WATCH Goal Build C o n f i d e n c e
For eleven years now, the annual WATCH (We Are The
Church) Retreat held here at St. Mary’s has provided our
adult parishioners the opportunity to grow closer to the Lord
in a weekend environment filled with prayer, worship, and
fellowship – without having to leave Pon ac and being able
to sleep in their own beds. With the theme of “Confidence”
at its forefront, that chance comes again during the weekend
of March 27‐
29, and the
price is
merely an
investment
of me.
WATCH
leader this
year is Mark
Stoeckel,
and he, along with his commi ee of organizers, has gone to
great lengths to ensure that this retreat will be as good, if
not be er than previous ones. Kim Davis, one of those
organizers of the event, promises that this edi on of WATCH
will be “...an amazing weekend, filled with fun and worship,
a great opportunity for reflec on and renewal.”
Many come not knowing what to expect at all during the

event,
while s ll
others return thinking they know the agenda. However, led
by the Holy Spirit, it’s the dynamics of the retreat that
changes every year, and the impact those dynamics have on
the hearts of the par cipants is what makes it so special.
A endees can count on the influence of the Holy Spirit ‐
excellent speakers (including our clergy), emo onal
tes monies, deep, prayerful soul‐searching, and inspira onal
music. However, the key element will be meaningful
fellowship and, perhaps, new, sincere friendships amongst
the par cipants themselves, coming from the laughter and
tears that people will share. Faith becomes for fied, love of
God increases, and the rela onship with Christ and each
other becomes evident. What a great way to spend a Lenten
weekend!
Once again, the dates are March 27 (7‐9:30 PM), March 28
(7:45 AM‐9:30 PM), and March 29 (7:30 AM‐4 PM). This a
FREE event‐ no fee to join. ALL meals are provided, along
with plenty of snacks and breaks during the weekend.
Registra on forms can be found in the church ves bule, or
feel free to contact Kim Davis at
kimberlydavis0823@hotmail.com, or by calling/tex ng 309‐
533‐2558.
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Ten individuals will complete their RCIA journey at
the Easter Vigil Mass on April 11, joining the St.
Mary’s parish community as full‐fledged members
of the Catholic Church and the Mys cal Body of
Christ. The group consists of two teenagers, a pair
of senior ci zens, a father and daughter, a doctor,
several others from the medical field, a few
spouses of current parishioners – all in all, a
definite microcosm of St. Mary’s parish.
Their road began five months ago during the
beginnings of Come and See, as they literally took
the advice oﬀered by the program to a end a
couple of mee ngs to see if God might be calling
them to inves gate further. During the process, the
group has been exposed to many opportuni es to
learn about the Catholic faith, the emo ons of the
tes monials, the importance of the Sacraments,
and the power of prayer. On February 29, the St.
Mary’s con ngent took part in the Rite of Elec on at the Cathedral in Peoria, led by Bishop Jenky (see picture above). And now,
they stand at the edge of their trek, and the excitement is about to grow.
Come and See class was held on March 18, tying together all loose ends and answering any final ques ons. On April 1, the ten will
be led through a rehearsal of what to expect during the Holy Saturday Vigil liturgy. The following week, on April 8, the group will
be part of the parish‐wide Sta ons of the Cross and Reconcilia on in final prepara on for the big event.
During the Vigil, each member will receive the Sacraments of Ini a on. Those already bap zed will receive the Sacraments of
Holy Eucharist and Confirma on, while those not bap zed will receive the Sacrament of Bap sm as well. On April 15, a potluck
celebra on for the class, their family members, and all those who have supported them along the way will be held in the parish
hall.
The 2020 class includes: Virginia Basse , Savannah Doran, Vanessa Kapper, Lilly Logan, Ray Logan, Ricky Matuszewski, Aaron
Metcalf, Tom Murphy, Nicki Salinas, and Bill Schulz.

