“The harvest is abundant but the
laborers are few; so ask the master
of the harvest to send out laborers
for his harvest.”

— Luke 10:2
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764
Phone: 815-844-7683 Fax: 815-842-4345
Parish & School Website: www.stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac

PASTOR: Fr. Robert Rayson
frrayson@gmail.com

PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr.John Bazimenyera
bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com

PERMANENT DEACONS:
Dcn. Ray White deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org
Decn. Jim Wallace servant518@outlook.com
Dcn. George Wagner 815-848-3147

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER: Patti Zehr
zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR: Danielle Gill
gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org

EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR: Margo Law
law.margo(@stmaryspontiac.org

MUSIC DIRECTORS: Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day

MASS TIMES:

Saturday 5:00 pm Sunday 7:00 am & 9:30 am
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 7:00 am
Tuesday 5:30 pm

CONFESSION TIMES:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 6:30-6:50 am
Tuesday 5:00-5:25 pm

Wednesday 12 noon —1:00 pm

Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL.:

414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764

Phone: 815-844-6585

Principal: Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s School Instagram: stmaryspontiac

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY: 401 E. Water St. Open to
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663)

SCRIP: SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com. Questions? Contact Taryn
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663.

STEWARDSHIP
Collection last Sunday: $10,900.75

School Collection: This weekend.
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection: Next weekend.

THANK YOU to those who regularly support our parish.

% CMass Intentions

Saturday, July 5 (St. Anthony Zaccaria; St. Elizabeth of Portugal)

8:00 a.m.  Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish
5:00 p.m.  Mari Ann Arnolts
Sunday, July 6 (Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.m.  Parish
9:30 a.m.  Teresa Stark
Monday, July 7
7:00 a.m.  Lori Bristow
Tuesday, July 8
5:30 p.m.  Mary Weber
Wednesday, July 9 (St. Augustine Zhao Rong & companions)
7:00 a.m.  Kris Martin Ryan
Thursday, July 10
7:00 a.m.  Jack Leach
Friday, July 11 (St. Benedict)
7:00 a.m.  Bill Wallace
Saturday, July 12
5:00 p.m.  Shirley Spellmeyer
Sunday, July 13 (Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.m.  Parish
9:30 a.am.  46th ann Roger Edwards

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: The Adoration Chapel is
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm. On Tuesday,
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm. If you would like
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at
815-844-7683.

BAPTISM PREP CLASS: Ifyou are looking to have your first
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm.
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance
to reserve your spot to help us prepare. *Do not select godparents
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered.

25TH AND 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: If you are
celebrating 25 or 50 years of marriage during the year 2025, please
call the Rectory at 844-7683 by August Ist so that we can submit
your names to the diocese for recognition by the Bishop. There
will be an Anniversary Celebration Mass on Sunday, September 21
at 4pm at the Cathedral in Peoria.

MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every
Wednesday at 11:30am. All are welcome to attend.

MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME: Mass will be offered at
Goldwater Care on Friday, July 11 at 9:30am.

CONGRATULATIONS to the parents & families of Evelyn
Grace Hobart, daughter of Vincent & Abby Hobart, and Ken-
dall Rose Uselding, daughter of Jordan Uselding, who were
recently baptized as members of our faith.

WELCOME FR. RAYSON
& FR. BAZI!

JULY 6, 2025
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WELCOME RECEPTION FOR
FR. ROBERT RAYSON &
FR. JOHN BAZIMENYERA
NEXT SUNDAY, JulLy 13
AFTER 9:30 MASS
IN THE PARISH HALL

HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:
If you have not yet returned your baby bottle, please do so as soon
as possible, even if it is empty. We are short 15 bottles. Return
bottles in the collection basket or to the parish office.

ICE CREAM BUCKETS NEEDED: The 4-H Fair Kitchen can
use clean gallon size ice cream buckets with lids. If you have any
to donate, please leave them at the Sacristy entrance.

