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SUMMER RE-DO! 

God, along with Mother Nature, has caused us 

to make some adjustments to our Summer 

Schedule here at St. Mary’s—like the above 

Golf Tournament—but inside you will learn 

that we are slowly, but surely, using these days 

and nights to bring people  in our parish closer 

to the Kingdom. Take a look for yourselves... 



 

I want to take a moment to share with you a few of the bless-
ings I’ve experienced this summer at St. Mary’s Parish and school before 
I return to the seminary this fall. For those of you that I haven’t had the 
pleasure of meeting yet, please allow me to introduce myself; my name 
is JohnPaul Stedwill, and I will be entering my second year of formation 
as a seminarian, studying for the Diocese of Peoria at Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Emmitsburg, MD. While I am originally from Peoria, this 
summer I was assigned to St. Mary’s in Pontiac with Fr. Adam Cesarek 
and Fr. Dave Sabel. First, I would like to say that I have been over-
whelmed by the gracious and warm welcome I’ve received from the 
entire Catholic community here in Pontiac, as well as in the many won-
derful parishes I’ve had the opportunity to visit in the surrounding area. 
For this, I owe you a profound word of thanks for accepting me into 
your churches, schools, and families, and for continuing to support my 
vocation to the holy priesthood through prayer and encouragement.  

These past couple months, I have seen the Lord working in my 
life in many ways. One of my first impressions of St. Mary’s Parish was 
the prayerful disposition of its members. The faithful daily and weekend 
Mass attendance, extended hours of adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and the openness of parishioners to pray with one another have 
all borne witness to St. Mary’s growing culture of prayer. Living in this 
environment of prayer at a parish has led me to encounter Christ Jesus 
in people at various events and ministries. One particular event that has 
been a highlight of my summer experience has been the weekly out-
door viewings of episodes from The Chosen, which is a television series 
on the life of Christ. Coming together with the parish community in 
prayer to watch and discuss these episodes has been a powerful spiritu-
al experience as I find myself identifying in new ways with various char-

acters from the Scriptures.  I have also had a wonderful experience this 
summer helping with the St. Mary’s 
Food Pantry. Participating in this 
ministry has allowed me to serve on 
both a physical and spiritual level as 
we provide food and pray with peo-
ple in need as they visit the pantry.  

As I move toward the end 
of my assignment here at St. Mary’s, 
I know that countless memories from 
this summer will stick with me 
throughout the rest of my formation 
and priesthood. I have learned so 
much from all of you, and I am espe-
cially indebted to Fr. Cesarek and Fr. 
Dave for showing me how to be true 
spiritual fathers. Although it has 
been only a couple months, I feel 
that St. Mary’s and the surrounding parishes have become a new spir-
itual home for me in the diocese. I hope to make frequent visits to Pon-
tiac during the remaining years of my formation, and I entrust any fu-
ture assignments I may have to this area as a seminarian or priest to the 
providence of God and good judgment of the bishop. Please know of my 
prayers for this beautiful Catholic community that you may continue to 
have your hearts set on fire with the Love of Christ and be tireless work-
ers in bringing new hearts to Jesus. 

God Bless, JohnPaul Stedwill ‘26 

Greetings St. Mary’s Parishioners and Friends, 

NEW ADORATION & PRAYER SCHEDULE 

BEGINNING AUGUST 2 

Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 

6:30 - 6:50 am - Confession 

7:00 am - Mass  

7:30 - 8:00 am - Exposition and Ado-
ration in church 

8:00 am - 8:00 pm - Adoration Chap-
el  

8:00 pm - Reposition of Jesus in 
tabernacle  

 

Wednesday:   

6:30 - 6:50 am - Confession 

7:00 am - Mass  

12:00 - 1:00 pm - Confession 

7:30 - 8:00 am - Exposition and Ado-
ration in church 

8:00 am - 8:00 pm - Adoration Chap-
el  

8:00 pm - Reposition of Jesus in 
tabernacle  

 

Thursday:   

8:15 am - Children School Mass  

9:00 am - Witness talk  

9:15 - 9:30 am - Adoration begins 
with school children  

9:30 am - 8:00 pm - Adoration in 
church  

8:00 pm - Benediction and Reposi-
tion  

 

Saturday:   

Adoration TBD 

2:30 - 3:30 pm - Confession  

4:00 pm - Vigil Mass  

 

Sunday:   

Adoration TBD 

6:30 - 6:50 am - Confession 

7:00 am - Mass 

9:30 am - Mass  



News & Notes Around St. Mary’s Parish 
 RCIA will begin  in early 

September under new 

leadership as Kate 

Russow and Tyler 

Shrewsbury will serve 

as co-chairs. Information about dates and times can be found on 

Page 2, but it’s just great to know that another one of our parish 

ministries will be live again and open to all comers. 

