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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 
PASTOR:  Rev. Rober t Rayson, V.F. 
 frrayson@gmail.com 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:  Fr . John Bazimenyera 
 bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. George Wagner   815-848-3147   
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELIZATION COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   5:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday   7:00 am 
Tuesday  5:30 pm 
Thursday   8:15 am when school is in session 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:30-6:50 am 
Tuesday  5:00-5:25 pm   
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 
ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $7,807.75 
 

Building Maintenance Fund Collection was $3,361.00. 
 
School Collection:  Next weekend. 
 
THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.  We 
now offer Online Giving through our website.  Check it out at 
www.stmaryspontiac.org  
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Saturday, September 27 (St. Vincent de Paul)  
 5:00 p.m. Arnold & Lillian Grebner   
Sunday, September 28 (26th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parishes 
 9:30 a.m. Jose Gonzales 
Monday, September 29 (Sts. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael,  
    Archangels) 
 7:00 a.m. Mary Anne Arnolts 
Tuesday, September 30 (St. Jerome) 
 5:30 p.m. Kevin Fogarty 
Wednesday, October 1 (St. Therese of the Child Jesus) 
 7:00 a.m. Harold Cotter  
Thursday, October 2 (The Holy Guardian Angels) 
 8:15 a.m. 2nd ann Patricia Ochs 
Friday, October 3 
 7:00 a.m. Mary Landrus   
Saturday, October 4  (St. Francis of Assisi) 
 8:00 a.m. Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish 
 5:00 p.m. Mike Loughran   
Sunday, October 5 (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parishes 
 9:30 a.m. 17th ann Betty Murphy 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm.  On Tuesday, 
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm.  If you would like 
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please 
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 
815-844-7683.         
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class 
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. 
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance 
to reserve your spot to help us prepare.  *Do not select godparents 
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered. 
 
MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every 
Wednesday at 11:30am.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:  Mass will be offered at                             
Evenglow on Friday, October  3 at 10am. 
 
MASS FOR FALLEN AWAY CATHOLICS:  Every Fir st Sat-
urday of the month, we offer a Mass at 8am for all the fallen away 
Catholics from our parish and families.  A rosary is prayed at 
7:30am prior to Mass.  Please join us on Saturday, October 4. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR Anne Johnson (sister  of Paula Corr igan 
& Claire Mays) and former parishioner Joe Mansour, R.I.P.  Our 
sympathy to their families and friends. 
 
USHERS & GREETERS NEEDED FOR ALL WEEKEND 
MASSES:  You might have noticed that many of our  volunteers 
are assisting month after month.  We could use some additional 
volunteers to give these people a much needed break.  If you can 
help, please contact Bryan Schweigert at 815-867-0958 or email  
orangeman1993@yahoo.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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BLESSING OF THE PETS: In
honor of the upcoming Feast Day of
St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of
pets, Fr. Rayson will offer a Bless-
ing of all pets on Thursday, October
2 at 2:45pm in the school parking
lot. All pets must be on a leash or
in a cage/carrier.

APOLOGETICS STUDY: Have you ever been asked
questions about your Catholic faith and didn’t know how
to answer? Apologetics means giving a reasonable expla-
nation for your faith. It means we charitably explain and
defend Catholic doctrine using scripture, history, and com-
mon sense. In the words of Saint Peter: “Always be ready
to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason
for your hope, but do it with gentleness and reverence” (1
Peter 3:15-16). This study will cover topics such as the
Eucharist, Marian doctrine, confession, and purgatory.
The study will run for eight weeks starting Thursday, Oc-
tober 9 at 7pm. in the Rosary Room. Cost is $15 per
person for the resource book and study guide. To register,
please contact the parish office at 815-844-7683, or Mike
Capek at 563-542-7740 or mikecapek775@gmail.com

ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP: All students in Grades 8
through high school Seniors are invited and encouraged to join us
on Sunday, September 28 from 6-8pm in the par ish offices for
some time in fellowship, faith and fun. The next gathering will be
Sunday, October 5 from 10:45am to 12noon.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus
through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use
the back door.