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, July 10 from 9am to 12:30pm in the parish hall.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the world about Jesus
through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of

Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use
the back door.

BIBLE STUDY AT HOME: Ifyou were unable to participate
in either of the two summer bible study groups currently taking
place in our parish, please consider an alternative with either or
both of the New Testament-inspired books by parishioner Dave
Mishur. The Jesus Diary chronicles the life of Christ through a
selection of Gospel events narrated by an anonymous observer.
The nativity, mission, passion, death and resurrection of Jesus are
covered with respect and theological accuracy. The Big Tent ex-
tends the narrative after the resurrection, highlighting the role of
the Apostles as they obey Christ's command to teach all nations.
Pentecost and the conversion of St. Paul are brought to life by the
same anonymous observer. Paul's final voyage to Rome and dream
sequence of the joys of heaven bring the book to a positive and
uplifting conclusion. Each chapter in both books is introduced by a
scriptural reference for further reading and meditation. Dave has a
few books available for sale or they can be ordered on Amazon or
many other sites. You may Google "dave mishur" for more infor-
mation.

Third Order: Lay Women of Life
Join a new community of Catholic women
living a Rule of Life rooted in prayer,

service, and .\pil'ilu;lf motherhood. We offer
rides to prenatal appointments, overnight
help for postpartum moms, and other acts
of mercy. Monthly prayer gatherings and

opportunities to donate to families in need

are part of our mission as well.
Text or call

‘g 4-H FA
gﬂ' @4,
L]

VOLUNTEERS

Workers needed for:

« Grilling
« Serving
« Checkout
« Baking

&

WHEN: Thursday, July 24 A

WHERE: St. John the Baptist
Oratory, Lostant, IL

TIME: Leave St. Mary’s parking lot at 9am,
returning by 3pm

AGENDA: Come and learn more about prayer.
In the morning, Fr. Patrick Greenough, OFM
Conv. will be giving a conference on prayer.
After lunch there will be a time of private
prayer and then we will come together for

communal prayer.
COST: $25, lunch included

) o rcall | ay women of Life Please call the parish office at 815-844-7683 to sign
PARISHIONER KATY CARLSON: .. omenofie wixsit up or if you have questions. We hope this will be the
815-584-7954 1o become a member. s e e .
first of quarterly mini-pilgrimages around the diocese.
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST

The Eucharist is Jesus and He desires to be united with us always, leading us to
eternal life. Christ explained, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My Blood abides
in Me and I in him.... He who eats this bread will live forever.” (Jn 6:56, 58b) The
main focus of our eucharistic encounters is to unite with Jesus and experience
joy in our relationship with Him. As our first pope wrote for our benefit, “Without
having seen Him you love Him; though you do not now see Him you believe in
Him and rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” (1 Pt 1:8-9) This joy is beyond words and
filled with the splendor and beauty of the very presence of Jesus!

~By Ann Lankford, Director of the Office for Catechesis and Evangelization

e St Mary ™
\ et
Mhwhlng Dibicighes fov e Mivatow
——

TEACHERS

. NEEDED AT
OF ST. MARY’S SCHOOL YEEDED AT

DID YOU KNOW? SCHOOL

There is a significant teacher shortage across the United States.
An estimated 87% of schools in lllinois are facing a teacher shortage for Fourth Grade
the upcoming school year. Teacher
Catholic schools face unique challenges finding teachers due to salary .
disparities. St. Mary's teachers’ salaries are only 80% of the local public Jr. ngh Language
g:*hffmls. ) o ‘ S o Arts/Literature
ive teacher vacancies for the upcoming year at , two have not
been filled. Teacher
Teacher applicants must
have a valid Illinois teach-
HOW CAN YOU HELP? ing certificate. We are
PRAY that we can find qualified teachers seeking Teachers who know
who embrace the mission of nurturing both and love Jesus. We seek
academic excellence and spiritual growth. someone with a desire to
GIVE if you are able so that we can offer an make disciples of their stu-
attractive salary and benefits package to d . ..
ents and grow in disciple-

recruit and retain new teachers. . .
N ship with other staff. Can-
A parishioner has offered to didates must portray abili-

match gifts made 2.1, ties of healthy teamwork

up to $50,000, among colleagues along

to help increase teachers’ salaries. with a desire to share their
Your $1,000 gift can become $3,000! knowledge and love of Jesus