 Also on page 2, the new Adoration & Prayer schedule has been 

posted which begins Monday, August 2. Adoration from 8-8 will 

return to the Adoration Chapel, while Reconciliation will return to 

the Confessionals inside the body of the church. 

 Last week for the Chosen (Episode 8, 

Season 1) will be Wednesday, July 28. Folks 

usually come after 8 and the movie begins 

around dusk (9), home a little after 10. 

Crowds have been great...both young and 

old. 

 UPDATED MASS PROTOCOLS: All doors of the church are now open 

for entrance and exit with Holy Water available in 

the fonts. All pew ropes have been removed. 

Missalettes have 

been returned to 

the pews. Masks 

are optional. We 

have been 

averaging around 

400 attendees per 

weekend during the last month, 

meaning  we have PLENTY of 

room for all our parishioners now at each of the Masses. Online 

Mass and drive thru communion will continue on Sundays until 

Bishop Jenky removes the dispensation to attend Mass, at which 

time we will stop providing these alternatives. 

 We have resumed passing the collection baskets. They are also 

available at Drive Thru Communion. If you do not attend Mass, 

however, please continue to mail us your envelopes to the parish 

office. We greatly appreciate those parishioners who continue to 

support our parish during this time. 

 ST. MARY’S WOMEN’S GUILD would like 

to THANK EVERYONE 

that donated items, 

volunteered, or 

purchased items from 

the recent Rummage 

Sale. A steady stream 

of satisfied customers 

filled our Hall all week 

long.  With the vast 

majority of items priced at a quarter, our profit 

was still a whopping $1,643! Proceeds will be 

used to help fund either parish or school 

projects as needed. Here’s even better news – the Guild is making 

plans to bring back the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner to our parish in 

November!  

 FUNERAL DINNERS: In conjunction with the reopening of the state 

and no limits on gatherings, we will resume serving funeral dinners 

when needed. If you would like to help serve at a dinner or provide 

a dish, please contact Margaret Legner at 815- 842-0983. 

 Don’t forget....CCD/FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION for the 2021- 
2022 school year is already taking place. Faith Formation classes are 
for all Catholic students, grades K-8, who attend public schools. To 
register, please contact Karen at ccd4u2@gmail.com or call the 
parish office at 815-844-7683. 

 

 LUNCH DUTY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: St. Mary’s School is looking for 
3-4 volunteers for the upcoming school year to help with lunch and 
recess duty. If interested, please contact Principal Karen Jones by 
calling the school office at 815-844-6585 or by emailing her at 
jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 

 

 PART-TIME CUSTODIAN NEEDED: St. Mary’s is looking for a part-

time custodian to work with our Maintenance Director on the St. 

Mary’s campus. Regular hours will be after school late afternoon/

early evening with additional flexible hours during the summer and 

school breaks. Letters of interest, with qualifications and experience 

listed, can be mailed to Fr. Adam Cesarek, St. Mary’s Church, P.O. 

Box 374, Pontiac, IL 61764 

 

...WHY Catholics ring bells 
during the Mass??? 
 
The General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal (2000, #150) stipulates that a 
bell may be rung regularly at two 
places during the Mass:   First, “a little 
before the consecration, the minister 
may ring a bell as a signal to the 
people.” At this point, the priest joins 
his hands 

and places them over the bread and 
wine to be consecrated.  He prays for 
the Holy Spirit to come down upon the 
gifts so that they may become the 
Body and Blood of our Lord.  The 
ringing of the bell alerts the 
congregation to the calling down of 
the Holy Spirit and prepares them for 
the consecration that immediately 
follows. 

Second, “according to local custom, a 
minister also rings the bell at the 
showing of both the Eucharistic Bread 
and the chalice.”   After the priest 
says the words of consecration, he elevates the Sacred Host or 
the chalice of Precious Blood.  The ringing of the bell again alerts 
the faithful that transubstantiation has taken place and that the 
Body and Blood of our Lord is truly present on the altar. 
 
Here at St. Mary’s, we also ring the steeple bell in coordination 
with the ringing of the bells inside the church to alert anyone in 
earshot outside the building, the Consecration is taking place. A 
beautiful sound for an even more beautiful moment! 

mailto:jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org


 

I recently attended an Amazing Parish 
Conference. For those who know me, going to 
an out of state conference for an extended time 
takes me out of my comfort zone. I remembered 
what a close friend of mine had told me, “In 
order for us to grow as individuals, we must 
seek discomfort.”  

From this conference, I 
learned it is not enough to just 
to pray, I must have 
UNCEASING PRAYER...what 
does THAT look like? For me, it 

is being intentional about spending time in prayer, not just 
going through the motions, but really entering into prayer, 
having a conversation with God, listening to what God’s 
plans are for me, letting him guide me, rather than me 
pushing my way through things. 

