CAMPUS STILL BUZZING WITH
BUILDING REPAIRS & UPGRADES

Show is always better than tell. Let’s let these pictures show you what’s been going on at
St. Mary’s campus this summer.
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Our gym floor was totally stripped down for the first
time since it was installed in 2007. The floor was res-
tained and painted with a new, updated school logo at
center court. Gorgeous!!!

For the second year in a row, Grieff’s Exterior Service
of Pontiac replaced a section of windows in SMS
classrooms that were outdated. This year, the third
grade classroom will benefit from their new windows.
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Tuckpointing work on the church will hopefully finish
up at the end of the month. The front fagade, with the
most damage, is the focus now which includes securing
the stone cross. We apologize for the inconvenience
this work has caused, especially with using the ramp.
Your patience is greatly appreciated!

SMS Art teacher Katy Sartoris
repainted the statue of Our
Blessed Mother from the west
side of the church. She will be
placed back in the northwest
corner once the opportunity
arises.

. 2 -
Abraham Masonry of Pontiac
knocked out the old glass block
windows on the east side of
school and replaced the first
floor with concrete blocks to
provide more support for the
bowing wall that had been
occurring. A window will be
added to the second floor of the
school.



| wish to thank you for
your warm welcome as Fr. Bazi
and | begin our ministry here. As
we begin this journey together,
we focus on building up the
Church, growing disciples, and
leading people to heaven. The
| Blessed Virgin Mary, who is the
_ patron of our parish, shows us
the way to heaven. Atthe An-
nunciation, the Archangel Gabriel
asked Mary to be the Mother of
God. Her yes began our salva-
tion. The Blessed Mother was the first and the best of the
Lord’s disciples. Mary shows us that discipleship is always
rooted in saying yes to Christ every day. At the wedding in
Cana of Galilee, Mary asks her Son to help the couple

who ran out of wine at their reception. She directs the
stewards to “do whatever He tells you.” Mary shows us
that our discipleship is rooted in a daily yes to Christ and
an abandonment to the Divine will by doing whatever He
tells us. Our discipleship and our surrender to the Divine
will must be steeped in prayer. The highest form of prayer
is the Holy Mass on Sunday (or Saturday evening.) At the
Mass we worship the Lord and are fed with His word in the
scriptures and His food in the Holy Eucharist. We are also
invited to pray outside of Mass. Our private prayers, our
devotions, our attendance at daily Mass and our prayers
during Eucharistic adoration strengthen us to be authentic
disciples of Jesus Christ so as to build up the Church, to
work toward our salvation, and to lead others to heaven.
May God continue to bless all of our people and may the
Blessed Virgin Mary intercede for us. God Bless.

fr. Raysorv

| come from the Diocese
of Kabale, Uganda, Africa. | was
ordained May 25, 1980. Before
coming to the United States |
was a Pastor of St. Peter’s Giso-
ro Catholic Parish.

| have served as a Pas-
tor for many Parishes, taught in
Major and Minor seminaries,
taught in school and held other
responsibilities. The Bishop of
Peoria expressed the need for
priests to my Bishop in Uganda
and he sent me to assist. | came to the Peoria Diocese in
June, 2022 and was assigned to St. Patrick Church in
Washington before coming to Pontiac.

Africa is a developing continent with mountains,
valleys, lakes, rivers, lowland areas, forests, etc. A majori-
ty of people are still struggling to find ways and means of
living and surviving. Generally, all earn a living through
cultivation of their personal pieces of land. Many families
have animals like goats, cows, chickens, pigs and rabbits.

Parishes are very big with populations between
10,000-30,000 Christians. Each parish has between 10-

The buildings in the upper left, are my
parish.

30 small churches and at least three Eucharistic Centers,
which can become parishes in the future.

These churches have trained Catechists who con-
duct services for Christians on Sundays and prepare chil-
dren for Baptism, First Holy Communion and Confirmation.

Each parish has two priests and they make pro-
grams to give Masses and other services to these church-
es. Each parish has at least two grade schools and two
high schools. Most of the schools, institutions and univer-
sities are in big towns. Most of the schools are boarding
schools because there is a problem with transportation,
children are assured of meals, and it reduces absentee-
ism.