Your $25 gift can become $75! . . with students and staff
No gift is too small. Additionally, if you work for Matching Gift Please send 3 letters of rec-

an employer with a matching gifts program, your H .
: m::n can be worth egvgen n-;Fc’er!gr ” opportunlty ommendation and a copy of
your transcripts, along with

DONATE OR LEARN MORE: your resume and cover letter
X to Mrs. Karen Jones, St.

Check donations can be placed in an envelope labeled ‘Support the Future’ and placed 5 .
* in the collection basket. Online payments can be made at school.stmaryspontiac.org Mary S SChOOl, 414 N. Main

and click ‘Support the Future’ or email gill danielle@stmaryspontiac.org for more info. St. Pontiac, IL 61764 or you
may email these items to:
jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3

1:30p shot gun start

9 hole Team Scramble
Wolf Creek Golf Course

$30 2 flights available:

A Flight: Participants 16+

B flight: Participants 15-under
To sign up: Please EMAIL - tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org
ayers - include ages for 15-under.

. L %

Payment due at check-in

ST. MARY'S SCHOOL

Now registering
for the 2025-2026 school year*

*Grades 1, 4, and 7 are full for the upcoming year.

Full, state private school recognition
Scholarships available
choose PK - 8 building, one class of each
Music, Art, PE, and Computers
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd religion program

us?

providing a safe and welcoming environment for all.

partnering with parents in the faith formation of their children.
setting high standards for student achievement.

preparing students to be productive citizens and future leaders.
instilling the value of service to others in our students.

Sew the Seeds of Suceess:
Jdein Qur Schesl F—am{é} 7;4(&;,,/
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS
PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE Seven days a week, 24 hours a day!
HOLY FATHER FOR JULY s‘i:‘;ﬂl'cﬁ(ir Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts

For formation in discernment: Let us pray that we might again
learn how to discern, to know how to choose paths of life, and re-
ject everything that leads us away from Christ and the Gospel.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 6, 2025

Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 66: 10-14c; Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20;
Gal 6: 14-18; Lk 10: 1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9
Monday Gn 28: 10-223a; Ps 91: 1-2, 3-4, 14-15ab;
Mt 9:18-26
Tuesday Gn 32:23-33; Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15;
Mt 9: 32-38
Wednesday Gn 41: 55-57; 42: 5-7a, 17-24a;
Ps 33:2-3,10-11, 18-19, Mt 10:1-7
Thursday Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5;
Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21; Mt 10:7-15
Friday St. Benedict Gn 46:1-7, 28-30;
Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mt 10: 16-23
Saturday Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7;
Mt 10:24-33
Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dt 30:10-14; Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37 or
Ps 19:8,9, 10, 11; Col 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37
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“‘ =, ONLINE
W GIVING

St. Mary's Parish is now offering Online Giving.

Online Giving can be used to give to:
Sunday Offering

School Collection

Food Pantry

Building Maintenance Fund
Memorials/Gifts

School Annual Fund
Scholarships

Start giving online today!

1. Visit our website at www.stmaryspontiac.org and click
on the online giving link.

2. Create an account.

3. Schedule your gift. Gifts given via checking or savings
account have no service charge. Debit and credit card
gifts will be assessed a 3% fee.

Please prayerfully consider giving online. If you have any
questions, contact the parish office at 815-844-7683.
Online Giving is provided by Our Sunday Visitor, a
Catholic not-for-profit organization serving parishes for
more than 100 years.

