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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764
Phone: 815-844-7683 Fax: 815-842-4345
Parish & School Website: www.stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac

PASTOR: Rev. Robert Rayson, V.F.
frrayson@gmail.com

PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr.John Bazimenyera
bazimenyerajohn50@gmail.com

PERMANENT DEACONS:
Dcn. Ray White deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org
Dcn. Jim Wallace servant518(@outlook.com
Dcn. George Wagner 815-848-3147

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER: Patti Zehr
zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR: Danielle Gill
gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org

EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR: Margo Law
law.margo(@stmaryspontiac.org

MUSIC DIRECTORS: Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day

MASS TIMES:

Saturday 5:00 pm Sunday 7:00 am & 9:30 am
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 7:00 am
Tuesday 5:30 pm

CONFESSION TIMES:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 6:30-6:50 am
Tuesday 5:00-5:25 pm

Wednesday 12 noon —1:00 pm

Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL.:

414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764

Phone: 815-844-6585

Principal: Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s School Instagram: stmaryspontiac

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY: 401 E. Water St. Open to
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663)

SCRIP: SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com. Questions? Contact Taryn
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663.

STEWARDSHIP
Collection last Sunday: $10,789.25

Building Maintenance Fund Collection was $2,294.00.
School Collection: Next weekend.

THANK YOU to those who regularly support our parish.

% CMass Intentions

A pastor is required to have a Mass said once a week for the people of his parish. If
a pastor has multiple parishes, he can offer one Mass for all of his parishioners. As
such, the Mass for the parishioners of St. Mary’s and Good Shepherd will be cele-
brated at St. Mary’s every week and will be listed as Parishes.

Saturday, July 26 (Sts. Joachim & Anne, Parents of the BVM)

5:00 pm.  James Berta
Sunday, July 27 (Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.m.  Parishes
9:30 a.m.  Chuck Landrus
Monday, July 28
7:00 a.m.  Wayne & Bernadine Denaple

Tuesday, July 29 (Sts. Martha, Mary & Lazarus)

5:30 p.m.  Ellen Burkhart
Wednesday, July 30 (St. Peter Chrysologus)
7:00 am.  Bodee & Banks Heller
Thursday, July 31 (St. Ignatius of Loyola)
7:00 am.  Leo Kilbride
Friday, August 1 (St. Alphonsus Liguori)
7:00 a.m.  Michael Ganta

Saturday, August 2 (St. Eusebius of Vercelli;
St. Peter Julian Eymard)

8:00 aam.  Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish
5:00 p.m.  3rd ann Joseph Masching
Sunday, August 3 (Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.m.  Parishes
9:30 a.m.  Linda Zielinski

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: The Adoration Chapel is
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm. On Tuesday,
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm. If you would like
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at
815-844-7683.

BAPTISM PREP CLASS: Ifyou are looking to have your first
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm.
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance
to reserve your spot to help us prepare. *Do not select godparents
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered.

HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:
We are short 11 bottles. Please return bottles in the collection bas-
ket or to the parish office ASAP, even if they are empty.

MASS AT OSF ST. JAMES HOSPITAL is offered every
Wednesday at 11:30am. All are welcome to attend.

MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME: Mass will be offered at
Evenglow on Friday, August 1 at 10am.

MASS FOR FALLEN AWAY CATHOLICS: Every First Sat-
urday of the month, we offer a Mass at 8am for all the fallen away
Catholics from our parish and families. A rosary is prayed at
7:30am prior to Mass. Please join us on Saturday, August 2.

PLEASE PRAY FOR Penny Pelham, R.I.P. (sister of Peggy
Scott). Our sympathy to her family and friends.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
BREAKFAST

Sunday, July 27
7:30 to 11:30 a.m.
in the parish hall

Pancakes with topping bar, sausage,
scrambled eggs and drink.

$10 per person, $40 family maximum.

