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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764
Phone: 815-844-7683 Fax: 815-842-4345
Parish & School Website: www.stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac

PASTOR: Rev. Robert Rayson, V.F.
frrayson@gmail.com

PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr.John Bazimenyera
bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com

PERMANENT DEACONS:
Dcn. Ray White deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org
Decn. Jim Wallace servant518@outlook.com
Dcn. George Wagner 815-848-3147

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER: Patti Zehr
zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR: Danielle Gill
gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org

EVANGELIZATION COORDINATOR: Margo Law
law.margo(@stmaryspontiac.org

MUSIC DIRECTORS: Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day

MASS TIMES:

Saturday 5:00 pm Sunday 7:00 am & 9:30 am
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 7:00 am

Tuesday 5:30 pm

Thursday 8:15 am when school is in session

CONFESSION TIMES:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 6:30-6:50 am
Tuesday 5:00-5:25 pm

Wednesday 12 noon —1:00 pm

Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:

414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764

Phone: 815-844-6585

Principal: Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s School Instagram: stmaryspontiac

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY: 401 E. Water St. Open to

Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.

Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663)

STEWARDSHIP

Collection last Sunday: $11,156.00

Building Maintenance Fund Collection: This weekend.

World Mission Sunday Collection: This weekend.

THANK YOU to those who regularly support our parish. We
Check it out at

now offer Online Giving through our website.
www.stmaryspontiac.org

% CMass Intentions

Saturday, October 18 (St. Luke, Evangelist)

5:00 p.m.  Robert A. Legner

Sunday, October 19 (29th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.m.  Parishes
9:30 a.m.  Linda Zielinski

Monday, October 20 (St. Paul of the Cross)

7:00 a.m.  Scott Horaney
Tuesday, October 21
5:30 p.m.  *** NO MASS ***

Wednesday, October 22 (St. John Paul II, pope)
7:00 am.  *** NO MASS ***

Thursday, October 23 (St. John of Capistrano)
8:15 a.m. Ist ann Stella Piegat

Friday, October 24 (St. Anthony Mary Claret)

7:00 a.m.  John Benedino
Saturday, October 25
5:00 p.m.  Pamela Sopiars

Sunday, October 26 (30th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 am.  Celeste Margherio
9:30 a.m.  Parishes

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: The Adoration Chapel is
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm. On Tuesday,
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm. If you would like
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at
815-844-7683.

BAPTISM PREP CLASS: Ifyou are looking to have your first
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm.
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance
to reserve your spot to help us prepare. *Do not select godparents
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered.

REGISTER WITH THE PARISH OFICE: We find that many
young adults who have been members of the parish all their lives
do not re-register themselves when they move out on their own. A
simple phone call to the parish office at 815-844-7683 is all it takes
to properly register you new household. Please call!

MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every
Wednesday at 11:30am. All are welcome to attend.

MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME: Mass will be offered at
Accolade Health Center on Friday, October 24 at 9:30am.

CHANGES FOR THIS WEEK

The priests will be out of town for Priest Assembly
Days on Tuesday, Oct. 21 and Wednesday, Oct. 22.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21—NO ADORATION IN
CHURCH, NO CONFESSIONS, NO 5:30PM MASS.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22—NO 7AM MASS,
NO NOONTIME CONFESSIONS.
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
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CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, October 23 from 9am to 12:30pm in the parish hall

ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP: All students in Grades 8
through high school Seniors are invited and encouraged to join us
on Sunday, October 19 from 6-8pm in the parish offices for
some time in fellowship, faith and fun. The next gathering will be
Sunday, October 26 from 6-8pm.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the world about Jesus
through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use
the back door.

ALL SOUL’S DAY MEMORIAL MASS: As parishioners
and family of parishioners pass away we try to acknowledge these
people in the bulletin each week. The Bereavement Group is put-
ting together a Memorial Mass to be held on Saturday, November
1 at 10:00am They have taken names from the bulletin over
the past year. If you have lost a loved one since November of last
year and did not see their name in the bulletin, please call the
Rectory at 844-7683 to add their name to our Memorial list.

VETERANS DAY PROGRAM: Calling all VETERANS,
families, and parishioners. St. Mary’s Student Council will be
hosting their Annual Veterans Day Program on November 11
starting at 2:00 pm. Watch for more details.

