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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764
Phone: 815-844-7683 Fax: 815-842-4345
Parish & School Website: www.stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac

PASTOR: Rev. Robert Rayson, V.F.
frrayson@gmail.com

PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr.John Bazimenyera
bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com

PERMANENT DEACONS:
Dcn. Ray White deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org
Decn. Jim Wallace servant518@outlook.com
Dcn. George Wagner 815-848-3147

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER: Patti Zehr
zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR: Danielle Gill
gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org

EVANGELIZATION COORDINATOR: Margo Law
law.margo(@stmaryspontiac.org

MUSIC DIRECTORS: Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day

MASS TIMES:

Saturday 5:00 pm Sunday 7:00 am & 9:30 am
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 7:00 am

Tuesday 5:30 pm

Thursday 8:15 am when school is in session

CONFESSION TIMES:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 6:30-6:50 am
Tuesday 5:00-5:25 pm

Wednesday 12 noon —1:00 pm

Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:

414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764

Phone: 815-844-6585

Principal: Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s School Instagram: stmaryspontiac

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY: 401 E. Water St. Open to
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663)

STEWARDSHIP
Collection last Sunday: $9,738.75

Building Maintenance Fund Collection: This weekend.

THANK YOU to those who regularly support [m]{¥E®
our parish. We now offer Online Giving through -™Es&
our website. Check it out at =N
www.stmaryspontiac.org or use this QR code.

% CMass Intentions

Saturday, September 20 (Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul
Chong Ha-sang & companions)

5:00 p.m.  Richard Hatzer
Sunday, September 21 (25th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.m.  Parishes
9:30 a.m.  Joan Crowley
Monday, September 22
7:00 aam.  Penny Pelham
Tuesday, September 23 (St. Pius of Pietrelcina)
5:30 p.m.  Art Schilling
Wednesday, September 24
7:00 a.m.  4th ann Bob Harty
Thursday, September 25
8:15am.  Joe & Geane Green

Friday, September 26 (Sts. Cosmas & Damian)
7:00 a.m.  Bob Trainor
Saturday, September 27 (St. Vincent de Paul)

5:00 p.m.  Arnold & Lillian Grebner

Sunday, September 28 (26th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.am.  Parishes
9:30 a.m.  Jose Gonzales

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: The Adoration Chapel is
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm. On Tuesday,
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm. If you would like
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at
815-844-7683.

BAPTISM PREP CLASS: Ifyou are looking to have your first
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm.
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance
to reserve your spot to help us prepare. *Do not select godparents
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered.

FATHER DAVID ROCHE has recently moved to Evenglow
Assisted Living, 1200 Evenglow Lane, Room 101.

MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every
Wednesday at 11:30am. All are welcome to attend.

MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME: Mass will be offered at
Accolade Health Center on Friday, September 26 at 9:30am.

PLEASE PRAY FOR parishioner Wayne Germain, and Thom-
as Bull (father of Susan Legner), R.I.LP. Our sympathy to their fam-
ilies and friends.

USHERS & GREETERS NEEDED FOR ALL
WEEKEND MASSES: You might have noticed that
many of our volunteers are assisting month after month.
We could use some additional volunteers to give these
people a much needed break. If you can help, please
contact Bryan Schweigert at 815-867-0958 or email
orangeman1993@yahoo.com
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ST. JOHN EXTENDED, a six-week Bible Study, will
begin Tuesday, September 23 at 6:30pm in the Rosary
Room. We will be discussing this beautiful Gospel

and visualizing some of the images presented in the
Gospel of St. John. Call the parish office at 815-844-
7683 to sign up, and be sure to bring your Bible.

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, September 25 from 9am to 12:30pm in the parish
hall.

ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP: All students in Grades 8
through high school Seniors are invited and encouraged to join us
on Sunday, September 21 from 10:45am to 12 noon in the parish
offices for some time in fellowship, faith and fun. The next gather-
ing will be Sunday, September 28 from 6-8pm.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the world about Jesus
through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use
the back door.