Our families are big and poor, averaging 7 or 8
children. Many parents lack education to make good deci-
sions for their families.

Finally, there is a big increase in the number of
Christians, Religious Life and those in the Priesthood.

| am so happy to be of service to you at St. Mary’s
Pontiac. Thank you for welcoming me. Here are some
pictures of my home parish.

fr. Bagi

The countryside of my parish that | travel.

Very beautiful. Lots of winding roads.



TIME TO REGISTER STUDENTS
FOR CCD CLASSES

CCD registration will take place on Sunday, August 24 after 7am
and 9:30am Masses in the back vestibule of church. If you have
children in Grades K-8 who attend public school, then you will
want to sign-up for Religious (CCD) classes. Classes will be held
on Sundays from 7:45-9:15am beginning September 7.

CCD TEACHERS NEEDED: Adults committed to sharing
our Catholic Faith with public school students on Sunday morn-
ings are invited to serve as CCD teachers. Are you being called
to be a disciple to our youth? If interested or if you have any
questions, please call Angela Mote at 815-822-0077

COFFEE & 6ol P50
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
STARTING SEPTEMBER 15

St. Mary’s Parish will offer a Bereavement Support Group this
fall culminating with the All Soul’s Mass at St. Mary’s Church.
The dates for the meetings will be Mondays, September 15, 22,
29 and October 13, 20, and 27. Meetings will be held from 6:30-
8pm in the Rosary Room of the parish hall. If you have experi-
enced the loss of a family member or friend and are struggling
with your grief, we invite you to join us no matter how long it has
been since your loss. This is open to all churches in the Pontiac
Vicariate. Registration is necessary so we have enough books for
everyone. Please call the parish office at 815-844-7683 to regis-
ter. DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THIS GROUP IS TUES-
DAY, SEPTEMBER 2.

SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 7
AFTER 9:30
MASS IN

S.W.A.G DATES

THE OLD
SCHOOL GYM

Come one, come all, for
a time of fellowship
with parishioners
Young and old. We
hope you will join us!

A NIGHT OF
PRAYERS
AND SONGS

Wednesday,
September 24
at 6:30pm
in church

This is a praise and
worship hour filled
with litany prayers,
hymns, Psalms, and
a reflection. Come!
Sing, pray, and be
inspired as we offer
this evening to Jesus

and Mary.  Non- CONFERENCE. EXPERIENCE THE
Catholics are wel-

come, SO bring a SHEER NUMBER OF THE YOUNG
friend and  come. CHURCH IN A WEEKEND FULL OF
Wine and cheese

afterwards. PRAISE AND ADORATION.

I
JOIN SAVED WITH AMAZING GRACE HIGH

SCHOOL YOUTH GROIUP FOR OUR FIRST
MEETING OF THE YEAR IN THE PARISH CENTER
ON SEPTEMBER 7TH 10:45 AM-12 PM.

Steﬁbenville 2026

JOIN US JUNE 26-28 TO
PARTICIPATE IN A STEUBENVILLE

UPCOMING YOUTH

GROUP EVENTS

LIFEFEST & PRO-LIFE
MARCH 2026

THE YOUTH GROUP WILL BE TAKING A
TRIP TO ATTEND LIFE FEST PUT ON BY
THE SISTERS OF LIFE AND THE MARCH
FOR LIFE JANUARY 21-24. LET THE
WOLRD SEE THE YOUNG CHURHES
VIBRANCE AND LOVE FOR LIFE!

CHWC 2026

S.W.A.G WILL BE ATTENDING
CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP
JULY 19-25 CHWC IS A WEEK
LONG MISSION TO LEARN HOW
TO LOVE LIKE CHRIST THROUGH
OUR HANDS AND WILLINGNESS.

GONZAGA XIV

OUR YOUTH GROUP IS INCREDIBLY
BLESSED TO BE ABLE TO
PARTICIPATE IN A WEEKEND OF
SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND GOD’S
LOVE THROUGH OUR 14TH
GONZAGA WEEKEND JANUARY
2-4.




From the
Principal’s Desk

to teach at St. Mary’s.

