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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764
Phone: 815-844-7683 Fax: 815-842-4345
Parish & School Website: www.stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac

PASTOR: Fr. Joseph A. Baker
frjbaker@stmaryspontiac.org 309-657-0966
PERMANENT DEACONS:
Decn. Jim Wallace servant518@outlook.com
Dcn. Ray White deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER: Patti Zehr
zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR: Danielle Gill
gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org
EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR: Margo Law
law.margo(@stmaryspontiac.org
MUSIC DIRECTORS: Marie Kane, Merryn Krenz,
& Kathy Schulz

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12 noon and 1:00-4:30 pm
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day

MASS TIMES:

Saturday 4:00 pm Sunday 7:00 am & 9:30 am
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 7:00 am
Thursday 8:15 am when school is in session

CONFESSION TIMES:

Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 6:25-6:55 am
Wednesday 12 noon —1:00 pm

Saturday 2:30-3:30 pm

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL.:

414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764

Phone: 815-844-6585

Principal: Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s School

Instagram: stmaryspontiac

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY: 401 E. Water St. Open to
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663)

SCRIP: SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com. If you do not have an
online account and would like to set one up, please contact Taryn
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn(@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663.

STEWARDSHIP
Collection last Sunday: $12,157.25

School Collection was $3,196.00.
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection: This weekend.

Building Maintenance Fund Collection: Next weekend.

%’ CMass Intentions

Saturday, December 9 (St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin)

4:00 pm.  Grace & Elmo DelJaynes
Sunday, December 10 (Second Sunday of Advent)

7:00 a.m.  Parish

9:30 aam.  Mary Caviezel

Monday, December 11 (St. Damasus I, pope)
7:00 aam.  John Benedino

Tuesday, December 12 (Our Lady of Guadalupe)
7:00 a.m.  Marsha Follett Pauly

Wednesday, December 13 (St. Lucy)

7:00 a.m.  Thanksgiving for the Blessings of Raul &
Cynthia Mangubat
Thursday, December 14 (St. John of the Cross)
8:15a.m.  Jean Jones
Friday, December 15
7:00 am.  8th ann Jim Masching
Saturday, December 16
4:00 p.m.  Irene Fraher
Sunday, December 17 (Third Sunday of Advent)
7:00 a.m.  Parish
9:30 am.  William Crowley

Servers for Saturday, December 16

4:00 p.m.  Chloe & Bailey Cox
Servers for Sunday, December 17

7:00 a.m.  Volunteers

9:30 a.am.  Gavin Schaidle, Chris Gray

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: The Adoration Chapel is
open each weekday, Monday-Friday from 8am until 8pm and Sat-
urday from 8am until 3pm. If you would like to spend an hour with
Jesus or share an hour with someone, please contact Darlene
DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 815-844-7683.

BAPTISM PREP CLASS: Ifyou are looking to have your first
child baptized or are expecting your first child and would like to be
prepared for the sacrament of Baptism when they arrive, please call
the parish office at 815-844-7683 to reserve your spot. Baptism
preparation classes will take place on the third Thursday of each
month at 6:00pm. *Please do not ask godparents until the class
has been attended, as this will be a topic that is covered.

MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME: Mass will be offered at
Evenglow on Friday, December 15 at 10am.

PLEASE PRAY FOR parishioner Joan Dittmer, R.I.P. Our
sympathy to her family and friends.

THANK YOU for all the generous donations that you made at
the student council bake sale last Sunday for Our Military Kids
Organization. | hope you all know what a difference you've made
in some child's life. Altogether we raised over $650. It was a huge
success thanks to all of you! Thanks again, Kate Lauritsen

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS WOULD LIE TO THANK
everyone who attended last week’s Christmas Breakfast. We had a
great turnout and greatly appreciate your support of our efforts!
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This weekend after all Masses. Please
join us in the old gym to view nativities
of our school and church families and

be reminded of the reason for the season.

ADVENT DIVINE MERCY SERVICE: All are invited to cele-
brate Advent by attending a Pontiac Vicariate-wide Divine Mercy
Service on Sunday, December 10 at 5:00 pm at St. Joseph Church
in Chenoa. The Illinois Wesleyan choir, under the direction of
Dr. Scott Ferguson, will provide beautiful music for this prayer
service where we will pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet, and have
confession and benediction.

