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“You Shall Name Him...Jesus” 

 

 Christmas Eve Masses 

 Odell 4:00 

 Pontiac 4:00 

 Lexington 4:00 

 Chenoa  6:00 

 Flanagan  6:00 

 Pontiac 6:00 

 Dwight 7:00 

 Odell Midnight 

   Christmas Day Masses 

 Pontiac 7:00 

 Chenoa  8:00 

 Campus  9:30 

 Pontiac 9:30 

 Chatsworth  10:00 

 Dwight 10:30 

  Solemnity of Mary-January 1 

Not a Holyday of Obligation this year 

First Saturday Mass at 8:00 am 



My New Year Resolutions 
 
What is the hurt Jesus needs to heal in me this year? 
 

 
What is the biggest distraction or sin in my life? 
 

 
How am I building my knowledge of Jesus? (Bible study, other spiritual reading, following a devotional) 
 

 
How am I going to grow in my love of Jesus? (Write down the specific time and length of your prayer) 
 

 
Who is supporting me in this? Share this with them and let them walk with you.  
 

 
 

------------------------Keep this is a prominent place you will see each day------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making Disciples for the Mission 

Good News for December 
Hello everyone!  
 
There is nothing more exciting than getting 
ready for the Christmas season, so thanks be 
to God for this Holy Advent season we are in 
right now. Since the last weekend of the litur-
gical year, we have been working through 
some important stuff together at Mass. Since 
early 2019, we have all been going through 
the difficulty in our world of cultural discord, a 
pandemic, and political turmoil. Because of all 
that, each of us has struggled in some way or another. For 5 weeks we 
are going into those areas to let the Lord begin the healing process. We 
are, in turn, using that as a lens to ask the Lord for healing throughout 
the new liturgical year, which started at the beginning of Advent.  

Week 1 (Nov. 21) – What hurt inside of me most needs heal-
ing in me in the coming year?  

Week 2 (Nov. 28) – What keeps me from healing? (What is 
the biggest distraction or sin that keeps me from allowing God to heal 
this?)  

Week 3 (Dec. 5) – Do I know Jesus? (Do I spend any time 
learning about Jesus throughout my week?)  

Week 4 (Dec. 12) – Do I love Jesus? (What would I say if 
someone came up to me and asked, “Do you love Jesus?”)  

Week 5 (Dec. 19) – Do I have anyone to walk with in my walk 
with Jesus?  
These questions are what Jesus has put on my heart to bring about 
healing in me, and hopefully, they can be of some help to you in your 
walk with Jesus. My prayer is that it will be a great means of helping us 
to prepare well for Christmas and enter this liturgical year with Jesus in 
a specific way.  
Also included in this note is a little form (See below) that you can use to 
write down each of these things for yourselves and take them to prayer 
with you throughout this season and the year. I know if I have it written 
down, take it to prayer and talk to Jesus about it, then Jesus is going to 
start working on me through it. So go ahead and talk to Jesus about it 
right now for just a minute or two and take another minute to write 
them down. I assure you, if you do that, Jesus will have done some 
serious work in your life by this time next year.  
May we all find a great deal of healing this Advent, this Christmas, and 
throughout the 2022 liturgical year. If you would like to get more spe-
cifics on these topics, check out our St. Mary’s YouTube channel for 
how we are working through them during the homilies at Sunday Mass. 
May we all find a great deal of healing and joy through Jesus Christ in 
this holy season, and may you, your family, and loved ones have a very 
blessed Christmas season!  
 
In the love of Jesus Christ,   Father Adam  



News & Notes Around St. Mary’s Parish 
 Advent Penance Service: Thursday, 

December 16 at 6:30. Extra priests 

will be here to offer the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation. Other confession 

times between now & Christmas: M

-T-W-F 6:25-6:55AM; Wednesday at 

Noon-1PM; Saturday 2:30-3:30PM, 

or by appointment. No better way 

to prepare for Christmas than a 

cleansed soul!  

 First Saturday Mass to resume! 

For the first time since the COVID 

shutdown, we will celebrate a 1st 

Saturday Mass beginning on New 

Years’ Day (which is NOT a Holy Day 

of Obligation this year) beginning at 

8 AM. Each subsequent month in 

2022, the 1st Saturday Mass will be 

offered. 

 Also…NO MASSES will be held on Monday, December 27 or 

Tuesday, December 28 so our priests can enjoy some time with 

their families. Daily Masses will resume Wednesday, December 29 

at 7AM. Adoration for those two days will be canceled as well. 

Adoration will resume December 29. 