Mrs. Madison Knowles-2nd Grade
Mrs. Sue Trainor-4th Grade
Mrs. Josie Ahrends-Paraprofessional

Mrs. Carol Hepner-PreK

Miss Sarah Schopp-Kindergarten

Mrs. Heidi Legner-5th Grade

Mrs. Jamie Woolford-Jr. High Religion

Mrs. Ellen Yedinak-Music/Choir
Mr. Adam Lawrence-AD/PE/Computers

Mr. Mark Corrigan-Maintenance Director
Mr. Shane Davis-Custodian

others.

Another school year is underway! We are fully staffed for the 2025-2026 school year
and I am so grateful for your support and prayers, and speaking with anyone you knew who might want

Please welcome our new faculty/staff:

Also, please welcome our returning faculty/staff:

Mrs. Denise Plenert-Jr.High Science/Social Studies

Mrs. Kelly Krenz-Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Mrs. Daniele Gill-Development Director

Each week I receive an email from School Growth, LLC. They share a powerful message every week. I found this to be an
excellent message with the start of a new school year.

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can,

and the wisdom to know the difference.

What feeling or mental image comes to mind when hearing the word, serenity? It certainly isn't the drop-off line and parking lot
those first few days of school, when everyone is adjusting to the timing and tensions of navigating through the gauntlet. Serenity
doesn't conjure up memories of our to-do list nor of the chaotic cafeteria. Getting back into the routine of school life can be
stressful for kids, parents, and us. Finding serenity is fully achievable, but only where the proper choices are made.
We must confront any situation, however difficult it may be, with courage, faith, serenity, confidence and a lot of mental strength.

Serenity isn't avoiding the storms—it's finding peace and sustaining purpose in midst of the turbulence, replacing idealistic
expectations with prudent acceptance. Serenity grows from our choices: Who we are and where we are are a logical result. We
choose what is included in our own individualized education plan, gaining new knowledge, insights, and skills to advance the
quality and impact of our influence. We choose the people with whom we spend time, and the progress toward our goals.

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason,

full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. — James 3:17

Serenity starts within by developing the habits that produce a peace in our spirit. Such wisdom is divinely given to those who
ask, seek, and knock out humility. It becomes most visible through composure in the midst of conflict and confusion, with a
willingness to yield combined with a sound mind that is purposefully decisive. Serenity isn't an abstract idea but a lived, visible
quality rooted in godly character. Find serenity through your choices this week, because the footprints you leave give direction to
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Matking Disciples for the Mission

Mrs. Kim Vogt-3rd Grade
Mrs. Kim Mehrkens-Interventionist
Mr. Nick Milhauser-Business Manager

Mrs. Karen Jones

Mrs. Jordi Cavanagh-PreK

Mrs. Anne Corrigan-1st Grade

Mrs. Taryn Tissiere-Jr. High Math

Mrs. Katy Sartoris-Art

Mr. Mick Peterson-Jr. High ELA/Literature

Mrs. Sandy Erickson-Band

Mrs. Danielle MacZura, Administrative Assistant

Ms. Jennifer Hildebran-Custodian

Reinhold Niebuhr

— Seve Ballesteros

Mrs. Jones

2025 SMS GOLF OUTING

To start our school year on a
high note, St. Mary’s hosted the annual
SMS Golf Outing at Wolf Creek Golf
Course on August 3rd. Over 75 partici-
pants—from fresh 4-year-olds to sea-
soned golfers in their 80s—came togeth-
er for a day of friendly competition and
community spirit. Players enjoyed a vari-
ety of games out on the course and a kid
putting contest before play began. Con-
gratulations to our winning teams!

This event wouldn’t have been
possible without the generosity of our
sponsors and the support of our families,
friends, and parish community. Thank
you for being part of such a successful
and joy-filled day!

THANK YOU ONE AND ALL!

It was another successful year for St. Mary’s 4-H Kitchen and it wouldn’t
have been possible without all those who prayed for us or helped in any way. We
raised over $14,000 which will help pay for some of the cost of the school wall project.
We had over 100 workers starting the week before with cleaning and prepping food,
until Saturday evening. Many worked multiple shifts. There were over 50 people who
baked pies, cookies, and other baked goods for the kitchen. Without each and everyone
of you, we would not have been able to raise money for the school wall repair project.
Thank you to our many businesses and individuals who donated food or supplies. We
truly appreciate your generosity to St. Mary’s 4-H kitchen.

