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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 
ADMINISTRATOR:  Fr . David Sabel 
 fr.david.sabel@gmail.com 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:  Fr . David Whiteside 
 frdwhiteside@gmail.com 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. George Wagner   815-848-3147   
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   5:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday   7:00 am 
Tuesday  5:30 pm 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:30-6:50 am 
Tuesday  5:00-5:25 pm   
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 
ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 
SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  Questions?  Contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $10,328.40 
 

School Collection was $2,621.00. 
 
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection:  This weekend. 
 
Building Maintenance Fund Collection:  Next weekend. 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

Saturday, June 7 
 8:00 a.m. Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish 
 5:00 p.m. Earl Simpson   
Sunday, June 8 (Pentecost Sunday) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. 50th wedd ann Douglas & Patty Swartz 
Monday, June 9 (Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church) 
 11:15 a.m. Nancy Fraher  
Tuesday, June 10 
 11:15 a.m. Dolores Young 
Wednesday, June 11 (St. Barnabas) 
 11:15 a.m. Carol Robisky 
Thursday, June 12 
 11:15 a.m. Holy Souls    
Friday, June 13 (St. Anthony of Padua) 
 11:15 a.m. Beverly Davies    
Saturday, June 14 
 5:00 p.m. 3rd ann Diane Flaherty   
Sunday, June 15 (The Most Holy Trinity) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. John DiNardi 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm.  On Tuesday, 
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm.  If you would like 
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please 
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 
815-844-7683.         
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class 
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. 
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance 
to reserve your spot to help us prepare.  *Do not select godparents 
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered. 
 
HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:  
Pick up a baby bottle at the doors of the church and drop in your 
spare change, bills, or a check.  Return it to church Father’s Day 
weekend and know that the spare change collected will be used to 
help mothers and their babies.  Your change can change lives! 
 
MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:  Mass will be offered at                          
Goldwater Care on Friday, June 13 at 9:30am. 
 
SUMMER HOURS:  The par ish office will be closed on Fr iday 
afternoons through Labor Day. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR par ishioner  Josephina Tor rez-Brady, 
R.I.P.  Our sympathy to her family and friends. 
 
ALL WEEKDAY MASSES WILL BE AT 11:15AM 

THIS WEEK DUE TO TOTUS TUUS. 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND. 
TUESDAY ADORATION WILL BE HELD 

IN THE CHAPEL THIS WEEK ALSO. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



JUNE 8, 2025 PAGE 3 PENTECOST 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will NOT meet 
this week due to Totus Tuus.  Their next gathering will be Thurs-
day, June 26. 
 
LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Please use 
the back door.    
 

BIBLE STUDIES 
PLANNED  

Two Bible studies are being 
planned for this sum-
mer:  "Unlocking the Mys-
tery of the Bible" and 
"Remaining with Je-
sus."  Both studies will meet 

weekly for 8 weeks and we hope to begin these the last full week of 
June.  One study, "Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible," is infor-
mational with videos and workbooks by Jeff Cavins, giving an 
overview of the Bible timeline with discussion.  Another study is 
on the Gospel of John, "Remaining with Jesus," a meditative study 
clarifying what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, by Father Brice 
Higginbathum.  Books will need to be ordered so please call Margo 
at 815-579-5102 or the parish office at 815-844-7683 to let us 
know which study you would like to attend, the time of day you 
would prefer the study, or any questions you may have. 
 
MAY QUICK DRAW WINNERS:  Congratulations to the fol-
lowing St. Mary’s School Quick Draw winners for the month of 
May:  Buck & Megan Casson, Lori Smerz, Colleen Barrett, Jeff & 
Kenzie Meister and Ashlee Keneipp.  Thank you to everyone 
who supported this year’s Quick Draw Raffle! 

 

PRICE INCREASE AT  
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY 
Effective July 1, 2025 

 

It has been 25 years since the price of a grave space 
increased.  Therefore the following prices will go into 
effect on July 1, 2025. 
 