USHERS & GREETERS NEEDED FOR ALL WEEKEND
MASSES: You might have noticed that many of our volun-
teers are assisting month after month. We could use some addi-
tional volunteers to give these people a much needed break. If
you can help, please contact Bryan Schweigert at 815-867-0958
or email orangeman1993@yahoo.com

PART-TIME

CUSTODIAN NEEDED

St. Mary’s Parish is looking to hire an
W@ arne able-bodied individual to serve as a

part-time custodian for St. Mary’s
“\“\N“ School. Qualifications for this position
include: striving to live a Christian life
- be practicing the faith if Catholic, if

not Catholic, have a respect for the
Catholic Church and be comfortable working in a Catholic envi-
ronment, possessing knowledge, skills, and experience in han-
dling janitorial equipment and basic maintenance tools; assisting
the head custodian in duties/projects as needed; maintaining secu-
rity of buildings, equipment, and tools. Duties would be cleaning
of classrooms, hallways, gym following games, offices, pre-K
area, and the parish hall, setting up and taking down of tables and
chairs as needed, making sure all lights are out and doors are
locked, and collecting trash or anything else determined by the
maintenance director. Hours would be late afternoon/early even-
ing. If interested, please send a resume and 2 letters of recom-
mendation to: St. Mary’s School, Mrs. Karen Jones, 414 N. Main
St., Pontiac, IL 61764

g_\MARK YOURE

ST. fMARYs P‘“A’ZTSH A

VOLUNTEERS & FOOD NEEDED FOR PARISH
THANKSGIVING DINNER: Workers, as well as
desserts and food items are needed for our dinner on
November 9. Please go to:
church.stmaryspontiac.org and click on the link

to sign up. If you do not have a computer or are having
trouble signing up, please call Bernie Timmerman at
815-822-2961 to sign up with your times or food dona-
tions. If donating a pie, it would be appreciated if it
was in a non-returnable container in case someone
wants to purchase a whole pie.

You can also sign up to deliver meals to our
homebound parishioners. Must be 21 or over.

Monetary donations are welcome to offset the
cost of turkeys, paper goods, and meals for the home-
bound. Checks can be made out to "St. Mary's Wom-
en's Guild" and placed in the collection basket.

We are also accepting donations of items for
our Silent Auction. If you have an item to donate,
please call Karen Gregory at 815-844-7837 or drop it
off at the parish office. Karen could also use help set-
ting up the auction on Sat. Nov. 8 at 2pm. Please call
her if you can help.

If anyone would like a flyer to post at their
place of work (a breakroom, bulletin board or window),
please contact Bernie at the number above and she will
email a flyer to you. Thank you for your help!

BOOK BORROWING LIBRARY has been set up in the
back vestibule of the church by the Legion of Mary for all to use.
On the honor system, you may take home and enjoy books, CDs,
DVDs, cassette tapes and videos to assist in your spiritual
growth.

BE A BULLETIN SUPPORTER! We are fortunate to have
so many bulletin sponsors to defray the publishing costs of this
bulletin and our parish newsletter. There are still some spaces
available. If you own a business or you work for a business that
is not currently advertising in our bulletin, please consider plac-
ing an ad. This can be done anytime by contacting April at 612-
867-9831 or apaprocki@diocesan.com
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2025 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
Proclaiming Christ yesterday, today, forever.

The 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal is now underway in our parish. Thank you to all who have al-
ready pledged to the appeal. Your generosity helps give food to the hungry, training to our seminarians,
gives support to our parish in preparing couples for Holy Matrimony, and helps ensure the next generation
is formed in the Faith. No gift is too small, and our parish is trying to reach 100% participation. If you
have not given yet, please consider filling out a pledge card today and mail it to the Diocese or drop it in
the collection basket. Additional pledge cards are in the pews. Our goal this year is $100 507. Every dol-
lar raised over our goal will be returned to our parish.

We are so honored to have our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd pro-
gram featured in the 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal video. This outstanding pro-
gram is possible because of the generosity of our parishioners and friends of St.
Mary's, in addition to the support and training provided by the Annual Diocesan
Appeal, to help ensure that the next generation is formed in faith, surrounded by
communities that nurture their gifts and guide them toward Christ. We are grateful
for your support! If you are able to give to the Annual Diocesan Appeal, or if you
would like to view the video, please visit our website: church.stmaryspontiac.org
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MINI-PILGRIMAGE TO BLESSED
SACRAMENT CHURCH IN MORTON
%r(mﬂ (jwa)ud full of grace.