Lent/Holy Week Schedule 2020
Tuesday, March 31 – 7:00 PM
Annual Lenten
Penance Service- 7:00PM –
Several Priests available for
confessions
April 4/5 Palm Sunday
Saturday (4:00 PM) &
Sunday (7:00 AM) will use
Solemn Entrance for MassPalms will be given to
congregation as they enter
Mass
Sunday (9:30 AM)
Congregation is asked to meet
in the MPR room of St. Mary’s
School. From there, attendees will receive palms and song sheets to
participate in Procession from MPR to the church. Choir will assist along
the way.
Monday of Holy Week
7:00 AM Mass
Confession Day – Priests will be available for Sacrament of
Reconciliation from 11 AM until 7 PM

April 8

Wednesday of Holy Week
7:00 AM Mass
Special Presentation of Stations of the
Cross – 6:30 PM in Church – Follow Christ’s
Journey to the Cross using scenes from Mel
Gibson’s movie presentation Passion of the Christ
April 9

Holy Thursday
Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper at
7 PM- Ceremony will include Washing of the Feet –
Eucharistic Procession – Adoration and Meditation
Area Church Visits---Join our fellow
Vicariate parishes in traveling to their churches for a
period of time for prayer and meditation---details to
come in the bulletin
April 10 Good Friday
Liturgy of the Passion and Death of Jesus – Noon – Reading of
the Passion, Veneration of the Cross, General Intercessions, distribution
of Holy Communion

April 6

April 7

Tuesday of Holy Week
7:00 AM Mass
Chrism Mass at Cathedral at 1 PM – Holy Oils used throughout
the year will be blessed during this liturgy - SMS 6th Grade students to
attend

April 11 Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil Service – 8 PM in Church – Lighting of the Easter
Fire and Paschal Candle; Singing of the Exsultet (Easter Proclamation);
the Liturgy of the Word; the Liturgy of the Initiation (we welcome our RCIA
class of 10, one of the largest in Peoria diocese); celebration of the Holy
Eucharist
April 12 Easter Sunday
7:00 AM Mass

9:30 AM Mass

What Happened in the Garden of Gethsemane?
The garden at Gethsemane, a
place whose name literally
means “oil press,” is located
on a slope of the Mount of
Olives just across the Kidron
Valley from Jerusalem. A
garden of ancient olive trees
stands there to this day. Jesus
frequently went to
Gethsemane with His
disciples to pray (John 18:2).
The most famous events at
Gethsemane occurred on the
night before His crucifixion when Jesus was betrayed. Each of the Gospel
writers describes the events of that night with slight variations, so reading the
four accounts (Matthew 26:36-56, Mark 14:32-52, Luke 22:40-53 and John
18:1-11) will give an accurate picture of that momentous night in its entirety.
In his guidebook to the Holy Land, Jerome Murphy O’Connor sets the scene
in the garden at the start of Jesus’ passion well:
“Having eaten the Paschal meal somewhere in the city (Lk 22:10), Jesus
‘went forth with his disciples across the Kidron valley, where there was a
garden’ (Jn 18:1) on the Mount of Olives called Gethsemane (Mk 14:26, 32).
The place was known to Judas, ‘for Jesus often met there with his
disciples’ (Jn 18:2), perhaps to take a rest (while reflecting on the
experiences of the day) before starting the climb up the steep slopes en route
to Bethany. Jesus knew his life to be in danger (Jn 11:8, 16); he suspected
Judas of treachery (Mk 14:17-21). On his way up the Kidron valley he could
not have avoided seeing the tombs in the bright moonlight. Awareness of the
imminence of death struck him with great force; he had to stop and be alone
for a moment because a decision had to be made. His enemies would come
from the city, but ten minutes’ fast walking would bring him to the top of the
Mount of Olives with the open desert before him. Escape would be easy; he
could postpone the inevitable. Only in prayer could he find the answer to the
agonizing question of whether to stand or retreat.”
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We know that Jesus decided to choose
faithfulness to his mission, and put his trust in
God. While his body was crucified on the
cross, his will was crucified in the garden when
he prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible that
this cup pass without my drinking it, your will
be done!” (Mt 26:42).
We can’t be absolutely certain where Jesus
prayed in the garden that night, but there is a
prominent rock outcropping in the area that
has been venerated by Christians for many
centuries. In the fourth century, a church was
built over it, and a newer one was built on the
site in 1924. (Note the chalice-shaped base of
the altar.) It is known as the Church of All
Nations because 12 different countries
contributed to its construction.
The events that occurred in the Garden of
Gethsemane have reverberated down through the centuries. The passion
Jesus displayed on that momentous night has been depicted in music, books,
and films for centuries. From the 16th century, when Bach wrote two
magnificent oratorios based on the gospel accounts of Matthew and John, to
the present day with the film The Passion of the Christ, the story of this
extraordinary night has been told again and again. Even our language has
been affected by these events, giving us such phrases as “he who lives by
the sword dies by the sword” (Matthew 26:52); “the spirit is willing, but the
flesh is weak” (Mark 14:38); and “sweating drops of blood” (Luke 22:44). Of
course, the most important impact of this night was the willingness of our
Savior to die on the cross in our place in order to pay the penalty for our sins.
God “made Him who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). This is the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