Full Casket Burial Space—$500 
          One cremation can also be added to a full  
 casket space 
Cremation Lot for 2 will remain at $300 
 
 For those planning to be cremated, you will 
have to purchase a cremation lot.  We will no longer 
allow the purchase of a full casket burial space for 
those intending to be cremated.  This will preserve as 
much space as possible for many years come. 
 To purchase a lot, call Patti at the parish office 
to schedule an appointment, 815-844-7683. 

CLERGY CHANGES 
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025 

 

 Fr. David Sabel will become the Chaplain at OSF 
St. Elizabeth Medical Center in Ottawa, living at the 
rectory in Marseilles. 

 Fr. David Whiteside will be moving to Lowell, VT 
to be the Chaplain at a Carmelite Monastery. 

 Fr. Robert Rayson will become our Pastor oversee-
ing Pontiac, Chenoa & Lexington churches. 

 Fr. John Bazimenyera will become our Parochial 
Vicar assisting at Pontiac, Chenoa & Lexington 
churches. 

Fr. Rayson & Fr. Bazi will live here in Pontiac. 
 

FAREWELL RECEPTION  
FOR FATHER SABEL & 
FATHER WHITESIDE 

Sunday, June 22 after 9:30 Mass  
until 1pm at St. Mary’s Parish Hall. 

Refreshments will be available. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PENTECOST  
SUNDAY 

TEACH & REMIND 
 
I’m not very good at telling jokes. I 
like them, but after I hear one and 
laugh at it, I let it go and forget it. I 
suspect this doesn’t just apply to 
jokes. The Gospel today hints that 
the disciples may have had the 
same weakness when Jesus says 
the Spirit will “teach you everything 
and remind you of all that I told 
you” (John 14:26).  
 
Jesus spent three years teaching 
his disciples and showing them how 
much God loves them and how to 
love their neighbor. He used para-
bles as examples and miracles as 
signs of the Father’s love. He an-
swered their questions and ex-
plained things privately. Knowing 
that this would still not be enough, 
he promised to send the Spirit after 
he had risen. You have to experi-
ence some things to understand 
them. And that is what the disciples 
would do. 
 
When they received the Spirit after 
Jesus’ resurrection, they also began 
to do the things Jesus talked about. 
They fed the poor and healed the 
sick. Thus they began to experience 
Jesus in those around them. They 
would remember what Jesus had 
taught them and apply it in their 
lives. They even accepted suffering 
for their faith. 
 
We too can receive that promise 
from Jesus to have the Spirit teach 
and remind us. As we share our 
faith with others, we begin to experi-
ence Jesus in them. As we listen to 
the Lord in prayer, we are reminded 
of passages in the Bible and we 
begin to understand how they apply 
in our lives. May the Holy Spirit 
teach and remind us of the signs of 
God’s love. 

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST 
 

The manner of our indwelling in him through the sacrament of his body and blood is evident 
from the Lord's words: This world will see me no longer but you shall see me. Because I live 
you shall live also, for I am in my Father, you are in me, and I am in you. If it had been a 
question of a mere unity of will, why should he have given us this explanation of the steps 
by which it is achieved? He is in the Father by reason of his divine nature, we are in him by 

reason of his human birth, and he is in us through the mystery of the sacraments. This, surely, is what he 
wished us to believe; this is how he wanted us to understand the perfect unity that is achieved through our 
Mediator, who lives in the Father while we live in him, and who, while living in the Father, lives also in us. 
This is how we attain to unity with the Father. Christ is in very truth in the Father by his eternal generation; 
we are in the very truth in Christ, and he likewise is in us. 
                          ~Taken from the Office of Readings- Hilary: Treatise on the Trinity (continued) 

TEACHERS NEEDED AT  
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 

Fourth Grade Teacher,  
Jr. High Language Arts/Literature Teacher 

 