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, December 14 from 9am to 12:30pm in the parish
hall.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the world about Jesus
through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use
the back door.

CGS ATRIUM CAN USE old Christmas cards with sacred im-
ages. They can also use scrapbooking paper with classic or solid
design, embroidery scissors, crafting felt of all colors, and Catholic
religious items received in the mail, but no longer wanted. There
will be some cutting work for parishioners if you want to watch for
Ziploc bags in the back of church in the coming weeks. Thank you
for your support of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd at St. Mary's!

SCRIP FOR CHRISTMAS: Just a reminder that SCRIP orders
are now placed through the app Raise Right. The program has
moved to 100% electronic. When you are shopping, you MUST
select “E-cards” ONLY. Any orders for physical gift cards will not
be processed. For any questions, email Taryn Tissiere at tis-
siere.taryn(@stmaryspontiac.org

Words do not do justice for this level of
S\ \yf gratitude regarding what our family has
'Z experienced in support, care, and love!
7 We have had hardships, stress and loss
— dealt to us these past days and years and
our struggles in all areas have been
massive! We could not have made it
through all these tough times without the support and care of this
St. Mary’s school and church community that we consider our
FAMILY! It is with great emotion and great warmth and an abun-
dance of LOVE that we offer our deepest THANKS to each one of
you that came forward to assist us and help us these past couple of
months! We can only hope to pay this support forward in the years

to come! God Bless each one of you for helping our family!

With all our Love and Thanks!
The Herkert Family, David, Madyson, and Dominik

-

(<%

JESSE TREES in the front corners of the church will have
new ornaments added each week symbolizing the Old Testa-
ment people “waiting” for the Messiah. Packets at the doors of
the church will name the Old Testament symbols for the four
weeks of Advent and the Bible verses which explain them Pick
up a packet and take it home to read the verses indicated for
each day of Advent with your family.

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SHUT-INS: In the pews this
weekend, you will find Christmas cards that we are asking eve-
ryone to sign. Please sign as many cards as you can. We want
lots of signatures so our shut-ins know we care!

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: Tues-
day, December 12 in the church. PreK-3rd Grade at 6:15pm.
4th-8th Grades with Living Nativity at 7:00pm

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE: Tuesday, December 19 at
6:30 p.m. in the church. Extra priests will be on hand to
help with individual confessions.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS: Baskets are at the doors of
the church for those wishing to donate non-perishable food
items or paper products to the St. Mary’s Food Pantry.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS may once again be purchased in
memory or in honor of a loved one. Please place your money
and the form below in an envelope marked “Christmas Flow-
ers” and place it in the collection basket. Please print names as
you want them to appear in the bulletin.

IN MEMORY OF
IN HONOR OF

YOUR NAME

Poinsettia 6 1/2 inch pot $10.00  Poinsettia 7 inch pot $15.00

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
Pontiac 4:00 & 8:00 pm
Lexington 4:00 pm
Flanagan 6:00 pm
Chenoa 8:00 pm

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
Pontiac 7:00 & 9:30 am
Lexington 9:00 am
Chatsworth 10:00 am
Chenoa 11:00 am

Poinsettia 8 inch pot $20.00
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LITTLE DISCIPLES

P < Moy, N
70 2024-2025
SRR REGISTRATION

Kindergarten and PreK4 registration for new families begins January 10, 2024.

We are...

* combining Catholic faith and teachings with academic excellence.
* providing a safe and welcoming environment for all students.

e partnering with parents in the faith formation of their children.

* setting high standards for student achievement.

* preparing students to be productive citizens and future leaders.

* instilling the value of service to others in our students.

Why choose us?