St. Mary’s News & Tidbits
There will be NO Fish Fry on
Friday, March 28 due to the
beginning of the WATCH weekend
in the Parish hall. The FINAL KC
Fish Fry of the year occurs on Friday,
April from 5-7pm. Crowds have been
great so far. Price is $10 adults and $5
kids. $35 Max for immediate family only.






See the Calendar of Events on Page 2 for the rest of Lent and
Holy Week schedule. Some highlights to point out:
 Lenten Penance Service on March 31 at 7pm
Procession at 9:30am Mass on Palm Sunday starting in the MPR
of St. Mary’s School (Old Gym)
Father Adam has declared Monday of Holy Week to be
“Confession Day” - “I will make any sacrifices necessary to help
people come to the Sacrament of Reconciliation—Hours that day
are 11am-7pm
 Wednesday—Passion of the
Christ Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm
in the church. If you haven’t
experienced this version of the
Stations, please plan to attend.
 Following our Holy Thursday
liturgy, we are all invited to participate
in the Vicariate Church Visits. Watch
the bulletin for details of this event,
commemorating Jesus’ Agony in the Garden.
10 NEW parishioners coming into the church during the Easter
Vigil liturgy Saturday night starting at 8pm. How cool is that!

With the medical issues we are all
experiencing currently, we will continue
to refrain from distributing the Precious
Blood at Mass until the crisis eases. The Sign
of Peace will also be suspended during this
time. On Good Friday, during the Adoration
of the Cross, the congregation is asked to
bow before the Cross when we come to
venerate it.

...some of these symbols and
customs used during the

Triduum?
From the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper un l
Evening Prayer on Easter Sunday, the Church
celebrates a very special period called the Paschal
Triduum. As the Catechism explains, the Easter
Triduum is the summit of the Liturgical Year which
marks the end of the Lenten season. Because of
this spiritual shi , unique symbols and customs used during this liturgical
season need to be explained.

Holy Thursday
Ringing of the Bells ——During the “Gloria,” which is sung
on Holy Thursday, we hear the altar bells ringing! We are
celebra ng Mass for the last me under the Easter Vigil, and
the Church is in mourning, so the bells will remain silent
un l we sing the “Gloria” again.
EucharisƟc Procession and ReposiƟon
The Church’s tabernacle, while normally filled with the
Blessed Sacrament and reserved hosts, is emp ed
and brought to the Altar of Repose where the
faithful is invited to join in Adora on. The
procession is meant to be of great importance for
the community and reminds us of the walk that
Christ is about to take the following day on the Via
Dolorosa, but instead of being nailed to a cross, we
place our King in a place of honor.

The Knights of Columbus has agreed
to sponsor the Annual Run for Respect
5K/Fun Walk this year. Another
example of the KC’s community
outreach program. Get those jogging shoes
ready!
Don’t forget about
the “almsgiving”
phase of our
Lenten journey.
These little “banks” can hold lots of loose change.
Or, as was suggested, you might just donate a
“Night Out for Dinner” towards helping those less
fortunate than we are. Whatever you choose,
know that someone is really appreciative.
FROM THE RECTORY: DO NOT PARK IN
FRONT OF THE DUMPSTER AT ANY TIME!
“When you support the Annual
Diocesan Appeal, not only do you
support the Diocese, but you also
support your parishes, schools, and
communities. You enable everyone to
grow in knowing, loving, and serving
God. We are helping one another on our
journey to be with God for eternity.” Bishop Jenky
Petitions are currently available for
interested parties thinking about running
for St. Mary’s School Commission on
Education. Two seats are up for election
this year. Petitions must be returned by
March 27 with 25 signatures from registered
parishioners, along with a brief resume of
background and qualifications. Requirements
are 18 years of age or older and a registered
member of St. Mary’s.

