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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 
PASTOR:  Rev. Rober t Rayson, V.F. 
 frrayson@gmail.com 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:  Fr . John Bazimenyera 
 bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. George Wagner   815-848-3147   
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   5:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday   7:00 am 
Tuesday  5:30 pm 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:30-6:50 am 
Tuesday  5:00-5:25 pm   
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 
ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 
SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  Questions?  Contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $12,633.40 
 

School Collection was $2,744.00. 
 
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection:  This weekend. 
 
Building Maintenance Fund Collection:  Next weekend. 
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Saturday, August 9 (St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross) 
 5:00 p.m. 8th ann Margaret Steinbach   
Sunday, August 10 (Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parishes 
 9:30 a.m. Teresa Stark 
Monday, August 11 (St. Clare) 
 7:00 a.m. Fr. Neri Greskoviak  
Tuesday, August 12 (St. Jane Frances de Chantel) 
 5:30 p.m. Connie Larkin 
Wednesday, August 13 (Sts. Pontian & Hippolytus) 
 7:00 a.m. Jeannette Denaple  
Thursday, August 14 (St. Maximilian Kolbe) 
 7:00 a.m. Owen Lyons 
 5:30 p.m. 5th ann Elzie Fry 
Friday, August 15 (Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 
 7:00 a.m. Wanda & Jay Groh 
 8:15 a.m. Alzina Porter 
 5:30 p.m. Parishes   
Saturday, August 16 (St. Stephen of Hungary) 
 5:00 p.m. 36th ann RJ Wallace Jr.   
Sunday, August 17 (Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. Bill & Joan Crowley 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm.  On Tuesday, 
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm.  If you would like 
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please 
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 
815-844-7683.         
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class 
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. 
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance 
to reserve your spot to help us prepare.  *Do not select godparents 
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered. 
 
HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:  
We are short 11 bottles.  Please return bottles in the collection bas-
ket or to the parish office ASAP, even if they are empty.   
 
MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every 
Wednesday at 11:30am.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:  There will be NO  
Mass at The Pointe this Friday due to the Holy Day. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR Rick Baier  (husband of Joan Baier  and 
son-in-law of Jim & Kathy Sporrer, R.I.P.  Our sympathy to his 
family and friends. 
 
WITH SCHOOL BACK IN SESSION ON THURSDAY THIS 
WEEK, we kindly ask that no one park in the school lot for  
7am Masses as student drop offs take place in the lot and parked 
cars disrupt the flow of traffic.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
NO EARLY MORNING CONFESSIONS THIS FRIDAY 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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CCD REGISTRATION will take place on Sundays, August 17 
& 24 after 7am and 9:30am Masses in the back vestibule.  If 
you have children in Grades K-8 who attend public school, then 
you will want to sign-up for Religious (CCD) classes.  Classes will 
be held on Sundays from 7:45-9:15am beginning September 7.   
 
CCD TEACHERS NEEDED:  Adults committed to shar ing 
our Catholic Faith with public school students on Sunday mornings  
are invited to serve as CCD teachers.  Are you being called to be a 
disciple to our youth?  If interested or if you have any questions, 
please call Angela Mote at 815-822-0077 
 
CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet 
Thursday, August 14 from 9am to 12:30pm in the par ish hall. 
 
LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Please use 
the back door.    
 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP:  A Bereavement Sup-
port Group will be held for parishioners and others in the vicariate 
who have experienced a loss of a family member or friend.  All are 
welcome, no matter who you have lost or how long it has been 
since your loss.  The group will meet in the Rosary Room of the 
parish hall on Mondays in September and October starting Septem-
ber 15, and ending with the All Souls Mass at St. Mary’s 
Church.  Those interested should contact Katie Wille at 309-531-
1233 or the parish office at 815-844-7683 to register or for more 
information. 
 

AAllll  tthhoossee  rreettuurrnniinngg  ttoo  
ppuubblliicc  oorr  pprriivvaattee  
sscchhoooollss  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh,,  
iinncclluuddiinngg  pprreesscchhooooll,,  
ggrraaddee  sscchhooooll,,  hhiigghh  
sscchhooooll,,  ccoolllleeggee,,  aanndd  
tteeaacchheerrss,,  aarree  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  
bbrriinngg  yyoouurr  bbaacckkppaacckk  

ttoo  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  MMaasssseess  nneexxtt  wweeeekkeenndd,,  AAuugguusstt  1166//1177..      
FFrr..  RRaayyssoonn  wwiillll  ooffffeerr  aa  bblleessssiinngg  uuppoonn  aallll  tthhee  bbaacckkppaacckkss  
ffoorr  aa  ffaaiitthh--ffiilllleedd,,  ssuucccceessssffuull  aanndd  ssaaffee  sscchhooooll  yyeeaarr..      

