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BACK TO SCHOOL!!!! 

Whether you have a child in school, a grandchild, a niece or a 
nephew, or just remember what it was like to sit in a desk, let’s 
join in offering “A Prayer to 
Begin a School Year,” courtesy 
of The Catholic Post. At the 
blank, enter the name(s) of any 
particular individual(s) you 
wish to pray for. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God,  
Creator of body and mind and 
heart; 
You have sent the Spirit of 
wisdom and knowledge 
To guide you people in all their 
ways. 
 
At the beginning of this school 
year,  
In this time of uncertainty and 
anxiety, 
We implore Your mercy. 
Bless and protect our students, 
teachers, 
Staffs, their families, and especially  _________________ 
Give wisdom to the decision makers, 
Be they in our schools or in our homes. 
 
Expand the horizons of our minds, 
And deepen our commitment to seek 
The truth of your ways. 
In these days when so much has changed,  
Help us to trust in the love of your Son Jesus 
Our Divine Teacher, who is the same 
Yesterday, today, and forever. Amen. 

Open House Welcomes Students, Parents to 2021 

A new spot for the library. The Music department getting their own room 
after 15 years of waiting. 3rd grade upstairs, with perhaps the best setup 
for a classroom imaginable. Kindergarten in the same hallway as 1st & 2nd 
grade. One of the junior high classrooms using tables, rather than desks. A  
student study area/lounge right inside the main doors. The gym floor with a 
new coat of varnish. Everything looking  shiny and new. And, maybe most 
importantly, behind those masks...we have smiles...anticipation… 
enthusiasm....a genuine welcome to the 2021-22 school year.  That’s what 
people experienced at the 2021 ST. Mary’s School Open House. 

Father Adam remarked,  “As I walked around the hallways (with our 
principal), I noticed that every single bulletin board had something to do 
with Jesus. There’s an emphasis...an importance  that JESUS is the reason 
our school exists, our Church exists. It’s very clear to me Jesus is the center 
of our school....There’s something happening here...in our little school. If He 
is not the core...the center of what  we are doing, then what’s the point?”    
For more photos of the changes in the school, look inside to Page 5! 



Happy August to everyone and let’s fill you in on some of the 
good news that has happened around the parish in the past 
month or so.  

1. It has been so much fun meeting each Wednesday night to 
watch The Chosen and discuss with about 40 people. Come and 
join us any Wednesday night at 8:30 until Sept. 22nd.  

2. I was extremely blessed to spend my summer with our 
seminarian, John Paul Stedwill who was a gift to have around. 
He helped me and our parish in a lot of ways while consistently 
reminding me that I'm not in my 20s anymore. 

3. It was also a great blessing to have Sara Dunham help out on 
so many projects as she came back for an internship at St. 
Mary's. God bless Sara as she continues her degree in Theology 
at Franciscan University in Ohio.  

4. The 4-H Fair was a huge success as so many St. Mary's folks 
came out to give everyone fantastic meals during the fair. A 
special thank you to Mark and Anne Corrigan for the many hours 
of time and effort they put in to make it a great event for St. 
Mary's.  

5. It is very exciting to announce that Megan Lauritsen will be 
taking on very important roles as the Director of Evangelization 
and Youth Minister. She is very well known in our community 
and comes with a great deal of energy to win souls for Jesus and 
His Church! 

6. It was such a great time welcoming students back to school at 
St. Mary's! There was so much enthusiasm, and I always have a 

great time blessing each of the 
students in their classrooms with a 
load of holy water on the first day. I 
like to refer to it as the “holy water” 
park.  

7. We had an amazing faculty and 
staff retreat at the brand new Sacre 
Couer Retreat Center in Henry! What 
a place and what a great time to 
enter into prayer as a team!  

8. I was blessed to offer Mass with 
the Poor Clare Sisters in Minooka on 
August 11th. What a blessing to 
spend time with these holy women 
on St. Clare's Feast Day! 

9. I watched the Triple-A Cubs…I mean the Chicago Cubs get 
pummeled by Fr. David's Milwaukee Brewers in Chicago with 
parishioners Mike Linskey and Mick Lauritsen. We had great 
time on a great day, but not much to cheer about for Cubs fans. 
We always have next year!  

There are some of the fun and exciting things happening around 
here, and I pray that many fun and exciting things are happening 
for you and your family in the coming months.  

God bless you!  

