27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764
Phone: 815-844-7683 Fax: 815-842-4345
Parish & School Website: www.stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac

PASTOR: Rev. Robert Rayson, V.F.
frrayson@gmail.com

PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr.John Bazimenyera
bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com

PERMANENT DEACONS:
Dcn. Ray White deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org
Decn. Jim Wallace servant518@outlook.com
Dcn. George Wagner 815-848-3147

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER: Patti Zehr
zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR: Danielle Gill
gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org

EVANGELIZATION COORDINATOR: Margo Law
law.margo(@stmaryspontiac.org

MUSIC DIRECTORS: Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day

MASS TIMES:

Saturday 5:00 pm Sunday 7:00 am & 9:30 am
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 7:00 am

Tuesday 5:30 pm

Thursday 8:15 am when school is in session

CONFESSION TIMES:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 6:30-6:50 am
Tuesday 5:00-5:25 pm

Wednesday 12 noon —1:00 pm

Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:

414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764

Phone: 815-844-6585

Principal: Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s School Instagram: stmaryspontiac

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY: 401 E. Water St. Open to
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663)

STEWARDSHIP
Collection last Sunday: $10,669.00

School Collection: This weekend.
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection: Next weekend.
THANK YOU to those who regularly support our parish. We

now offer Online Giving through our website. Check it out at
www.stmaryspontiac.org

% CMass Intentions

Saturday, October 4 (St. Francis of Assisi)

8:00 aam.  Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish
5:00 p.m.  Mike Loughran

Sunday, October 5 (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 am.  Parishes
9:30 a.m. 17th ann Betty Murphy

Monday, October 6 (St. Bruno; Bl. Marie Rose Durocher)
7:00 a.m. Anne Johnson
Tuesday, October 7 (Our Lady of the Rosary)

5:30 p.m.  Alzina Porter
Wednesday, October 8
7:00 am.  Steve Hogan

Thursday, October 9 (St. Denis & companions;
St. John Leonardi)

8:15a.m.  Louis Krenz
Friday, October 10
7:00 a.m.  John Gschwendtner
Saturday, October 11 (St. John XXIII, pope)
5:00 p.m.  Elizabeth Baltz
Sunday, October 12 (28th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.m.  Parishes
9:30 a.m.  30th ann Frank Wynant

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: The Adoration Chapel is
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm. On Tuesday,
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm. If you would like
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at
815-844-7683.

BAPTISM PREP CLASS: Ifyou are looking to have your first
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm.
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance
to reserve your spot to help us prepare. *Do not select godparents
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered.

MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every
Wednesday at 11:30am. All are welcome to attend.

MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME: Mass will be offered at
Goldwater Healthcare on Friday, October 10 at 9:30am.

CONGRATULATIONS to the parents and family of Sophia Jill
Haarmann, daughter of Jesse & Brittany Haarmann, who was
recently baptized as a member of our faith.

PLEASE PRAY FOR parishioners Rose Whittle, Harriet Her-
kert and Fr. David Roche, and Leo Pouliot (brother of George
Pouliot), R.I.LP. Our sympathy to their families and friends.

USHERS & GREETERS NEEDED FOR ALL WEEKEND
MASSES: You might have noticed that many of our volunteers
are assisting month after month. We could use some additional
volunteers to give these people a much needed break. If you can
help, please contact Bryan Schweigert at 815-867-0958 or email
orangeman993@yahoo.com
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APOLOGETICS STUDY: Have you ever been asked
questions about your Catholic faith and didn’t know how
to answer? Apologetics means giving a reasonable expla-
nation for your faith. It means we charitably explain and
defend Catholic doctrine using scripture, history, and com-
mon sense. In the words of Saint Peter: “Always be ready
to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason
for your hope, but do it with gentleness and reverence” (1
Peter 3:15-16). This study will cover topics such as the
Eucharist, Marian doctrine, confession, and purgatory.
The study will run for eight weeks starting Thursday, Oc-
tober 9 at 7pm. in the Rosary Room. Cost is $15 per
person for the resource book and study guide. To register,
please contact the parish office at 815-844-7683, or Mike Capek at
563-542-7740 or mikecapek775@gmail.com

ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP: All students in Grades 8
through high school Seniors are invited and encouraged to join us
on Sunday, October 5 from 10:45am to 12noon in the parish offic-
es for some time in fellowship, faith and fun. The next gathering
will be Sunday, October 19 from 6-8pm.