EC HUDDLE:  “I praise you, for I am fear-
fully and wonderfully made" (Psalm 
139:14).  Everyone is invited to join us on 
Tuesday, August 19 (note change of date) 
at 6:30pm, in the Rosary Room, as 
we Huddle together to explore how each of 
us is wonderfully made, enabling us to ful-
fill the Great Commission.  If you would 
like, please bring a version of your favorite 
school lunch food or snack to share (i.e. an 
apple could be: apple slices, apple salad, 
apple pie; potato chips could be: chips & dip, potato salad, potato 
casserole; PB&J, the possibilities are endless!) as we ‘go back to 
school’ to learn about our call to “go forth and make disci-
ples” (Matthew 28:20).  Let’s have some fun as we discover how 
each of us can personally fulfill our commissions, and enjoy fel-
lowship with our favorite school foods and snacks!  Please RSVP, 
via text or call, to Linda Rhodes at 815-848-2506.  
 
SISTER RACHEL LAURITSEN, FMA (former  par ishioner  
and SMS Alum, daughter of parishioners Mick & Amanda Lauri-
tsen) made her Perpetual Profession on Tuesday, August 5th.  Sis-
ter Rachel will be home later this month and there will be an Open 
House in her honor on Sunday, August 24 after 9:30 Mass until 
1pm in St. Mary’s Parish Hall.  All are invited! 
 
THANK YOU:  Dear  par ishioners & fr iends, I want to thank 
all of you for your prayers, cards, gifts and kind words as I recov-
ered from my fall.  I know you all helped me heal so I could be 
healthy and active again.  May God bless you all.  Arlene Fry 
 

GGOODD  BBLLEESSSS  AALLLL    
SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS  &&  TTEEAACCHHEERRSS  

HHEEAADDIINNGG  BBAACCKK  TTOO  SSCCHHOOOOLL  

Masses will be offered at St. Mary’s at the following times: 
Thursday, August 14 at 5:30pm 
Friday, August 15 at 7am, 8:15am and 5:30pm 
 
Lexington:  Friday, August 15 at 5:30pm 
Chenoa:  Friday, August 15 at 7pm 

Join us each Wednesday in August 
for two episodes of  

THE CHOSEN, Season 5.   
6:30pm in the parish hall.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



AUGUST 10, 2025 PAGE 4 19TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co



AUGUST 10, 2025 PAGE 5 19TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

                                                                                                     
 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

ENCOUNTERING 
THE EUCHARIST 

 

O Lord my God, favor Your 
servant with the blessings 
of Your sweetness that I 
may merit to approach 
Your magnificent Sacra-
ment worthily and devout-
ly. Lift up my heart to You 
and take away from me 

this heavy indolence. Visit me with Your 
saving grace that I may in spirit taste 
Your sweetness which lies hidden in this 
Sacrament like water in the depths of a 
spring. Enlighten my eyes to behold this 
great Mystery, and give me strength to 
believe in it with firm faith. 
 ~Thomas a Kempis    
 (The Imitation of Christ, Book Four) 

BIBLE STUDY AT HOME:  If you were unable to par ticipate 
in either of the two summer bible study groups currently taking 
place in our parish, please consider an alternative with either or both 
of the New Testament-inspired books by parishioner Dave Mishur.  
The Jesus Diary chronicles the life of Christ through a selection 
of Gospel events narrated by an anonymous observer. The nativity, 
mission, passion, death and resurrection of Jesus are covered with 
respect and theological accuracy.  The Big Tent extends the narra-
tive after the resurrection, highlighting the role of the Apostles as 
they obey Christ's command to teach all nations. Pentecost and the 
conversion of St. Paul are brought to life by the same anonymous 
observer. Paul's final voyage to Rome and dream sequence of the 
joys of heaven bring the book to a positive and uplifting conclusion.  
Each chapter in both books is introduced by a scriptural reference 
for further reading and meditation.  Dave has a few books available 
for sale or they can be ordered on Amazon or many other sites.  You 
may Google "dave mishur" for more info. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR AUGUST  

For mutual coexistence:  Let us pray that societies wher e coex-
istence seems more difficult might not succumb to the temptation 
of confrontation for ethnic, political, religious, or ideological rea-
sons.  
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 10, 2025 
SSuunnddaayy  NNiinneetteeeenntthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  

Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22; Heb 11:1-
2, 8-19 or Heb 11:1-2, 8-12; Lk 12:32-48 or  
Lk 12:35-40 

