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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 
PASTOR:  Rev. Rober t Rayson, V.F. 
 frrayson@gmail.com 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:  Fr . John Bazimenyera 
 bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. George Wagner   815-848-3147   
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELIZATION COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   5:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday   7:00 am 
Tuesday  5:30 pm 
Thursday   8:15 am when school is in session 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:30-6:50 am 
Tuesday  5:00-5:25 pm   
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 
ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $11,698.00 
 

School Collection:  This weekend. 
 
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection:  Next weekend. 
 
THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.  We 
now offer Online Giving through our website.  Check it out at 
stmaryspontiac.org  
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Saturday, September 6 
 8:00 a.m. Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish  
 5:00 p.m. 3rd ann John W. Schaefer   
Sunday, September 7 (Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parishes 
 9:30 a.m. Richard & Lorene Horaney 
Monday, September 8 (Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 
 7:00 a.m. Chuck Margherio 
Tuesday, September 9 (St. Peter Claver) 
 5:30 p.m. Charles Brady 
Wednesday, September 10 
 7:00 a.m. Ronnie Fogarty  
Thursday, September 11 
 8:15 a.m. Jeremy Hernandez 
Friday, September 12 (The Most Holy Name of Mary) 
 7:00 a.m. John Heenan & Shirley Stevens  
Saturday, September 13 (St. John Chrysostom)  
 5:00 p.m. Roselyn Renner   
Sunday, September 14 (The Exaltation of the Holy Cross) 
 7:00 a.m. Parishes 
 9:30 a.m. 7th ann Sharon Beller 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm.  On Tuesday, 
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm.  If you would like 
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please 
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 
815-844-7683.         
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class 
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. 
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance 
to reserve your spot to help us prepare.  *Do not select godparents 
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered. 
 
HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:  
We are short 11 bottles.  Please return bottles in the collection bas-
ket or to the parish office ASAP, even if they are empty.   
 
BE A BULLETIN SUPPORTER!  We are for tunate to have so 
many bulletin sponsors to defray the publishing costs of this bulle-
tin and our parish newsletter.  There are still some spaces available. 
If you own a business or you work for a business that is not cur-
rently advertising in our bulletin, please consider placing an ad. 
This can be done anytime by contacting April at 612-867-9831 
or sboone@diocesan.com. 
 
MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every 
Wednesday at 11:30am.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:  Mass will be offered at                           
Goldwater Healthcare on Friday, September  12 at 9:30am. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR par ishioner  Dolores Locke, and Nancy 
Russow (mother of David Russow, grandmother of Jackie Fry & 
Kate Harrold), R.I.P.  Our sympathy to their families and friends. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet 
Thursday, September 11 from 9am to 12:30pm in the par ish 
hall. 
 
CCD REGISTRATION:  If you have children in Grades K-8 
who attend public school, then you will want to sign-up for Reli-
gious (CCD) classes.  Classes will be held on Sundays from 7:45-
9:15am beginning September 7.  New registrations welcome!  
To register, please contact Angela Mote at 815-822-0077 
 
CCD TEACHERS NEEDED:  Adults committed to shar ing 
our Catholic Faith with public school students on Sunday mornings  
are invited to serve as CCD teachers.  Are you being called to be a 
disciple to our youth?  If interested or if you have any questions, 
please call Angela Mote at 815-822-0077 
 
ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP:  All students in Grades 8 
through high school Seniors are invited and encouraged to join us 
on Sunday, September 14 from 6-8pm in the par ish offices for  
some time in fellowship, faith and fun.  The next gathering will be 
Sunday, September 21 from 10:45am to 12 noon. 
 
ST. MARY’S WOMEN’S GUILD will meet Tuesday, Septem-
ber 16 at 6:30pm in the Rosary Room of the par ish hall.  All 
women of the parish are invited to attend.   
 
LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Please use 
the back door.    
 
SMS QUICK DRAW RAFFLE:  Quick Draw tickets to benefit 
St. Mary’s School are for sale.  Each $25 ticket enters you into 48 
drawings to win $50-250.  Please contact any school parent, the 
school office, or Julie Wenger, 815-252-5947, to purchase a ticket.   
 
REGISTER WITH THE PARISH OFICE:  We find that many 
young adults who have been members of the parish all their lives 
do not re-register themselves when they move out on their own.  A 
simple phone call to the parish office at 815-844-7683 is all it takes 
to properly register you new household.  Please call! 
 
BOOK BORROWING LIBRARY has been set up in the back 
vestibule of the church by the Legion of Mary for all to use.  On 
the honor system, you may take home and enjoy books, CDs, 
DVDs, cassette tapes and videos to assist in your spiritual growth. 
 
ANNUAL VERMILLION RIVER CLEANUP:  Saturday, Sep-
tember 20 from 8am to 12noon.  Volunteers and canoes are 
needed.  Free lunch provided after the cleanup.  If you can help or 
provide a canoe, please RSVP to Judy at 815-257-3729 or ju-
dy.campbell88@gmail.com or visit their website living-
stoncountyenvironmental.org.    

