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QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS
As we begin our return to church ac vi es, we’re sure there will be
many ques ons on people’s minds. Let’s break things down:

Prayer Time
When will St. Mary’s be open for prayer?
Wednesdays and Fridays only, beginning June 17 & 19 from 8 AM to 8
PM
Where should I park if I plan to come worship?
We recommend either the city lot or on Main St.
What door do I enter?
Only the Howard Street main door will be open
Do I need to wear a mask?
It is recommended to wear a mask entering and leaving church.
However, during praying mes, it is not necessary, unless social
distancing becomes an issue.

Will there be missale es or hymnals?
Missale es will be made available to anyone who wants one. If you
take one, you need to take it home and bring each me you come to
Mass. For sani zing purposes, there will be NO hymnals.

Where can I sit in church for adora on and prayer?
Only the FRONT sec on of the church will be available.

What about the collec on?
A box will be available for you to deposit your contribu on either when
you enter or when you leave church.

What about sani zing?
Materials will be available for you to wipe down your area BEFORE you
pray and AFTER you pray. We ask that you sani ze your area before
leaving.

Will the rest room be available?
Yes. Social distancing prac ces encouraged.

Can I leave via one of the side doors?
Will there be any reading materials, prayer books, or rosaries available? For sani zing purposes, all par cipants are to enter and leave through
For sani zing purposes, we ask that you bring your own materials with the Howard Street door only.
you. Nothing will be available.
What about Communion during Mass?
Will the rest room be available?
Ushers will guide your pew through the process. The Precious Blood will
Yes.
not be distributed. A er you receive Communion, you are to exit
immediately down the side aisles through the Howard Street doors.
Can I leave via one of the side doors?
For sani zing purposes, all par cipants are to enter and leave through Will there s ll be the Eucharist oﬀered a er Mass in the parking lot?
the Howard street door.
Yes, for those not in a endance in church for one hour a er Mass ends

On days when St. Mary’s does not have prayer me available, will the
church be locked?
Yes. If you are interested in more prayer me opportuni es, we suggest
you travel to one of the other churches in our cluster.

Sunday Mass
When will the church be open for Sunday Mass?
Thirty minutes prior to Mass star ng (9:00AM)
Is there a signup anywhere to a end Mass?
Not currently. We are going to experiment with trying to accommodate
as many as possible. If the need arises, then we will adjust our plan.
Where should I park if I plan to come for Sunday Mass?
We recommend either the city lot or on Main St proper. The school
parking lot will be reserved for those who choose to watch the Mass
online and/or are in line for drive‐thru Communion a er Mass.

Will there s ll be livestream Mass on YouTube?
Yes
Can I park in the parking lot and watch Mass on my phone, nearby
Jesus in the tabernacle?
Yes

Daily Mass
When will St. Mary’s be open for daily Mass?
7AM Wednesdays and Fridays only, beginning June 24 & 26
Where should I park if I plan to come worship?
We recommend either the city lot or on Main St.

What door do I enter?
Only the Howard Street main door will be open. For sani zing purposes, What door do I enter?
Only the Howard Street main door will be open
all other doors will not be open.
Do I need to wear a mask?
Will anybody who comes be guaranteed a seat?
It is recommended to wear a mask entering and leaving church.
The rules state that we can only have our church at 25% capacity for
ac vi es. The ushers will be keeping track of our numbers as people
Where can I sit in church for Mass?
enter. Once we reach our quota, we will have to stop le ng people in.
Only the FRONT sec on of the church will be available, for sani zing
purposes.
What if I don’t get in? Or choose not to come at all?
We encourage those not being in the body of the church for Mass to
Will there s ll be prayer me oﬀered on days when we have Masses?
move to the school parking lot and watch the Mass online on your
Yes, prayer me will be available un l 8 PM each day we have Mass.
phone or other device.
Do I need to wear a mask?
It is recommended to wear a mask entering and leaving church. If you
don’t have one, one will be provided for you by the ushers.
Where can I sit in church for adora on and prayer? Can I sit where I
want?
Ushers will guide you to the next open pew. Families will be allowed to
sit together. Please follow the guidelines from the ushers.

Hopefully, we have covered most of the issues we will be facing during
this trial period. Guidelines are posted in the back of church which
explain everything in detail. We welcome you back, but we understand
there may be some of us out there not quite ready to make that move.
It’s perfectly all right. With God’s grace and prayer, we will con nue to
come through this together.

Lemonade Stand Benefits Food Pantry
Four neighborhood friends decided last Saturday that they wanted to have a
lemonade stand. But with a posi ve spin. Instead of using the money for personal
gain like a new video game or saving for a trip, the girls (all St. Mary’s students)
wanted to donate their proceeds to the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry.
And the public responded. As customers learned where the proceeds were going,
their generosity grew. Even though each cup cost only 50 cents, numerous ps and
bonuses swelled their earnings to an amazing $205 by the end of the day. One
gentleman even brought them a bag of ice because he saw they were running low!
Most others said to keep the change.

(L‐R) Bailey Cox, Eveie Stock, Chloe Cox, & Josie Stock present
Evelyn Ribordy (2nd from right) their earnings from their stand

Once they were finished the girls – Bailey Cox, Eveie Stock, Chloe Cox, and Josie Stock – contacted the pantry, and they were able
to present Evelyn Ribordy with their dona on. The pantry was thrilled with the gi , but they were even more impressed with the
girls’ ini a ve. Nobody had suggested this idea; it was all their own thinking.
Truly, this was proof that people of all ages want to help each other during these mes. Some mes what we need is a spark, a
li le direc on...and a goal. Being cute kids sure doesn’t hurt, either.