Proceeds will go toward scholarships for Camp Ondessonk.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the world about Jesus
through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use
the back door.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: A Bereavement Sup-
port Group will be held for parishioners and others in the vicariate
who have experienced a loss of a family member or friend. All are
welcome, no matter who you have lost or how long it has been
since your loss. The group will meet in the Rosary Room of the
parish hall on Mondays in September and October starting Septem-
ber 15, and ending with the All Souls Mass at St. Mary’s
Church. Those interested should contact Katie Wille at 309-531-
1233 or the parish office at 815-844-7683 to register or for more
information.

LECTORS FOR AUGUST
5:00pm Gary Doughan
7:00am Mick Peterson, Nancy Smith
9:30am Lisa M. Martin, Nick Milhauser
EXTRA ORDINARY MINISTERS FOR AUGUST
Scheduling is handled through Sign-Up Genius.
If you are a Eucharistic Minister and do not have
access to Sign-Up Genius, please contact Cece White.
GREETERS & USHERS FOR AUGUST
5:00pm Joyce Ashcraft, Lynn DiNardi, Bill Bertram, Kristy Duda,
Jim Sporrer
7:00am Mary Follmer, Bob Fox, Don Verdun, Mike Follmer,
Brad Follmer
9:30am Margo Law, Karen Moen, Peg Meier, Jacob Lauritsen,
Vic Johns, Victor Johns
SANCTUARY CLEANERS FOR AUGUST
Katie Wille, Linda Rhodes, Donna O’Shaughnessy, Earline Devito

BIBLE STUDY AT HOME: If you were unable to participate
in either of the two summer bible study groups currently taking
place in our parish, please consider an alternative with either or
both of the New Testament-inspired books by parishioner Dave

Mishur. The Jesus Diary chronicles the life of Christ through a
selection of Gospel events narrated by an anonymous observer. The
nativity, mission, passion, death and resurrection of Jesus are cov-
ered with respect and theological accuracy. The Big Tent extends
the narrative after the resurrection, highlighting the role of the
Apostles as they obey Christ's command to teach all nations. Pente-
cost and the conversion of St. Paul are brought to life by the same
anonymous observer. Paul's final voyage to Rome and dream se-
quence of the joys of heaven bring the book to a positive and uplift-
ing conclusion. Each chapter in both books is introduced by a
scriptural reference for further reading and meditation. Dave has a
few books available for sale or they can be ordered on Amazon or
many other sites. You may Google "dave mishur" for more info.

25TH AND 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: If you are
celebrating 25 or 50 years of marriage during the year 2025, please
call the Rectory at 844-7683 by August Ist so that we can submit
your names to the diocese for recognition by the Bishop. There will
be an Anniversary Celebration Mass on Sunday, September 21 at
4pm at the Cathedral in Peoria.

TEACHERS NEEDED AT

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL
Fourth Grade Teacher
Jr. High Language Arts/Literature Teacher

Teacher applicants must have a valid Illinois teaching certificate.
We are seeking Teachers who know and love Jesus. We seek
someone with a desire to make disciples of their students and grow
in discipleship with other staff. Candidates must portray abilities
of healthy teamwork among colleagues along with a desire to share
their knowledge and love of Jesus with students and staff. Please
send 3 letters of recommendation and a copy of your transcripts,
along with your resume and cover letter to Mrs. Karen Jones, St.
Mary’s School, 414 N. Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764 or you may
email these items to: jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org

ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST
St. Cyril of Jerusalem (315 to 386)

Doctor of The Church and Bishop of Jerusalem

Our Saints strong belief in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar
led them to adoration of the Eucharist. St. Cyril of Jerusalem wrote: "Do not, therefore, re-
gard the Bread and the Wine as simply that; for they are, according to the Master's decla-

ration, the Body and Blood of Christ. Even the senses suggest to you the other, let faith make you firm.....
Having learned these things, and being fully convinced that the apparent Bread is not bread, even though it
is sensible to the taste, but the Body of Christ; and that the apparent Wine is not wine, even though the

taste would have it so,...."
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SUPPORT THE FUTURE
OF ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

DID YOU KNOW?