* Full, state private school recognition

ST. ¢ Certified teachers

MARY'’S ¢ Scholarships available

SCHOOL * PK - 8 building, one class of each
Eureka math curriculum, which has been the
most successful amongst Diocesan schools
Music, Art, PE, and Computers
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program
Teacher-Student Ratio 1:14
Flexible tuition payment plans

Why choose us?
* Full-day 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
LITTLE e Combined 3 and 4-year old classroom

DISCIPLES : gfrtif;ed Leacl;ers y -
pRESCHOOL ructured ana creative playtime

* Music, Art, PE, and technology
Minimum one hour daily rest time
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Program
Teacher-Student Ratio 1:10
Flexible tuition payment plans
*Age as of September 1.

St. Mary’'s School
CONTACT US TODAY: (815) 844-6585

school.stmaryspontiac.org

d N\ 4 \d 4 \ 4d 4
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST

The mark of the Christian is the willingness to look for the divine in
the flesh of a babe in a crib, the continuing Christ under the appear-
ance of bread on the altar. ~Venerable Fulton J. Sheen

Lord Jesus, all through Mass, I wait for the intimate moment when I
receive You in Holy Communion. Let my heart and my entire body
long for Your coming---in the Eucharist, on Christmas Day, and at
the end of time.

Prayer from: Meditations after Holy Communion-Guided medi-

ations for every Sunday and other Holy Days

Here is the link to the video shown a couple weeks ago:
What Early Christians Believed About the Eucharist: Matt Fradd Pints With Aquinas

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J]bgxxPtjtw0

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday (12/9) & Sunday (12/10): Nativity Walk in the MPR after all Masses
Sunday (1/21): After 7am Mass Coffee/Doughnuts/Eucharistic Video in the MPR (old gym)

St. Mary's School
Annual Fund Drive

is underway and we’ve
ly raised more
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Please help us react
our $36.000

school.stmary

2 flocknote
Get Connected!

St. Mary’s Church uses Flocknote to keep our parishioners informed of spe-
cial Masses and events and any changes or cancellations that may occur. If
you do not receive texts or emails from us, there are two ways to sign up.
Text the word PONTIAC to 84576 OR click the Flocknote link at the bottom
of the homepage of our website: church.stmaryspontiac.org
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 10, 2023

Sunday Second Sunday of Advent Is 40:1-5, 9-11;
Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8
Monday Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab & 10, 11-12, 13-14;
Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday Our Lady of Guadalupe Zec 2:14-17;
Judith 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Wednesday St. Lucy s 40-25-31; Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10;
Mt 11:28-30
Thursday St. John of the Cross Is 41:13-20;
Ps145:1and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab; Mt 11:11-15
Friday Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19;
Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday Third Sunday of Advent

Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54;
1Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Come volunteer
with OSF Hospice! We have a variety of opportunities that
help serve our patients and their families. Available opportu-
nities: visiting with patients, crocheting prayer shawls, sew-
ing fidget blankets, office help etc. Training is provided. For
more information on requirements or to obtain an applica-

PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE
HOLY FATHER FOR DECEMBER

For persons with disabilities: We pray that people living
with disabilities may be at the center of attention in society,
and that institutions may offer inclusive programs which val-
ue their active participation.

SPIRIT

CATHOLIC

SPIRIT RADIO

7 days a week, 24 hours a day!
Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts
EWTN and local programming
for you! It’s lively, entertaining,
and informative. Catholic Spirit
Radio is on 89.5 FM and 92.5
RA D IO FM, and now on 88.3 FM in the
Pontiac area, and online at
www.catholicspiritradio.com We would like to thank the
following local businesses for underwriting the efforts of
Catholic Spirit Radio: Knights of Columbus Council #854,
Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons-Sullivan Realty. If you
would like to support CSR, please contact Jerry LoPiccalo at
630-514-6221.
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO: Everyday

tion  please call  309-451-5925 Ext 7 or at4:30am and 8:30pm.
email Mary.Cox(@osthealthcare.org. MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM
W) Catholic Spirit Radio has a new free app.
3*"0;; O N L| N E They upgraded so that listeners with newer phones,
r,"“"\ tablets, and other listening devices can access
'UA N G IVI N G Catholic Spirit Radio programs and podcasts. Go to
Google Play or Apple App store to find the new app:

St. Mary's Parish is now offering Online Giving. Catholic Spirit Talk Radio.