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, October 9 from 9am to 12:30pm in the parish hall.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the world about Jesus
through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of

Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use
the back door.

ALL SOUL’S DAY MEMORIAL MASS: As parishioners and
family of parishioners pass away we try to acknowledge these peo-
ple in the bulletin each week. The Bereavement Group is putting
together a Memorial Mass to be held on Saturday, November 1 at
10:00am They have taken names from the bulletin over the
past year. If you have lost a loved one since November of last year
and did not see their name in the bulletin, please call the Rectory at
844-7683 to add their name to our Memorial list.

PUBLIC SQUARE
ROSARY CRUSADE

ﬁ ~¢/  This year’s event will be held on Satur-

e soion day, October 11 at 12:00 noon on the
front steps of our church. The Legion of

Mary invites you to join them. Bring a lawn chair if needed.
20,000 outdoor rosary rallies are planned around the country
on this day to bombard heaven with our prayers and petitions.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
BREAKFAST

Sunday, October 12
7:30 to 11:30 a.m.
in the parish hall

Pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, french toast
casserole, breakfast casserole and drink.

$10 per person, $40 family maximum.

All proceeds will go to programs in our community
serving those with intellectual disabilities. This
breakfast is in lieu of our Annual Tootsie Roll Drive.

M -_ S % #
MINI-PILGRIMAGE TO BLESSED
SACRAMENT CHURCH IN MORTON
Thursday, October 30, 9:30 AM to 4:15 PM
Speaker: Father Adam Cesarek
Fee: $25 includes lunch
We will gather at the K-mart parking lot in
Pontiac and caravan to Morton at 9:30am. At
Morton we will meet up with everyone at Blessed
Sacrament Church in the Father Walner Room.
Father Adam will give a talk, followed by discus-
sion, lunch, and a prayer service. We plan to
leave Morton by 3pm and return to Pontiac by
4:15pm
To register for this mini-pilgrimage, call
the parish office at 815-844-7683. Also, let us
know if you can be a driver and how many pas-
sengers you can take, and if you have any food
allergies. The fee can be dropped off at the par-
ish office or put in an envelope marked "Mini-
Pilgrimage" and placed in the collection basket.
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2025 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
Christ

The 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal is now underway in our parish.
Thank you to all who have already pledged to the appeal. Your generosi-
ty helps give food to the hungry, training to our seminarians, gives sup-
port to our parish in preparing couples for Holy Matrimony, and helps en-
sure the next generation is formed in the Faith. No gift is too small, and
our parish is trying to reach 100% participation. If you have not given
yet, please consider filling out a pledge card today and mail it to the Dio-
cese or drop it in the collection basket. Additional pledge cards are in
the pews. Our goal this year is $100,507. Every dollar raised over our
goal will be returned to our parish.

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN NEEDED

St. Mary’s Parish is looking to hire an able-bodied individual to serve as a part-time custodian for St. Mary’s
School. Qualifications for this position include: striving to live a Christian life - be practicing the faith if Catho-
W e are lic, if not Catholic, have a respect for the Catholic Church and be comfortable working in a Catholic environ-
\“\N“ ment, possessing knowledge, skills, and experience in handling janitorial equipment and basic maintenance
tools; assisting the head custodian in duties/projects as needed; maintaining security of buildings, equipment,
and tools. Duties would be cleaning of classrooms, hallways, gym following games, offices, pre-K area, and
the parish hall, setting up and taking down of tables and chairs as needed, making sure all lights are out and
doors are locked, and collecting trash or anything else determined by the maintenance director. Hours would be late afternoon/early
evening. If interested, please send a resume and 2 letters of recommendation to: St. Mary’s School, Mrs. Karen Jones, 414 N. Main St.,
Pontiac, IL 61764

VOLUNTEER GRANTS & MATCHING GIFTS AVAILABLE: Do you or a family member work for Caterpillar or State Farm?
Employees of Caterpillar and State Farm are eligible to participate in a volunteer service match program. For every 10 hours of volunteer-
ism at St. Mary's School, the Caterpillar Foundation will give a $100 grant to the school. For every 40 hours volunteered at SMS, State
Farm will give $500 to SMS. Perhaps you work for one of these companies and volunteer at the concession stand. Or maybe a grandpar-
ent is employed at Cat or State Farm and helps in the lunchroom or library. Additionally, State Farm, Caterpillar and Exelon have a match-
ing gifts program for donations made to St. Mary's School. For more information, contact Danielle Gill
at gill.danielle(@stmaryspontiac.org. Thank you.

