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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 
PASTOR:  Fr . Rober t Rayson 
 frrayson@gmail.com 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:  Fr . John Bazimenyera 
 bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. George Wagner   815-848-3147   
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   5:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday   7:00 am 
Tuesday  5:30 pm 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:30-6:50 am 
Tuesday  5:00-5:25 pm   
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 
ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 
SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  Questions?  Contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $10,900.75 
 

School Collection:  This weekend. 
 
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection:  Next weekend. 
 
THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.   
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Saturday, July 5 (St. Anthony Zaccaria; St. Elizabeth of Portugal) 
 8:00 a.m. Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish 
 5:00 p.m. Mari Ann Arnolts   
Sunday, July 6 (Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. Teresa Stark 
Monday, July 7 
 7:00 a.m. Lori Bristow  
Tuesday, July 8 
 5:30 p.m. Mary Weber  
Wednesday, July 9 (St. Augustine Zhao Rong & companions) 
 7:00 a.m. Kris Martin Ryan  
Thursday, July 10 
 7:00 a.m. Jack Leach    
Friday, July 11 (St. Benedict) 
 7:00 a.m. Bill Wallace   
Saturday, July 12 
 5:00 p.m. Shirley Spellmeyer    
Sunday, July 13 (Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. 46th ann Roger Edwards 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm.  On Tuesday, 
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm.  If you would like 
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please 
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 
815-844-7683.         
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class 
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. 
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance 
to reserve your spot to help us prepare.  *Do not select godparents 
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered. 
 
25TH AND 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:  If you are 
celebrating 25 or 50 years of marriage during the year 2025, please 
call the Rectory at 844-7683 by August 1st so that we can submit 
your names to the diocese for recognition by the Bishop.  There 
will be an Anniversary Celebration Mass on Sunday, September 21 
at 4pm at the Cathedral in Peoria. 
 
MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every 
Wednesday at 11:30am.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:  Mass will be offered at                          
Goldwater Care on Friday, July 11 at 9:30am. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to the parents & families of Evelyn 
Grace Hobart, daughter  of Vincent & Abby Hobar t, and Ken-
dall Rose Uselding, daughter  of Jordan Uselding, who were 
recently baptized as members of our faith. 
 

WELCOME FR. RAYSON 
& FR. BAZI! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:  
If you have not yet returned your baby bottle, please do so as soon 
as possible, even if it is empty.  We are short 15 bottles.  Return 
bottles in the collection basket or to the parish office. 
 
ICE CREAM BUCKETS NEEDED:  The 4-H Fair Kitchen can 
use clean gallon size ice cream buckets with lids.  If you have any 
to donate, please leave them at the Sacristy entrance. 
  
CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet 
Thursday, July 10 from 9am to 12:30pm in the par ish hall. 
 
LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Please use 
the back door.    
 
BIBLE STUDY AT HOME:  If you were unable to par ticipate 
in either of the two summer bible study groups currently taking 
place in our parish, please consider an alternative with either or 
both of the New Testament-inspired books by parishioner Dave 
Mishur.  The Jesus Diary chronicles the life of Christ through a 
selection of Gospel events narrated by an anonymous observer. 
The nativity, mission, passion, death and resurrection of Jesus are 
covered with respect and theological accuracy.  The Big Tent ex-
tends the narrative after the resurrection, highlighting the role of 
the Apostles as they obey Christ's command to teach all nations. 
Pentecost and the conversion of St. Paul are brought to life by the 
same anonymous observer. Paul's final voyage to Rome and dream 
sequence of the joys of heaven bring the book to a positive and 
uplifting conclusion.  Each chapter in both books is introduced by a 
scriptural reference for further reading and meditation.  Dave has a 
few books available for sale or they can be ordered on Amazon or 
many other sites.  You may Google "dave mishur" for more infor-
mation.  

MINI-PILGRIMAGE 
DETAILS SET FOR 
DAY OF PRAYER 

  
     WHEN:  Thursday, July 24 
    WHERE:  St. John the Baptist 
 Oratory, Lostant, IL 
     TIME:  Leave St. Mary’s parking lot at 9am,  
 returning by 3pm 
     AGENDA:  Come and learn more about prayer.   
 In the morning, Fr. Patrick Greenough, OFM 
 Conv. will be giving a conference on prayer.  
 After lunch there will be a time of private 
 prayer and then we will come together for 
 communal prayer.   
     COST:  $25, lunch included 
  
Please call the parish office at 815-844-7683 to sign 
up or if you have questions.   We hope this will be the 
first of quarterly mini-pilgrimages around the diocese. 