WTN and local programming for
ou! It’s lively, entertaining, and in-
formative. We would like to thank the

ollowing local businesses for under-

FM [rollowing local busi for und
riting the efforts of Catholic Spirit

R,\ﬁ&%(o v b adio: Knights of Columbus Council

“ 854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons
-Sullivan Realty.
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:
Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM

TEENS ENCOUNTER CHRIST (TEC), is a 3 day, overnight, fun filled,
and spiritually exciting weekend that is open to teens of all faith
from High School Sophomore through age 19. A TEC weekend
provides you with an opportunity to experience the true love that
Christ has for all of us. A TEC weekend can be summed up in 4
words: FAITH, FRIENDS, FUN, and FOOD! The upcoming weekend
is July 12-14 and will be held at Corpus Christi School in Blooming-
ton. There will be 2 TECs running concurrently. TEC 161 for
young ladies, and TEC 162 for young men.

To sign up go to bn-tec.org to register. Get your application in
early to secure your spot, and don’t forget to invite a friend!

Days 2025

Session|
Session |l

Emmaus

College & Adult Men
Junior & Senior Men

June 6th - 8th
June 20th 23rd

an Cente

9th & 10th Grade Men Sessionlll  July 13th - 16th

July 16th - 18th

PEORIA
VOCATIONS

JULY 6, 2025
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
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Mon July 7
Tues July 8
Wed July 9
Thurs July 10
Fri July 11
Mon July 14
Tues July 15
Wed July 16
Thurs July 17
Fri July 18

We ask everyone to-pray for specific chuwch and school families each weekdaovy.
A list will be published here inthe bulletiny and in the newsletter yow receive in the mail.
Please remember these foumilies inv your prayers each day for them to-grow in their faitivthis year.

Brian Studnicki Family, Dave & Mary Jo Sullivan Family
Dennis & Nancy Sullivan Family, Jessica Sullivan Family
Ted & Becky Sullivan Family, Tom & Deb Sullivan Family
Doug & Patty Swartz Family, Mike & Angela Sweeting Family
Emily Sweitzer Family, Keith & Judy Sypult Family
Lindsay Taylor Family, Paul & Kathy Telford Family
Diane Thomas Family, Katie Thomas Family
John Tibbs Family, Bernie Timmerman Family
Jack & Mary Timmerman Family, Taryn Tissiere Family
Margaret Tolbert Family, Sam Tomasello Family

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY!

FAMILY RESTAURANT

Banquet Room
Rt. 116 West
815-844-5757

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR

ErArE

s e e

TIRES » ALIGNMENTS « BRAKES « AIR CONDITIONING - TUNE-UPS
CUSTOM EXHAUST « LUBRICATION « SHOCKS » STRUTS
FARM TIRE SERVICE - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

Sharri Pfaff, -

Parishioners
815-844-2525 - -
360 S. Deerfield Rd PfafﬁnreandAuto com

BODY SHOP, LLC

lIlinois

CatholicMatch.com/gol

STAMPS

920 N Ladd -

Pontiac

&

" BREAKFAST

eontiac

LUNCH

MEMBER FDIC

State Bank

of Graymont

O_ﬁ?fﬁj in Chenoa, Graymont,
Pontiac, & Saunemin

www.sbofgray.com

DINNER
.' COCKTAILS
ey ‘5_._- FAMILY KITCHEN *
66 \ 904 CUSTER AVENUE BANQUET
Py 815 3443155 L BaNane
S = UPTO 80
Get tats butictia | Bl KTCHENAD:

X W ‘0 emailed to you

every week.

Simply go (o
www.DM.CHURCH/1252 [=]¥;

..Or scan =p Eﬂﬁ
e DISCOVERMASS

O

Jy.n_,{

Certified Kitchen Designer

815-822-0801

marvakitchenladydesigns.com
Professional Service. Expert Advice.