COFFEE & DONUTS 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

AFTER 9:30 MASS IN  
THE OLD SCHOOL GYM 

 

Come one, come all, for a time of  
fellowship with parishioners young  
and old.  We hope you will join us! 

PART-TIME  
CUSTODIAN  

NEEDED   
St. Mary’s Parish is looking 
to hire an able-bodied indi-
vidual to serve as a part-time 
custodian for St. Mary’s 
School. Qualifications for 
this position include: striving 
to live a Christian life - be 
practicing the faith if Catho-
lic, if not Catholic, have a 
respect for the Catholic Church and be comfortable working in a 
Catholic environment, possessing knowledge, skills, and experi-
ence in handling janitorial equipment and basic maintenance tools; 
assisting the head custodian in duties/projects as needed; maintain-
ing security of buildings, equipment, and tools.  Duties would be 
cleaning of classrooms, hallways, gym following games, offices, 
pre-K area, and the parish hall, setting up and taking down of tables 
and chairs as needed, making sure all lights are out and doors are 
locked, and collecting trash or anything else determined by the 
maintenance director.  Hours would be late afternoon/early even-
ing.  If interested, please send a resume and 2 letters of recommen-
dation to:    St. Mary’s School 
  Mrs. Karen Jones 
  414 N. Main St. 
  Pontiac, IL 61764 

Vie  this bulleti  o li e at iscover ss com
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 Today, the 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal begins in our parish and throughout the Diocese of 
Peoria.  Through the ADA we are able to advance the mission entrusted to us by the Lord.  Our retired 
priests have faithfully served our communities by giving their lives to the Church.  Your support for the 
ADA helps us care for those who built the Church we cherish today.  
 Registered members of the parish should have received a pledge card in the mail this past week.  
The goal for our parish is $100,507 and we can reach it only with your help.  
 Contributions can be made by check payable to the Catholic Diocese of Peoria, by a credit or 
debit card, by direct debit from checking or savings account or online at www.cdop.org/ada.  Gifts of ap-
preciated stock, grain, qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) or donor advised funds have special 
considerations and requirements. Contact 309-671-1550 for more information. 

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST 
 

 "The Lord Jesus, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread, and 
giving thanks, broke and said: 'Take ye and eat: this is My Body, which shall be 
delivered for you: this do for the commemoration of Me.'  In like manner also the 
chalice, after He had supped, saying: 'This chalice is the new testament in My 
Blood: this, do you, as often as you shall drink, in commemoration of Me'" (I Cor. 

11:23-25).  
By these words our Blessed Lord instituted the Holy Eucharist, which is both a sacrament 

and a sacrifice -- as well as the priesthood which will perpetuate the Holy Eucharist until the end of 
time.  It is of absolute importance for every Catholic to understand that once the words of conse-
cration are spoken by a priest over the bread and over the chalice during the Mass, these things 
become the very Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of the Son of God Himself.  The appearances of 
bread and wine -- the color, taste, the weight and shape -- these remain, but what makes bread to 
be bread and wine to be wine are no longer present.  

When it comes to the Holy Eucharist, all of our senses fail us save one. Our sense of sight, 
taste and touch are useless. The Holy Eucharist looks like bread, feels like bread and tastes like 
bread. But one sense alone, our sense of hearing, we can trust. We hear the words of Christ, Who 
cannot deceive us, and He tells us "This is My Body,…This is the Chalice of My Blood." 

VOLUNTEER GRANTS & MATCHING GIFTS AVAILABLE:  
Do you or a family member work for Caterpillar or State Farm?  Em-
ployees of Caterpillar and State Farm are eligible to participate in a 
volunteer service match program.  For every 10 hours of volunteer-
ism at St. Mary's School, the Caterpillar Foundation will give a $100 
grant to the school.  For every 40 hours volunteered at SMS, State 
Farm will give $500 to SMS.  Perhaps you work for one of these 
companies and volunteer at the concession stand. Or maybe a grand-
parent is employed at Cat or State Farm and helps in the lunchroom 
or library. Additionally, State Farm, Caterpillar and Exelon have a 
matching gifts program for donations made to St. Mary's School.  
For more information, contact Danielle Gill 
at gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org.  Thank you. 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:  FREE TO LOVE 
 
St. Paul must have understood today’s Gospel very well.  Like Jesus, he knew what being a disciple would cost.  It 

landed him in prison. Yet he seems to have no regrets; he accepts that imprisonment as part of his discipleship.  Also like 
Jesus, he is not afraid to ask others to take that discipleship seriously.  And he is not ashamed to ask a favor: Would Phile-
mon accept his runaway slave, Onesimus, back into his home?  Not just as a slave, but as a member of his family.  He 
shamelessly calls himself a prisoner for Christ five times in the short letter (three times in our reading).  If that didn’t tug Phi-
lemon’s heartstrings, Paul also calls himself an old man. 