There is a significant teacher shortage across the United States.

An estimated 87% of schools in lllinois are facing a teacher shortage for
the upcoming school year.

Catholic schools face unique challenges finding teachers due to salary
disparities. St. Mary’s teachers’ salaries are only 80% of the local public
schools.

Of five teacher vacancies for the upcoming year at SMS, two have not
been filled.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

PRAY that we can find qualified teachers
who embrace the mission of nurturing both
academic excellence and spiritual growth.
GIVE if you are able so that we can offer an
attractive salary and benefits package to
recruit and retain new teachers.

A parishioner has offered to
match gifts made 2:],
up to $50,000,
to help increase teachers’ salaries.

Your $1,000 gift can become $3,000!
Your $25 gift can become $75! i .
No gift is too small. Additionally, if you work for Matching Gift

an employer with a matching gifts program, your Opportu nity
gift can be worth even more!

DONATE OR LEARN MORE: > ¢

Check donations can be placed in an envelope labeled ‘Support the Future’ and placed
* in the collection basket. Online payments can be made at school.stmaryspontiac.org
and click ‘Support the Future’ or email gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org for more info.
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 3
1:30p shot gun start

9 hole Team Scramble

Wolf Creek Golf Course
$30 2 flights available:
A Flight: Participants 16+

F ER pERSIO N, B flight: Participants 15-under

To sign up: Please EMAIL - tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org
ayers - include ages for 15-under.

. .
\ B . L] §

| » s 4 | /
‘Payment due at check-in

.

FOCUS MISSIONARY UPDATE

Hi, my name is Cori Martin, and | just finished an exciting first year as a full-time FOCUS missionary.
Thank you so much to the organizations and donors who have supported me in reaching young lives. |
could not do this without you! | am home in Pontiac for July, and have been tasked with raising more
money to get to campus for my second year, and | need your help. Many of you heard this during my
talk last summer, but 70 percent of students lose their faith when they leave home and go to college. As
FOCUS missionaries, we work to change this, but we must have the help of our local parishioners to
continue making a difference.

With the help of bishops, chaplains, and generous supporters across the country, FOCUS missionaries
encounter students through friendship, inviting them into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and
accompanying them as they pursue lives of virtue and excellence. | love this mission of sharing the hope
and joy of the gospel with college students and am excited to continue working with the students | walk

with, as well as the students they have recruited and walk with, at Indiana University. When a student

experiences the authentic joy of a relationship with Christ, they cannot help but want to share it with

others! Spiritual multiplication is real and is why we had over 500 Bible study participants on campus

last school year! Our team reaches new students every week and helps them build a prayer life and

participate in the sacraments. | have been so blessed to see this with the students | am working with,

and | really want to get back to campus and continue this mission. However, to do this, | have to find
more mission partners willing to assist me in the journey.

The need is great, please consider reaching out using the QR code, email, text, or give me a call so | can “! fOCUS
tell you more about how we serve students on campuses across the nation in a real, present way,
because of our support teams back home. Together, we can renew a generation through the love of
Jesus Christ.

Cori Martin

Every Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or she has
encountered the love of God in Christ jesus...”
— Pope Francis

815-644-2211

focus.org/missionaries/corinne-martin/ corinne.martin(
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS
PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE Seven days a week, 24 hours a day!
GATHOLK Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts
HOLY FATHER FOR JULY SPIRIT p

WTN and local programming for
ou! It’s lively, entertaining, and in-
formative. We would like to thank the

For formation in discernment: Let us pray that we might again
learn how to discern, to know how to choose paths of life, and re-

ject everything that leads us away from Christ and the Gospel. FM lowing local businesses for under
RADIO riting the efforts of Catholic Spirit
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 27, 2025 NETWORK et adio: Knights of Columbus Council
Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time ek B854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons
Gn 18:20-32; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8; -Sullivan Realty.

ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:

Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm

Monday Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23; MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM
Mt 13:31-35
Tuesday Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus

Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-7, 8-9, 10-11,
12-13;Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42

Wednesday Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9; Mt 13:44-46
Thursday St. Ignatius of Loyola Ex 40:16-21, 34-38;
Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 11; Mt 13:47-53
Friday St. Alphonsus Liguori Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27,
34b-37; Ps 81:3-4, 5-6, 10-11ab; Mt 13:54-58
Saturday Lv 25:1, 8-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Mt 14:1-12
Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and
17; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21

% ONLINE
.0.. GIVING

St. Mary's Parish is now offering Online Giving.

Online Giving can be used to give to:
s Sunday Offering
* School Collection
* Food Pantry
* Building Maintenance Fund
* Memorials/Gifts
¢ School Annual Fund
* Scholarships

\

Start giving online today!

1. Visit our website at www.stmaryspontiac.org and click
on the online giving link.

2. Create an account.

3. Schedule your gift. Gifts given via checking or savings
account have no service charge. Debit and credit card
gifts will be assessed a 3% fee.

Please prayerfully consider giving online. If you have any
questions, contact the parish office at 815-844-7683.
Online Giving is provided by Our Sunday Visitor, a
Catholic not-for-profit organization serving parishes for
more than 100 years.
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Mon July 28
Tues July 29
Wed July 30
Thurs July 31
Fri Aug 1
Mon Aug 4
Tues Aug 5
Wed Aug 6
Thurs Aug 7
Fri Aug 8

We ask everyone to-pray for specific chuwch and school families each weekdaovy.
A list will be published here inthe bulletiny and in the newsletter yow receive in the mail.
Please remember these foumilies inv your prayers each day for them to-grow in their faitivthis year.

Mark & Kelli Trainor Family, Pat & Vicki Trainor Family
Steve & Sue Trainor Family, Zac & Stacie Travis Family
Christina Trevino Family, Mark & Connie Triplett Family
Mary Lou Tronc Family, Albert & Anne Trost Family
Debra Trost Family, Marcus Trevino Family
Joyce Trunk Family, Francisco & Abby Ugarte Family
Dan & Pat Unzicker Family, Jordan Uselding Family
Mike Vallow Family, John Vanek Family
Mike VanSickle Family, Mark & Sharon Vaughn Family
Ken & Cecilia Velez Family, Don Verdun Family

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY!

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR

FAMILY RESTAURANT

Banquet Room

ErArE

s e e

TIRES » ALIGNMENTS « BRAKES « AIR CONDITIONING - TUNE-UPS
CUSTOM EXHAUST « LUBRICATION « SHOCKS » STRUTS
FARM TIRE SERVICE - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

Sharri Pfaff, "%

Parishioners
815-844-2525 B - -
360S. Deerfield-nd'. « PfaffTireandAuto.com

Rt. 116 West
815-844-5757

STAMPS

BODY SHOP LLC
920 N Ladd - Pontiac
3 (815) 844-5727

llinois @
CatholicMatch.com/golL :

" BREAKFAST

?ommc

LUNCH

MEMBER FDIC

State Bank

of Graymont

Offices in Chenoa, Graymont,
Pontiac, & Saunemin

www.sbofgray.com

DINNER
.' COCKTAILS
"°““j_  FAMILY KITCHEN *
66 \ 904 CUSTER AVENUE BANQUET
_,.-:- . 815 844 1155 . SEATING
s aiaaa et UPTO 80
Get this bulletin | EE K_]u_l\'.%-l[}[. o

‘ W ‘0 emailed to you

every week.