We served over 500 ribeyes, 300 pork chops, 600 hamburgers, 200 hotdogs,
and 300 BBQ pork burgers. Along with this we went through over 200 biscuits for
breakfast, as well as 140 Ibs of sausage links. The workers served over 30 pounds of
taco meat and nachos throughout the fair week. As you can see, we do run a full
fledged kitchen for a few days. It was very rewarding watching everyone come togeth-
er for a common goal and great camaraderie. The customers are very appreciative, not
only for the food, but the air-conditioned building. If you were not able to help us this
year, maybe you can help us in 2026. Thank you again for your help in making our
26th year a successful one. Let’s do it again in 2026! Mark and Anne Corrigan



ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST

I can't believe it has been a little over a year since the Eucharistic Congress in Indian-
apolis. I was just thinking we all have been though a lot in the last year both as a parish and
as individuals. There have been births, deaths, trials and crosses of all shapes and sizes. One
thing has always been a constant and that is Jesus. Especially Jesus in the Eucharist. Whether
we have encountered Him at Mass or Adoration, He is always there waiting for us to open our
hearts to Him to dump our problems and tears into His lap, to come to Him rejoicing over an event, consolation
or preparing for Mass and just maybe we just want to "waste time" with Him. Even Pope Leo XIV talked about
how the Eucharist has a place in everyday life in a Wednesday audience message.

Just recently a Bishop in Irag commended the parents of over 1,000 children for keeping the faith alive
in their children so they could receive their First Holy Communion after 11 years of occupation by ISIS.

Wow!! Makes you think. Are we keeping the faith alive in our families? Are we passing on what we have
learned? Do we know it to pass it on? Do we help others in our parish who may be lukewarm or to those who
are "just going through the motion" of our Catholic faith? ..... Something to think about. I know Deacon Ray
mentioned in his homily (Aug.10th) about safeguarding our heritage along with being faithful and prudent serv-
ants. We can't do this unless we are willing to step out of our comfort zones and possibly make sacrifices of
"social media/TV time" to learn more about the Eucharist and our Catholic faith. May be as a gift of thanksgiv-
ing for the families in Iraq you could do just that. Step out. Learn. Teach. Here are just a couple of websites
that may help. eucharisticrevival.org (try out MANNA/Catholic content) ondemand.ewtn.com (there is a
learning series as well)

JOIN US FOR MORE MINI-PILGRIMAGES

PILGRIMAGE TO SAINT JOHN’S ORATORY, LOSTANT

“Day of Prayer," held at Saint John's Oratory in Lostant on Jul
24, was our launch into trying out mini-pilgrimages throughout our dio-
cese. We saw this as a "testing of the waters" and we have returned
informed, encouraged, and ready for more.

"Day of Prayer" was attended by 25 people, half from Pontiac, &
and half from the Lostant/Toluca area. Fr. Patrick Greenough, priest a B/
St. Patrick's in Minonk, St. Anne's in Toluca, St. Mary's in Wenona, and ot
St. John's Oratory in Lostant, was the speaker of the day. Responses &=
included, "It was awesome!", "Father was so articulate, so clear!", "This§
offered us practical tips for changing and deepening our prayer life.",
"So helpful!", "Intelligent and insightful!"

Father's talk was followed by lunch, prepared by parishioner
Sarah Walters, and time for private prayer. The day concluded with
Toni Hartenbower of Lostant leading us in the Holy Face [of Jesus] Chaplet. This special time with people we knew well,
those we did not know at all, and with acquaintances, allowed us opportunity to share the most important thoughts we
carry in ourselves about our Lord and communication with Him. Sharing intimate concerns and insights made the day all
the more transforming and we came away united in faith.

PILGRIMAGE TO SAINT MARY'S CATHEDRAL IN PEORIA =

Our next mini-pilgrimage will be to St. Mary's Cathedral in Peo- [
ria on Tuesday, September 9. We plan to leave at 8:30am from our ¢
parking lot in Pontiac and arrive back home by 3:30pm. The Cathedral
is an official pilgrimage site celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the
Diocese of Peoria. A plenary indulgence may be gained by attending
this pilgrimage. Information about this indulgence is available.