 It’s still not too late to purchase 

Christmas flowers  in memory or in 

honor of a loved one. Price are as 

follows: Poinsettia 6 ½” pot-$10; 

Poinsettia 7” pot-$15; Poinsettia 8” pot

-$20. Just place your money and the 

form below in an envelope marked 

“Christmas Flowers” and place it in the 

collection basket at Mass. Please print 

neatly the names as you want them to appear in the bulletin. 

IN MEMORY OF _______________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF ________________________________________ 

YOUR NAME _________________________________________ 

•      At the 9:30 Mass on December 5, Candidates from our RCIA 

program were recognized during the service at the Rite of 

Acceptance, the ceremony in which those in attendance choose to 

continue on the path 

towards their acceptance 

into the Catholic Faith. 

Eight 1111individuals were 

introduced by Father 

Adam to the congregation: 

Alicia Cunningham, Jesus’ 

Madrigal,  Samantha 

Farris, Cory Farris, Scott 

Stover,  Cheyenne Coon, 

Amanda Cleary, and Tory Farney. We pray this group finds their 

journey to be a rewarding one.   

 Latest ADA News. We are getting ever so close (97% close) to our 
goal of $91,868! Thanks to all of you who have in any way 
contributed to this parish challenge. Your generosity is making it 
happen. No gift has been or will be too small. If you haven’t jumped 
on board yet, please consider making this goal a reality. You could 
be the one that gets us to 100% Make checks payable to Diocese of 
Peoria. 

 To offer prayers and support 

for the Unborn, a 24-hour 
Eucharistic Adoration Session 
was held at St. Mary’s from 
8pm on November 30 to 

8pm  on December 1. 
Catholics across the country 
joined forces as the Supreme 
Court heard the landmark 
Pro-Life case of Dobbs vs 
Jackson (MS) woman’s Health, requesting protection of life after 15 
weeks., a decision that could ultimately affect Roe vs Wade. 

...the details regarding Mary and Joseph’s trip to 
Bethlehem?   

Distance—-”As the crow flies,” under 
normal circumstances, without too many 
winding roads or rough spots to traverse, 
people might well have been able to 
travel (on foot or by donkey) about 20 
miles a day, for a total one-way trip of 
perhaps four 
days.  
However, several 
factors might 

have made this particular journey last longer. 
#1– The Route Taken-the land of Samaria lay 
along the most direct route between Nazareth 
and Bethlehem, and in Jesus’ day, there was 
considerable hostility between Jews and 
Samaritans. Surely Joseph would have sought 
to protect his wife, and the Child she carried, 
from such a threat. So, as was common among 
the Jews of the day, the holy couple would 
probably have journeyed far off the “direct” 
route to avoid Samaria, taking a detour from 
Galilee across the Jordan River and then back again into Judea farther 
south.  
#2 Mode of Transportation– Tradition says they traveled by donkey; 
common sense suggests otherwise. Donkeys, as we all know, aren’t 
often cooperative, and long distances would definitely affect their 
behavior. When they want to stop, they stop.  So although donkeys 
may have been part of the picture, it’s more than likely they walked 
most of the way. 
#3 Mary’s Pregnancy– Even though Mary was a hearty teenage girl, 

let’s remember that she was close to the end of her pregnancy. 
No doubt they had to travel much more slowly than normal to 
avoid excessive discomfort for her and risks to the health of 
both mother and Child.  
So we can assume, based on these factors, the trip, which normally 
would have taken perhaps 4 days, more than likely lasted 7-10 days. 



 

Greetings! 
 

December has arrived and if you are like me, you still have much Christmas 
shopping to do. I had hoped to be finished by now but find myself with a long list of 
gifts yet to buy! The holidays can be overwhelming when you add in everyday life 
events such as school, work, and anything else you are involved with. I am 

reminding myself not to get caught up in the crazy and to make time for God.  
 

Each week, I receive an email called Faith Friday. In a recent Friday’s post, one of our teachers wanted to challenge herself to be more 
centered on Christ this Advent season. A friend of hers recommended a book for this Advent Season called The Little Way of Advent: 

Meditations in the Spirit of St. Therese of Lisieux by Fr. Gary Caster. She shared this verse 
(Luke 2:7) "Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if there is room for Jesus." Our SMS 
teacher wondered why she had never thought about this and stated, “Advent is about 
hope.” What a statement! We are anticipating the birth of Jesus. Hope is defined as a 
feeling of expectation. Isn’t that what Advent is, anticipating the birth of our Savior?? 
Our faith at school was evident in watching our students perform at our recent 
Christmas program. They are a shining example of how we should approach this season-
--with enthusiasm and JOY!  What better time to begin praying than with the start of 
Advent and the birth of Jesus! 
 
I encourage you to set aside time with your family to pray together. Perhaps this is the 
year your family has started an Advent Calendar, maybe you will read the Christmas 
Story, or perhaps you will join us at Mass on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. Whatever 
you decide to do, just put God first, and everything else will fall into place as it is meant 
to.  I wish the very Merriest Christmas to you and your family.    