Our L st is with thee

Blessed art thou among women, and

Thursday, October 30, 9:30 AM to 4:15 PM
Speaker: Father Adam Cesarek
Fee: $25 includes lunch

We will gather at the old K-mart parking lot and
caravan to Morton at 9:30am. At Morton we will meet
up with everyone at Blessed Sacrament Church in the
Father Walner Room.

Father Adam will give a talk about The Com-
munion of Saints, followed by discussion, Mass, lunch,
and a prayer service. We plan to leave Morton by 3pm
and return to Pontiac by 4:15pm

To register for this mini-pilgrimage, call the
parish office at 815-844-7683. Also, let us know if you
can be a driver and how many passengers you can

blessed is the fruit of thy womb, gm

Fly Mg, Mthos o Gl
pray for us sinners, now

and at the hour of our death.

Amen

Pope Leo is asking all of us to pray the Rosary

take, and if you have any food allergies. The fee can
be dropped off at the parish office or put in an enve-
lope marked "Mini-Pilgrimage" and placed in the collec-
tion basket.

each day in October. At the doors of the church
you will find sheets to assist your family in
keeping track for the October Rosary Challenge.

OCTOBER 19, 2025
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST

AES "A thousand years of enjoying human glory is not worth even an hour spent
sweetly communing with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.”
& ~St. Pio of Pietrelcina

VOLUNTEER GRANTS & MATCHING GIFTS AVAILA-
BLE: Do you or a family member work for Caterpillar or
State Farm? Employees of Caterpillar and State Farm are eligi-
ble to participate in a volunteer service match program. For
every 10 hours of volunteerism at St. Mary's School, the Cater-
pillar Foundation will give a $100 grant to the school. For eve-
ry 40 hours volunteered at SMS, State Farm will give $500 to
SMS. Perhaps you work for one of these companies and volun-
teer at the concession stand. Or maybe a grandparent is em-
ployed at Cat or State Farm and helps in the lunchroom or li-
brary. Additionally, State Farm, Caterpillar and Exelon have a
matching gifts program for donations made to St. Mary's
School. For more information, contact Danielle Gill
at gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org. Thank you.

INTRODUCING

= HE ST

When little Milo feels a storm of big
emotions—anger, sadness, and fear—he
learns that even in the middile of the
storm, God is always with him.

This heartwarming picture book helps
children recognize their feelings and find
peace through faith.

[ % g
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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME:
PERSEVERANCE

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives a clever example
of why we are to persevere in praying, even if we think
the prayer is not being heard. The crooked judge just
wanted to get that widow off his back. She was lucky her
adversary didn’t pester the judge, too; he might have
gone the other way. So we can pray to God with even
more confidence, because we know that God loves us
and will answer our prayers.

St. Paul carries that theme of perseverance even
further. He is not just talking about prayer here; he en-
courages Timothy to persevere in proclaiming God’s word
as well. That command we may find more challenging
than prayer. He tells Timothy (and us!) to “convince, repri-
mand and encourage through all patience and teaching
(2 Timothy 4:2). How can we do that?

“Convince” reminds me that our faith should be
reasonable. Not that we can prove all that we believe in a
scientific way, but our faith should be realistic; after all,
God made the world, so God should know how it works.
Jesus’ command to love one another, for instance, can be
taught much more convincingly by giving examples of
love. A mother who hugs her child when he is hurt, for-
gives him when he is sorry, and encourages him when he
feels lost is teaching that command in a way that will be
remembered much longer than just telling him to love
people. So we can convince others of our faith by show-
ing them examples of love, forgiveness, and encourage-
ment.

Paul also talks about reprimanding each other.
That may be what he was thinking when he says that pro-
claiming the word can sometimes be inconvenient. Most
people find it difficult to reprimand someone they are in
charge of, much less one who is equal in status. That’s
where patience comes in. A reprimand can be made pa-
tiently and gently, as a sign of concern rather than author-
ity.

Paul lastly mentions teaching. He probably was
referring to teaching the Hebrew scriptures and how they
were fulfilled in Christ. Parents can do their part by teach-
ing the stories from the Bible, helping children to see God
in creation, teaching them to pray, and being good exam-
ples of God’s love for them. If you send your children to
religion classes or the parish school, do what you can to
support the teachers so that what the children learn at
school is practiced at home. What the children see (or
don’t see) at home has a much greater effect than a few
hours a week in a classroom.