MMoonnddaayy  SStt..  CCllaarree      Dt 10:12-22; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15 19-
 20; Mt 17:22-27  
TTuueessddaayy  Dt 31:1-8; Dt 32:3-4ab, 7, 8, 9 and 12;  
 Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
WWeeddnneessddaayy  Dt 34:1-12; Ps 66:1-3a, 5 and 8, 16-17,  
 Mt 18:15-20  
TThhuurrssddaayy SStt..  MMaaxxiimmiilliiaann  KKoollbbee      Jos 3: 7-10a, 11, 13-17;  
 Ps 114: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mt 18:21-19:1 
FFrriiddaayy    AAssssuummpptitioonn  ooff  tthhee  BBlleesssseedd  VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy  

 Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2; Ps 132:6-7, 9-
 10, 13-14; 1 Cor 15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28  
 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 
 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56  

SSaattuurrddaayy    Jos 24:14-29; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 11,  
  Mt 19:13-15 
SSuunnddaayy  TTwweenntitieetthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
 Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18; Heb 12:1-4;  
 Lk 12:49-53 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a day!  
Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts 
EWTN and local programming for 
you! It’s lively, entertaining, and in-
formative.  We would like to thank the 
following local businesses for under-
writing the efforts of Catholic Spirit 
Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council 
#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons
-Sullivan Realty.      

ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:   
 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  

NINETEENTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME: 

ARE YOU TALKING TO ME? 
 

In today’s Gospel Jesus talks about being pre-
pared, using the parable of the servants waiting for their 
master’s return from a wedding.  Parables usually have a 
surprise twist and this one is no exception. Jesus pictures 
the master coming back at a late hour and finding the 
servants ready for him.  The master is so pleased that he 
begins to wait on the servants—he serves them a meal.  (I 
can almost hear the disciples saying, “No way!”) 

Peter is a man who is not afraid to speak up or ask 
a question.  That may be one of the reasons Jesus made 
him the head of the apostles.  Perhaps Peter was thinking, 
“Surely we will be prepared when Jesus comes again.  He 
must be talking about the rest of the people.”  When he 
asks Jesus whom the parable is meant for, Jesus ignores 
him!  At least it seems that way at first. Jesus expands on 
the theme of readiness by describing the servant who took 
advantage of the master’s absence—he will be punished 
severely.  To answer Peter’s question, Jesus warns that 
the servant who knew his duties would be punished more 
than one who was ignorant of those expectations.  Peter 
and the disciples should have seen themselves as the 
servants who knew what was expected. 

That warning is one for us to hear also.  We may 
look down on non-Christians or wonder if they will get to 
heaven.  But the Lord doesn’t expect as much from those 
who don’t know God.  Instead of judging them, we would 
be better off looking at ourselves.  Am I serious about my 
faith, serious enough to show it in my actions?  Has my 
good example ever brought a non-believer to the Church? 
If I can see Jesus in someone who doesn’t know the Lord, 
the respect I show that person could draw them to believe. 

There are examples of this even in your own par-
ish.  If you have been in the parish for many years, you 
could be expected to notice a newcomer more readily. 
How do you welcome them?  Do you get so comfortable 
with your friends that you don’t think about reaching out to 
a visitor?  I think Jesus would expect those of us who feel 
at home in our church to make an effort to bring new mem-
bers into our circle.  “So how much does Jesus expect of 
me?”  The answer could be in how well you know Jesus. 

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co



PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  OOUURR  CCHHUURRCCHH  &&  SSCCHHOOOOLL  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  TTHHIISS  YYEEAARR  
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 
A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   
 

Mon Aug 11  Don & Susan Verdun Family, Nancy Verdun Family 
Tues Aug 12  Jack Vietti Family, Bill & Debbie Vietti Family 
Wed Aug 13  Chuck & Lisa Vitzthum Family, Nick Vogt Family 
Thurs Aug 14 Carole Voigts Family, Mary Beth Voigts Family 
Fri Aug 15  Dean & Karen Wahls Family, Rita Wakey Family 
Mon Aug 18  Dcn. Jim & Laura Wallace Family, Sarah Walters Family 
Tues Aug 19  Rita Washko Family, Dcn. George & Diane Wagner Family 
Wed Aug 20  Ron & Lynn Watson Family, Marissa Weaver Family 
Thurs Aug 21 Betty Weber Family, Judith Weber Family 
Fri Aug 22  Larry & Marla Weber Family, Leo & Rita Weller Family 
 

MMAAYY  GGOODD  BBLLEESSSS  AALLLL  OOUURR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  EEVVEERRYY  DDAAYY!!  

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
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PONTIAC

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Russell Smith
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