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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 
PASTOR:  Rev. Rober t Rayson, V.F. 
 frrayson@gmail.com 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:  Fr . John Bazimenyera 
 bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. George Wagner   815-848-3147   
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   5:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday   7:00 am 
Tuesday  5:30 pm 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:30-6:50 am 
Tuesday  5:00-5:25 pm   
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 
ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 
SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  Questions?  Contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $10,789.25 
 

Building Maintenance Fund Collection was $2,294.00. 
 
School Collection:  Next weekend. 
 
THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.   

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

A pastor is required to have a Mass said once a week for the people of his parish.  If 
a pastor has multiple parishes, he can offer one Mass for all of his parishioners.  As 
such, the Mass for the parishioners of St. Mary’s and Good Shepherd will be cele-
brated at St. Mary’s every week and will be listed as Parishes.  
 
Saturday, July 26 (Sts. Joachim & Anne, Parents of the BVM) 
 5:00 p.m. James Berta     
Sunday, July 27 (Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parishes 
 9:30 a.m. Chuck Landrus 
Monday, July 28 
 7:00 a.m. Wayne & Bernadine Denaple   
Tuesday, July 29 (Sts. Martha, Mary & Lazarus) 
 5:30 p.m. Ellen Burkhart 
Wednesday, July 30 (St. Peter Chrysologus) 
 7:00 a.m. Bodee & Banks Heller  
Thursday, July 31 (St. Ignatius of Loyola) 
 7:00 a.m. Leo Kilbride    
Friday, August 1 (St. Alphonsus Liguori) 
 7:00 a.m. Michael Ganta    
Saturday, August 2 (St. Eusebius of Vercelli;  
    St. Peter Julian Eymard) 
 8:00 a.m. Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish 
 5:00 p.m. 3rd ann Joseph Masching   
Sunday, August 3 (Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Parishes 
 9:30 a.m. Linda Zielinski 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm.  On Tuesday, 
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm.  If you would like 
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please 
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 
815-844-7683.         
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class 
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. 
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance 
to reserve your spot to help us prepare.  *Do not select godparents 
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered. 
 
HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:  
We are short 11 bottles.  Please return bottles in the collection bas-
ket or to the parish office ASAP, even if they are empty.   
 
MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every 
Wednesday at 11:30am.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:  Mass will be offered at                           
Evenglow on Friday, August 1 at 10am. 
 
MASS FOR FALLEN AWAY CATHOLICS:  Every Fir st Sat-
urday of the month, we offer a Mass at 8am for all the fallen away 
Catholics from our parish and families.  A rosary is prayed at 
7:30am prior to Mass.  Please join us on Saturday, August 2. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR Penny Pelham, R.I.P. (sister  of Peggy 
Scott).  Our sympathy to her family and friends. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Please use 
the back door.    
 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP:  A Bereavement Sup-
port Group will be held for parishioners and others in the vicariate 
who have experienced a loss of a family member or friend.  All are 
welcome, no matter who you have lost or how long it has been 
since your loss.  The group will meet in the Rosary Room of the 
parish hall on Mondays in September and October starting Septem-
ber 15, and ending with the All Souls Mass at St. Mary’s 
Church.  Those interested should contact Katie Wille at 309-531-
1233 or the parish office at 815-844-7683 to register or for more 
information. 
 

LECTORS FOR AUGUST 
5:00pm Gary Doughan 
7:00am Mick Peterson, Nancy Smith 
9:30am Lisa M. Martin, Nick Milhauser 

EXTRA ORDINARY MINISTERS FOR AUGUST 
Scheduling is handled through Sign-Up Genius.   
If you are a Eucharistic Minister and do not have  

access to Sign-Up Genius, please contact Cece White. 
GREETERS & USHERS FOR AUGUST 

5:00pm Joyce Ashcraft, Lynn DiNardi, Bill Bertram, Kristy Duda, 
 Jim Sporrer 
7:00am Mary Follmer, Bob Fox, Don Verdun, Mike Follmer,  
 Brad Follmer 
9:30am Margo Law, Karen Moen, Peg Meier, Jacob Lauritsen, 
 Vic Johns, Victor Johns  

SANCTUARY CLEANERS FOR AUGUST 
Katie Wille, Linda Rhodes, Donna O’Shaughnessy, Earline Devito 

BIBLE STUDY AT HOME:  If you were unable to par ticipate 
in either of the two summer bible study groups currently taking 
place in our parish, please consider an alternative with either or 
both of the New Testament-inspired books by parishioner Dave 
Mishur.  The Jesus Diary chronicles the life of Christ through a 
selection of Gospel events narrated by an anonymous observer. The 
nativity, mission, passion, death and resurrection of Jesus are cov-
ered with respect and theological accuracy.  The Big Tent extends 
the narrative after the resurrection, highlighting the role of the 
Apostles as they obey Christ's command to teach all nations. Pente-
cost and the conversion of St. Paul are brought to life by the same 
anonymous observer. Paul's final voyage to Rome and dream se-
quence of the joys of heaven bring the book to a positive and uplift-
ing conclusion.  Each chapter in both books is introduced by a 
scriptural reference for further reading and meditation.  Dave has a 
few books available for sale or they can be ordered on Amazon or 
many other sites.  You may Google "dave mishur" for more info. 
 