New App - Same Quality Catholic Programs!
Online Giving can be used to give to:

* Sunday Offering FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY:

* School Collection Single Catholic Women 20-35: Franciscan Sisters invite you

* Food Pantry to in-person and on-line Discernment Events designed for

* Building Maintenance Fund you. Discover your calling and purpose. Visit https://fscc-

* Memorials/Gifts calledtobe.org or contact Sr. Julie Ann 920-323-9632.

* School Annual Fund

* Scholarships LIFE LINE SCREENING: There is a simple, convenient

: . way for you to get preventive health screenings and learn
Start‘glvmg onI!ne today! _ 3 your risk for stroke, heart disease and other chronic condi-
1. Visit our website at www.stmaryspontiac.org and click tions. These painless screenings go beyond your regular
gnctrh;?eng:‘zf:gzﬁt“nk' checkup to identify dangerous plaque buildup or blockage, a
3. Schadu ift. Gifts gi i chacki _ major risk factor for stroke and heart disease. The screenings

~SCRECUIE YO ST SHILS GIVENI i3 CRIFCKING Of. SAVINgs are accurate, affordable and will give you valuable infor-
account have no service charge. Debit and credit card . .

; . mation about your health that you can share with your doc-
sl beasesainIniee. tor. We are pleased to host Life Line Screening, who will be
Please prayerfully consider giving online. If you have any on site on Wednesday, January 3 at St. Mary's Parish
questions, contact the parish office at 815-844-7683. Hall to conduct these valuable screenings. These 4 vital
Online Giving is provided by Our Sunday Visitor, a screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. Register by call-
Catholic not-for-profit organization serving parishes for ing toll free 1-844-591-7160, text the word "circle" to 216-
more than 100 years. 279-1607 or online at https://llsa.social/HC
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
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PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR

We ask everyone to-pray for specific chuwch and school families each weekdaovy .
A list will be published here in the bulletiny and in the newsletter yow receive in the mail.
Please remember these foumilies inv your prayers each day for them to-grow in their faitivthis year.

Mon Dec 11 Kim Trainor Family, Harper Bachmann Family

Tues Dec 12 Christina Trevino Family, Lexi Brown Family

Wed Dec 13 Edward Trainor Family, Leo & Elliott Bauman Family

Thurs Dec 14 Marcus Trevino Family, Jasmine Kennedy Family

Fri Dec 15 Jim Trainor Family, Reagan Mackinson Family

Mon Dec 18 Mark & Kelli Trainor Family, Isaac & Cameron Mackinson Family
Tues Dec 19 Mary Lou Tronc Family, Palmer, Callum & Eva Masching Family
Wed Dec 20 John Trainor Family, Beckett Legner Family

Thurs Dec 21 Pat & Vicki Trainor Family, Briggs Yantis Family

Fri Dec 22 Albert & Anne Trost Family, Bryson Hall Family

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY!

LYONS |
BROTHERS

HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING,
INC.

LENNOX )
BanquetRoom ||815-844-3585
Rt. 116 West 727 W MADISON

FAMILY RESTAURRNT

Get this bulletin
W I‘o emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/1252 [
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 BesiOe PFAFF

TINE & auto cane TIRE & AUTO INC.

St A

CUSTOM EXHAUST « LUBRICATION « SHOCKS « STRUTS
FARM TIRE SERVICE - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

Robert &
Sharri Pfaff,

Parishioners

TIRES « ALIGNMENTS « BRAKES « AIR CONDITIONING « TUNE-UPS

815-844-5757 | |y ncprothers.com §| =
— )

HEALTHCARE

‘ 0SFHealthCare.org \

STAMPS

BODY SHOP, LLC
A4 920 N Ladd - Pontiac
5 (815) 844-5727

".. BREAKFAST

ONTIAC

5_  FAMILY KITCHEN °
66 \ 904 CUSTER AVENUE
_,-;-_ 815 844 3155

'/ COCKTAILS

_-"" BANQUET

LUNCH
DINNER

SEATING
UP TO 80

State Bank

of Graymont

Offices in Chenoa, Graymont,
Pontiac, & Saunemin

MEMBER FDIC www'SbOfgray. com

CatholicMatch.com/golIL

catholicmatch’
lllinois

Em KITCHEN LADY

MARY D. SOLON,

815-822-0801

WOOD HARBOR CABINETRY

QUARTZ & SOLID SURFACE COUNTERTOPS E!

www.kitchenladydesigns.com

Certified Kitchen Designer

marvakitchenladydesigns.com
Professional Service. Expert Advice.

