Sunday of Lent. Cars enter the 

church/school parking lot from Chicago Street and are guided by the orange cones. Cars follow one another to where they stop at the garage and 

greet Father and Jesus. When the weather gets even nicer, Father will be under a tent  to accommodate those in the Drive‐thru line.  

On Easter Sunday, Father will be available for Drive‐thru Communion a er the 10:30am Mass from 11:30am un l noon, or un l the last person is 

served. 

A view from the choir loft 

This picture of our church was taken from 

the choir lo  five minutes before 9:30am 

Mass began on the third Sunday of Lent. For 

those who have not been inside St. Mary’s 

Church in a while, you will no ce that 

sea ng is every‐other pew. Ushers also help 

to ensure physical spacing between people. 

Family members may sit close together. 

Holy water and missale es have been 

removed, but you are welcome to fill your 

own bo le with Holy Water from the font 

near the Sacristy. Missale es are available 

for you to keep and bring back with you for 

the next Mass. You may no ce that there is 

no sign of peace prior to Communion, and 

lines for Communion are single file with 

increased spacing between people. Despite 

these li le changes, the Mass s ll feels like 

the Mass. God’s Word is proclaimed, Jesus 

always shows up, and we have the 

opportunity to worship Him and receive 

Him. What a gi ! 



From The Back Page             by Mick Peterson 

Church of St. Mary 
Box 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 

Address Service Requested  
 Happy Anniversary Everyone! 

 
We have all been victims of the Pandemic for a year now, in one way or 
another. Think back to last March. As we were getting ready to approach 
Holy Week, churches were suddenly shut down; schools were closed; 
liturgies were halted. No Holy Week services. No washing of the Feet on 
Holy Thursday. No reading of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday. No 
initiation of our RCIA candidates at the Easter Vigil. No new Spring outfits 
to wear on Easter Sunday morning Mass. Thank God for modern 
technology as we had Masses streamed into our homes so at least we 
could participate that way. But we lost that “personal touch” one gets by 
being in the church itself. We lost that camaraderie and fellowship we 
enjoyed by sharing our faith with others. We could only see Father Adam 
through the lens of a computer.   
  
The Corona virus changed our lives, yet St. Mary’s continued to find ways 
to keep our faith alive, our spirits high, our hopes for a viable solution. 
Drive Through Communion and Confession began, as Father Adam 
improvised as best he could to maintain contact with our parishioners and 
provide us with a chance to receive the Sacraments. By Father’s Day– 
almost three months later—matters eased enough so that our churches 
were allowed to reopen...with restrictions – every other pew roped off; 
25% capacity at Masses; social distancing. People slowly came back to 
the 9:30 Sunday Mass. As attendance climbed, weekend masses were 
added – first Saturday at 4, then Sunday at 7. We were almost “normal.” 
Then daily masses were restored. The choir showed up on Sunday and 
Saturday; music was played again. Finally, Adoration came back – in the 
church, a day at a time, as adorers filled up the time slots from 8-8.  
 
Then, another setback. Father Adam contracted the virus. Father David 
was quarantined due to contact tracing. Another priest in the area caught 
the virus. During the week, volunteers stepped up to keep the adoration 
chapel going, even though we had no daily masses. A couple of priests 
sacrificed their time to offer weekend masses for us. And we stood 
together until our priests were healthy again.  
 

Christmas Masses were 
well attended, especially 
the 12 noon Mass on 
Christmas Eve for senior 
citizens only, some of 
whom were attending their 
first Mass since March. 
Another virus surge 
occurred, followed by 
winter weather – snow 
and cold - which began to 
affect those wanting to get 
out. But then, the vaccines were being issued; weather improved, and the 
numbers started inching up again, as our people began to gain more 
confidence.  
 
On the weekend of March 6-7, St. Mary’s had the highest turnout of 
attendees for Masses since the Pandemic began – 107 at the Saturday 
4:00 Mass, another 103 at the Sunday 7:00 Mass, and a near capacity 
136 at the 9:30 Mass, for a total of 346! Another 160 hits viewed the 9:30 
Mass online. The previous attendance high had been 331 on the weekend 
of October 31/November 1. Our Liturgy Committee, who stayed very 
active during the past year, had the foresight to open up Overflow Seating 
in the MPR (old gym) for the foreseeable future in the event that the 
situation dictates more than our church limit allows. Not only that, but a 
Eucharistic Minister will deliver Holy Communion during the Mass (not 
after) for those in the MPR. And not only that, but the Drive Through 
Communion will also take place on Easter Sunday following the 10:30 
Mass for those not able to attend one of the four weekend Masses.  
 
St. Mary’s – you should be proud. One year later, we are standing tall.  
We have fought the good fight – No, a GREAT fight!! The fight is not over; 
we have to get back to the new NORMAL, whatever that is going to be. 
Because there are more souls out there to reach. For those of you still 
waiting to return, now is as good a time as any. Our doors are open! And 
YOU are always welcome here at St. Mary’s! 