CCD REGISTRATION: If you have children in Grades K-8
who attend public school, then you will want to sign-up for Reli-
gious (CCD) classes. Classes have begun and are held on Sundays
from 7:45-9:15am. New registrations welcome! To register,
please contact Angela Mote at 815-822-0077

BLESSING OF THE PETS: In
honor of the upcoming Feast Day of
' St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of
pets, Fr. Rayson will offer a Bless-
ing of all pets on Thursday, October
2 at 2:50pm in the school parking

B[QQQlﬂgO{' e Q{g lot. All pets must be on a leash or

in a cage/carrier.

VOLUNTEER GRANTS & MATCHING GIFTS AVAILA-
BLE: Do you or a family member work for Caterpillar or
State Farm? Employees of Caterpillar and State Farm are eligible
to participate in a volunteer service match program. For every 10
hours of volunteerism at St. Mary's School, the Caterpillar Founda-
tion will give a $100 grant to the school. For every 40 hours vol-
unteered at SMS, State Farm will give $500 to SMS. Perhaps you
work for one of these companies and volunteer at the concession
stand. Or maybe a grandparent is employed at Cat or State Farm
and helps in the lunchroom or library. Additionally, State Farm,
Caterpillar and Exelon have a matching gifts program for donations
made to St. Mary's School. For more information, contact Danielle
Gill at gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org. Thank you.

A NIGHT OF PRAYERS AND SONGS
Wednesday, October 1
at 6:30pm in church

This is a praise and worship hour filled with litany prayers,
hymns, Psalms, and a reflection. Come! Sing, pray, and be
inspired as we offer this evening to Jesus and Mary. Non-
Catholics are welcome, so bring a friend and come. Wine and
cheese afterwards.

PART-TIME .
CUSTODIAN
NEEDED
St. Mary’s Parish is looking to hire W afze
an able-bodied individual to serve e
as a part-time custodian for St. ﬁ
Mary’s School. Qualifications for
this position include: striving to live

a Christian life - be practicing the

faith if Catholic, if not Catholic,

have a respect for the Catholic Church and be comfortable working
in a Catholic environment, possessing knowledge, skills, and expe-
rience in handling janitorial equipment and basic maintenance
tools; assisting the head custodian in duties/projects as needed;
maintaining security of buildings, equipment, and tools. Duties
would be cleaning of classrooms, hallways, gym following games,
offices, pre-K area, and the parish hall, setting up and taking down
of tables and chairs as needed, making sure all lights are out and
doors are locked, and collecting trash or anything else determined
by the maintenance director. Hours would be late afternoon/early
evening. If interested, please send a resume and 2 letters of recom-
mendation to: St. Mary’s School, Mrs. Karen Jones, 414 N. Main
St., Pontiac, IL 61764

BE A BULLETIN SUPPORTER! We are fortunate to have so
many bulletin sponsors to defray the publishing costs of this bulle-
tin and our parish newsletter. There are still some spaces available.
If you own a business or you work for a business that is not cur-
rently advertising in our bulletin, please consider placing an ad.
This can be done anytime by contacting April at 612-867-9831
or shoone@diocesan.com.

REGISTER WITH THE PARISH OFICE: We find that many
young adults who have been members of the parish all their lives
do not re-register themselves when they move out on their own. A
simple phone call to the parish office at 815-844-7683 is all it takes
to properly register you new household. Please call!

BOOK BORROWING LIBRARY has been set up in the back
vestibule of the church by the Legion of Mary for all to use. On

the honor system, you may take home and enjoy books, CDs,
DVDs, cassette tapes and videos to assist in your spiritual growth.

YOU cab n Si
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2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal

Proclaiming Chuist Gesterday, Today, Forcver
- |

Forming Our Children
Gowoshould, ({otlow the Good, Sheperd,

bcwwo‘}/bwiuwcqfvrgdgm"

- Leo, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Student

By supporting the Annual Diocesan Appeal, you are helping
ensure that the next generation is formed in faith, surrounded
by communities that nurture their gifts and guide them toward
Christ. Together, we are preparing young hearts to carry the
light of Christ into tomorrow—and far beyond.

