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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 
ADMINISTRATOR:  Fr . David Sabel 
 fr.david.sabel@gmail.com 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:  Fr . David Whiteside 
 frdwhiteside@gmail.com 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. George Wagner   815-848-3147   
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   5:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday   7:00 am 
Tuesday  5:30 pm 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:30-6:50 am 
Tuesday  5:00-5:25 pm   
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 
ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 
SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  Questions?  Contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $10,109.40 
 

Building Maintenance Fund Collection was $3,675.00. 
 
THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.  We 
now offer Online Giving through our website.  Check it out at 
www.stmaryspontiac.org 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

Saturday, June 21 (St. Aloysius Gonzaga) 
 5:00 p.m. Dorothy Broerman & Becky Catalano  
Sunday, June 22 (The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. Joan Crowley 
Monday, June 23 
 7:00 a.m. Mr. Florence Sullivan 
Tuesday, June 24 (Nativity of St. John the Baptist) 
 5:30 p.m. Robert Ruskin 
Wednesday, June 25 
 7:00 a.m. Kelly Zehr 
Thursday, June 26 
 7:00 a.m. Yvonne Carter    
Friday, June 27 (Most Sacred Heart of Jesus) 
 7:00 a.m. 18th ann Larry Hepperly   
Saturday, June 28 (Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin 
    Mary; St. Irenaeus) 
 5:00 p.m. Michelle Ocean  
Sunday, June 29 (Sts. Peter & Paul, Apostles) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. Patrick Green 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm.  On Tuesday, 
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm.  If you would like 
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please 
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 
815-844-7683.         
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class 
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. 
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance 
to reserve your spot to help us prepare.  *Do not select godparents 
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered. 
 
MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every 
Wednesday at 11:30am.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:  Mass will be offered at                          
Accolade Health Center on Friday, June 27 at 9:30am. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Tyler Hogan & Samantha Carlson 
who were recently married in our church. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to the parents and family of Parker 
James Duden, son of Tr istin & Kelsey Duden, who was recently 
baptized as a member of our faith. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR Lisa Hensel (sister  of Fr . Whiteside) and 
John Gill (father of Chan Gill), R.I.P.  Our sympathy to their fami-
lies and friends. 
 

PPLLEEAASSEE  RREETTUURRNN  BBAABBYY  BBOOTTTTLLEESS    
TTOO  TTHHEE  BBAASSKKEETTSS  AATT    

TTHHEE  DDOOOORRSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCHHUURRCCHH  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, June 26 from 9am to 12:30pm in the par ish hall.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus
through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use
the back door.

BIBLE STUDIES PLANNED
Two Bible studies are being planned for
this summer:

"Unlocking the Mystery of the
Bible" is an 8 week study that will meet
every Monday at 7pm in the Rosary

Room beginning June 23. This study is informational with videos
and workbooks by Jeff Cavins, giving an overview of the Bible
timeline with discussion.

"Remaining with Jesus" is also an 8 week study that will
meet every Tuesday at 6:30pm in the Rosary Room beginning June
24. This is a meditative study clarifying what it means to be a dis-
ciple of Jesus, by Father Brice Higginbathum.

Please contact the parish office at 815-844-7683 to let us
know which study you would like to attend, or if you have any
questions.

FAREWELL RECEPTION
FOR FATHER SABEL &
FATHERWHITESIDE

Sunday, June 22 after 9:30 Mass
until 1pm at St. Mary’s Parish Hall.
Refreshments will be available.

MINI-PILGRIMAGE BEING PLANNED
A recent article of "The Evangelical Catholic Magazine"

defined "pilgrimage" as a "journey to the sacred with a desire to
encounter our Lord in a new way." It goes on to say that whether
the pilgrim travels "in their own backyard or across the sea," the
traveling is a spiritual journey and an "encountering of God in a
deeper way." Pope Francis announced 2025 as a jubilee year and
invited us to be "pilgrims of hope." So, this is an invitation to
you: please join us for a 6 hour mini-pilgrimage to St. John the
Baptist Oratory in Lostant.

We plan to car-pool and caravan to this beautiful little ora-
tory, about an hour away; have time for spiritual reflection, hear a
talk by the local priest, eat lunch, spend quiet time in prayer, enjoy
discussion on the topic of the day, share fellowship and return to
Pontiac within a 6 hour window. We will be back for any evening
activities you may have planned. It is hoped we can offer mini-
pilgrimages every 2 to 3 months to Catholic churches in our dio-
cese.