Teacher applicants must have a valid Illinois teaching certificate.   We are seeking Teachers who know and love Jesus.  We seek someone 
with a desire to make disciples of their students and grow in discipleship with other staff.  Candidates must portray abilities of healthy 
teamwork among colleagues along with a desire to share their knowledge and love of Jesus with students and staff.  Please send 3 letters of 
recommendation and a copy of your transcripts, along with your resume and cover letter to Mrs. Karen Jones, St. Mary’s School, 414 N. 
Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764 or you may email these items to:  jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.or  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR JUNE  

That the world might grow in compassion:  Let us pr ay that 
each one of us might find consolation in a personal relationship 
with Jesus, and from his Heart, learn to have compassion on the 
world.  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 8, 2025 
SSuunnddaayy  PPeenntteeccoosstt  SSuunnddaayy  

Vigil Mass: Gen 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or 
Ez 37:1-14 or Joel 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-
28, 29, 30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 
Mass during the Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 
29-30, 31, 34; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8-
17; Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26 

MMoonnddaayy  BBlleesssseedd  VViirrggiinn  MMaarryy,,  MMootthheerr  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh 
 Gen 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; Ps 87:1-2, 3 and 
 5, 6-7; Jn 19:25-34   
TTuueessddaayy  2 Cor 1:18-22; Ps 119:129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 
 135; Mt 5:13-16  
WWeeddnneessddaayy  SStt..  BBaarrnnaabbaass      Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3;  
 Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6; Mt 5:17-19 
TThhuurrssddaayy 2 Cor 3:15-4:1, 3-6; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-
 14; Mt 5:20-26 
FFrriiddaayy SStt..  AAnntthhoonnyy  ooff  PPaadduuaa      2 Cor 4:7-15;  
 Ps 116:10-11, 15-16, 17-18; Mt 5:27-32  
SSaattuurrddaayy    2 Cor 5:14-21; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12;  
  Mt 5:33-37   
SSuunnddaayy  TThhee  MMoosstt  HHoollyy  TTrriinniittyy      Prov 8:22-31;  
 Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 5:1-5; Jn 16:12-15 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a day!  
Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts 
EWTN and local programming for 
you! It’s lively, entertaining, and in-
formative.  We would like to thank the 
following local businesses for under-
writing the efforts of Catholic Spirit 
Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council 
#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons
-Sullivan Realty.      

ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:   
 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  
 
TEENS ENCOUNTER CHRIST (TEC), is a 3 day, overnight, fun filled, 
and spiritually exciting weekend that is open to teens of all faith 
from High School Sophomore through age 19. A TEC weekend 
provides you with an opportunity to experience the true love that 
Christ has for all of us.  A TEC weekend can be summed up in 4 
words: FAITH, FRIENDS, FUN, and FOOD!  The upcoming weekend 
is July 12-14 and will be held at Corpus Christi School in Blooming-
ton.  There will be 2 TECs running concurrently. TEC 161 for 
young ladies, and TEC 162 for young men.   
To sign up go to bn-tec.org to register.  Get your application in 
early to secure your spot, and don’t forget to invite a friend! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  OOUURR  CCHHUURRCCHH  &&  SSCCHHOOOOLL  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  TTHHIISS  YYEEAARR  
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 
A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   
 

Mon June 9  Peggy Scott Family, Jill Seal Family 
Tues June 10  Humberto & Rose Serna Family, Timothy & Rebecca Shafer Family 
Wed June 11  Brenda Shaughnessy Family, Karen Sholders Family 
Thurs June 12 Daniel Shearin & Lea Lumampao Family, Mudhu Shrivastav Family 
Fri June 13  Richard & Lois Shelby Family, John & Linda Shrewsbury Family 
Mon June 16  Tyler & Brooke Shrewsbury Family,  
    James & Lindsey Simmons Family 
Tues June 17  Harry & Pat Simpson Family, Jean Smetzer Family 
Wed June 18  Dan & Rose Smith Family, Eldon & Nancy Smith Family 
Thurs June 19 Lynn Smith Family, Randy Smith Family 
Fri June 20  Steve & Mary Smith Family, Susan Smith Family 
 

MMAAYY  GGOODD  BBLLEESSSS  AALLLL  OOUURR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  EEVVEERRYY  DDAAYY!!  

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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