Good Friday
Fonts
A er the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, churches are supposed
to empty their Holy Water Fonts in “prepara on
of the blessing of the water at the Easter Vigil,
and it corresponds to those days (Good Friday &
Holy Saturday) on which the Eucharist is not
celebrated.” (EWTN)
ProstraƟon
On Good Friday, the
Church is mourning the death of Jesus and is full of
sorrow. In response, the priest (and deacon, if
present) prostrates himself in front of a stark,
barren altar. No music and none of the usual
pomp and circumstance that comes with start of a
liturgical celebra on. Only sacraments to be
celebrated on this day are Reconcilia on and Anoin ng of the Sick. The earth
has gone quiet.

Holy Saturday
The Light of Christ
From the fire used to light the Easter candle, the
inscrip on on the Easter Candle, and the
procession into Church, light is integral to the
Easter Vigil due to its representa on of the “light of
Christ, rising in glory,” sca ering the “darkness of
our hearts and minds.”
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To Know. To Love. To Serve.
Music Week
March is National Music Month, and Mrs. Yedinak and Mrs.
Erickson were very busy. They were preparing a week full of
skits, music, and special lessons to celebrate National Music
Week at SMS. The agenda for that week was on Monday, the
chorus sang “Step In Time” from the movie Mary Poppins. On
Tuesday, the band members performed a skit about Ludwig van
Beethoven. After that, they performed “Ode to Joy.” On
Wednesday, the elementary school kids did a book lesson called
“Offistration.” Parents came and participated in the Jr. High
Chorus class. On Thursday, the school watched a video of the
New York City Young People's Chorus (NYCYP) singing
“Pinwheels,” which is the theme for National Music Month. Mrs.
Katy Sartoris, St. Mary’s School Art Teacher, helped the kids make pinwheels for Music Week. Later on Thursday, parents got to
watch the Jr. High Band rehearse. To end their day, students got to celebrate
all those doing the solo and ensemble music contest with a pep rally.
When Mrs. Erickson was asked why she felt Music Week was important she
replied with, “It’s good for the brain, it makes people happy, and it helps your
brain grow.” Both teachers were hoping that this week promoted awareness of
the importance of music since many people do not realize that music is
important to our education like any other class. They also hoped that this
week gave all students more enthusiasm about music. Many of our teachers
in St. Mary’s School were also excited about National Music Week. Jr. High
English teacher Mrs. Cheek said, “It’s a great way to showcase the talents in
our school.” Students not in any musical program were also excited. Michael
Kuska said, “It’s a good addition to our school.”