There will be a small charge to cover lunch, the use of the
facility, and a small stipend for the speaker of the day. It will be
held during the day and likely on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thurs-
day---but we should have more concrete information soon. Please
keep July 22, 23, and 24 available until we can "nail down" a day
that works for the speaker on this, our first mini-pilgrimage. Please
call the parish office at 815-844-7683 if you are interested in at-
tending this Mini-Pilgrimage of Hope, or if you have questions.

Join us for our upcoming monthly Holy Hour for
Vocations which will include time for quiet prayer
in front of the Blessed Sacrament, group prayers
for Vocations, and will conclude with Benedic-
tion.

Thursday, June 26 at 6:30pm
Our diocese and our world need many good, holy priests and conse-
crated men and women, in addition to faithful marriages, to continue
God’s mission on this earth. Please join us to pray for all vocations.

Vie  this bulleti  o li e at iscover ss com
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PRICE INCREASE AT  
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY  
Effective July 1, 2025 

 

It has been 25 years since the price 
of a grave space increased.  There-
fore the following prices will go 
into effect on July 1, 2025. 
 

Full Casket Burial Space—$500 
One cremation can also be added 
to a full casket space 
 

Cremation Lot for 2 will remain at 
$300 
 

For those planning to be cremated, 
you will have to purchase a crema-
tion lot.  We will no longer allow 
the purchase of a full casket burial 
space for those intending to be 
cremated.  This will preserve as 
much space as possible for many 
years come. 
 

To purchase a lot, call Patti at the 
parish office to schedule an ap-
pointment, 815-844-7683. 

THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST:  GIVE THEM SOME FOOD YOURSELVES 
 

The Gospel for this feast reminds me of what my aunt used to tell us when we would visit her and share a meal. Her favorite 
saying was, “If you don’t get enough to eat, it’s your own fault.” Perhaps Jesus would say the same as he feeds us with his Body and 
Blood. 

Some say that the multiplication of loaves was not done by breaking the laws of physics. Instead, they say that Jesus, when 
he began to share the little bread that he had, touched the hearts of all those who had brought food with them. They followed his ex-
ample by sharing their food also—so much that there were twelve baskets left over. 

Jesus came to change people’s hearts, to show them God’s love and how to love one another. The miracle of changing 
bread and wine into his Body and Blood is not just so we can feel good about having Jesus so near to us. It is meant to strengthen us 
to do our best as his disciples. As food and drink help us to keep on working, his Body and Blood help us to keep on loving. 

When the disciples told Jesus about the hungry crowd, he told them, “Give them some food yourselves” (Luke 9:13). And one 
day they would. When they celebrated the Eucharist after Jesus’ resurrection, they gave that spiritual food to the new followers of 
Christ. We continue that today. With Jesus’ strength we can teach all people about the Father’s love for them and how they can love 
each other. 

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST 
 

A cloud of incense was rising on high; the people suddenly all bowed low; what 
could it mean? The truth flashed on him, fearfully yet sweetly; it was the 
Blessed Sacrament-it was the Lord Incarnate who was on the alter, who had 
come to visit and bless His people. It was the Great Presence, which makes a 
Catholic Church different from every other place in the world; which makes it, 
as no other place can be-holy.   ~St. John Henry Newman 

TEACHERS 
NEEDED AT 
ST. MARY’S 

SCHOOL 
 

Fourth Grade  
Teacher  

 

Jr. High Language 
Arts/Literature  

Teacher 
 

Teacher applicants must 
have a valid Illinois teaching 
certificate.   We are seeking 
Teachers who know and 
love Jesus.  We seek some-
one with a desire to make 
disciples of their students 
and grow in discipleship 
with other staff.   Candidates 
must portray abilities of 
healthy teamwork among 
colleagues along with a de-
sire to share their knowledge 
and love of Jesus with stu-
dents and staff.  Please send 
3 letters of recommendation 
and a copy of your tran-
scripts, along with your re-
sume and cover letter to 
Mrs. Karen Jones, St. 
Mary’s School, 414 N. Main 
St. Pontiac, IL 61764 or you 
may email these items to: 
 jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.or  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR JUNE  