Global Rosary Relay Set for June 19
On June 19 at 6 PM (Va can Time‐11 AM Pon ac me), the annual Worldpriest
Global Rosary Relay Day for the Sanc fica on of Priests 2020 takes place. The annu‐
al Global Rosary Relay is a joint ini a ve that has been bringing pilgrims on spiritual
journeys to the universal church since 2008. This ini a ve will take the form of a
virtual Rosary for the inten ons of Pope Francis. Everyone around the world – re‐
gardless of their loca on – will be very welcome to join in this important prayer gi
to His Holiness at the appointed me.
This virtual Rosary for Pope Francis’s inten ons will make use of Zoom technology. It will open at 5:40 PM (10:40 AM, local),
when a video promo on of the Worldpriest Global Rosary Relay for the Sanc fica on of Priests 2020 will be shown and will be
followed by a slide show selec on of photographs from various Global Rosary Relay prayer loca ons from around the world, be‐
fore the prayers begin at 6 PM (11 AM, local), concluding at 6:30 PM (11:30 AM, local).
Here in Pon ac, St. Mary’s parishioners are asked to pray the Rosary on June 19 for the sanc fica on of our priests, bishops, and,
of course, our Pope. It would be helpful for prayers to be said any me in that 24‐hour period. Just li them up to join the Global
Rosary.
For more informa on, or to register for the event, go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/mee ng/register/
tZEpceCppz0uHdE1t4yWMyCyqqu‐‐md0‐9jd.

This summer, Totus Tuus is coming to your home!
Grades 1‐6 and teens are encouraged to a end. Click below to
watch a short video and learn more about this way to invest in
the spiritual health of our children, and register for this FREE
event:
h ps://comeandfollowme.org/totus‐tuus‐2020‐welcome/

From The Back Page
The news anchor on GMA just said, “We’re certainly living in a
diﬀerent me now.” Others call each day “Déjà vu” or “Groundhog
Day.” I think we all would agree that these last three months have
been something none of us have ever experienced before. Just the
words – “Coronavirus” and “Covid‐19” – have been forever etched in
our memories as we con nue to inch our way towards some sense of
normalcy, some sense of sanity.
We social distance now, we wear masks, we only eat outside or else
take it home. We are quaran ned, we’re not supposed to hug, we
can’t touch, we wash our hands more than ever, we’ve found hand
sani zer “handy,” we use wipes.
We’ve worked from home, we’ve been furloughed, we’ve been let go,
our businesses have closed. So have schools. So have parks. So have
churches. So have travel spots around the country. Around the world.

by Mick Peterson
We are in Phase 3, wai ng for Phase 4, and hoping we will have Phase
5. And God will be there. The curves will hopefully fla en. And God will
be there.
We’ve all had plenty of me to choose whether to get closer to God
during this pandemic. Time to pray, especially. Quiet me many of us
have never experienced before. Five days a week, Father Adam has
shared with his “Cup O’ Joe,” a 7‐9 minute walk with Jesus via
Flocknote text. Complete with an explanatory blurb to set the stage. I
received this one this morning – Cup O’ Joe has Jesus reminding us how
we are called to love. He reminds us that love is not first a feeling, but a
choice. One click later...and the lesson begins, as we con nue to search
for JOY.

We’ve had drive‐
thru confessions
on Saturdays,
We’ve taken more walks than we’ve ever had. We’ve put air in our
online Masses on
bike res and found out we can s ll pedal as good as ever. We’ve sat
Sundays that we
on our porches while the car stays in the garage because we’ve had
can watch
nowhere to go. We keep wai ng for things to “reopen.”
anywhere (even
Parents have a new apprecia on of teachers a er the “e‐learning”
in our pajamas),
experience. Men have no sports to watch or play, although fishing,
and drive thru‐
golfing, and running are now available. “Thank God for Amazon” is the Communion. Last
cry for women wan ng to shop. Kids? They’re just glad their parents
Sunday, we had
aren’t their teachers all the me. Plus, they now know their siblings
98 cars and one person on foot come through the line. One weekend,
be er since that’s all they’ve seen.
someone came through on her bike. And in a me when we didn’t
HAVE to a end or worship or pray, our people have responded in a
Birthday parade drive‐bys. Weddings on hold. Funerals for immediate
posi ve way.
family only. No prom. Mother’s Day from a distance. Gradua ons
postponed or held outdoors from a distance. College campus closures. And now, we will be opening our doors ...star ng with prayer days on
Wednesdays and Fridays. Definitely crawling before walking, but at
Throw in the weather, the storms, the heavy rains, and the flooding.
least we’re moving. Then...on Father’s Day ‐ how appropriate – our
Add another couple of cases of police brutality, followed by protests,
doors will open. It won’t be as smooth as we once knew it, but we’ll
followed by senseless loo ng, followed by voices being heard, followed
get there. And we will begin to reschedule events that have been
by a beginning of change with a long way to go.
postponed. RCIA candidates coming into the church. First Communion
Yes, it’s most certainly something that will make the history books.
for our second, now third, graders. Weddings with more people in
And the end will come. Through all the upheaval, we’ve con nually
a endance. Funerals the same way. And, hopefully, sooner rather than
heard, “We will get through this...together.” And we will. Because of
later, a full weekend of Masses.
the one constant we’ve had, the one who is always there for us, the
We will make it together because God is with us. God is good! All the
one who should guide us every day of our lives. God!
me!
Life may never go back “to the good old days.” But God will be there.