Those who attend will receive a guided tour of our cathedral
and the Sheen Museum, a movie about Archbishop Fulton Sheen dur- §
ing lunch, and opportunity to explore the museum gift shop. Cost is
$20 per person. Please call the parish office at 815-844-7683 to be
placed on the list of those going on this pilgrimage to the cathedral and ¥
museum. Please write your check to St. Mary's Church, place it in an
envelope marked “Cathedral Pilgrimage”, and drop it in the collection
basket by August 31.

We will need to know: 1. If you are willing to drive with 2 or more passengers

2. What type of sandwich you prefer for lunch: turkey, ham, or vegetarian

OCTOBER PILGRIMAGE
Though still in the planning stages, we are working on a third mini-pilgrimage to Blessed Sacrament Church in Morton on
October 30th with Father Adam Cesarek as speaker. Watch the bulletin for more details as plans solidify.


http://eucharisticrevival.org/

PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILIES THIS YEAR
We ask everyone to-proy for specific chuwch and school foumilies each
weekday. Please remember these faomilies inv your prayers each day for
themto-grow invtheir faithvthis yeaw. Thank youw.

Mon Aug 25 Gary & Val Wellman Family Thurs Sept 25 Monte & Liby Andrews Family

Erika Wells Family Jason & Mary Anglin Family
Tues Aug 26 Diane Welshans Family Fri Sept 26 Josh Anglin Family

Luke & Julie Wenger Family Carol Antolik Family
Wed Aug 27 Mike & Jean Ann Wenger Family Mon Sept 29 Emilio & Carmen Araujo-Torres Family

Kris Wertz Family Frank & Kathy Arbogast Family
Thurs Aug 28 Stephanie Brown Family Tues Sept 30 Bob & Nancy Arbogast Family

Bob & Debi Wesselhoff Family Mike & Theresa Arduini Family
Fri Aug 29 Jessica White Family Wed Oct 1 Tracy Arduini Family

Maria White Family Mike & Jennifer Armstrong Family
Mon Sept 1 Dcn. Ray & Cece White Family Thurs Oct 2 Frank & Carol Arnolts Family

Bud & Rose Whittle Family Joyce Ashcraft Family
Tues Sept 2 Don Whittle Family Fri Oct 3 Kyle & Amanda Bachman Family

Ted Whittle Family Joan Baier Family
Wed Sept 3 John & Katie Wille Family Mon Oct 6 Cindy Baker Family

Dave & Marilee Williams Family Joe & Mary Baker Family
Thurs Sept 4 Chad Wink Family Tues Oct 7 Mike & Jane Barr Family

Larry & Lynda Wink Family Mary Barrett Family
Fri Sept 5 Herman Wipfler Family Wed Oct 8 Joe Bartnik Family

Joe & Mary Wolf Family Amber Bartolo Family
Mon Sept 8 James & Diana Woodburn Family Thurs Oct 9 Ed & Andrea Bartolotta Family

Amber Wooldridge Family Barbara Barton Family
Tues Sept 9 Annette Wooldridge Family Fri Oct 10 Tim & Virginia Bassett Family

Jim & Jamie Woolford Family Jennifer Bauknecht Family
Wed Sept 10 Steve & Ann Worthington Family Mon Oct 13 Rachel Bauman Family

Kristi Wright Family Frances Becker Family
Thurs Sept 11 Mary Ann Wright Family Tues Oct 14 Amy Bednar Family

Rita Wright Family Jim & Pat Bednar
Fri Sept 12 Robert & Lori Wright Family Wed Oct 15 Peter Beebe Family

Leonard Wydajewski Family John Beller Family
Mon Sept 15 Shirley Wynant Family Thurs Oct 16 Betty Benedino Family

David & Deb Zega Family

Linda Benedino Family

Tues Sept 16 Glenn & Jan Zehr Family Fri Oct 17 Marilyn Benedino Family

Rod & Patti Zehr Family Pete & Shelly Benning Family
Wed Sept 17 Doug & Linda Zick Family Mon Oct 20 Sydney Benning Family