Simply go (o
www.DM.CHURCH/1252 [=]¥;

..Or scan =p Eﬂﬁ
% DISCOVERMASS

E. Certified Kitchen Designer
815-822-0801

Jy.n_,{

WOOD HARBOR CABINETRY

QUARTZ & SOLID SURFACE COUNTERTOPS SE!

www.kitchenladydesigns.com

marvakitchenladydesigns.com
Professional Service. Expert Advice.

gl

2 GEM'S
CARPET CLEANING PLUS
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

815.844.4424

EREE ESTIMATES A Gerry & Karen Miller

Owners
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brazier,

“We Treat You Right”

o
815-842-0360

‘ DAIRY QUEEN

' m

Gray's Garage

*HEAVY DUTY SERVICE*PARTS*TOWING»

\III
il
14437 E 2000 North Rd. * Pontiac IL 61764

815-844-6163

www.graysgarage.net

5/
[?{é Bank of Pontiac

Bloomington * Coal Cify = Delavan = Dwight * Fairbury
Forrest = Melvin = Minier = Odell * Paxion = Piper Cily = Pontiac

Toll FREE 855-844-6151 | www.bankofpontiac.com
Member FDIC

PONTIAC

802 N LADD ST.

—

G
LYONS:-SULLIVAN

T REALT

Terry Sullivan,
Designated
Managing Broker

815-842-1400
321 W. Madison St.

www.LyonsSullivanRealty.com

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

DRISCOLL

601 S Newport Rd, Pontiac e 1-815-842-1143 or

1-800-851-7605

Driscollmotors.com

Service » Sales o Parts e Detailing

(4
d g il g
JOHN DEERE TRACTOR
Your local and reliable Full Service lohn Deere Dealer!
805 E Howard St.
Pontiac, IL 61764
815-842-1149

| Heritagetractor.com
Corley‘:‘] FAMILY DENTAL

Dr. Ryan Carley | Dr. Natalie Carley
cfdental@frontier.com

815.844.5200
1521 W. Reynolds St » Pontiac, IL

EVENGLOW

New Assisted Living Facility
Contact us l(’}{ld\- for more lnh}rumll{ln dl)uu{ a lour or our
Luncheon Learn date!

815.844.6131 1200 Even

Longest serving senior care organization in L|v||\g[un El)un[ymzh the newest Assisted
Living Facility. Single Studia Rooms to spacious 1-Bedroom Units, Memary Care
and Skilled Care Facility,

slow Ln, Pontiac

“Ask a Knight what you can do
for the Parish.”
Pontiac 2,

Smiths

Plumbing, Heating & A/C
DAN = STEVE
smithsplumbingandheatingil.com
822 East Howard St. - 815-844-7868

Council #854

7" www.KofC.org

KNIGHTS

OF COLUMBUS %

Grand Knight: lﬁick Ehrgott

(217) 248-0455
Fr. Joseph Baker, Chaplain
www.facebook.com/kofe854Pontiac li

Catholic Life Every.Day
www.myParishApp.com

myParish

+ Diagnostic Testing for
Pediatrics thru Geriatrics

+ Hearing Aid Services

+ Custom-made Earplugs

ADVERTISE

HERE

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

Greg Kurtenbach
State Farm Agent

800-284-8343
9GIBSON CITY

9 FAIRBURY
¥ PONTIAC

StateFarm

Mexican- Breakfast - American
DINE-IN OR DELIVERY

Only Delivered to Pontiac, llinois

DAILY SPECIALS

Visit us on Facebook

FAMI]_Y BESTA[]HANT

SEAVING AMERICAN & MEXICAN FOOD
(815) 844-2755 /107 E MADISON ST.
PONTIAG, ILLINOIS

April Paprocki ~ 612-867-9831
apaprocki@diocesan.com

31085 E. 2800 North Rd. « Dwight
Call for an appointment: 815.941.4700

|oERTRA
ft‘\!l ?TTOD?\TEYWLAWM

When was the last
time you had your :
hearing checked? bill@whbltdpc.com

318 North Mill 5t.  Pontiac, IL

815-842-1100

POINTE.

C p#wzzfc(zc
Extmord.mcu‘g Senior Living

WE ACCEPT MEDICAID | 815.844.6300
thepointeatpontiaccom
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