Boys Basketball
This year’s boys basketball program had an extremely successful
season with both junior high teams making it to the IESA State
Tournament. The 7th grade team made it to the Elite Eight in February.
In seventh grade's first game in regionals they played the eight seed
Donovan and won 38 - 11. Then in their second round of regionals they
played Hopkins Park Lorenzo Smith and won 32 - 18. Then they ended
up winning the Championship game by a total of 20 against MVK. The
sectional game was February 5th, and the Saints took on Marseilles
Milton - Pope and won by 11 points. Then came their first round in state
on Saturday, February 8th, as they played a local school from
Bloomington which was Normal Epiphany. They ended up losing in a
nail biter at the end of the game by 3 points to finish up their season.
Not to be out done by the 7th grade team, the 8th grade team won their regional Championship 58-29 by defeating Ransom. Then
for Sectionals the Saints played Elwood and won 58-25 clinching the team’s berth to the state tournament. In the first round of the
state tournament in Macon, IL, the boys played Potomac and won 50-23. They turned around and played later that night. They lost a
close game to Oglesby Holy Family by a score of 37-38. Then the eighth grade team played on Thursday, February 20th against
Lovejoy. Despite losing that game and taking home the 4th place
trophy, the boys had a great run all season and they were very happy
to be in the Final Four.
In the beginning of the season, the 8th grade boys had one goal:
State. They made it to state in seventh grade and knew it could be
done again. The team had high hopes the whole season and took
down a couple teams they had never defeated before which included
Prairie Central and Bloomington Corpus Christi. Against Corpus
Christi, the Saints jumped ahead quickly with a big lead of 19 points.
The Saints were leading the whole game and shutting down their two
best scorers. Late in the fourth quarter they made a push and almost
brought it back to a tie game. They came as close as three points.
Another goal the team accomplished was beating Prairie Central. The
two rivals played in Forrest on their eighth grade night. It was a back and forth game the whole game until late in the fourth quarter
when SMS pushed ahead by five points. The Saints were victorious.
The 8th grade boys started off the season getting 2nd in the Morris tournament. Then later in the season they placed 3rd in the
Livingston County Tournament. Towards the end of the season, the Saints won the Morton Blessed Sacrament tournament by
defeating Peoria St. Jude 43-29. Once again the Saints left their mark in the area and the state. Way to go boys!!
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To Know. To Love. To Serve.
First Reconciliation
Father Mike Schmitz said, “Confession isn’t a place where I acknowledge sin has beat me, but that I’m letting Jesus win.” The second
graders made their first Reconciliation on March 13. They had been preparing for their first Reconciliation since August, but they worked
in depth on it since the beginning of January. The students did test runs with friends in their class to help them prepare for the big day.
One activity that Mrs. Duffy implemented with the kids was making little sheep as a symbol of them being the sheep and God being their
Shepherd. This showed them that God is taking them on a journey into eternal happiness with our Heavenly Father. This project was
the kids favorite in getting ready to make their first confession.
Mrs. Duffy also took her second grade class over to church to see the confessional and to help prepare them for what it would be like
inside. Many of the students said it was cold. What they don’t know is that each priest has a little heater in there that they can turn on if
it gets too cold.
Mrs. Duffy has been preparing second graders for a little over twenty-five years, and her favorite part is seeing their faces after getting
out of the confessional. They look very proud and excited.
Second grader, Champ Daily said, “I am very excited for my sins to be forgiven, and I am not nervous at all.” Jacob Lauritsen said when
it came to his level of excitement out of ten, he was at a one-hundred!
Fr. Adam implied that at this age they know right from wrong. Also that this is a good age to start building a relationship with God. At this
age they are very young and open, and because they have been learning about having a good relationship with God, confession will
help them maintain their relationship with God.
“Very happy
and excited to
become closer
to God.” -Evelyn
Hinz

Quotes from the Kids
“Very very very very
happy to be as close
to God like a peanut
butter and jelly
sandwich.”

“Excited to get closer
to God and to take
my venial sins away.”
- Chris Legner

-Ryann Krenz

Cultural Fair Recap
Each year the 7th grade students at SMS prepare
for the Cultural Fair in conjunction with their Social
Studies class and Language Arts class. Mrs.
Plenert had never done anything like this at any of
the schools that she worked at. The Cultural Fair is
a fun way to learn about other countries and their
cultures. The Cultural Fair has always been
important because it is a fun way to learn about
other countries. On February 21st, the seventh
graders transported us to countries all around the
world like France, China, Bahamas, Bora Bora,
Mexico, and many more. Each student had an
impressive tri-fold poster and presentation. It was
enjoyable to check out everyone's country.
Students were given a choice of countries outside of the U.S. to choose from. The seventh
graders started researching their country when they returned from Christmas break. The
class started working on their Cultural Fair posters right after Christmas Break as well.
They worked on their research and then created their posters for weeks. The students also
had to prepare food from their country and decorate their table with souvenirs from their
country.
The seventh graders all had fun presenting their countries and seeing other countries.
Josiah Brummitt said, “The cultural fair was a great way to learn about countries, trying
new things, and having fun.” Mrs. Plenert's favorite part was all of the seventh graders
dressing up like the people in their countries. She added she really liked doing the Cultural
Fair and will do it the same way next year, so that they will have enough time make their posters. The other
classes went to the Parish Hall to try other countries' food and see their presentations. Some of the students said that they really liked
coming and seeing all the differences in the countries that they did. Everyone had a good time at the Cultural Fair this year
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You are cordially invited to an evening of fellowship, art, & music!