Charlene Aaron Family Bill & Georgia Bertram Family
Thurs Sept 18 Les & Josie Ahrends Family Tues Oct 21 Jeff & Becky Bertrand Family

Wade & Christy Ahrends Family Troy & Katie Bertsche Family
Fri Sept 19 Hannah Albert Family Wed Oct 22 John & Peggy Beyer Family

Carol Alford Family Dave & Mary Billington Family
Mon Sept 22 Andy & Tricia Alsdorf Family Thurs Oct 23 Jim & Mary Billington Family

Tues Sept 23

Wed Sept 24

Debbie Alsdorf Family
Sam & Lindie Alsdorf Family

Janet Ameday Family
Jim & Denise Anderson Family

Janet Andres Family

3

Fri Oct 24

Kevin Billington Family
Dona Blair Family
Maria Blair Family

— St N:ary's ~\
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$568,917

“As a single mother solely supporting my son, | constantly worry about being able to provide for him and
give him the best education and life he deserves. Your gift has helped reduce that burden. Just know,
your selfless contribution to St. Mary’s has had a positive impact on my child’s life and will allow him to
continue spreading the love of God he experiences at St. Mary’s.”

“In the first year our daughter has attended St. Mary’s, she has grown in math, reading, writing, and her
love for Jesus, the Blessed Mother, and her Catholic faith. | can only attribute this growth to the care and
support she receives at St. Mary’s. Thank you for helping us make this her reality. We appreciate the

awarded since 2018

16 families for the

We helped 24 students from

2025-2026 school year.

Donations to the St. Blaise Scholarship Fund
may be deductible as a charitable
contribution on Federal tax returns.

help and support we have received through this scholarship.”

"My son'’s father was an alcoholic and ended his life several years ago. Your donation makes it possible

for my son to witness positive male role models in action. It has also given him a safe space to talk about

his sufferings. There are so many benefits to being able to attend St. Mary’s. We humbly thank you.”
Many employers, including Caterpillar,

A message from two of our students:

“Thank you so much for helping us stay at our school. We love our teachers, our friends, and learning

about God every day. We promise to work hard and do our best. Thank you for believing in us.”

Exelon, and State Farm, will match gifts
made to St. Mary's School.




LEARNING ABOUT AND ENJOYING OUR CATHOLIC FAITH

CATHOLIC BOOK STUDY: Parishioner Sue Smith has been leading and hosting a Catholic book study for two
years, covering such titles as Rediscover the Saints, Meet Mary, Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Holy Eucharist, The
Truth about Saint Joseph, and A Biblical Walk through the Mass. The book study is held above the Pontiac Public Library at
the Heartland College facilities. This devoted and long-standing group of eight to ten people approach their Catholic topics
and subjects with reverence, practicality, and an appropriate sense of humor. In short, they have a good time learning about
God, our Church, the saints and their personal relationships with each of these once a week on Thursdays at 10:00am. If
you have questions or would like to join this eclectic group, please call Sue at 815-307-4647.

ST. MARY'S PUB CLUB: Parishioner Mike Vansickle decided about seven months ago to try something like Theolo-
gy on Tap, but with less study and more personal support for Catholics. He wanted a relaxing place to meet, pray, and
share concerns. Mike decided on Pub 13, managed and owned by parishioners Dave & Joyce Daluga and Justin Fry, who
welcomes Mike and his St. Mary's Pub Club every other Wednesday afternoon from 5:00-6:00pm. This group began with
four parishioners and currently attracts ten to twelve Catholics, though Mike says non-Catholics are invited to join them as
well. All are invited to drop by whenever they can to share in prayer, have a beer or not, and join in discussions about con-
cerns, sports, neighborhood news, and joys. This comfortable group ends with prayer and goodwill toward all. Please call
Mike with any questions at 815-842-7719.

REMAINING WITH JESUS AND "THE REST OF THE STORY": Remaining with Jesus is a Catholic book and Bible
study on the Gospel of Saint John. The author of Remaining with Jesus, Fr. Brice Higginbotham, emphasizes how this
beautiful Gospel teaches us about discipleship. After discussing six of the eight chapters in this book, the group of eight par-
ticipants decided to extend this study by reading and studying the several chapters of Saint John not presented in Remaining
with Jesus. After a month break, Margo Law plans to begin a new Bible study with the working title, John's Gospel, the Rest
of the Story. You do not have to have attended the study, Remaining with Jesus to join this next study. If you are interested
in studying this beautiful Gospel filled with God's truth, foreshadowings, and metaphors, please give Margo a call at 815-579-
5102.