At school, we begin our day with prayers. 
Before COVID, the teachers and I met in a 
circle and prayed together; then we prayed 
with our students. During COVID, we couldn’t do this in person as it was done 
before. With the upcoming school year, we will gather again and pray as a 
whole school. I look forward to praying in person with the teachers/staff and 

students. 

In other news, the moving of the classrooms is almost 
completed – a HUGE thank you to everyone who has played a 
part in the transformation of the classrooms. Without their 
service, this would have been an almost impossible task. 
Thank you!  

School will begin Monday, August 16th with a teachers’ 
institute, while the students’ first day of attendance is 
Wednesday, August 18th. Enjoy the remainder of your 
summer.                                 In prayer, Mrs. Karen Jones 

In Prayer... 

 A grief support group enables people to overcome depression 
and loneliness after a person has lost a loved one or had a major life 
change.  It helps them learn ways to handle grief, cope with their feelings 
and move on in life.  Compassion and confidentiality create the foundation 
of this gathering as people share feelings and ideas.  The Catholic faith is 
an important part of this study and sharing opportunity at St. Mary’s, yet 
the group is open to people of all faiths. 

 The St. Mary’s Bereavement Support Group is open to all in the 
Pontiac vicariate and will meet on Monday evenings from 6:30 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m. for eight weeks, beginning September 13 through November 1 
in the St. Mary’s Rosary room.  The group uses a text and journal written 
by Alan D. Wolfelt, Ph.D., the Director of the Center for Loss and Life 
Transitions in Colorado.  Margo Law and Katie Wille will be the facilitators 
of this group. 

 The eight-week support 
group culminates on November 2, 
All Souls’ Day, with a special 
Mass to be held that evening 
remembering the loved ones of 
the support group members who 
have died, as well as the relatives 
and friends of the St. Mary’s Par-
ish who have passed away in the 
past year. 

 If a person is interested 
in participating in the support 
group which begins September 
13, he/she can call the parish office, 8l5-844-7683, or Katie Wille, 8l5-842-
1233.  Deadline to sign up is August 23. 

Bereavement Support to Begin in September 

(Editor’s Note: Sara is serving as our sum-
mer intern and  has been very influential in 
promoting our parish adoration program.)
 What is Adoration?  Along with the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, Adoration is the closest we 
can be to Heaven, here on earth.  In the Mass, 
after the consecration, the priest elevates the 
Host, and we take a moment in adoration as we 
hear the bells ringing.  This moment of elevation at 
Mass is what Adoration is.  The host is elevated in 
the monstrance during Adoration.  In Adoration we 
gaze upon the body, blood, soul, and divinity of 
Jesus Christ.   

 It is a great privilege and truly humbling experience to be in the pres-
ence of Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration.  The grace and mercy that He pours out 
upon those in His presence is truly indescribable, it is an experience that one 
must have to understand themselves.  Our parish is blessed abundantly with the 
Adoration Chapel, and I would like to encourage everyone to take full advantage 
of this blessing to encounter Jesus Christ in Eucharistic Adoration.  Seek Him out, 
and He will flood you with His mercy and grace.   

 “It is only by means of the Eucharist that we are able to live the heroic 
virtues of Christianity, such as charity to pardon one’s enemies, the love which 
enables us to suffer, the capacity to give one’s life for another; chastity at all 
times of life in all situations; patience in the face of suffering and the apparent 
silence of God in human history or our very own existence.  Therefore, always 
strive to be Eucharistic souls so as to be authentic Christians.”  These words were 
spoken by Pope Saint John Paul II in one of his homilies, and I believe this brings 

to light the great necessity of the 
Eucharist and all the grace that 
comes forth from spending time 
with Jesus in Eucharistic Adora-
tion.   

Other Adorers’ Thoughts 

My hour of adoration has be-
come one of the favorite parts of 
my week.  Quiet time in front of 
the Blessed Sacrament is truly 
"quality time" and is an oppor-
tunity to pray without outside 
distractions.   *Mike Linskey  

What I really love about doing an 
adoration hour is that it makes 
me responsible for that hour. I 
am normally a very active guy the responsibility for an hour makes me take that 
time to talk with the Lord. The biggest thing I learned through adoration is that I 
don’t have to be in the church to talk with our God. He is with me all the time 
now. I can talk with Him when driving or golfing or walking or fishing or whatev-
er. I also learned God is a great listener.    *Jim Marx  

I value my time with the Lord. It's not too much to ask to give one hour a week to 
God, he gives us so very much in return! I use my time praying, reflecting, and 
learning about my faith. It goes by so quickly! Because of Adoration, I find I am 
better about reflecting and praying during the rest of the week.     *Nanette Marx  