In the Gospel, Jesus talks about the cost of discipleship. Paul takes that a step further; he reminds us to accept that 
cost freely.  He could have ordered his friend to free the slave. Paul was an apostle, a leader in the early church.  Instead of 
giving an order, he called on Philemon to respond freely to his request.  Perhaps we can learn from that example. 

Like Paul, when Jesus commands us to love one another, he leaves us free to accept that challenge.  Remember, 
he always says, “Love one another, as I have loved you” (John 13:34).  Jesus was never compelled to cure anyone or for-
give their sins. No one ordered him to feed the hungry with loaves and fishes or raise Lazarus from the dead.  Yet how often 
do we go to church because we were told we have to?  Do we volunteer for the picnic only because the pastor twists our 
arm?  Or do we love Jesus so much that we volunteer to help without being asked?  Do we love Jesus enough to invite oth-
ers to follow him? 

We can live life just doing what we have to.  Or when Jesus offers us a new motive—love for God because God 
loves us—we can choose to follow him freely.  In John’s Gospel, there is no Agony in the Garden.  He shows us that Jesus 
chose to obey his Father and willingly took up the cross.  Let us ask the Spirit to fill us with the freedom to love. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org


SEPTEMBER 7, 2025 PAGE 6 23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR SEPTEMBER  

For our relationship with all of creation:  Let us pray that, in-
spired by Saint Francis, we might experience our interdependence 
with all creatures who are loved by God and worthy of love and 
respect.  
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 7, 2025 
SSuunnddaayy  TTwweennttyy--TThhiirrdd  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17; 
 Phlm 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33 
MMoonnddaayy  NNaatitivviittyy  ooff  tthhee  BBlleesssseedd  VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy      Mi 5:1-4a or 
 Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6ab, 6c; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23  
TTuueessddaayy  SStt..  PPeetteerr  CCllaavveerr  
  Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11; Lk 6:12-19 
WWeeddnneessddaayy  Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab;  
 Lk 6:20-26  
TThhuurrssddaayy Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 6:27-38  
FFrriiddaayy    1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11;  
  Lk 6:39-42  
SSaattuurrddaayy    SStt..  JJoohhnn  CChhrryyssoossttoomm      1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-2, 
  3-4, 5 and 6-7; Lk 6:43-49 
SSuunnddaayy  TThhee  EExxaallttaatitioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  CCrroossss  
  Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day!  Catholic Spirit Radio broad-
casts EWTN and local program-
ming for you! It’s lively, entertain-
ing, and informative.  We would 
like to thank the following local 
businesses for underwriting the 
efforts of Catholic Spirit Radio:  
Knights of Columbus Council 

#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons-Sullivan Realty.      
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:   
 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  
 
BIBLE STUDY AT HOME:  If you were unable to par -
ticipate in either of the two summer bible study groups cur-
rently taking place in our parish, please consider an alterna-
tive with either or both of the New Testament-inspired books 
by parishioner Dave Mishur.  The Jesus Diary chronicles the 
life of Christ through a selection of Gospel events narrated 
by an anonymous observer. The nativity, mission, passion, 
death and resurrection of Jesus are covered with respect and 
theological accuracy.  The Big Tent extends the narrative 
after the resurrection, highlighting the role of the Apostles as 
they obey Christ's command to teach all nations. Pentecost 
and the conversion of St. Paul are brought to life by the same 
anonymous observer. Paul's final voyage to Rome and dream 
sequence of the joys of heaven bring the book to a positive 
and uplifting conclusion.  Each chapter in both books is in-
troduced by a scriptural reference for further reading and 
meditation.  Dave has a few books available for sale or they 
can be ordered on Amazon or many other sites.  You may 
Google "dave mishur" for more info. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  OOUURR  CCHHUURRCCHH  &&  SSCCHHOOOOLL  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  TTHHIISS  YYEEAARR  
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 
A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   
 

Mon Sept 8  James & Diana Woodburn Family, Amber Wooldridge Family 
Tues Sept 9  Annette Wooldridge Family, Jim & Jamie Woolford Family 
Wed Sept 10  Steve & Ann Worthington Family, Kristi Wright Family 
Thurs Sept 11 Mary Ann Wright Family, Rita Wright Family 
Fri Sept 12  Robert & Lori Wright Family, Leonard Wydajewski Family 
Mon Sept 15  Shirley Wynant Family, David & Deb Zega Family 
Tues Sept 16  Glenn & Jan Zehr Family, Rod & Patti Zehr Family 
Wed Sept 17  Doug & Linda Zick Family, Charlene Aaron Family 
Thurs Sept 18 Les & Josie Ahrends Family, Wade & Christy Ahrends Family 
Fri Sept 19  Hannah Albert Family, Carol Alford Family 
 

MMAAYY  GGOODD  BBLLEESSSS  AALLLL  OOUURR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  EEVVEERRYY  DDAAYY!!  

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
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View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

PONTIAC

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Russell Smith
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http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12521687
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