CCD REGISTRATION: If you have children in Grades K-8
who attend public school, then you will want to sign-up for Reli-
gious (CCD) classes. Classes have begun and are held on Sundays
from 7:45-9:15am. New registrations welcome! To register ,
please contact Angela Mote at 815-822-0077

LECTORS FOR OCTOBER
5:00pm Phyllis Moritz
7:00am Brenda Matuszewski
9:30am Jim & Nanette Marx

EXTRA ORDINARY MINISTERS FOR OCTOBER
Scheduling is handled through Sign-Up Genius.
If you are a Eucharistic Minister and do not have

access to Sign-Up Genius, please contact Cece White.
GREETERS & USHERS FOR OCTOBER

5:00pm Pat Hepperly, Joanne Coriell, Mike Linskey, Jim Sporrer,
Mike VanSickle

7:00am Susan Schweigert, Bob Fox, Jeff & Kenzie Meister, Chad
Trachsel

9:30am Margo Law, Linda Rhodes, Joe & Mary Baker, Doug &
Linda Zick
SANCTUARY CLEANERS FOR OCTOBER

Brenda Shaughnessy, Bernie Brown, Katie Wille, Harriet Hughes

A NIGHT OF PRAYERS AND SONGS
Wednesday, October 1
at 6:30pm in church

This is a praise and worship hour filled with litany prayers,
hymns, Psalms, and a reflection. Come! Sing, pray, and be
inspired as we offer this evening to Jesus and Mary. Non-
Catholics are welcome, so bring a friend and come.

Our congratulations to the following students who will be
confirmed this Sunday, September 28 at a special 12noon Mass.

Cecilia Alsdorf Jacob Lauritsen
Chase Carley Christopher Legner
Daxell Collins Noah Logan
Bailey Cox Jack MacZura
Alejandro Daily Amelia Maier
Dylan Delheimer Callum Masching
Clara Drilling Leo Matthews
Flynn Eggleston Maximus McDermott
Ava Faber Madelynne Mikeworth
Adrian Gill McKinlee Morgan
Bianca Gill Sara Murphy
Reid Gray Zain Pierce
Bryson Hall Samantha Salinas
Jacksen Harmon Johnathon Sancken
Charlee Hart Tallon Simmons
Dominik Herkert Luke Swartz
Evelyn Hinz Nora Sweitzer
Ryann Krenz Barrett Tissiere

COFFEE & DONUTS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5
AFTER 9:30 MASS IN

THE OLD SCHOOL GYM
Come one, come all, for a time of
fellowship with parishioners young
and old. We hope you will join us!

PPUUBBLLIICC SSQQUUAARREE
RROOSSAARRYY CCRRUUSSAADDEE

This year’s event will be held on Satur-
day, October 11 at 12:00 noon on the

front steps of our church. The Legion of Mary invites you to
join them. Bring a lawn chair if needed. 20,000 outdoor ro-
sary rallies are planned around the country on this day to
bombard heaven with our prayers and petitions.

View this bulletin online at www.Discov
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The 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal is now underway in our parish.  Thank you to all 
who have already pledged to the appeal. Your generosity helps give food to the 
hungry, training to our seminarians, and gives support to our parish in preparing 
couples for Holy Matrimony.  No gift is too small, and our parish is trying to reach 
100% participation.  If you have not given yet, please consider filling out a pledge 
card today and mail it to the Diocese or drop it in the collection basket.  Additional 
pledge cards are in the pews. Our goal this year is $100,507.  Every dollar raised 
over our goal will be returned to our parish. 