AVANTI'S GONDOLA DINNER
Parish hall 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Reservations required. RSVP at (815) 844-6585 or gregory.heidi@stmaryspontiac.org.
Free will offerings accepted. Proceeds to benefit our music department.
ART SHOW
Open house in multi-purpose room 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
MUSIC PERFORMANCE
Featuring band, chorus, and K-5 music students.
Gymnasium 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
We were chosen by the Illinois Music Education Association to use their Orff instruments during spring semester. These will be featured
during our music performances. We would love to add these instruments to our permanent music curriculum. Please consider making a
monetary donation to our music department wish list. Thank you for all you do to support our school and its many programs.
Digital piano: $1,000
Compact alto metallophone: $469
Compact soprano xylophone: $370
Bass metallophone: $1,495
Compact alto xylophone: $495
Alto glockenspiel: $215
Bass xylophone: $1,495
Soprano glockenspiel: $200
Compact soprano metallophone: $349
Orff mallet assortment: $100

Your $75 ticket admits two adults to Pontiac Elks
Lodge for the event and includes dinner, draft beer, a
chance to win fantastic prizes, and the
opportunity to participate in live & silent auctions.
The dinner menu will feature fried chicken,
mostaccioli, mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans,
lettuce salad, and dinner roll.
Reserve your ticket today by calling the school
office at (815) 844-6585 or go to
school.stmaryspontiac.org.

6:00—8:00 PM Dinner served
6:00 PM Drawdown of tickets begins followed by Live Auction
9:00 PM Live music by Hurricane Reggae Band
Only 300 tickets will be sold! This event is for adults (21+) only.
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GONZAGA X SCORES A .... 1O!!!!!

Photos Courtesy of Gonzaga Team

In 2009, Father David
brought to the Youth
Group a retreat he had
experienced at a previous
parish. This was the year
Gonzaga was born.
Gonzaga is named after
Saint Aloysius Gonzaga,
the Patron Saint of Youth.
Since then, the Youth
Group has had Gonzaga
every year, except one.
Making this year Gonzaga X.

Gonzaga 10 was led by Maddi Stark serving as the Youth Director and Lindie
Alsdorf serving as the Adult Director. Our theme song was Shake by
MercyMe. Our Bible verse was 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold the new has
come.”
This year we worked hard to
build a team that embodied
what Gonzaga is, and has
always been, about
reaching for Jesus even
when life is great and
especially when life feels
hard. Each person selected
for our team served as an
example to our candidates
of what it looks like to work
to put your faith at the forefront of your life. This year's team consisted of 5
past Youth Directors as well as 4 representatives from each previous
Gonzaga Experience. We used this as a tool to help the youth recognize how
life changing Gonzaga can be. Through the talks given, we were also able to
help the youth see that even when life gets tough or you begin to lose faith,
God is always there and wants you to come back. A total of 12 high school
students participated.
The team included Maddi Stark, Maddie Lee, Peyton Cramer, Ryan Weir,
Paul Giordano, Amelia Logan, Emilie Collins, Luke Morrissette, Cori Martin,
Lindie Alsdorf, Sam Alsdorf, Debbie Alsdorf, Katy Billington, Diane Wagner,
Christine Stark, Jeff Stark, Alex Arbogast, Jake Morrissette, Mary Kate
Schopp, Heidi Legner, Kelly Krenz, Kel Krenz, Brooke Shrewsbury, Tyler
Shrewsbury, Liam Pickett, Megan Lauritsen, Emma Brummel, Clay Pfeifer,
Kacie Haag, Grace Meiner, Father Adam, and Father Dave.

Making Disciples for the Mission
Chapter 5 - Holy Week Father Adam
Hello everyone! The most important of weeks in the church year is fast
approaching and we have many events that will be worth taking part in
during the most holy of weeks of the year. May God bless you during this
holy me.
Passion de (the last 2 weeks of Lent) begins on the weekend of March 28th
and 29th. As WATCH Weekend takes place, we will simultaneously cover all
the statues and crucifixes in the church. We do this in order to enter into a
more somber sense of the year where we reflect on the suﬀering Jesus
went through for all of us.