JEFF CAVINS' UNLOCKING THE MYSTERY OF THE BIBLE and a Grassroots Follow up: BIBLE 101
Mike Capek has resurrected the Bible study Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible by Jeff Cavins. This was a powerful study of
the narrative books of the Bible with videos of Jeff Cavins explaining the timeline that moves through these fourteen books of
the Bible. Mike, already familiar with the Bible, and after attending Evangelical Catholic training this past spring, decided to
offer it again for our parish. He has just recently finished this eight week study and is considering a four to five week study
titted Bible 101. This study will help you find what you are looking for in the Bible through using Bible resources such as a
concordance and a commentary. It will help you understand what you are reading by using Bible notes and footnotes. It will
also show a connection between the Bible and the Catechism of the Catholic Church. This is a very practical approach to
help you be more comfortable about using the Bible. If you are interested in joining Bible 101, please call Margo at 815-579-
5102.

You can also call the parish office at 815-844-7683 about any of the above gatherings.

W  PRAY FOR OUR JR. HIGH
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Q "’ SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9
FOR CONFIRMATION Plan to join us and watch for more
ON SEPTEMBER 28 Details in the weekly bulletin
ST. MARY’S PARISH A QUARTERLY UPDATE
JUNE 2025 ON OUR FINANCIAL JOURNEY®
Previous Fiscal Year | Current Fiscal Year
July 1 - June 30, July 1 - June 30,
2024 2025
REVENUES $1,804,530.02 $2,258,897.73
EXPENSES $1,463,278.36 $1,951,766.59
WE THANK YOU GAIN/(LOSS) $341,251.66 $307,131.14

Prayers of thanksgiving are offered daily
for our parishioners who give so
generously for the financial security of our
parish and school. Please continue to
donate whatever you can, whenever you
can.

i Report covers both Church and School Operations

We finished our fiscal year strong! While our Sunday Collections were down, we had in-
creased tuition with more students, and we received many generous donations. We also
received funds from St. Joseph Church in Flanagan when they closed. Our expenses were
higher due to salary and health insurance increases, higher utilities and the tuckpointing
project.




From The Back Page by Margo Law

BEGINNINGS

Some of us are starting for the first time. Some are starting again. However, the beautiful thing about this Fall is we are
all starting together. It was Saint Mother Teresa who said, "We belong to each other," and it is times like now--looking at
beginnings--when these words touch a deep truth in each of us.

Our Brand New happenings include:
1) Pre-schoolers leaving home regularly for the first time and parents adjusting to their absence

2) New teachers settling into their classrooms and routines i |
3) New school staff learning the ropes

4) New students and their parents coming from other schools to join us
5) New priests learning about us and teaching us in new ways

Those Starting Again:

1) Our wonderful long-standing and returning faculty and staff

2) Our wonderful returning students and parents of Saint Mary's School

3) Our wonderful, long-standing, and constant, secretary, bookkeeper, editor and advisor :
4) Our wonderful parishioners at St. Mary's who support our school and welcome new families to our church

New beginnings can be scary and so those listed under Brand New need the smiles, support, and prayers of Those Start-
ing Again in a very big way. However, starting again can be exhausting, so those listed under Starting Again need the
smiles, support and prayers of the Brand New ones in a very big way as well. Of course, those who are returning to St.
Mary's have more experience about our school and church, so they have the added responsibility to help those who are
new to St. Mary's campus in any way they can. Those returning, also, have the opportunity to start the new School Year
with a new and kinder attitude. Beginnings help us all to become better!

Those brand new to St Mary's will show us new ways of doing things and add a fresh outlook. They will show us how to
help them as well, which will help us change and forget ourselves for the benefit of others.

No one is left out of this new beginning! At least, no one is left out if we belong to each other. Jesus has taught us who
our neighbor is and how to treat him or her. So, let's begin!
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