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Eucharist is the most intimate way in which Jesus Christ is present to 
us, because He himself is the sacrament. He is fully present in the Eucha-
rist.  Every time we participate in the celebration of the Eucharist, we re-
new our belief in the truth that Christ gave his very life for each one of us. 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: 
COACH PAUL 

Today’s reading from First Timothy sounds almost like a coach getting his team ready for the big game.  This coach 
has much higher goals than a home run or a touchdown. Instead of pursuing a league championship, he seeks faith, love, 
patience, and gentleness.  How about us?  Are we in the game or on the sidelines?  Let’s look at what Coach Paul is talking 
about. 

We strive for faith when we see it as not just believing that God exists or that Jesus is God’s Son.  Faith is a relation-
ship with the Lord in which we imitate Jesus’ outlook on life, his teachings, his love of God.  We struggle with his commands 
to love our enemies, to turn the other cheek, to forgive all wrongs, and to take up our cross each day.  As Paul would say, 
we are “competing well for the faith.” 

We pursue love by listening to the Gospel, in which Jesus tells the parable of the rich man who was only concerned 
with his own comfort.  Jesus says that if we truly understood the prophets, such as our first reading from Amos, we would not 
spend all our energy and wealth on ourselves.  We may find that love for our family is much easier than love for strangers or 
the homeless, but Jesus never said that love would be easy. 

As we learn to let go of our need to have everything go our way, we become more patient with people who disagree 
with us, or with frustrations and problems.  We learn to see God in our setbacks as well as in our successes.  Striving to see 
Jesus in everyone, we can become more patient with them.  They will begin to see Jesus in us as our devotion to him grows. 
Experiencing the Lord is the championship we want. 

VOLUNTEER GRANTS & MATCHING GIFTS 
AVAILABLE:  Do you or  a family member  work for  
Caterpillar or State Farm?  Employees of Caterpillar and 
State Farm are eligible to participate in a volunteer ser-
vice match program.  For every 10 hours of volunteer-
ism at St. Mary's School, the Caterpillar Foundation will 
give a $100 grant to the school.  For every 40 hours vol-
unteered at SMS, State Farm will give $500 to SMS.  Per-
haps you work for one of these companies and volunteer 
at the concession stand. Or maybe a grandparent is em-
ployed at Cat or State Farm and helps in the lunchroom or 
library. Additionally, State Farm, Caterpillar and Exelon 
have a matching gifts program for donations made to St. 
Mary's School.  For more information, contact Danielle 
Gill at gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org.  Thank you. 
 
REGISTER WITH THE PARISH OFICE:  We find 
that many young adults who have been members of the 
parish all their lives do not re-register themselves when 
they move out on their own.  A simple phone call to the 
parish office at 815-844-7683 is all it takes to properly 
register you new household.  Please call! 
 
BOOK BORROWING LIBRARY has been set up in 
the back vestibule of the church by the Legion of Mary 
for all to use.  On the honor system, you may take home 
and enjoy books, CDs, DVDs, cassette tapes and videos 
to assist in your spiritual growth. 

PART-TIME  
CUSTODIAN NEEDED   

St. Mary’s Parish is looking to 
hire an able-bodied individual to 
serve as a part-time custodian for 
St. Mary’s School. Qualifications 
for this position include: striving 
to live a Christian life - be prac-
ticing the faith if Catholic, if not 
Catholic, have a respect for the Catholic Church and be com-
fortable working in a Catholic environment, possessing 
knowledge, skills, and experience in handling janitorial 
equipment and basic maintenance tools; assisting the head 
custodian in duties/projects as needed; maintaining security 
of buildings, equipment, and tools.  Duties would be cleaning 
of classrooms, hallways, gym following games, offices, pre-
K area, and the parish hall, setting up and taking down of 
tables and chairs as needed, making sure all lights are out and 
doors are locked, and collecting trash or anything else deter-
mined by the maintenance director.  Hours would be late af-
ternoon/early evening.  If interested, please send a resume 
and 2 letters of recommendation to:  St. Mary’s School, Mrs. 
Karen Jones, 414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
 
OUR THANKS to Jennifer  Hilderbran for  her  service to 
St. Mary's as our evening custodian. She will be missed, and 
prayers are with her as she faces challenging health issues.  