OCTOBER 19, 2025
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE s
HOLY FATHER FOR OCTOBER SPIRIT

For collaboration between different religious traditions: Let us
pray that believers in different religious traditions might work to-
gether to defend and promote peace, justice, and human fraternity.

Seven days a week, 24 hours a
day! Catholic Spirit Radio broad-
casts EWTN and local program-
ing for you! It’s lively, entertain-
ing, and informative. We would
like to thank the following local

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 19, 2025 RADIO _businesses for underwriting the

Sunday Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time NETWORK 2 - fefforts of Catholic Spirit Radio:
Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; ights of Columbus Council
2 Tm 3:14-4:2; Lk 18:1-8 #854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons-Sullivan Realty.

Monday Rom 4:20-25; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:
Lk 12:13-21 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm

Tuesday Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM
Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17; Lk 12:35-38

Wednesday Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; Lk 12:39-48

Thursday Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 12:49-53

Friday Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94;
Lk 12:54-59

Saturday Rom 8:1-11; Ps 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 13:1-9

Sunday Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sir 35:12-14; 16-18; Ps 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23;
2Tm 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14

WORLD
MissioN
SUNDAY

Here I am, send me

d, " GIVING

St. Mary's Parish is now offering Online Giving.

Online Giving can be used to give to:
= Sunday Offering

= School Collection

Food Pantry

Building Maintenance Fund

Memorials/Gifts

School Annual Fund

Scholarships

Start giving online today!

1. Visit our website at www.stmaryspontiac.org and click
The celebration of World Mission Day on the online giving link.

is aimed at supporting the missionary 2. Create an account.

:tfmﬂ: n'{!l'l‘f:':f'ulll in mg mame fl;’t the 3. Schedule your g|ft. Gifts gi\f'en via Checking or Sa\rings
Pontifical Mission Societies, in order to account have no service charge. Debit and credit card
meet the spiritual and material needs of gifts will be assessed a 3% fee.

peoples and ""“”:"““ ""r"_".'"fr_’"“’ the Please prayerfully consider giving online. If you have any

world, for the salvation of all. questions, contact the parish office at 815-844-7683.

~Pope Francis Online Giving is provided by Our Sunday Visitor, a
Catholic not-for-profit organization serving parishes for
more than 100 years.

o Eet——————_— - = |
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR

We ask everyone to-pray for specific chuwch and school families each weekdaoy.
A list will be published here inthe bulletiny and in the newsletter yow receive in the mail.
Please remember these foumilies inv your prayers each day for them to-grow in their faitivthis year.

Mon Oct 20 Sydney Benning Family, Bill & Georgia Bertram Family

Tues Oct 21 Jeff & Becky Bertrand Family, Troy & Katie Bertsche Family
Wed Oct 22 John & Peggy Beyer Family, Dave & Mary Billington Family
Thurs Oct 23 Jim & Mary Billington Family, Kevin Billington Family

Fri Oct 24 Dona Blair Family, Maria Blair Family

Mon Oct 27 Mark & Lori Boatman Family, Kim Boden Family

Tues Oct 28 Stanley & Bethany Boguszewski Family, Nancy Boitnott Family
Wed Oct 29 Joan Bolen Family, Martin & Anne Bourgeois Family

Thurs Oct 30 Sarah Bowling Family, Larry & Candace Bradshaw Family

Fri Oct 31 Chris Brady Family, Mary Lou Branz Family

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY!

TIRES » ALIGNMENTS « BRAKES « AIR CONDITIONING - TUNE-UPS
CUSTOM EXHAUST « LUBRICATION « SHOCKS » STRUTS 4 9920) N Ladd - Pontiac

FARM TIRE SERVICE « COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS .
) (815) 844-5727

Lewcomnaoio e N PFAFF STAMPS
Blﬂyn“s TIRE & AUTO CARE  TIRE & AUTO INC. BODY SHOR LLC

Robert &
Sharri Pfaff,

Parishioners

sssnass | e = - catholicmatche

Ba“quet Room 360S. Deerfield-Rt- P ;Tireand;ﬁ.:to.con; i .
Rt 116 West llinois @
815-844-5757
CatholicMatch.com/golL \