Father Adam   

 

Making Disciples for the Mission:  
Good News for August 

Celebrate with Rosary at 6:30 am 
and Mass at 7:00 am 

September 7, 2021 
St. Mary’s Church 

Frank Duff founded The Legion of Mary September 7, 1921 in Dublin Ireland. It 
has spread across the world … Guided by the Holy Spirit, with the help of Our 
Blessed Mother, the encouragement of many popes and a spiritual director to 
assist the pastor. 
 
Frank Duff wrote, “Can We Be Saints?” Three former members of this 
organization are in the process towards sainthood. Know that everyone Can BE 
a Saint; even if not formally recognized. 
 
The Legionaries work in pairs. They visits homes, nursing homes, do door-to-door and 
street ministry to reach all souls and bring them to Jesus. They also catechize and 

encouraging devotions. 
 
There are two types of membership: Active Members attend weekly meetings and preform 
Legion work. Auxiliary Members who pray daily the Tessera; that includes the rosary; no 
meetings.        
 
For more information, contact a member or check the parish bulletin for meeting time and 

place. 

Fr. Adam, Fr. David, Linda Minar, Darlene DeMattia, Jim and Karen Peissig, 
Bernie Brown, George Pouliot, Earline DeVito, Angela Mote, Margaret Stamm, Mary Monical 



News & Notes Around St. Mary’s Parish 
 Season 2 of The Chosen 

continues to be presented on 

Wednesday nights, starting 

now around 8:30. The idea is 

to continue the series outside 

at the grass playground 

across from the parish hall, as 

long as the weather 

cooperates. If not, then we head to the parish hall. Either way, 

these episodes provide an outstanding look at the life and times of 

Jesus and His disciples. Only a few more episodes left in this season, 

so we encourage you to make this part of your weekly plans. 

 A huge thanks to our two summer “helpers,” seminarian John Paul 

Stedwill and senior-to-be college student Sara Dunham. This pair 

completed several liturgical and clerical tasks during their times 

here that made St. Mary’s a much better parish. Good luck to them 

both as they head back to their studies. 

 FUNERAL DINNERS: In conjunction with the reopening of the state 

and no limits on gatherings, we will resume serving funeral dinners 

when needed. If you would like to help serve at a dinner or provide 

a dish, please contact Margaret Legner at 815- 842-0983. 

 Welcome to Tim Bassett, who will serve our parish as a part-time 

custodian at St. Mary’s School. Tim joins Mark Corrigan, who began 

his full-time duties this past June. Tim will also be cleaning the 

church each week as part of his assignment.  

 Just in case you’ve forgotten....CCD/FAITH FORMATION 
REGISTRATION for the 2021- 2022 school year has already begun. 
Faith Formation classes are for all Catholic students, grades K-8, 
who attend public schools. To register, please contact Karen at 
ccd4u2@gmail.com or call the parish office at 815-844-7683. 

 

 Another warm welcome to our newest staff member at our parish, 
Megan Lauritsen. Megan will definitely be a multi-tasker as she will 
serving as leader of our Youth Group (IGNITE), leading our 
Evangelization efforts, working alongside Tyler Shrewsbury & Kate 
Russow (co-heads of RCIA), and establishing programs for young 
adults in our parish.  

 

 Our CCD/Faith Formation program is in need of teachers for this 
upcoming school year, and, with classes beginning right after Labor 
Day, it’s important that volunteers respond. Contact coordinator 
Karen Peissig at ccd4u2@gmail.com if available. 

 

 Our choir is also always on the look for new members. The 
qualifications are these—just be willing to show up in the choir loft 
for Mass either Saturday at 4PM or Sunday at 9:30AM. Practices are 
held when needed after the Sunday Mass, with a brief Bible study 
included.  

 

 A reminder—ADORATION  takes place Monday-Friday from 8-8. 
Adoration occurs in the Adoration Chapel each day, with the 
exception of Thursday, when it will be held in the church. 
Volunteers to spend time with Jesus either alone or to share an 
hour with another can contact Darlene Demattia (815-674-0958) or 
the parish office (815-844-7683). 

 

 Hope you received your letter from the Liturgy Committee 

regarding getting all our 
ministries fully staffed with able 
volunteers. More importantly, 
hope you’ve taken the time to 
respond.  These “little” pieces” of 
participation we can do–young 
and old—area way to give back 
to our parish and serve God. 
You’re needed, and if you’ve 
never been one before (Usher, Greeter, Lector, EM, Choir), just let 
the parish office know. God is calling! You are needed.  