 
Karen Jones 

From the Principal’s Desk... 

Need last minute gifts? Remem-
ber Christ Child Society BOU-
TIQUE ITEMS!  
Microwave bowl holders, indi-
vidual sizes. Buy a set of three 
(S, M, L) and receive a free se-
lected item. 
More Gifts ideas: kitchen items 

- Coffee mug cozies, kitchen 

towels, hot pads, table run-
ners, dish cloths, 
Stocking stuffers; coin purse, gift 
card holder, beautiful hand-made 

American Girl doll clothes. Hand-
-made quilts. Great for college 

students. And much, much 

more...like blankets, greeting 
cards and quilts! (Take a look) 
Contact Shari at 815-419-8620 
texts welcomed (please indicate 
CCS in subject line). Okay to leave 
a message. 
 

CCS Has Plenty of Last-Minute Gift Ideas 



IGNITE Learns About Vocations 
Another month has flown by and it has been a fun one 

for the youth group. Vocation Awareness Week was November 7

-13 and the opportunity was taken to have guest speakers come 

each week in November 

to talk about vocations. 

The line-up included Fr. 

David, Sr. Rachel Lauri-

tsen, along with some of 

her fellow Sisters, semi-

narians JohnPaul Sted-

will, Jacob Martini and 

Ben Schoonmaker and 

Kel and Kelly Krenz. 

Technology was truly a 

blessing for this that we were able to have the sisters and semi-

narians come to our youth group via Zoom. It was such a gift to 

get to hear from everyone and 

cover topics that weren’t just relat-

ed to vocations, but living as a 

young Catholic and what it looks 

like to love Jesus. The love that 

God has for each one of us was 

highlighted each week from the 

different guest speakers, and that 

became a reoccurring theme 

throughout the month, which is 

something that is so good to be 

reminded of. We are so blessed to 

have had the opportunity to hear 

from these individuals as they 

shared their hearts with us and answered 

all the questions that were thrown their 

way. Not only was this a good reminder for 

us to pray for vocations, but it also encour-

aged us to continue those prayers for the 

men and women who are in formation. Lis-

tening to these guests sparked good con-

versation about the importance of taking 

time to be silent in our lives so that we can 

see where God is working in our lives and listen for what He has 

to say.  

The Advent season has been a 
great one to better prepare for 
the coming of Jesus and how we 
can prepare our hearts for His 
coming. How better to prepare 
than by growing in our 
knowledge of Jesus, which is 
what we have been focusing on 
for these weeks of Advent. Work-
ing through what Father Adam 
has been focusing on in his re-
cent homily series has also been 
a beautiful way to grow this Ad-
vent season and will be so good 
to keep in mind throughout the 

year. As Advent comes to a close we will be wrapping up the 
2021 year with a youth group Christmas party! It is such a joyous 
event after entering into the anticipation and preparation of the 
Advent season. From IGNITE youth group to you and your fami-
lies, a very blessed and Merry Christmas!  

  
For over the past four years, St. Mary’s has 
established a parish communication system 
that: 
 

 Sends out parish-wide notices at a single 
click 

 Sends out early publication of our Church 
bulletin 

 Sends out early communication of our parish newsletter 

 Allows feedback from any received communication 

 Allows interaction between parish groups/committee members 

 Sends messages via text messages, emails, or land line phone calls 
 

Currently, we have over 700 members in our St. Mary’s Flocknote family. But our goal is to get EVERY parishioner – young and old, 

male and female (teenagers too!) – to register. All that we request is your cell phone and email address to make this happen. No 

passwords, no other personal information!  Those of you with cell phones…it’s easy. Please text “PONTIAC” to 84576 TODAY to 

register. You will receive a reply and we ask that you click on the link to complete the process. If you DON’T have a cell phone (only 

a landline or just email), but still want to join our group, contact Mick Peterson at 815-822-1724, and he will guide you through the 

process. 

And for those of you already enrolled in Flocknote, this is a perfect time of year to update any information that needs to be adjusted. 

For example, we have over 20 listings that ONLY include a phone number. Nothing else. A complete registration includes a NAME, 

a PHONE number, and  an EMAIL address. Those are the best ways to be totally in sync with what our Flocknote system can offer. 

Also, if you have changed your phone or email address in the past year, please make those upgrades on your Flocknote account so 

we can stay in touch. And finally, if there is a group or organization that you would like to join, feel free to click on that icon and re-

quest a membership. Together, we can continue to be a parish toally linked at alltimes. 