CKD

GEM'S

CARPET CLEANING PLUS
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

815.844.4424
FREE ESTIMATES

2 A* Gerry & Karen Miller

Owners
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LlVINGSTON

FINE QUALITY
! AGRICULTURAL LIMESTONE

Crushed Stone
To Your Specifications

RR NO. 4, PONTIAC
www.livstoneco.com

\ ! ALL LINES OF INSURANCE
Retirement & Tax Services

T I hW 815-842-2099 - 815-674-4420 Cell
Agenti) jminsurance.seed@frontier.com

hrazier,

“We Treat You Right”

g .

LYONS:-SULLIVAN
PONTIAC : PREALT v

ﬂ DAIRY QUEEN e

802 N LADD ST. e Terry Sullivan,
“ ‘a 815 fu2 .1400 Designated
- 321 W Madison St. Managing Broker

Tim Bassett, Broker 815-822-8182
Brett Graves, Broker 815-674-1458
Jackie Mustread, Broker 815-674-2923

www.LyonsSullivanRealty.com

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information,
please call the parish office.

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

Corley‘j FAMILY DENTAL

Dr. Ryan Carley | Dr. Natalie Carley
cfdental@frontier.com

815.844.5200
1521 W. Reynolds St « Pontiac, IL

7
3 Y > Bank of Pontiac

Pontiac = Odell » Dwight = Forrest = Fairbury = Coal City
Minier + Delavan * Bloomington
Toll FREE 855-844-6151 | www.bankofpontiac.com

Member FDIC

FiG mily
NILLIAM s, _ . PRAIRIE STATE
eERTRA & ) o g~ TRACTOR
6 -l M F . o JoHnN DEERE
ATAED N ;3 e R a 5 Your local and reliable Full Service John Deere Dealer!
- -
A 805 E Howard St.
bill@whbltdpe.com Se"gﬁ;ﬂf‘;;‘;;gsgm:;"dm Pontiac, IL 61764
318 North Mill 5t. Pontiac, IL 815-842-1149
815-842-1100 (855) 815-1585
WWW. FLAWLESSFAMILYHOMECARE.COM.

Switha

Plumbing, Heating & A/C
DAN - STEVE
smithsplumbingandheatingil.com
822 East Howard St. - 815-844-7868

DRISCOLL

601 S Newport Rd, Pontiac e 1-815-842-1143 or

1-800-851-7605

: Greg Kurtenbach
: Drls(ioflmlcntorscom _ State Farm Agent
Service « Sales o Parts o Detailing 800-284-8343

= 4 9GIBSON CITY
“Ask a Knight what you can do \ 9 FAIRBURY

Sfor the Parish.” ./ _ 9 PONTIAC
Pontiac A

PK=85 Counci ;
KN[GHTS = e 1834 | N . StateFarm

OF COLUMBUS W/ WwwKofCorg

Grand Knight: Bill Bertram |
(815) 690-7072 ~__ Mexican - Breakfast - American
Fr. Joseph Baker, Chaplain SON DINE-IN OR DELIVERY

www.facebook.com/kofc854Pontiac K1 | Only Defyered € Pontiac, Minols
SInES DAILY SPECIALS

Visit us on Facebook

FAMII.Y BESTM!HAHT

SERVING AMERICAN & MEXICAN FOOD

(815) 844-2755 /107 E MADISON ST.
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

ADVERTISE
HERE

Locally Owned & Operated by Paul & Mary Breznay

V7 Free Hamburger
/ \ \ with purchase of
| any item
One coupon per visit,

i'm lovin’ it Nt valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/24.
M Redeemable COnly at Pontiac McDonalds

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

Susie Boone ~ 269-226-0064 Richard Gutknecht
sboone@diocesan.com
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