By Lindie Alsdorf &
Maddi Stark

Over Gonzaga weekend we held many different
activities for our youth in the Church. There were
multiple talks over the subjects of “Christ in our
lives,” “Taking a Risk or Playing it Safe,” “Christ in
the Family,” “Discipleship,” and the Prodigal
talk. Our youth were able to hear the perspectives
of both our adult leaders and our youth leaders,
their peers, on their walk with Christ. Along with the
talks, we held many varying activities that helped
the teens to sort through what each talk had said,
and what they learned from each talk. Ultimately,
we had a fun time while also being serious and
learning about our Lord.
Saturday evening ended with Adoration and
Reconciliation. Father Adam began the evening
with a talk about the Paschal Mystery and led us into Metanoia (form of
spiritual conversion or penitence). Adoration proved to be a favorite part of the
weekend. One teen recalled, "Adoration helps me release all of the things I
needed to talk to God about.” The teens worshipped in adoration for nearly
two hours while their peers received the sacrament of Reconciliation.
The high schoolers truly had a touching weekend that was filled with God’s
love. One of our candidates said, "the thing I like the most about Gonzaga is it
can be a reminder of how many people care about you." No matter how much
we worried about the details of the weekend, God helped to make the
weekend perfect and exactly how it was meant to be. We believe that most of
these kids had a life-changing experience, whether that be during one of the
talks or during our adoration. We also would believe that if given the chance,
all the kids would not only attend another Gonzaga, but encourage others to
attend as well!
Gonzaga X overall was a huge success! Thank you all for your support for
our teens in order to get them to Gonzaga! We would like to thank Jim and
Jamie Woolford for being our cooks this past weekend, Trevor Runyon for
playing the Organ at Mass, Kathy Schultz for playing piano during adoration,
and Mike and Trisha Haag for providing security. Thank you to Father Tim
Hepner for saying Mass for the team Saturday morning. Father Tim served on
the first Gonzaga team. Thank you to all the parents who volunteered to drive
our candidates to the retreat. We would also like to thank Tri-Point High
School, as they were so courteous by allowing us to use all the commodities
of the school free of charge!
Move your feet, 'cause you are free and you've never been more alive. You
gotta shake, shake, shake like you're changed, changed, changed brand new
looks so good on you, so shake like you've been changed! (Shake!-MercyMe)

the parishes in the diocese. All parishioners are welcome to this event and
if you have not ever a ended, you should definitely come. It is an
incredible event!
Holy Wednesday will be our now annual event of the special Sta ons of the
Cross. We will walk with Jesus in the Sta ons of the Cross while watching
scenes from The Passion of the Christ so as to truly see what it was Christ
suﬀered for all of us. I find it a powerful way to enter into Jesus’ Passion.
Holy Thursday will be again one of the main highlighted events of the
church year. The night where Jesus ins tutes the Holy Eucharist and the
Priesthood. Mass will be at 7pm, and we will again, do a church pilgrimage
following the Masses. The church visits are to be determined in the area
yet, but informa on will be forthcoming.