 

More Seasonal Sights from St. Mary’s 
The Knights of Colum-
bus held their annual 
Christmas breakfast 
earlier this month, 
and Mike Vallow 
(Center) and his crew 
satisfied a lot of hap-
py people. It wasn’t 
quite the same with-
out Santa, but family 
photos by the Christ-
mas tree, like the one 
with Harper Francis 
(Right), still took 
place 

A huge thanks to Bob Meiner and the staff at 
the Bank of Pontiac for donating three huge 
bags of hand sanitizer bottles for our parish-
ioners. They’ve really come in handy. 

A ton of gratitude to Paula & Roger Corrigan for the beautiful 
plants in front of the church. They, along with Bob Kane, Chuck 
Hanley, & Mick Peterson, got all of our outside decorations 
ready for the lighting ceremony held on December 12. 

The kitchen (Left) in the parish center has been undergoing a major 
renovation this year, just recently, the cabinets, which had been 
stained /varnished wood, were painted...Christmas with The Chosen: 
The Messengers, is NOW streaming online (YouTube) and through The 
Chosen app for your enjoyment….Let’s hope we can all get into the 
Christmas spirit like this young girl from SMS (Below) during a recent 
adoration period. 

 

So many people need to be thanked 
for all their help in producing The 
Voice each month. From articles to 
pictures to ads to editing. Let’s recog-
nize Father Adam, Karen Jones, Dan-
ielle Gill, Karen Peissig, Shari Paris, 
Megan Lauritsen, Jill Francis, Patti 
Zehr, Alison Tarr, and anyone else who 
has contributed. Without you, this job 
would be daunting! 



From The Back Page       by Mick Peterson 
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 PEOPLE MUST KNOW! 

That’s the message proclaimed in Christmas With The Chosen: The Messengers, 
a movie several St. Mary’s parishioners viewed earlier this month and is 
currently available online (See page 7). Along with the other messages this 
series has shared during the past two years, this one has a special meaning as 
we approach the birth of Jesus. 

So many of us stress majorly during the month of December, worrying and 
fretting about matters that involve getting our houses decorated, hopefully 
buying the right gifts for those on our lists, planning meals, providing proper 
lodging for family and friends, or adjusting our calendars so that both sides of a 
family can share these important times together. Often, anxiety takes over…
then even a spot of depression maybe, as we struggle to get “everything done.” 

PEOPLE MUST KNOW! 

We might identify with the 
Shepherds in the Nativity Story. 
In Jesus’ time, shepherds were 
ranked just one step above 
lepers- almost the bottom of 
the barrel. Nobody in the 
community respected them. 
They were deemed unclean, 
unwanted, unworthy, and 
unloved, emotions we may feel 

from time to time ourselves during this season. Yet, it was to these “unworthy” 
shepherds that angels appeared singing and praising God on the birth in nearby 
Bethlehem. The angels proclaimed, “Peace on earth and good will towards 
men.” It was these shepherds who first witnessed the Savior’s birth, and they 
went on to tell people. PEOPLE MUST KNOW! 

Compare that with how our society acts today, full of discord, judgment, 
bitterness, and violence. Our culture encourages us to find happiness or 
satisfaction in our jobs, our money, or our status in our community. We’re told 

to get the biggest house, the best car, the fanciest clothes, be part of the most 
noted travel team. That’s how we become Somebody.  

But we Catholics should know better. Our Savior never lived in a big house. 
When He was born, he was wrapped in swaddling cloths, the kind shepherds 
would put on lambs when they were born to keep them unblemished, and then 
his first “crib” was a manger, a feeding trough. Nothing very spectacular. 
However, that beginning laid 
the foundation for all of us to 
follow. Jesus is the answer. 
PEOPLE MUST KNOW! 

We search so many places to 
solve our problems, to find 
answers, often leading to 
frustration. But, folks, there 
is THE answer, and we know 
who He is.  Let’s this 
Christmas look to the 
Nativity scene that you 
probably have in your homes or focus on the one at church. It starts there. 
Peace. Kindness. Joy. This is the Good News we seek, not something on Fox or 
CNN. The Messiah is here! And, let’s remember, the answer has ALWAYS been 
Jesus, and it always will be. He’s the Savior we’re looking for. Period, end of 
conversation. 

Want more joy? More peace? More love? Who wouldn’t? And that’s what we 
should experience at Christmas, not stress or anxiety. “Peace on Earth…good 
will towards men.”  

Make this Christmas the BEST one ever! Celebrate the birth of our Savior with 
family and loved ones. Share those feelings of joy, peace, kindness, love with 
one another. Give presents willingly, lovingly. And receive them humbly with 
gratitude. Just know the gift of Jesus binds it all together, and don’t be afraid to 
tell somebody. Because…PEOPLE MUST KNOW!  Have a Blessed Christmas! 