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:
TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

When we were kids, my brothers and sisters and | thought that you were not supposed to say the blessing before
meals in a restaurant. You were not supposed to flaunt your faith in public. It probably had more to do with fear of being
embarrassed if non-believers saw us praying. | think of that when | hear St. Paul telling Timothy, “God did not give us a spirit
of cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control” (2 Timothy 1:7). All three readings mention the difficulties that
people of faith will encounter, and each reading has its own way of facing those hardships.

Jesus gives the practical advice: Look at the difficulties of being a disciple as just part of your job. No servant ex-
pects to be praised by his master for doing his job. So if the Lord says | must forgive those who hurt me, or be patient with
customers, or share what | have with the poor—no problem; it's part of the job of a disciple. If someone | know is in pain, I’'m
there to support them. Too tired to go to church after work on a holy day? Just taking care of business.

So how do we get the strength and self-control to roll with the punches? Paul reminds us in the second reading to
stir the gifts of the Spirit into flame. If you take time to pray every day, if you look for God in other people, if you see difficul-
ties as your share of the cross—you'’ll find those gifts of faith, power, love, and self-control beginning to grow stronger inside.

We can trust that this is more than just wishful thinking by going to the first reading. When the prophet cries out for
help with the misery and violence in the world, he hears God’s promise that the vision (of hope for deliverance) will be ful-
filled even if it seems to be delayed. We too hear that promise when we start to get discouraged, for God’s promise “will not
disappoint” (Habakkuk 2:3).
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST

"In the humble signs of bread and wine, changed into His Body and Blood,
Christ walks beside us as our strength and our food for the journey..."
~Pope St. John Paul II

IMPACT OF THE

MA’%K YOUR CALEN’DA’RSI g’ SUPPORT THE FUTURE CAMPAIGN
SEEST ll We extend our sincere gratitude to all parishioners
§T MARy’S ANNTU _ and donors who contributed to the Support the Fu-

ture campaign. Through your generosity, the cam-
THANKSGIVING DINNE'R paign successfully raised over $70,000, enabling

e meaningful improvements in our compensation
S D AY NO\/‘EM'BE'R 9 < structure for our teachers.
As a result of this campaign:
_ 1 1 amy- me/ e & New teacher salaries have increased by
7% compared to the previous year, which has en-
ST MAQY S PARIS?‘h{ﬂfL abled us to fill our vacancies.

: All current teachers now earn salaries that
are above 80% of the local public school district
salaries.

These advancements reflect our continued com-
mitment to attracting and retaining high-quality ed-
ucators, ensuring long-term excellence in teaching
and learning.

SEPTEMBER QUICK DRAW WINNERS: Congratulation to
Bill Mullins, Isaac Mackinson, Kelly Kinate, Megan Lauritsen,
Zach Wilson and John Kelly. We greatly appreciate your sup-
port of St. Mary’s School.

VETERANS DAY PROGRAM: Calling all VETERANS, fam-
ilies, and parishioners. St. Mary’s Student Council will be hosting
their Annual Veterans Day Program on November 11 starting at
2:00 pm. Watch for more details.

REGISTER WITH THE PARISH OFICE: We find that many
young adults who have been members of the parish all their lives

g( mﬂ CM do not re-register themselves when they move out on their own. A
! any, full of grace. simple phone call to the parish office at 815-844-7683 is all it
takes to properly register you new household. Please call!
Our ccfﬁ'u{/ is with thee

Blessed art thou among women, and
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, g&u&
Foly Masy, Mithosof G

pray for us sinners, now

and at the hour of our death.