WWEELLCCOOMMEE  RREECCEEPPTTIIOONN  FFOORR  
FFRR..  RROOBBEERRTT  RRAAYYSSOONN  &&  

FFRR..  JJOOHHNN  BBAAZZIIMMEENNYYEERRAA  
NNEEXXTT  SSUUNNDDAAYY,,  JJUULLYY  1133  

AAFFTTEERR  99::3300  MMAASSSS  
IINN  TTHHEE  PPAARRIISSHH  HHAALLLL  

Vie  this bulleti  o li e at iscover ss com
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TEACHERS 
NEEDED AT  
ST. MARY’S 

SCHOOL 
 

Fourth Grade  
Teacher  

 

Jr. High Language 
Arts/Literature  

Teacher 
 

Teacher applicants must 
have a valid Illinois teach-
ing certificate.   We are 
seeking Teachers who know 
and love Jesus.  We seek 
someone with a desire to 
make disciples of their stu-
dents and grow in disciple-
ship with other staff.   Can-
didates must portray abili-
ties of healthy teamwork 
among colleagues along 
with a desire to share their 
knowledge and love of Jesus 
with students and staff.  
Please send 3 letters of rec-
ommendation and a copy of 
your transcripts, along with 
your resume and cover letter 
to Mrs. Karen Jones, St. 
Mary’s School, 414 N. Main 
St. Pontiac, IL 61764 or you 
may email these items to: 
jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 

ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Eucharist is Jesus and He desires to be united with us always, leading us to 
eternal life. Christ explained, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My Blood abides 
in Me and I in him…. He who eats this bread will live forever.” (Jn 6:56, 58b) The 
main focus of our eucharistic encounters is to unite with Jesus and experience 
joy in our relationship with Him. As our first pope wrote for our benefit, “Without 
having seen Him you love Him; though you do not now see Him you believe in 

Him and rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” (1 Pt 1:8-9) This joy is beyond words and 
filled with the splendor and beauty of the very presence of Jesus!     
   ~By Ann Lankford, Director of the Office for Catechesis and Evangelization 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR JULY  

For formation in discernment: Let us pray that we might again 
learn how to discern, to know how to choose paths of life, and re-
ject everything that leads us away from Christ and the Gospel.  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 6, 2025 
SSuunnddaayy  FFoouurrtteeeenntthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Is 66: 10-14c; Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20;  
 Gal 6: 14-18; Lk 10: 1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9 
MMoonnddaayy  Gn 28: 10-22a; Ps 91: 1-2, 3-4, 14-15ab;  
 Mt 9:18-26  
TTuueessddaayy  Gn 32:23-33; Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15;  
 Mt 9: 32-38 
WWeeddnneessddaayy  Gn 41: 55-57; 42: 5-7a, 17-24a;  
 Ps 33: 2-3, 10-11, 18-19, Mt 10:1-7 
TThhuurrssddaayy Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5;  
 Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21; Mt 10:7-15 
FFrriiddaayy    SStt..  BBeenneeddiicctt      Gn 46:1-7, 28-30;  
  Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mt 10: 16-23 
SSaattuurrddaayy    Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7;  
  Mt 10:24-33  
SSuunnddaayy  FFiiftfteeeenntthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Dt 30:10-14; Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37 or 
 Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Col 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a day!  
Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts 
EWTN and local programming for 
you! It’s lively, entertaining, and in-
formative.  We would like to thank the 
following local businesses for under-
writing the efforts of Catholic Spirit 
Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council 
#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons
-Sullivan Realty.      

ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:   
 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  
 
TEENS ENCOUNTER CHRIST (TEC), is a 3 day, overnight, fun filled, 
and spiritually exciting weekend that is open to teens of all faith 
from High School Sophomore through age 19. A TEC weekend 
provides you with an opportunity to experience the true love that 
Christ has for all of us.  A TEC weekend can be summed up in 4 
words: FAITH, FRIENDS, FUN, and FOOD!  The upcoming weekend 
is July 12-14 and will be held at Corpus Christi School in Blooming-
ton.  There will be 2 TECs running concurrently. TEC 161 for 
young ladies, and TEC 162 for young men.   
To sign up go to bn-tec.org to register.  Get your application in 
early to secure your spot, and don’t forget to invite a friend! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  OOUURR  CCHHUURRCCHH  &&  SSCCHHOOOOLL  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  TTHHIISS  YYEEAARR  
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 
A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   
 

Mon July 7  Brian Studnicki Family, Dave & Mary Jo Sullivan Family 
Tues July 8  Dennis & Nancy Sullivan Family, Jessica Sullivan Family 
Wed July 9  Ted & Becky Sullivan Family, Tom & Deb Sullivan Family 
Thurs July 10  Doug & Patty Swartz Family, Mike & Angela Sweeting Family 
Fri July 11  Emily Sweitzer Family, Keith & Judy Sypult Family 
Mon July 14  Lindsay Taylor Family, Paul & Kathy Telford Family 
Tues July 15  Diane Thomas Family, Katie Thomas Family 
Wed July 16  John Tibbs Family, Bernie Timmerman Family 
Thurs July 17  Jack & Mary Timmerman Family, Taryn Tissiere Family 
Fri July 18  Margaret Tolbert Family, Sam Tomasello Family 
 

MMAAYY  GGOODD  BBLLEESSSS  AALLLL  OOUURR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  EEVVEERRYY  DDAAYY!!  
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