Adoration is my precious silence with Jesus. He empties my mind to gently whis-
per His love, desires and direction.  *Sue Trainor 

Adoration is a time to build a relationship with our heavenly parents. Adoration is 
a place where I find silence and peace in this busy world and gain the grace to go 
out and be a child of God.         *Sarah Schopp  

 

The moment where Heaven meets Earth…   by Sara Dunham 



SUMMERTIME MEANS CONSTRUCTION & UPKEEP 

The garden area outside the sacristy door had  major cracks in the wall in several places; the Building Committee felt a 
change was necessary. Abraham Masonry, with the assistance of Robin Bohm, removed the old wall (which came tum-
bling down, matched the brick, and built us a new wall with rock as its backing, rather than dirt.  

And the walkway between the parish hall and the school got an uplift as well. A dead tree and dead bush were re-
moved, weeds were pulled, and, courtesy of Albert Trost, the Blasé Masching Rock got a new home that will be much 
safer for our school children. Great job Gardening Angels! 



SUMMERTIME MEANS Totus Tuus & SCHOOL CHANGES 

Claire, Kennedy, 
Luke & Robert led 
our Totus Tuus 
program this sum-
mer, and the kids 
who attended 
simply had a won-
derful time. Espe-
cially making Ken-
nedy into a Sun-
dae! 

After 15 years, the Music Room finally becomes the 
Music Room. Still a work in progress, the transition is 
slowly becoming apparent. AND, the kindergarten is 
in the old 3rd grade room with their orange alphabet 
already on the floor. AND (bottom), the old Library 
has been converted into the 3rd grade classroom. 
With new carpet tiles and painted walls. The library 
will be featured in our August edition. Thanks to all 
those who helped with WorkDay #2. 





From The Back Page       by Mick Peterson 
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Address Service Re uested  
  I’ve been blessed to have coached some of the greatest 

teams in Pontiac High School history...both in football and girls’ track. 
And the discussion often follows as to which was the best team 
ever...and what made it so. Was it the 93 State Championship team? 
Or would the 97 team or the 2000 team beat them? Which of the 10 
consecutive CornBelt Conference girls track teams was the best? And 
why were those teams so good? 
 The second part of this equation is easier to answer, in my 
opinion. The most successful teams we had understood the meaning of 
the word “team.” Sure, individuals had goals, but they took a back seat 
to our team goals, which involved winning a conference championship 
and advancing in the state playoffs. Whether you were a football 
player or a trackster, you were taught how to be a great teammate and 
still reach your individual potential.  
 And what does it take to be a great teammate? 
Collaboration. A willingness to work together, put egos aside, and 
strive towards the common good. Along with that comes Humility, one 
of the best teachers around. How often we think we are on the right 
path, only to stumble in the most awkward situations. And, then 
there’s Accountability. No short cuts allowed. Be the example, not the 
exception. Also, Loyalty. Our kids learned to have each other’s back. 
Not everybody is going to have his/her “A” game all the time; we get 
lost a bit. That’s when an opportunity could come for someone to be 
the cream that rises to the top. Yes, caring about the team more than 
yourself is what separates those great teams. 
 However, we should all know the BEST team out there isn’t 
any one of these -- or the Cardinals or the Bears or the Sox or the 
Hawks, or anything even close to that. No, the BEST team is the one 
that all of us baptized Catholics belong to – God’s team. And He’s a 
member right along with us; in fact, He wants the same things 
mentioned already for each of us above. He WANTS to collaborate with 

us. We are His sons and daughters, 
and we are His teammate...and He is 
ours. Even in those dark moments, 
moments when we perhaps feel 
lost, He’s that teammate who can 
bring us out of the funk, that one we 
need in the clutch. He teaches us 
humility by bring the example of 
humility. He teaches us 
accountability by holding us 
responsible for our actions, yet 
giving us the chance to “redo” 
through confession. He is 
unbelievably loyal....He showed us 
how to pay the price, to sacrifice for 
the common good. He obviously is the best teammate anyone of us 
could ever want. 
 The questions then are these...what kind of teammate of 
God are we? Do we take short cuts, ways to make our life easier and 
more convenient, or do we follow His example each and every day? 
Are we loyal to His ideas, His teachings, or do we think we have a 
better way? Do we have His back as often as He has ours? Do we care 
about our team, or are we more interested in our own personal 
agendas? What’s in it for me? Remember the days when we chose 
sides to play a game...if God were choosing a team, would He want me 
on it? Would He want me to make “fishers of men?” 
 Yes, I’ve been really lucky to have been associated with some 
really great teams over the years. Each day, I continue to work on 
earning and maintaining my spot on God’s team. It’s a challenge, and 
it’s hard, but, like those others we’ve all been a part of, His reward is 
most definitely worth it.   