25TH AND 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:  If you are 
celebrating 25 or 50 years of marriage during the year 2025, please 
call the Rectory at 844-7683 by August 1st so that we can submit 
your names to the diocese for recognition by the Bishop.  There will 
be an Anniversary Celebration Mass on Sunday, September 21 at 
4pm at the Cathedral in Peoria. 
 

TEACHERS NEEDED AT  
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 

Fourth Grade Teacher  
Jr. High Language Arts/Literature Teacher 

Teacher applicants must have a valid Illinois teaching certificate.   
We are seeking Teachers who know and love Jesus.  We seek 
someone with a desire to make disciples of their students and grow 
in discipleship with other staff.   Candidates must portray abilities 
of healthy teamwork among colleagues along with a desire to share 
their knowledge and love of Jesus with students and staff.  Please 
send 3 letters of recommendation and a copy of your transcripts, 
along with your resume and cover letter to Mrs. Karen Jones, St. 
Mary’s School, 414 N. Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764 or you may 
email these items to:  jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
 BREAKFAST 

 

Sunday, July 27 
7:30 to 11:30 a.m.  
in the parish hall 

 

Pancakes with topping bar, sausage,  
scrambled eggs and drink. 

 

$10 per person, $40 family maximum. 
 

Proceeds will go toward scholarships for Camp Ondessonk. 

ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST 
 

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (315 to 386)   
Doctor of The Church and Bishop of Jerusalem 
Our Saints strong belief in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar 
led them to adoration of the Eucharist. St. Cyril of Jerusalem wrote: "Do not, therefore, re-
gard the Bread and the Wine as simply that; for they are, according to the Master's decla-

ration, the Body and Blood of Christ. Even the senses suggest to you the other, let faith make you firm..... 
Having learned these things, and being fully convinced that the apparent Bread is not bread, even though it 
is sensible to the taste, but the Body of Christ; and that the apparent Wine is not wine, even though the 
taste would have it so,...." 

COFFEE & DONUTS 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3rd AFTER 9:30 MASS 

IN THE OLD SCHOOL GYM 
Come one, come all, for a time of fellowship with  

parishioners young and old.  We hope you will join us! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR JULY  

For formation in discernment: Let us pray that we might again 
learn how to discern, to know how to choose paths of life, and re-
ject everything that leads us away from Christ and the Gospel.  
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 27, 2025 
SSuunnddaayy  SSeevveenntteeeenntthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Gn 18:20-32; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8;  
 Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13 
MMoonnddaayy  Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23;  
 Mt 13:31-35  
TTuueessddaayy  SSttss..  MMaarrtthhaa,,  MMaarryy  aanndd  LLaazzaarruuss    
  Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-7, 8-9, 10-11, 
 12-13; Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
WWeeddnneessddaayy  Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9; Mt 13:44-46 
TThhuurrssddaayy SStt..  IIggnnaatitiuuss  ooff  LLooyyoollaa      Ex 40:16-21, 34-38;  
 Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 11; Mt 13:47-53 
FFrriiddaayy    SStt..  AAllpphhoonnssuuss  LLiigguuoorrii      Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 
  34b-37; Ps 81:3-4, 5-6, 10-11ab; Mt 13:54-58 
SSaattuurrddaayy    Lv 25: 1, 8-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Mt 14:1-12  
SSuunnddaayy  EEiigghhtteeeenntthh  SSuunnddaayy  iinn  OOrrddiinnaarryy  TTiimmee  
  Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 
 17; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a day!  
Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts 
EWTN and local programming for 
you! It’s lively, entertaining, and in-
formative.  We would like to thank the 
following local businesses for under-
writing the efforts of Catholic Spirit 
Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council 
#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons
-Sullivan Realty.      

ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:   
 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co



PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  OOUURR  CCHHUURRCCHH  &&  SSCCHHOOOOLL  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  TTHHIISS  YYEEAARR  
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 
A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   
 

Mon July 28  Mark & Kelli Trainor Family, Pat & Vicki Trainor Family 
Tues July 29  Steve & Sue Trainor Family, Zac & Stacie Travis Family 
Wed July 30  Christina Trevino Family, Mark & Connie Triplett Family 
Thurs July 31  Mary Lou Tronc Family, Albert & Anne Trost Family 
Fri Aug 1  Debra Trost Family, Marcus Trevino Family 
Mon Aug 4  Joyce Trunk Family, Francisco & Abby Ugarte Family 
Tues Aug 5  Dan & Pat Unzicker Family, Jordan Uselding Family 
Wed Aug 6  Mike Vallow Family, John Vanek Family 
Thurs Aug 7  Mike VanSickle Family, Mark & Sharon Vaughn Family 
Fri Aug 8  Ken & Cecilia Velez Family, Don Verdun Family 
 

MMAAYY  GGOODD  BBLLEESSSS  AALLLL  OOUURR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  EEVVEERRYY  DDAAYY!!  

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 
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