N
Catholic Diocese of Peoria
Give online at www.cdop.org/ada or Scan the QR Code

The 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal is now underway in our parish. Thank you to all who
have already pledged to the appeal. Your generosity helps give food to the hungry, train-
ing to our seminarians, and give support to parishes. The ADA helps parishes support
programs for forming children like Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, which our parish
greatly benefits from. Leo, pictured above, is one of our students. No gift is too small,
and our parish is trying to reach 100% participation. If you have not given yet, please
consider filling out a pledge card today and mail it to the Diocese or drop it in the collec-
tion basket. Additional pledge cards are in the pews. Our goal this year is $100,507.
Every dollar raised over our goal will be returned to our parish.
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST

"Since Jesus Christ, the Divine Word, says: 'This is My body', let us believe His
words and give our assent to them; let us behold His body with the eyes of our
mind, for Christ does not show Himself to us in a sensible way, but under sensible
& things He gives us all that is intelligible (in other words, that we can perceive with
our mind only). He has acted in like manner in baptism, for therein He bestows a
gift through a sensible thing, that is, water; by means of the water there is effected something in-
telligible, the spiritual regeneration and renovation. For, if thou were incorporeal (that is, hadst not
a body), He would have given thee purely incorporeal gifts; but, since in thee thy soul dwells in
thy body, He gives thee intelligible things in a sensible (or material) envelope. How many among
you now say: 'Oh, if I could only behold His form, His features, His clothing, His shoes!' Behold
now thou see Him, thou touch Him, thou eat Him! And thou desire indeed to see His garments;
and He grants thee not only to see Him, but also to eat Him, to touch Him, to receive Him within
thee." ~Saint John Chrysostom on the Real Presence

TWENTY-FIFTH
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME:
THE CLEVER CROOK

The parable in today’s the Gospel
has a crooked steward who is commended by
A o 4 his master for being prudent, or clever, trying
g to protect himself. Jesus wanted us to be just
J as clever in serving the Lord. Let’s look at the
first two readings and how they challenge us
to do more.
The reading from Amos talks about
! those “who trample upon the needy and de-
; . stroy the poor” (Amos 8:4). The challenge
N\ r A _ here is to ask yourself, “What do | do for the
& f - poor?” Most parishes have organizations to
- help the needy and are happy to get volun-
teers. Do you ever think of praying for the
poor?

Speaking of prayer, our second read-
ing also challenges us to do more. Paul rec-
ommends prayers for “kings and for all in au-
thority” (1 Timothy 2:2). It's easy to pray for
friends and family; how much time do we give
to prayers for government leaders and execu-
tives? Paul reminds us that God wants every-

(3 one to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4), sinners as
/arents are truly

well as saints, terrorists and embezzlers,
atheists and agnostics. I'll bet you don’t spend
the primary catechists of their children. much time praying for the “bad guys.” Yet
Jesus said, “Love your enemies. Pray for
They prepare the soil and plant the first seeds of faith. On Catechetical Sunday, we not only those who hurt YOU” (Matthew 544) I can’t
highlight the work of catechists in parishes and schools, but we also commend parents and say I've ever heard anyone say that was their
guardians and encourage them to take seriously their role of making their Catholic i P H
households a place where faith is passed on to the next generation. favorite Bible PRl But I.f Jesus expects
more from those who love him, who are we to
let him down?
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE Seven days a week, 24 hours a
HOLY FATHER FOR SEPTEMBER S%HI'CECIT day! Catholic Spirit Radio broad-

For our relationship with all of creation: Let us pray that, in-
spired by Saint Francis, we might experience our interdependence
with all creatures who are loved by God and worthy of love and
respect.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 21, 2025

Sunday Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8;
Lk 16:1-13
Monday Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6;
Lk 8:16-18
Tuesday St. Pius of Pietrelcina Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20;
Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday Ezr 9:5-9; Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6
Thursday Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Lk 9:7-9
Friday Hg 2:1-9; Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4; Lk 9:18-22
Saturday St. Vincent de Paul Zec 2:5-9, 14-153;
Jer 31:10, 11-12ab,13; Lk 9:43b-45
Sunday Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; 1 Tm 6:11-16;
Lk 16:19-31

casts EWTN and local program-
ing for you! It’s lively, entertain-
ing, and informative. We would
like to thank the following local
RADIO [businesses for underwriting the
NETWORK iz imsni Jefforts of Catholic Spirit Radio:
ights of Columbus Council
#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons-Sullivan Realty.
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:
Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM

FM

BIBLE STUDY AT HOME: Ifyou were unable to participate
in either of the two summer bible study groups currently taking
place in our parish, please consider an alternative with either or
both of the New Testament-inspired books by parishioner Dave
Mishur. The Jesus Diary chronicles the life of Christ through a
selection of Gospel events narrated by an anonymous observer. The
nativity, mission, passion, death and resurrection of Jesus are cov-
ered with respect and theological accuracy. The Big Tent extends
the narrative after the resurrection, highlighting the role of the
Apostles as they obey Christ's command to teach all nations. Pente-
cost and the conversion of St. Paul are brought to life by the same
anonymous observer. Paul's final voyage to Rome and dream se-
quence of the joys of heaven bring the book to a positive and uplift-
ing conclusion. Each chapter in both books is introduced by a
scriptural reference for further reading and meditation. Dave has a
few books available for sale or they can be ordered on Amazon or
many other sites. You may Google "dave mishur" for more info.

= ONLINE
GIVING

St. Mary's Parish is now offering Online Giving.

l'.‘i

Online Giving can be used to give to:
= Sunday Offering
* School Collection
Food Pantry
Building Maintenance Fund
Memorials/Gifts
School Annual Fund
Scholarships

Start giving online today!

1. Visit our website at www.stmaryspontiac.org and click
on the online giving link.

2. Create an account.

3. Schedule your gift. Gifts given via checking or savings
account have no service charge. Debit and credit card
gifts will be assessed a 3% fee.

Please prayerfully consider giving online. If you have any
questions, contact the parish office at 815-844-7683.
Online Giving is provided by Our Sunday Visitor, a
Catholic not-for-profit organization serving parishes for
more than 100 years.
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PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR

We ask everyone to-pray for specific chuwch and school families each weekdaovy.

A list will be published here inthe bulletiny and in the newsletter yow receive in the mail.
Please remember these families inv your prayers each day for thew to-grow intheir faitihvthis year.

Mon Sept 22 Andy & Tricia Alsdorf Family, Debbie Alsdorf Family
Tues Sept 23 Sam & Lindie Alsdorf Family, Janet Ameday Family
Wed Sept 24 Jim & Denise Anderson Family, Janet Andres Family
Thurs Sept 25 Monte & Liby Andrews Family, Jason & Mary Anglin Family
Fri Sept 26 Josh Anglin Family, Carol Antolik Family
Mon Sept 29 Emilio & Carmen Araujo-Torres Family,
Frank & Kathy Arbogast Family
Tues Sept 30 Bob & Nancy Arbogast Family, Mike & Theresa Arduini Family
Wed Oct 1 Tracy Arduini Family, Mike & Jennifer Armstrong Family
Thurs Oct 2 Frank & Carol Arnolts Family, Joyce Ashcraft Family
Fri Oct 3 Kyle & Amanda Bachman Family, Joan Baier Family

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY!

PFAFF STAMPS

TIRES » ALIGNMENTS - BRAKES « AIR CONDITIONING « TUNE-UPS

FARM TIRE SERVICE - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

o Sharri Pfaff,
fﬂ"l“ﬂ Tl"“l"l Parishioners 1

815-844-2525

. j— // FAMILY KITCHEN ¢
66 \ 904 CUSTER AVENUE
815 844 3155

S iiiaiasa —

every week.

TIRE & AUTO INC. BODY SHOP, LLC

CUSTOM EXHAUST « LUBRICATION « SHOCKS « STRUTS £ s, 920 N Ladd - Pontiac

3 (815) 844-5727

BANQUET

Banquet Room 360S. Deerfleld Rd : -P;afanreandl;u..lto l:_o;n‘-. i .
R 116 West llinois @
815-844-5757
CatholicMatch.com/golL -

" BREAKFAST

YoNTIAc'“‘

LUNCH
DINNER
COCKTAILS

SEATING
UP TO 80

Get this bulletin '-'liﬁi IN LOVING
g w‘o emailed to you | MEMORY OF
74 s

. Russell Smith

Simply go (o EeTY;

