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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 
ADMINISTRATOR:  Fr . David Sabel 
 fr.david.sabel@gmail.com 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:  Fr . David Whiteside 
 frdwhiteside@gmail.com 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. George Wagner   815-848-3147   
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   5:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday   7:00 am 
Tuesday  5:30 pm 
Thursday  8:15 am when school is in session 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:30-6:50 am 
Tuesday  5:00-5:25 pm   
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 
ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 
SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  Questions?  Contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $12,072.75 
 

Building Maintenance Fund Collection:  This weekend. 
 
THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.  We 
now offer Online Giving through our website.  Check it out at 
www.stmaryspontiac.org 
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Saturday, May 17 
 5:00 p.m. Jean Jones   
Sunday, May 18 (Fifth Sunday of Easter) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. Laura Schilling 
Monday, May 19 
 7:00 a.m. Mari Anne Arnolts  
Tuesday, May 20 (St. Bernardine of Siena) 
 5:30 p.m. Doris Maubach  
Wednesday, May 21 (St. Christopher Magallanes & companions) 
 7:00 a.m. Joan Dittmer 
Thursday, May 22 (St. Rita of Cascia) 
 8:15 a.m. Patrick Green    
Friday, May 23 
 7:00 a.m. Ronald Wilken   
Saturday, May 24 
 5:00 p.m. Ann Miller   
Sunday, May 25 (Sixth Sunday of Easter) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. Mary Kilbride 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm.  On Tuesday, 
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm.  If you would like 
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please 
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 
815-844-7683.         
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class 
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. 
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance 
to reserve your spot to help us prepare.  *Do not select godparents 
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered. 
 
MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:  Mass will be offered at                             
Accolade Health Center on Friday, May 23 at 9:30am. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR par ishioner  Lor raine Hughes, R.I.P.  
Our sympathy to her family and friends. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PRIESTS AND DEACONS 
AS THEY CELEBRATE THE ANNIVERSARIES OF THEIR 
CLERGY ORDINATIONS THIS WEEK: 
Deacons Jim Wallace & George Wagner, 23rd Anniversary on May 18 
Fr. David Sabel, 16th Anniversary on May 23 
Fr. David Whiteside, 28th Anniversary on May 24 

MEMORIAL DAY MASS  
MONDAY, MAY 26 AT 10:30 AM  

AT ST. MARY’S CEMETERY 
This Mass will honor all of our deceased loved ones.  Please bring 
a lawn chair.  If the weather is inclement, a Flocknote message 
will be sent out and the Mass will be held at the church at the 
same time.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS will meet Wednesday, May 21 at
6:30pm in the Our Lady of the Rosary Room of the par ish hall.

ATTENTION LADIES IN YOUR 20’S AND 30’S: Join us the
third Wednesday of every month for fellowship as we work our
way through the Book of Acts. Come to as few or as many as you
can make. If interested or if you have any questions, text or call
Kate Harrold at 815-848-1705.

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, May 22 from 9am to 12:30pm in the par ish hall.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus
through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use
the back door.

WOMEN’S GUILD RUMMAGE SALE FUND-
RAISER: The Women’s Guild will be holding a
Rummage Sale Fundraiser in the parish hall the first
week of June. Donated items in good condition are

needed for the sale such as books, jewelry, linens, toys, household
items, decorations and miscellaneous items. NO CLOTHES!
DROP OFF DATES: SALE DATES:
Monday, June 2 10am-3pm Thursday, June 5 12noon-6pm
Tuesday, June 3 9am-4pm Friday, June 6 9am-6pm
Wednesday, June 4 10am-5pm Saturday, June 7 9-11am
Thursday, June 5 9-11am
Volunteers will be needed on Saturday to pack up leftover items
when the sale ends.

HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:
Pick up a baby bottle at the doors of the church. Between Mother’s
Day and Father’s Day, drop in your spare change, bills, or a check.
Return it to church Father’s Day weekend and know that the spare
change collected will be used to help mothers and their babies.
Your change can change lives!

SCHOOL RETIREMENTS: To honor Mrs. Carol Duffy (2nd
Grade teacher for 30 years) and Mrs. Christy Jones
(Paraprofessional for 32 years) on their upcoming retirements, we
invite everyone to PACK THE CHURCH at our final school Mass
of the year on Thursday, May 22 at 8:15am.

TOTUS TUUS HOST HOME NEEDED: We are in need of
someone to host two young men for the week of June 7-13. Sepa-
rate beds, please. Meals are provided so they only need a place to
sleep and shower. Contact Marie Kane at 815-674-5868 if you can
help.

St. Katharine Drexel Route
Revival is here. During the summer of 2024, an unprece-

dented National Eucharistic Pilgrimage moved from the four corners
of the United States to Indianapolis, culminating in the 10th National
Eucharistic Congress. Given the outpouring of stories involving our
Eucharistic Lord's healing, conversion, unity, and peace along the
2024 pilgrimage routes, we have decided to keep the momentum
going in 2025!

As the three-year National Eucharistic Revival in the Unit-
ed States draws to a close on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ, we are excited to launch the St.
Katharine Drexel Route from Indianapolis to Los Angeles and invite
you to pray before the Blessed Sacrament along the way.

The St. Katharine Drexel Route will be coming through the
Diocese of Peoria May 19-21. For more information and to register
for events within our diocese, go to eucharisticpilgrimage.org for
more details.