Good Friday Service will be at 12 noon this year. All the area churches will
have Good Friday services at diﬀerent mes so as to accommodate
At Palm Sunday Masses we will bless palms normally at the 4pm and 7am
diﬀerent schedules. We will kick it oﬀ here at St. Mary’s at that moment
Mass while at the 9:30 we will do a procession from the mul ‐purpose
room into the church to remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem at where Jesus began his agony on the cross at noon.
the beginning of Holy Week.
Holy Saturday will be a quiet day where we enter into the heaviness of that
day when Christ was in the tomb. Then come 8pm that night we will have
Holy Monday is going to be Sacrament of Reconcilia on Day at St. Mary’s.
10 brothers and sisters join us in our Catholic faith. The Easter Vigil Mass is
Confessions will be available for the en re day! A priest will be in the
confessional at St. Mary’s from 11am un l 7pm non‐stop. You can come by the highlight of the church year and I would ask that many of you come and
experience this incredible night.
any me in those hours for the Sacrament of Reconcilia on.
Finally, we will celebrate the joy of Easter Sunday at 7am and 9:30 am. We
Holy Tuesday is a very special day for the whole Diocese of Peoria. The
Chrism Mass is held at 1pm at the cathedral in Peoria where all the priests look forward to seeing you all during this most holy of weeks. May God
bless you in the rest of this holy season of Lent and into the Easter season!
of the diocese gather with the bishop to consecrate the holy oils. The oils
are then distributed to all the priests to be taken back for usage at each of
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Ask any Pon ac Indian football player from 1989‐2006 to tell you
about the “Steeler Drill.” It was the most noteworthy of our three annual
condi oning drills the players had to complete to EARN their decals for their
helmet. Ask any track athlete from the same me period – boy or girl – about
their running workouts at “The Hill” – a lonely blacktop out in the country that
stretched upwards seemingly forever. We coaches considered these trials a
“right of passage,” firmly believing in the idea that nothing brings a group of
young people together be er than challenges, followed by accountability.
We humans tend to look for the easy way out, a shortcut, or a
loophole – a way in which we avoid hardship and discomfort. Many of us don’t
like to get our hands dirty; others wait for someone else to act, so they don’t
have to take the ini a ve; s ll others just want to read about it online. But then
we have those who step to the front of the line; those who aren’t afraid of a li le
hard work...even swea ng; those who understand that a price must be paid for
success to be achieved. Some might quit when things get tough; others, though,
see things to the end.
Convenience vs. Commitment. Are our ac ons formed by what’s
expedient, what causes the least stress? Or are our ac ons formed by what’s
right, what’s necessary, what’s required? As a parent, do we raise our children to
face challenges or do we raise them to avoid them? Which mother or father
doesn’t want his/her child to reach his/her poten al? Which parent will just
accept a lackluster or mediocre eﬀort? Which parent doesn’t pick up his/her
child when a fall takes place? Which parent holds a grudge? Which parent
doesn’t want the best for his/her child?
And if we feel this way about our children, how much more does God
feel that same about us, His children? God loves us whether we are complacent
or commi ed. God loves us whether we do well or sin. God loves us when we
succeed or when we fail. God is there to pick us up. He is always ready to forgive.
God wants us to have that special rela onship with Him, the kind needed to face
those tough obstacles ahead. Read the picture—which one are we?

by Mick Peterson
If I’ve learned anything so
far, it’s that nothing in life worth ge ng
should ever be easy. And neither should
our road to heaven. Like all those
football players or those track athletes,
we have to EARN IT! We must be willing
to sacrifice, be willing to undergo
diﬃcult challenges, some obstacles,
some adversity, even some pain along
the way if we are going to get our
reward. Those young people did, and it
le an indelible mark on their minds
and spirit over the years. How much more should our eﬀorts be to do what is
necessary to please God, make the right choices, find and live those “holy
moments,” and become the best version of ourselves – one of the Chosen Ones.
Lent teaches us these things. Lent reminds us not to take things for
granted. Lent reminds us that we have to sacrifice to reach our desired goal. Lent
teaches us that becoming COMMITTED will lead us to our desired goal. Lent
teaches us that taking shortcuts won’t cut it. Lent teaches us the power of giving
of oneself. Lent reminds us that in order to fix our brokenness, we are going to
have to change. Lent reminds us that we must pay a price! Let’s face it! Jesus did‐
He definitely paid the price! The ul mate Commitment! The Cross! Are we willing
to pay a similar price? Is it worth it?
Lent is coming down to the last couple of laps. You men in the Exodus
90 program‐finish strong! You ladies in the Fiat program ‐ finish strong! You are
leading the way. And for the rest of us out here, let’s make sure we see our own
Lenten journey to its conclusion. Keep praying. Keep building that rela onship
with God. Keep going to Classroom of Silence. Keep coming to Mass. Go to
confession. Watch Best Lent Ever. Read the Bible. Whatever you are doing, stay
commi ed! The joys of Easter make it all worthwhile. The best prize out there!