 

 Don’t look now, but ADA 2021 is coming in September...sooner 
than later. Details can be found in the Bulletin the next few weeks.  

 

 Bishop Tylka will be meeting with four lay 
members of each of the parishes in our Pontiac 
Vicariate to discuss issues and ideas. The 
meeting will be on September 15 here in 
Pontiac. Hopefully, results of this meeting will 
be available for our September issue. 

...Education has MANY patron saints? 
 
So many of our saints have an 
educational background that we are 
able tor rely on several of them for 
intercessions...depending on our 
needs. 
1. SAINT JOSEPH OF 
CUPERTINO. He is patron of test 
takers, students, mental handicaps, 
air travelers, astronauts, pilots, and is 
invoked by children, adults and the 

elderly who are unloved, 
abandoned or neglected.  

2. ELIZABETH ANN SETON is the 
first native-born American to be 
canonized by the Catholic 
Church. She founded the first 
free Catholic school in America. 
In homeschooling circles, her 
name is immortalized by the 
Seton curriculum. Across 
America, many Catholic schools 
are named for her as the Patron 
Saint of Catholic Schools.  

3. ST. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA – Patron of Young Students St. 
Aloysius had a reputation of wisdom beyond his years long 
before joining the Jesuits at age 18. By the time he was 9 
years old he’d already discerned a call to the religious life. 
And by the time he was 11 he was teaching the Catechism 
to younger children.    

4. ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE – Patron of Teachers In 
many ways you can attribute our modern classroom setting 
to St. John Baptist de la Salle. He was the founder of the 
Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, and also 
established teacher colleges throughout France. It was in 
large part due to his efforts that we now have classroom 
instruction as opposed to individual instruction, and classes 
in the vernacular as opposed to Latin.  

 



 

We kicked off the new school year with a faculty and staff retreat  from both St. 
Mary’s and St. Paul’s at the new Sacre` Coeur Retreat Center. What a day it was; it 
truly was a day for spiritual development, and time to be together. We were 
especially blessed to have Coadjutor Bishop Tylka 
celebrate Mass for us. 
 
What a sight to behold as students and teachers 
gathered in the MPR room this morning! We recited 
prayers and said the Pledge of Allegiance together. 
How much more meaningful to say these out loud 

together, than just reciting them over an intercom!  
 
After introducing our teachers and new students, students were dismissed to 
their classrooms. Father Adam and I walked to each classroom where he 
blessed each room and said a prayer. We are so blessed we can pray in 
school. Our school year is off to a great start. We have so many things to be 
thankful for.      Principal Karen Jones 

Greetings... 

The St. Mary’s Bereavement 
Support Group is open to all in 
the Pontiac vicariate and will 
meet on Monday evenings from 
6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for eight 
weeks, beginning September 13 
through November 1 in the St. 
Mary’s Rosary room.  The group 
uses a text and journal written by 
Alan D. Wolfelt, Ph.D., the 
Director of the Center for Loss 
and Life Transitions in Colorado.  
Margo Law and Katie Wille will be 

the facilitators of this group. 

A grief support group enables people to overcome depression and 

loneliness after a person has lost a loved one or had a major life change.  
It helps them learn ways to handle grief, cope with their feelings and 
move on in life.  Compassion and confidentiality create the foundation of 
this gathering as people share feelings and ideas.  The Catholic faith is an 
important part of this study and sharing opportunity at St. Mary’s, yet the 
group is open to people of all faiths. 

The eight-week support group culminates on November 2, All Souls’ Day, 
with a special Mass to be held that evening remembering the loved ones 
of the support group members who have died, as well as the relatives and 
friends of the St. Mary’s Parish who have passed away in the past year. 

If a person is interested in participating in the support group which begins 
September 13, he/she can call the parish office, 815-844-7683, or Katie 
Wille, 815-842-1233. Deadline to register has been extended to August 
30. 

Bereavement Support Ready for September Start 



MORE OPEN HOUSE/SPLASH PAD PHOTOS 

All the hard work by so many 
volunteers this summer sawing, 
hammering, painting, cleaning, waxing, 
carrying books, moving desks, laying 
carpet, putting up fences—-has 
definitely paid off.  

People have seen the fruits of the 
labors as the school year gets 
underway. Parents and students both 
came away impressed. 

And to top Open House Night, several families and their children took advantage of the Splash Pad in Pontiac.  Lots of 
fun and laughter from parents and children could be heard for blocks—-a special way  to end the summer! 