View this bulletin online at www.Discov
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR OCTOBER  

For collaboration between different religious traditions:  Let us 
pray that believers in different religious traditions might work to-
gether to defend and promote peace, justice, and human fraternity.  
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 28, 2025 
SSuunnddaayy  TTwweennttyy--SSiixxtthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; 1 Tm 6:11-16; 
 Lk 16:19-31 
MMoonnddaayy  SSttss..  MMiicchhaaeell,,  GGaabbrriieell  aanndd  RRaapphhaaeell,,  AArrcchhaannggeellss  
  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Ps 138:1-2ab, 
 2cde-3, 4-5; Jn 1:47-51 
TTuueessddaayy  SStt..  JJeerroommee  
  Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 9:51-56 
WWeeddnneessddaayy  SStt..  TThhéérrèèssee  ooff  tthhee  CChhiilldd  JJeessuuss  
  Neh 2:1-8; Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Lk 9:57-62  
TThhuurrssddaayy HHoollyy  GGuuaarrddiiaann  AAnnggeellss      Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12;  
 Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 18:1-5, 10  
FFrriiddaayy    Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9; Lk 10:13-16  
SSaattuurrddaayy    SStt..  FFrraanncciiss  ooff  AAssssiissii      Bar 4:5-12, 27-29;  
  Ps 69:33-35, 36-37; Lk 10:17-24  
SSuunnddaayy  TTwweennttyy--SSeevveenntthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; 2 Tm 1:6-8, 
 13-14; Lk 17:5-10 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day!  Catholic Spirit Radio broad-
casts EWTN and local program-
ming for you! It’s lively, entertain-
ing, and informative.  We would 
like to thank the following local 
businesses for underwriting the 
efforts of Catholic Spirit Radio:  
Knights of Columbus Council 

#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons-Sullivan Realty.      
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:   
 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  
 
ROSARY & SONGS:  Catholic Spirit Radio, 88.3 
FM, invites everyone for an Outdoor Rosary & Song 
Event on Tuesday, October 7th which is the Feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary.  This feast commemorates 
Mary’s intercession which is attributed to the victory of 
the Holy League in 1571 after the troops prayed the Ro-
sary.  The event parking lot opens at 6 PM with refresh-
ments, fellowship, and tours of the radio station.  The 
Rosary begins at 7PM with Marian songs interspersed 
throughout the prayers.  Bring your rosary, lawn chair, 
family, and friends to 108 Boeykens Place in Normal. 
Let’s pray and sing for Mary’s intercession for peace 
and to unite our nation under God. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  OOUURR  CCHHUURRCCHH  &&  SSCCHHOOOOLL  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  TTHHIISS  YYEEAARR  
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 
A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   
 

Mon Sept 29  Emilio & Carmen Araujo-Torres Family,  
    Frank & Kathy Arbogast Family 
Tues Sept 30  Bob & Nancy Arbogast Family, Mike & Theresa Arduini Family 
Wed Oct 1  Tracy Arduini Family, Mike & Jennifer Armstrong Family 
Thurs Oct 2  Frank & Carol Arnolts Family, Joyce Ashcraft Family 
Fri Oct 3  Kyle & Amanda Bachman Family, Joan Baier Family 
Mon Oct 6  Cindy Baker Family, Joe & Mary Baker Family 
Tues Oct 7  Mike & Jane Barr Family, Mary Barrett Family 
Wed Oct 8  Joe Bartnik Family, Amber Bartolo Family 
Thurs Oct 9  Ed & Andrea Bartolotta Family, Barbara Barton Family 
Fri Oct 10  Tim & Virginia Bassett Family, Jennifer Bauknecht Family 
 

MMAAYY  GGOODD  BBLLEESSSS  AALLLL  OOUURR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  EEVVEERRYY  DDAAYY!!  

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
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View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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