Amen
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS
PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE i Seven days a week, 24 hours a
HOLY FATHER FOR OCTOBER gl day! Catholic Spirit Radio broad-
For collaboration between different religious traditions: Let us SPIRIT casts EWTN and local program-
pray that believers in different religious traditions might work to- 883 ing for you! It’s lively, entertain-
gether to defend and promote peace, justice, and human fraternity. FM ing, and informative. We would
like to thank the following local

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 5, 2025 RADIO ~ [businesses for underwriting the
Sunday Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time NETWORS 29 v fefforts of Catholic Spirit Radio:

Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; 2 ights of Columbus Council

Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10 #854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons-Sullivan Realty.
Monday Jon 1:1-2:1-2, 11; Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8; Lk 10:25-37 ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:
Tuesday Our Lady of the Rosary Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm

Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8; Lk 10:38-42 ~ MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM
Wednesday Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4 . . .
Thursday Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 11:5-13 ROSARY & SONGS: Catholic Spirit Radio, 88.3
Friday JI1:13-15; 2: 1-2; Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9; FM, invites cveryone for an Outdoor Rosary & Song

Lk 11:15-26 Event on Tuesday, October 7th which is the Feast of
Saturday J14:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12, Lk 11:27-28 Our Lady of the Rosary. This feast commemorates
Sunday Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time Mary’s intercession which is attributed to the victory of

2 Kgs 5:14-17; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4; 2 Tm 2:8-13;
Lk 17:11-19

“All
LIFE has
inestimable
value, even the
weakest and most
vulnerable, the sick,
the old, the unborn and
the poor are masterpieces
of God’s creation.”

Pope Francis

the Holy League in 1571 after the troops prayed the Ro-
sary. The event parking lot opens at 6 PM with refresh-
ments, fellowship, and tours of the radio station. The
Rosary begins at 7PM with Marian songs interspersed
throughout the prayers. Bring your rosary, lawn chair,
family, and friends to 108 Boeykens Place in Normal.
Let’s pray and sing for Mary’s intercession for peace
and to unite our nation under God.

SN ONLINE
W7 GIVING

St. Mary's Parish is now offering Online Giving.

Online Giving can be used to give to:
¢ Sunday Offering
* School Collection
* Food Pantry
* Building Maintenance Fund
* Memorials/Gifts
¢ School Annual Fund
* Scholarships

Start giving online today!

1. Visit our website at www.stmaryspontiac.org and click
on the online giving link.

2. Create an account.

3. Schedule your gift. Gifts given via checking or savings
account have no service charge. Debit and credit card
gifts will be assessed a 3% fee.

Please prayerfully consider giving online. If you have any
questions, contact the parish office at 815-844-7683.
Online Giving is provided by Our Sunday Visitor, a
Catholic not-for-profit organization serving parishes for
more than 100 years.
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PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR

We ask everyone to-pray for specific chuwch and school families each weekdaoy.
A list will be published here inthe bulletiny and in the newsletter yow receive in the mail.
Please remember these foumilies inv your prayers each day for them to-grow in their faitivthis year.

Mon Oct 6 Cindy Baker Family, Joe & Mary Baker Family

Tues Oct 7 Mike & Jane Barr Family, Mary Barrett Family

Wed Oct 8 Joe Bartnik Family, Amber Bartolo Family

Thurs Oct 9 Ed & Andrea Bartolotta Family, Barbara Barton Family

Fri Oct 10 Tim & Virginia Bassett Family, Jennifer Bauknecht Family
Mon Oct 13 Rachel Bauman Family, Frances Becker Family

Tues Oct 14 Amy Bednar Family, Jim & Pat Bednar Family

Wed Oct 15 Peter Beebe Family, John Beller Family

Thurs Oct 16 Betty Benedino Family, Linda Benedino Family

Fri Oct 17 Marilyn Benedino Family, Pete & Shelly Benning Family

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY!