That the world might grow in compassion:  Let us pr ay that 
each one of us might find consolation in a personal relationship 
with Jesus, and from his Heart, learn to have compassion on the 
world.  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 22, 2025 
SSuunnddaayy  TThhee  MMoosstt  HHoollyy  BBooddyy  aanndd  BBlloooodd  ooff  CChhrriisstt  

Gen 14:18-20; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; 1 Cor 11:23-26; 
 Lk 9:11b-17 
MMoonnddaayy  Gen 12:1-9; Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 22;  
 Mt 7:1-5   
TTuueessddaayy  NNaatitivviittyy  ooff  SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnn  tthhee  BBaapptitisstt       
 Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15;  
 Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80  
WWeeddnneessddaayy  Gen 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9;  
 Mt 7:15-20 
TThhuurrssddaayy Gen 16:1-12, 15-16 or Gen 16:6b-12, 15-16;  
 Ps 106:1b-2, 3-4a, 4b-5; Mt 7:21-29 
FFrriiddaayy TThhee  MMoosstt  SSaaccrreedd  HHeeaarrtt  ooff  JJeessuuss  
    Ex 34:11-16; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Rom 5:5b-11; 
  Lk 15:3-7 
SSaattuurrddaayy    TThhee  IImmmmaaccuullaattee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff  MMaarryy      Gen 18:1-15;  
  Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50 and 53, 54-55; Mt 8:5-17 
SSuunnddaayy  SSoolleemmnniittyy  ooff  SSaaiinnttss  PPeetteerr  aanndd  PPaauull,,  AAppoossttlleess  
  Vigil: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Gal 1:11-20;  
 Jn 21:15-19 
 Mass during the Day: Acts 12:1-11;  Ps 34:2-3, 
 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 2 Tim 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19\ 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a day!  
Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts 
EWTN and local programming for 
you! It’s lively, entertaining, and in-
formative.  We would like to thank the 
following local businesses for under-
writing the efforts of Catholic Spirit 
Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council 
#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons
-Sullivan Realty.      

ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:   
 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  
 
TEENS ENCOUNTER CHRIST (TEC), is a 3 day, overnight, fun filled, 
and spiritually exciting weekend that is open to teens of all faith 
from High School Sophomore through age 19. A TEC weekend 
provides you with an opportunity to experience the true love that 
Christ has for all of us.  A TEC weekend can be summed up in 4 
words: FAITH, FRIENDS, FUN, and FOOD!  The upcoming weekend 
is July 12-14 and will be held at Corpus Christi School in Blooming-
ton.  There will be 2 TECs running concurrently. TEC 161 for 
young ladies, and TEC 162 for young men.   
To sign up go to bn-tec.org to register.  Get your application in 
early to secure your spot, and don’t forget to invite a friend! 
 
JOB OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE:  If you’re looking for a 
position to help evangelize and promote the Catholic faith, 
the Catholic Spirit Radio Network is seeking to hire an energet-
ic Event Coordinator skilled at pulling together many small tasks 
to create successful major fundraising events. This opportunity is 
part-time with options for future full-time.  Apply by June 
30th.  More information found at catholicspiritradio.com.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  OOUURR  CCHHUURRCCHH  &&  SSCCHHOOOOLL  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  TTHHIISS  YYEEAARR  
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 
A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   
 

Mon June 23  Rob Snyder Family, William Spaniol Family 
Tues June 24  Jim & Kathy Sporrer Family, Clarence Stadel Family 
Wed June 25  James Stadel Family, Jim & Sharon Stahler Family 
Thurs June 26 Kenny & Margaret Stamm Family, Charles Stark Family 
Fri June 27  Jeff & Christine Stark Family, Amy Starker Family 
Mon June 30  Donna Steffens Family, Cindy Steiner Family 
Tues July 1  Cindy Stepro Family, Jennifer Sterrenberg Family 
Wed July 2  Joe Stock Family, Matt & Charlotte Stock Family 
Thurs July 3  Mark & Tricia Stoeckel Family, Sabrina Stotler Family 
Fri July 4  Scott & Madeline Stover Family, Alex Strong Family 
 

MMAAYY  GGOODD  BBLLEESSSS  AALLLL  OOUURR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  EEVVEERRYY  DDAAYY!!  

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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