State Bank www.DM.CHURCH/1252 [} e

fG t ﬂﬁ c%sTECLEMspL%

0 raymon ..Or scan wp [a] COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Offices in Chenoa, Graymont, 815.844.4424

Pontiac, & Saunemin _ \ — FREE ESTIMATES {3 A* Gerry& Kareg Miller
p— www.sbofgray.com FDISCOVERMASS _ | | wners
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brazier,

“We Treat You Right”

815-842-0360

‘ DAIRY QUEEN

.. ‘7' Watd
. —

Gray's Garage

*HEAVY DUTY SERVICE*PARTS*TOWING»

14437 E 2000 North Rd. - Pontiac IL 61764

815-844-6163

www.graysgarage.net

5/
[?{é Bank of Pontiac

Bloomington * Coal Cify = Delavan = Dwight * Fairbury
Forrest = Melvin = Minier = Odell * Paxion = Piper Cily = Pontiac

Toll FREE 855-844-6151 | www.bankofpontiac.com
Member FDIC

PONTIAC

802 N LADD ST.

—

G
LYONS:-SULLIVAN

T REALT

Terry Sullivan,
Designated
Managing Broker

815-842-1400
321 W. Madison St.

www.LyonsSullivanRealty.com

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

DRISCOLL

601 S Newport Rd, Pontiac e 1-815-842-1143 or

1-800-851-7605

Driscollmotors.com

Service » Sales o Parts e Detailing

(4
d g il g
JOHN DEERE TRACTOR
Your local and reliable Full Service lohn Deere Dealer!
805 E Howard St.
Pontiac, IL 61764
815-842-1149

Corley‘:‘] FAMILY DENTAL

Dr. Ryan Carley | Dr. Natalie Carley
cfdental@frontier.com

815.844.5200
1521 W. Reynolds St » Pontiac, IL

EVENGLOW

New Assisted Living Facility
Contact us l(’}{ld\- for more lnh}rumll{ln dl)uu{ a lour or our
Luncheon Learn date!

815.844.6131 1200 Even

Longest serving senior care organization in L|v||\g[un El)un[ymzh the newest Assisted
Living Facility. Single Studia Rooms to spacious 1-Bedroom Units, Memary Care
and Skilled Care Facility,

slow Ln, Pontiac

“Ask a Knight what you can do
for the Parish.”
Pontiac 2,

Smiths

Plumbing, Heating & A/C
DAN = STEVE
smithsplumbingandheatingil.com
822 East Howard St. - 815-844-7868

Council #854

7" www.KofC.org

KNIGHTS

OF COLUMBUS %

Grand Knight: lﬁick Ehrgott

(217) 248-0455
Fr. Joseph Baker, Chaplain
www.facebook.com/kofe854Pontiac li

Catholic Life Every.Day
www.myParishApp.com

myParish

+ Diagnostic Testing for
Pediatrics thru Geriatrics

+ Hearing Aid Services

+ Custom-made Earplugs

ADVERTISE

HERE

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

Greg Kurtenbach
State Farm Agent

800-284-8343
9GIBSON CITY

9 FAIRBURY
¥ PONTIAC

StateFarm

Mexican- Breakfast - American
DINE-IN OR DELIVERY

Only Delivered to Pontiac, llinois

DAILY SPECIALS

Visit us on Facebook

FAMI]_Y BESTA[]HANT

SEAVING AMERICAN & MEXICAN FOOD
(815) 844-2755 /107 E MADISON ST.
PONTIAG, ILLINOIS

April Paprocki ~ 612-867-9831
apaprocki@diocesan.com

31085 E. 2800 North Rd. « Dwight
Call for an appointment: 815.941.4700

|sERTRA
14:-&\‘\1!' ?TTOD?\};YMLAWM

When was the last
time you had your :
hearing checked? bill@whbltdpc.com

318 North Mill 5t.  Pontiac, IL

815-842-1100

POINTE.

C p#wzzfc(zc
Extmord.mcu‘g Senior Living

WE ACCEPT MEDICAID | 815.844.6300
thepointeatpontiaccom
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