TIRES » ALIGNMENTS « BRAKES « AIR CONDITIONING - TUNE-UPS
CUSTOM EXHAUST « LUBRICATION « SHOCKS » STRUTS 4 9920) N Ladd - Pontiac

FARM TIRE SERVICE « COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS .
) (815) 844-5727

Lewcomnaoio e N PFAFF STAMPS
Blﬂyn“s TIRE & AUTO CARE  TIRE & AUTO INC. BODY SHOR LLC

Robert &
Sharri Pfaff,

Parishioners

815—844—2525“ et - ; e CaillhOIicma‘tChE

L

Ba“quet Room 360S. Deerfield- I.!_;.‘-:--_I;ia_l‘;Tireand;:to.;:;m i .
Rt 116 West llinois @
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CatholicMatch.com/golL \
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FAMILY RESTAURANT

PSS BREAKFAST
\ T /' LUNCH
7 ?ON IAC ', DINNER
T '/ COCKTAILS
_)%22(_ 7 FAMILY KITCHEN ¢
Lé_éj 904 CUSTER AVENUE
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e T’ UPTO 80
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“We Treat You Right”

815-842-0360
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Gray's Garage

*HEAVY DUTY SERVICE*PARTS*TOWING»

\III
il
14437 E 2000 North Rd. * Pontiac IL 61764

815-844-6163

www.graysgarage.net

9
’”9 Bank of Pontiac
Z/ T

Bloomington * Coal Cify = Delavan = Dwight * Fairbury
Forrest = Melvin = Minier = Odell * Paxion = Piper Cily = Pontiac

Toll FREE 855-844-6151 | www.bankofpontiac.com

Member FDIC
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e
32 F&

PONTIAC
DAIRY QUEEN

Frmte
LYONS:SULLIVAN

Yy

Terry Sullivan,
Designated
Managing Broker

815-842-1400
321 W. Madison St.

www.LyonsSullivanRealty.com

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

DRISCOLL

601 S Newport Rd, Pontiac e 1-815-842-1143 or

1-800-851-7605

Driscollmotors.com

Service e Sales o Parts e Detailing

. p’lll” g€

JOHN DEERE f TRACTOR
Your local and reliable Full Service lohn Deere Dealer!
805 E Howard 5t.

Pontiac, IL 61764
815-842-1149

quley‘:‘] FAMILY DENTAL

Dr. Ryan Carley | Dr. Natalie Carley
cfdental@frontier.com

815.844.5200
1521 W. Reynolds St » Pontiac, IL

EVENGLOW

1 L
y J1fpo

New Assisted Living Facility
Contact us today for more information about a tour or our

Luncheon Learn date!

815.844.6131 12001y

Longest serving senior care organization in Livington County with the newest Assisted
Living Facility. Single Studia Rooms to spacious 1-Bedroom Units, Memary Care
and Skilled Care Facility,

englow Ln, Pontiac

“Ask a Knight what you can do
for the Paﬂsh i
Pontiac

Smiths

Plumbing, Heating & A/C
DAN = STEVE
smithsplumbingandheatingil.com
822 East Howard St. - 815-844-7868

KNIGHTS

OF COLUMBUS

Grand Knight: Nlck Ehrgott

(217) 248-0455
REV. ROBERT RAYSON
www.facebook.com/kofe854Pontiac li

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

ADVERTISE

HERE

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

Greg Kurtenbach
State Farm Agent

800-284-8343
9GIBSON CITY

9 FAIRBURY
¥ PONTIAC

StateFarm

Mexican- Breakfast - American
DINE-IN OR DELIVERY

Only Delivered to Pontiac, llinois

DAILY SPECIALS

Visit us on Facebook

FAMI]_Y HESTAUHAHT

SEAVING AMERICAN & MEXICAN FOOD
(815) 844-2755 /107 E MADISON ST.
PONTIAG, ILLINOIS

April Paprocki ~ 612-867-9831
apaprocki@diocesan.com

+ Diagnostic Testing for
Pediatrics thru Geriatrics

+ Hearing Aid Services

+ Custom-made Earplugs

31085 E. 2800 North Rd. » Dwight
Call for an appomtmenr 815.941.4700

p STLLLAM 3
¢ JpERTRAN,
1™ ATTORNEY » LAW

When was the last
time you had your :
hearing checked? bill@whbltdpc.com

318 North Mill 5t.  Pontiac, IL

815-842-1100

TH
At Dot
Exrmorchncng Senior Living

WE ACCEPT MEDICAID | 815.844.6300
thepoin’featponﬁaccom
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