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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 
PASTOR:  Rev. Rober t Rayson, V.F. 
 frrayson@gmail.com 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:  Fr . John Bazimenyera 
 bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. George Wagner   815-848-3147   
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   5:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday   7:00 am 
Tuesday  5:30 pm 
Thursday   8:15 am when school is in session 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:30-6:50 am 
Tuesday  5:00-5:25 pm   
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 
ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $12,289.30 
 

St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection was $4,155.00. 
 
Building Maintenance Fund Collection:  This weekend. 
 
THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.  We  
now offer Online Giving through our website.  Check it out at 
www.stmaryspontiac.org 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO THURSDAY’S MASS TIME 
 

Saturday, August 16 (St. Stephen of Hungary) 
 5:00 p.m. 36th ann RJ Wallace Jr.   
Sunday, August 17 (Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. Bill & Joan Crowley 
Monday, August 18 
 7:00 a.m. 4th ann Fr. Jerry Verdun 
Tuesday, August 19 (St. John Eudes) 
 5:30 p.m. Pamela Sopiars 
Wednesday, August 20 (St. Bernard) 
 7:00 a.m. 3rd ann Joe Ruddy  
Thursday, August 21 (St. Pius X, pope) 
 8:15 a.m. John W. Brunskill Jr. 
Friday, August 22 (Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 
 7:00 a.m. Melinda Vallow   
Saturday, August 23 (St. Rose of Lima) 
 5:00 p.m. John Giovanini   
Sunday, August 24 (Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parishes 
 9:30 a.m. Patricia A. Ochs 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm.  On Tuesday, 
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm.  If you would like 
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please 
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 
815-844-7683.         
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class 
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. 
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance 
to reserve your spot to help us prepare.  *Do not select godparents 
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered. 
 
MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every 
Wednesday at 11:30am.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:  Mass will be offered at                           
Accolade Healthcare on Friday, August 22 at 9:30am. 
 
HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:  
We are short 11 bottles.  Please return bottles in the collection bas-
ket or to the parish office ASAP, even if they are empty.   
 
THANK YOU for  all the cards, gifts and well wishes as I cele-
brated my 95th birthday recently.  Your thoughtfulness is greatly 
appreciated!  George Pouliot 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to the parents and family of Madison 
Rose Schopp, daughter  of Jake & Jessica Schopp, who was re-
cently baptized as a member of our faith. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR par ishioner  Joan Blocker , R.I.P.  Our  
sympathy to her family and friends. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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AAllll  tthhoossee  rreettuurrnniinngg  ttoo  
ppuubblliicc  oorr  pprriivvaattee  
sscchhoooollss  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh,,  
iinncclluuddiinngg  pprreesscchhooooll,,  
ggrraaddee  sscchhooooll,,  hhiigghh  
sscchhooooll,,  ccoolllleeggee,,  aanndd  
tteeaacchheerrss,,  aarree  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  
bbrriinngg  yyoouurr  bbaacckkppaacckk  

ttoo  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  MMaasssseess  tthhiiss  wweeeekkeenndd,,  AAuugguusstt  1166//1177..      
FFrr..  RRaayyssoonn  wwiillll  ooffffeerr  aa  bblleessssiinngg  uuppoonn  aallll  tthhee  bbaacckkppaacckkss  
ffoorr  aa  ffaaiitthh--ffiilllleedd,,  ssuucccceessssffuull  aanndd  ssaaffee  sscchhooooll  yyeeaarr..      
 
CCD REGISTRATION will take place on Sundays, August 17 
& 24 after 7am and 9:30am Masses in the back vestibule.  If 
you have children in Grades K-8 who attend public school, then 
you will want to sign-up for Religious (CCD) classes.  Classes will 
be held on Sundays from 7:45-9:15am beginning September 7.   
 
CCD TEACHERS NEEDED:  Adults committed to shar ing 
our Catholic Faith with public school students on Sunday mornings  
are invited to serve as CCD teachers.  Are you being called to be a 
disciple to our youth?  If interested or if you have any questions, 
please call Angela Mote at 815-822-0077 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS will meet Wednesday, August 20 
at 6:30pm in the Our  Lady of the Rosary Room of the par ish 
hall. 
 
ATTENTION LADIES IN YOUR 20’S AND 30’S: Join us the 
third Wednesday of every month for  fellowship as we work our  
way through the Book of Acts.  Come to as few or as many as you 
can make.  If interested or if you have any questions, text or call 
Katy Carlson at 815-584-7954.  
 
LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Please use 
the back door.    
 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP:  A Bereavement Sup-
port Group will be held for parishioners and others in the vicariate 
who have experienced a loss of a family member or friend.  All are 
welcome, no matter who you have lost or how long it has been 
since your loss.  The group will meet in the Rosary Room of the 
parish hall on Mondays in September and October starting Septem-
ber 15, and ending with the All Souls Mass at St. Mary’s 
Church.  Those interested should contact Katie Wille at 309-531-
1233 or the parish office at 815-844-7683 to register or for more 
information.  DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THIS GROUP IS 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2. 
 
WITH SCHOOL BACK IN SESSION, we kindly ask that no 
one park in the school lot for morning Mass as student drop offs 
take place in the lot and parked cars disrupt the flow of traffic.  
Also, beginning this week, 
Thursday morning Mass 
will now be at 8:15am for 
school students and staff.  
The public is welcome to 
attend.  Please sit in the 
back half of church. 

OOPPEENN  HHOOUUSSEE  FFOORR    
SSIISSTTEERR  RRAACCHHEELL  LLAAUURRIITTSSEENN,,  FFMMAA  

SSuunnddaayy,,  AAuugguusstt  2244  
aafftteerr  99::3300  MMaassss  uunnttiill  11ppmm  

iinn  tthhee  ppaarriisshh  hhaallll  
 
SISTER RACHEL LAURITSEN, FMA (former  par ishioner  
and SMS Alum, daughter of parishioners Mick & Amanda Lauri-
tsen) made her Perpetual Profession with the Salesian Sisters of 
St. John Bosco, Daughters of Mary Help of Christians on Tues-
day, August 5th.    All are invited to congratulate Sister Rachel!  

EC HUDDLE:  “I praise you, for I am fear-
fully and wonderfully made" (Psalm 
139:14).  Everyone is invited to join us on 
Tuesday, August 19 (note change of date) at 
6:30pm, in the Rosary Room, as 
we Huddle together to explore how each of us 
is wonderfully made, enabling us to fulfill the 
Great Commission.  If you would like, please 
bring a version of your favorite school lunch 
food or snack to share (i.e. an apple could be: 
apple slices, apple salad, apple pie; potato chips could be: chips & 
dip, potato salad, potato casserole; PB&J, the possibilities are end-
less!) as we ‘go back to school’ to learn about our call to “go forth 
and make disciples” (Matthew 28:20).  Let’s have some fun as we 
discover how each of us can personally fulfill our commissions, 
and enjoy fellowship with our favorite school foods and snacks!  
Please RSVP, via text or call, to Linda Rhodes at 815-848-2506.  

PILGRIMAGE TO SAINT MARY'S  
CATHEDRAL IN PEORIA 

 

 Our next mini-pilgrimage will be to St. Mary's Ca-
thedral in Peoria on Tuesday, September 9.  We plan to 
leave at 8:30am from the parking lot in front of the parish 
hall and arrive back home by 3:30pm.  This is an official 
pilgrimage site celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the 
Diocese of Peoria.  A plenary indulgence may be gained by 
attending this pilgrimage.   
 Those attending will participate in Mass at 10am, 
receive a guided tour of our cathedral and the Sheen Mu-
seum, watch a movie about Archbishop Fulton Sheen dur-
ing lunch, and have the opportunity to explore the museum 
and gift shop.  Cost is $20 per person.  Please call the par-
ish office at 815-844-7683 to reserve your spot.  Checks 
can be written to St. Mary's Church and mailed to the par-
ish office or put in the col-
lection basket by August 31   
We will need to know: 
1) If you are willing to drive 
with two or more passen-
gers, and 2) What type of 
sandwich you prefer for 
lunch:  turkey, ham, or veg-
etarian. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:  HOW MUCH? 
 

 How much is good enough? How much is too much?  How do we know when we’ve given all that is required of us? 
How do we know when we have been generous enough or faithful enough to please the Lord?  How do we know we have 
done enough to avoid sin?  
 Although I do not for one minute believe that God is sitting up in heaven next to a giant scoreboard keeping a tally of 
our good and bad deeds, we will be judged at the end of our lives.  Today’s second reading provokes self analysis in this 
regard:  “In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood.”  While this may most often be 
interpreted as becoming a martyr, it also makes me think of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemani.  He sweat drops of blood 
because His whole being resisted the idea of enduring His Passion and Death.  
 How does our body react when we sin?  Do we give into temptation so often that we don’t even feel a ping to our 
conscience?  Do we instantly regret what we have done and seek forgiveness from the person we have wronged?  Do we 
look for the next available confession time?  Do we let our sins pile up one upon the other and only seek the Sacrament 
when we can no longer stand it?  
 Our Lord revealed to St. Faustina sheds light on how much our sins hurt His Sacred Heart.  If we truly took that to 
heart, we would flee from sin so much more often.  It would become repugnant to us.  During the Divine Mercy Novena, we 
read “bring to me all mankind, especially sinners, and immerse them in the ocean of My mercy.  In this way you will console 
Me in the bitter grief into which the loss of souls plunges Me”  (Diary of St. Maria Faustina Kowalska).  
 So let us turn away from sin and instead spread love and joy and truth.  Let us set the earth on fire with the blazing 
love of God! (see today’s Gospel)   