L

S

FAMILY RESTAURRNT

PSS BREAKFAST
A T /' LUNCH
7 ?ON IAC . DINNER
T '/ COCKTAILS
)22 FAMILY KITCHEN ¢
Lé_éj 904 CUSTER AVENUE

) 815-844-3155  ( °ANauer
e e T’ UPTO 80
Get this bulletin
o [ 4 4
#ThankYou M T T s nterds of
Priesthood A every week. /74/%?’;4 /’M
Simply go to s e
Stat?‘ (I;ank t e DI.CHONCHIGES: BRI gETEaMtfﬁ -~
0 l‘aym on ...Or SCan wp IEL.% COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL \ OF SER /
O_ﬂ?c'es in Chenoa, Graymont, 81 5.844.4424 _
Pontiac, & Saunemin FREE ESTIMATES B ﬁ: Gerry & areg Miller
i www.sbofgray.com *DISCOVERMASS e
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brazier,

“We Treat You Right”

815-842-0360

=~ ‘ ' 802 N LADD ST.
o7 %3l

Gray's Garage

*HEAVY DUTY SERVICE*PARTS*TOWING»

W |

14437 E 2000 North Rd. - Pontiac IL 61764

815-844-6163

www.graysgarage.net

9
’”9 Bank of Pontiac
Z/ T

Bloomington * Coal Cify = Delavan = Dwight * Fairbury
Forrest = Melvin = Minier = Odell * Paxion = Piper Cily = Pontiac

Toll FREE 855-844-6151 | www.bankofpontiac.com

Member FDIC
ol
e
32 F&

PONTIAC
DAIRY QUEEN

Frmte
LYONS:SULLIVAN

Yy

Terry Sullivan,
Designated
Managing Broker

815-842-1400
321 W. Madison St.

www.LyonsSullivanRealty.com

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

DRISCOLL

601 S Newport Rd, Pontiac e 1-815-842-1143 or

1-800-851-7605

Driscollmotors.com

Service e Sales o Parts e Detailing

. p’lll” g€

JOHN DEERE f TRACTOR
Your local and reliable Full Service lohn Deere Dealer!
805 E Howard 5t.

Pontiac, IL 61764
815-842-1149

quley‘:‘] FAMILY DENTAL

Dr. Ryan Carley | Dr. Natalie Carley
cfdental@frontier.com

815.844.5200
1521 W. Reynolds St » Pontiac, IL

EVENGLOW

1 L
y J1fpo

New Assisted Living Facility
Contact us today for more information about a tour or our

Luncheon Learn date!

815.844.6131 12001y

Longest serving senior care organization in Livington County with the newest Assisted
Living Facility. Single Studia Rooms to spacious 1-Bedroom Units, Memary Care
and Skilled Care Facility,

englow Ln, Pontiac

“Ask a Knight what you can do
for the Paﬂsh i
Pontiac

Smiths

Plumbing, Heating & A/C
DAN = STEVE
smithsplumbingandheatingil.com
822 East Howard St. - 815-844-7868

KNIGHTS

OF COLUMBUS

Grand Knight: Nlck Ehrgott

(217) 248-0455
REV. ROBERT RAYSON
www.facebook.com/kofe854Pontiac li

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

ADVERTISE

HERE

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

Greg Kurtenbach
State Farm Agent

800-284-8343
9GIBSON CITY

9 FAIRBURY
¥ PONTIAC

StateFarm

Mexican- Breakfast - American
DINE-IN OR DELIVERY

Only Delivered to Pontiac, llinois

DAILY SPECIALS

Visit us on Facebook

FAMILY RESTAURANT

SEAVING AMERICAN & MEXICAN FOOD
(815) 844-2755 /107 E MADISON ST.
PONTIAG, ILLINOIS

April Paprocki ~ 612-867-9831
apaprocki@diocesan.com

+ Diagnostic Testing for
Pediatrics thru Geriatrics

+ Hearing Aid Services

+ Custom-made Earplugs

31085 E. 2800 North Rd. » Dwight
Call for an appomtmenr 815.941.4700

p STLLLAM 3
¢ JpERTRAN,
1™ ATTORNEY » LAW

When was the last
time you had your :
hearing checked? bill@whbltdpc.com

318 North Mill 5t.  Pontiac, IL

815-842-1100

TH
At Dot
Exrmorchncng Senior Living

WE ACCEPT MEDICAID | 815.844.6300
thepoin’featponﬁaccom
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