WOOD HARBOR CABINETRY

QUARTZ & SOLID SURFACE COUNTERTOPS sg!

www.kitchenladydesigns.com

gl

Y GEM'S

CARPET CLEANING
COMMERCIAL &

815.844.4424

FREE ESTIMATES

PLUS
RESIDENTIAL

1A Gerry & Karen Miller

Owners
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brazier,

“We Treat You Right”

815-842-0360

‘ DAIRY QUEEN

.. ‘7' U

Gray's Garage

*HEAVY DUTY SERVICE*PARTS*TOWING»

14437 E 2000 North Rd. - Pontiac IL 61764

815-844-6163

www.graysgarage.net

5/
[?{é Bank of Pontiac

Bloomington * Coal Cify = Delavan = Dwight * Fairbury
Forrest = Melvin = Minier = Odell * Paxion = Piper Cily = Pontiac

Toll FREE 855-844-6151 | www.bankofpontiac.com
Member FDIC

PONTIAC

802 N LADD ST.

—

G
LYONS:-SULLIVAN

T REALT

Terry Sullivan,
Designated
Managing Broker

815-842-1400
321 W. Madison St.

www.LyonsSullivanRealty.com

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

DRISCOLL

601 S Newport Rd, Pontiac e 1-815-842-1143 or

1-800-851-7605

Driscollmotors.com

Service » Sales o Parts e Detailing

(4
d g il g
JOHN DEERE TRACTOR
Your local and reliable Full Service lohn Deere Dealer!
805 E Howard St.
Pontiac, IL 61764
815-842-1149

Corley‘:‘] FAMILY DENTAL

Dr. Ryan Carley | Dr. Natalie Carley
cfdental@frontier.com

815.844.5200
1521 W. Reynolds St » Pontiac, IL

EVENGLOW

New Assisted Living Facility
Contact us l(’}{ld\- for more lnh}rumll{ln dl)uu{ a lour or our
Luncheon Learn date!

815.844.6131 1200 Even

Longest serving senior care organization in L|v||\g[un El)un[ymzh the newest Assisted
Living Facility. Single Studia Rooms to spacious 1-Bedroom Units, Memary Care
and Skilled Care Facility,

slow Ln, Pontiac

“Ask a Knight what you can do
for the Parish.”
Pontiac 2,

Smiths

Plumbing, Heating & A/C
DAN = STEVE
smithsplumbingandheatingil.com
822 East Howard St. - 815-844-7868

Council #854

7" www.KofC.org

KNIGHTS

OF COLUMBUS %

Grand Knight: lﬁick Ehrgott

(217) 248-0455
Fr. Joseph Baker, Chaplain
www.facebook.com/kofe854Pontiac li

Catholic Life Every.Day
www.myParishApp.com

myParish

+ Diagnostic Testing for
Pediatrics thru Geriatrics

+ Hearing Aid Services

+ Custom-made Earplugs

ADVERTISE

HERE

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

Greg Kurtenbach
State Farm Agent

800-284-8343
9GIBSON CITY

9 FAIRBURY
¥ PONTIAC

StateFarm

Mexican- Breakfast - American
DINE-IN OR DELIVERY

Only Delivered to Pontiac, llinois

DAILY SPECIALS

Visit us on Facebook

FAMI]_Y BESTA[]HANT

SEAVING AMERICAN & MEXICAN FOOD
(815) 844-2755 /107 E MADISON ST.
PONTIAG, ILLINOIS

April Paprocki ~ 612-867-9831
apaprocki@diocesan.com

31085 E. 2800 North Rd. « Dwight
Call for an appointment: 815.941.4700

|sERTRA
14:-&\‘\1!' ?TTOD?\};YMLAWM

When was the last
time you had your :
hearing checked? bill@whbltdpc.com

318 North Mill 5t.  Pontiac, IL

815-842-1100

POINTE.

C p#wzzfc(zc
Extmord.mcu‘g Senior Living

WE ACCEPT MEDICAID | 815.844.6300
thepointeatpontiaccom
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