ENCOUNTERING  
THE EUCHARIST 

 

Ask the Virgin Mary constantly to 
come to you with her glorious Son. 
Be bold. Ask her to give you her 
Son, who in the Blessed Sacrament 
is truly the Food of your soul. She 
will give Him to you readily.  
       ~St. Cajetan 

Join us each Wednesday in August 
for two episodes of  

THE CHOSEN, Season 5.   
6:30pm in the parish hall.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR AUGUST  

For mutual coexistence:  Let us pray that societies wher e coex-
istence seems more difficult might not succumb to the temptation 
of confrontation for ethnic, political, religious, or ideological rea-
sons.  
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 17, 2025 
SSuunnddaayy  TTwweenntitieetthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18; Heb 12:1-4;  
 Lk 12:49-53 
MMoonnddaayy  Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab 
 and 44; Mt 19:16-22  
TTuueessddaayy  Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14; Mt 19:23-30 
WWeeddnneessddaayy  SStt..  BBeerrnnaarrdd  
  Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt 20:1-16  
TThhuurrssddaayy SStt..  PPiiuuss  XX,,  PPooppee  
 Jgs 11:29-39a; Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Mt 22:1-14  
FFrriiddaayy    QQuueeeennsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  BBlleesssseedd  VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy  
  Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 
  9bc-10; Mt 22:34-40  
SSaattuurrddaayy    Ru 2:1-3, 8-11, 4:13-17; Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5;  
  Mt 23:1-12 
SSuunnddaayy  TTwweennttyy--FFiirrsstt  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Is 66:18-21; Ps 117:1, 2; Heb 12: 5-7, 11-13;  
 Lk 13:22-30 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day!  Catholic Spirit Radio broad-
casts EWTN and local program-
ming for you! It’s lively, entertain-
ing, and informative.  We would 
like to thank the following local 
businesses for underwriting the 
efforts of Catholic Spirit Radio:  
Knights of Columbus Council 

#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons-Sullivan Realty.      
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:   
 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  
 
BIBLE STUDY AT HOME:  If you were unable to par -
ticipate in either of the two summer bible study groups cur-
rently taking place in our parish, please consider an alterna-
tive with either or both of the New Testament-inspired books 
by parishioner Dave Mishur.  The Jesus Diary chronicles the 
life of Christ through a selection of Gospel events narrated 
by an anonymous observer. The nativity, mission, passion, 
death and resurrection of Jesus are covered with respect and 
theological accuracy.  The Big Tent extends the narrative 
after the resurrection, highlighting the role of the Apostles as 
they obey Christ's command to teach all nations. Pentecost 
and the conversion of St. Paul are brought to life by the same 
anonymous observer. Paul's final voyage to Rome and dream 
sequence of the joys of heaven bring the book to a positive 
and uplifting conclusion.  Each chapter in both books is in-
troduced by a scriptural reference for further reading and 
meditation.  Dave has a few books available for sale or they 
can be ordered on Amazon or many other sites.  You may 
Google "dave mishur" for more info. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  OOUURR  CCHHUURRCCHH  &&  SSCCHHOOOOLL  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  TTHHIISS  YYEEAARR  
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 
A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   
 

Mon Aug 18  Dcn. Jim & Laura Wallace Family, Sarah Walters Family 
Tues Aug 19  Rita Washko Family, Dcn. George & Diane Wagner Family 
Wed Aug 20  Ron & Lynn Watson Family, Marissa Weaver Family 
Thurs Aug 21 Betty Weber Family, Judith Weber Family 
Fri Aug 22  Larry & Marla Weber Family, Leo & Rita Weller Family 
Mon Aug 25  Gary & Val Wellman Family, Erika Wells Family 
Tues Aug 26  Diane Welshans Family, Luke & Julie Wenger Family 
Wed Aug 27  Mike & Jean Ann Wenger Family, Kris Wertz Family 
Thurs Aug 28 Stephanie Brown Family, Bob & Debi Wesselhoff Family 
Fri Aug 29  Jessica White Family, Maria White Family 
 

MMAAYY  GGOODD  BBLLEESSSS  AALLLL  OOUURR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  EEVVEERRYY  DDAAYY!!  

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

PONTIAC

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Russell Smith
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