Ray White To Be Instituted as  

Acolyte on Road to Diaconate 
For the past four and a half years, while life has continued to create challenges for everyone, parishioner Ray White has quietly continued his road 

towards the Permanent Diaconate. Both Ray and his wife CeCe have been attending formation 

weekends (mainly in Peoria) once a month for ten months of the year. On Sunday, August 22, at 

the new Sacre-Coeur Retreat Center in Henry, Ray will be instituted, along with his classmates, 

into the role of Acolyte, the next step in his journey, 

Acolytes are appointed to attend to the service of the altar. An Acolyte, thus, assists the Priest 

and the Deacon at various liturgical celebrations, including Mass; he distributes Holy Communion 

and also instructs others who are to assist at liturgies (including servers, lectors, etc.). 

The commitment both Ray and CeCe have demonstrated in following this calling has been 

exemplary. Soon we will see Ray in his Acolyte role around our parish, serving the people. Better 

yet, St. Mary’s anticipates the day when the journey comes to fruition, when Ray will receive the 

Sacrament of Holy Orders, the graces that come with it, and the joy that he and CeCe will 

experience in completing the calling they received form above. Let’s all keep them in our prayers! 

SMS Golf Outing Successful Despite Rain 

Both July and early August provided some great fellowship and camaraderie for St. Mary’s parishioners and their friends. The crowds at the Fair kept the 

kitchen crew and the volunteers hopping all week long. Rain fell a couple of times at the Boosters golf outing, but that didn’t stop many of the golfers from 

registering great scores (at least that’s what their scorecards said.) Good times  had by all! 
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 Lord knows I’ve made a ton of 

mistakes in my life. Some 
greater than others. For 
example, I’ve always been a 
stickler for TIME. I hate being 
late; I hate others being late; I 
can’t stand to be waiting for 
someone else to arrive or for 
another to be ready to leave 
so that an appointment can be 
made; don’t make me wait in 
a doctor’s office! When I was 

coaching, being “on time” meant being five minutes early...at least. This 
drives my wife nuts! 

My mistakes involve my reactions...little snits. Maybe a tantrum or two. 
Even storming around. Why? Because it’s MY schedule being affected. Me!  

I even applied it to church. When I was a boy, my dad always told us that 
the best Mass was at 7 on Sunday morning because it was only 30 minutes 
long. That became my standard; my late brother bragged that the best one 
he ever attended as 22 minutes. I looked for those “shorties.” I would time 
the homily; I would time the Consecration; I would time Communion; I 
would count the number of people who left Mass right after Communion-
they must have thought the same as I did. 

As I grew older, that feeling remained; as the Mass continued past the 
allotted 30-minute time slot, I would become restless, fidgety, a nervous-
norkus. Forty-five became acceptable, but getting close to an hour 
definitely deserved extra confession time for that priest. Didn’t he know 
there was a game on? Didn’t he know I had to go to the store for 
groceries? Why can’t he say what he needs to say in 10 minutes rather 
than 15?  

Then, this quote from the Passion hit home. I discovered that I had put a 

clock on God. I created time limits for Him to get His work done. I had 
decided that what I was supposed to be doing was FARRRRR more 
important than spending time with Him. And, as I looked at HOW I was 
spending that time, I realized that, in my quest for that 30-minute window, 
I had probably wasted most of the actual time I was there. I wasn’t really 
worshipping. I was too busy looking at my watch. 

Putting a time restriction on God had to be one of the dumbest things I’ve 
ever done. Ever! What right did I have as a member of the church to 
dictate policy? Who put 
me in charge of making 
sure that Masses were 
completed in a certain 
period? And, then I 
thought, “Where else 
have I been keeping my 
God clock active?” 
Prayer...morning 
reading ritual...the list 
goes on. 

When the end comes, I 
know there will be no clocks in heaven...or hell. When we reach the end of 
our days, eternity begins. God doesn’t wear a watch. God doesn’t keep 
time. God doesn’t have a list of things to do before lunch. God doesn’t 
keep track of His daily schedule because He doesn’t have a schedule, nor 
does He monitor His Smartphone.  

Today, I hope I’ve learned from my past mistakes. I try to spend more time 
with God than I ever have, but I know I can do more. Sixty minutes...10 
minutes...20 minutes...you name it. The focus now is on Quality Time. 
Quality over Quantity! Time plus focus, hoping I get better results.  

And I don’t even need a watch. 