PRICE INCREASE AT
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY
Effective July 1, 2025

It has been 25 years since the price of a grave space increased.
Therefore the following prices will go into effect on July 1, 2025.

Full Casket Burial Space—$500
One cremation can also be added to a full casket space

Cremation Lot for 2 will remain at $300

For those planning to be cremated, you will have to pur-
chase a cremation lot. We will no longer allow the purchase of a
full casket burial space for those intending to be cremated. This
will preserve as much space as possible for many years come.

To purchase a lot, call Patti at the parish office to sched-
ule an appointment, 815-844-7683.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR ST. MARY’S

8TH GRADE GRADUATES
Graduation will be held
Wednesday, May 21

Gregory Bradshaw Lanie McGuckin
Jack DeYoung Jack Voigts
Christopher Gray Gavin Wehri
Katherine Lauritsen Henry Yedinak

The tuckpointing project on the
church is progressing well with
being on time or slightly ahead
of schedule. As you can see,

work is moving to the southwest corner of the church, then
eventually moving to the southeast corner. Once school ends
for the summer, work will move to the east side of the church.
We ask for your continued patience and caution as you move
around the church, and please be respectful of any temporary
closures you may encounter. For your safety, please pay atten-
tion to posted notices, church announcements and bulletin &
Flocknote updates.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST 
 

Humility is the safeguard of chastity. In the matter of purity, there is no greater 
danger than not fearing the danger. For my part, when I find a man secure of 
himself and without fear, I give him up for lost. I am less alarmed for one who is 
tempted and who resists by avoiding the occasions, than for one who is not 
tempted and is not careful to avoid occasions. When a person puts himself in an 

occasion, saying, I shall not fall, it is an almost infallible sign that he will fall, and with great injury 
to his soul.          ~St. Phillip Neri 

TEACHERS NEEDED AT  
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 

Second Grade Teacher, Fourth Grade Teacher,  
Jr. High Language Arts/Literature Teacher 

 
Teacher applicants must have a valid Illinois teaching certificate.   We are seeking Teachers who know and love Jesus.  We 
seek someone with a desire to make disciples of their students and grow in discipleship with other staff.  Candidates must por-
tray abilities of healthy teamwork among colleagues along with a desire to share their knowledge and love of Jesus with stu-
dents and staff.  Please send 3 letters of recommendation and a copy of your transcripts, along with your resume and cover 
letter to Mrs. Karen Jones, St. Mary’s School, 414 N. Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764 or you may email these items to:  
jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR MAY  

For working conditions:  Let us pray that through work, each 
person might find fulfilment, families might be sustained in digni-
ty, and that society might be humanized.  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 18, 2025 
SSuunnddaayy  FFiiftfthh  SSuunnddaayy  ooff  EEaasstteerr  
 Acts 14:21-27; Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13;  
 Rev 21:1-5a; Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35 
MMoonnddaayy  Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16; Jn 14:21-26  
TTuueessddaayy  Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21;  
 Jn 14:27-31a 
WWeeddnneessddaayy  Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; Jn 15:1-8  
TThhuurrssddaayy Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10; Jn 15:9-11 
FFrriiddaayy Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12; Jn 15:12-17  
SSaattuurrddaayy  Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5; Jn 15:18-21  
SSuunnddaayy  SSiixxtthh  SSuunnddaayy  ooff  EEaasstteerr  
 Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  
 Rev 21:10-14, 22-23; Jn 14:23-29 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a day!  
Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts 
EWTN and local programming for 
you! It’s lively, entertaining, and in-
formative.  We would like to thank the 
following local businesses for under-
writing the efforts of Catholic Spirit 
Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council 
#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons
-Sullivan Realty.      

ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:   
 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  
 

CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO NETWORK  
PILGRIMAGE TO MOTHER ANGELICA’S SHRINE OF 

THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT IN HANCEVILLE, AL 
AND EWTN STUDIOS IN IRONDALE, AL     

MONDAY, AUG. 18 to THURSDAY, AUG. 21, 2025 
$1,100 per person includes tour bus transportation, 3 nights double-
occupancy in a hotel, all meals on Tuesday and Wednesday, break-
fast on Thursday, snacks, water and entertainment on the bus.  On-
ly 40 seats available.  For more information, contact Father Sabel. 

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co



PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  OOUURR  CCHHUURRCCHH  &&  SSCCHHOOOOLL  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  TTHHIISS  YYEEAARR  
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 
A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   
 

Mon May 19  Kathy Russow Family, Kevin & Nicole Ryan Family 
Tues May 20  Diana Salinas Family, Larry Russow Family 
Wed May 21  Felix & Amber Salinas Family, Joanne Sancken Family 
Thurs May 22 Richard & Mary Lou Salvator Family, Trevor Sancken Family 
Fri May 23  Travis & Heather Sancken Family, Mary Sanders Family 
Mon May 26  Dick Sargent Family, Dave & Katy Sartoris Family 
Tues May 27  Nick & Caroline Sartoris Family, Allyson Saxton Family 
Wed May 28  Rita Schaefer Family, Justin & Lisa Schaidle Family 
Thurs May 29 Nancy Schneeman Family, Ray & Sue Schnell Family 
Fri May 30  Chuck & Carol Schopp Family, Jacob & Jessica Schopp Family 
 

MMAAYY  GGOODD  BBLLEESSSS  AALLLL  OOUURR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  EEVVEERRYY  DDAAYY!!  

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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