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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 
PASTOR:  Fr . Joseph A. Baker  
 frjbaker@stmaryspontiac.org 309-657-0966 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane, Mer ryn Krenz,  
 & Kathy Schulz  
 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12 noon and 1:00-4:30 pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   4:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday   7:00 am 
Thursday  8:15 am when school is in session 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:25-6:55 am 
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday  2:30-3:30 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School 
Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 
ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 
SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  If you do not have an 
online account and would like to set one up, please contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $12,299.40 
 

Building Maintenance Fund Collection:  This weekend. 
 
World Mission Sunday Collection:  Next weekend. 
 
THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.   

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

Saturday, October 14 (St. Callistus I, pope) 
 4:00 p.m. Mary Jo Murphy 
Sunday, October 15 (28th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Ron Kennedy 
 9:30 a.m. Parish 
Monday, October 16 (St. Hedwig; St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
 7:00 a.m. Edith Mathis 
Tuesday, October 17 (St. Ignatius of Antioch) 
 7:00 a.m.  Fran Meredith  
Wednesday, October 18 (St. Luke, Evangelist) 
 7:00 a.m. COMMUNION SERVICE ONLY 
Thursday, October 19 (St. John de Brebeuf and Isaac Jogues 
    and Companions) 
 8:15 a.m. Patrick Green  
Friday, October 20 (St. Paul of the Cross)  
 7:00 a.m. Kris Martin Ryan 
Saturday, October 21 
 4:00 p.m. 16th ann Agnes Masching 
Sunday, October 22 (29th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 7:00 a.m. Rita Schaeffer 
 9:30 a.m. Parish 
 

Servers for Saturday, October 21 
 4:00 p.m. Volunteers  
Servers for Sunday, October 22 
 7:00 a.m. Volunteers 
 9:30 a.m. Ella Ashcraft, Kaylee & Brooklyn Delheimer 
          
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open each weekday, Monday-Friday from 8am until 8pm and Sat-
urday from 8am until 3pm.  If you would like to spend an hour with 
Jesus or share an hour with someone, please contact Darlene 
DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 815-844-7683.       
 

BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized or are expecting your first child and would like to be 
prepared for the sacrament of Baptism when they arrive, please call 
the parish office at 815-844-7683 to reserve your spot. Baptism 
preparation classes will take place on the third Thursday of each 
month at 6:00pm. *Please do not ask godparents until the class 
has been attended, as this will be a topic that is covered. 
 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL:  Our goal this year is $89,801.  If 
you received your pledge card in the mail, please complete it and 
mail it back to the diocese.  If you did not receive a card in the 
mail, there are pledge cards at the doors of the church that can be 
returned in the collection basket.  
 

MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:  Mass will be offered at 
the new Evenglow on Friday, October 20 at 10am.  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR par ishioner  Patr icia Ochs, R.I.P.  Our  
sympathy to her family and friends. 
 

WEDNESDAY COMMUNION SERVICE 
The priests will be out of town on Wednesday,  

October 18 for Priest Assembly Days.  Therefore,  
Deacon Ray will offer a Communion Service  

at 7am in place of the regular daily Mass. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ALL SOUL’S DAY MEMORIAL MASS:  As par ishioners and 
family of parishioners pass away we try to acknowledge these peo-
ple in the bulletin each week.  The Bereavement Group is putting 
together a Memorial Mass to be held on Thursday, November 2 at 
6:00pm.  They have taken names from the bulletin over  the past 
year.  If you have lost a loved one since November of last year and 
did not see their name in the bulletin, please call the Rectory at 844-
7683 to add their name to our Memorial list.   
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS will meet Thursday, October 18 at 
6:30pm in the Our  Lady of the Rosary Room of the par ish hall. 
  
LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Please use 
the back door.    
 

ST. MARY’S AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM:  St. Mary’s 
School is looking to start an afterschool program from 3:00pm-
5:30pm five days a week. We are asking for your help in supervis-
ing it.  If you are interested in learning more about this new pro-
gram, please contact Karen Jones at St. Mary’s School, by emailing 
her at jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org or calling the school at 815-
844-6585. 
 

MISSION APPEAL:  Next weekend, October 21/22 we welcome 
Fr. John Bosco Mujuni who will speak at all the masses about sup-
porting his home mission Church in the Archdiocese of Mbarara, 
Uganda, East Africa.   
 Fr. John Bosco will share the needs of his home mission 
church that is currently under construction. The new church was 
necessitated by an increase in the number of Christians in his home 
area. The old Church that was used since 1983 is very small to ac-
commodate the number of Church participants. It was also con-
structed with poor materials that cannot make it last longer. The 
Church under construction has been roofed. The next phase is of 
completion, which entails: Stained glass windows, internal and ex-
ternal finishing, electric wiring and plumbing; estimated at $70,000. 
Any amount you can donate will be highly appreciated. 
 Currently Fr. John Bosco is one of the African priests serv-
ing in our Diocese of Peoria at St. Patrick Parish, Dwight and St. 
Paul Parish, Odell.  As a way of appreciating the services rendered 
by the priests from Africa and other mission lands, the Diocese of 
Peoria encourages each parish to have a missionary visit arranged, 
in order to support some churches in the mission lands. 
 Fr. John Bosco will have envelopes available where you 
can put your donation. If you will not be at Mass, you can send your 
donation by any other envelope of your choice, and mark your do-
nation as Mission appeal.  Please let us welcome Fr. John Bosco 
and be as generous as we can. 

VOLUNTEERS & FOOD NEEDED FOR PAR-
ISH THANKSGIVING DINNER:  Workers, as 
well as desserts and food items are needed for our 
dinner on November 12.  Please go to: 

www.stmaryspontiac.org and click on the link 
to sign up.  If you do not have a computer or are 
having trouble signing up, please call Bernie Tim-
merman at 815-822-2961 or 815-844-1479 to sign 
up with your times or food donations.  If donating a 
pie, it would be appreciated if it was in a non-
returnable container in case someone wants to pur-
chase a whole pie.  Thank you for your help! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 

ST. MARY’S ANNUAL  

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12 

11am-2pm 

 

ST. MARY’S PARISH HALL 

I'd like to announce publicly and offer my congratulations to Me-
gan Lauritsen who recently accepted a position as Director of 
Youth Ministry for the Archdiocese of Indianapolis! Megan has 
served the last couple years as the Director of Evangelization and 
Youth Ministry here at St. Mary's and will begin her new position 
on October 30. As many of you know, she grew up here in Ponti-
ac and is a young woman of tremendous zeal and love for our 
Catholic faith. It's a testament to her family and our community 
of faith  that one of our native daughters has been hired for this 
important position in a large archdiocese. So while I'm certainly 
sad to see her go, I know she's seeking to follow the Lord's will 
as she's sent off to a different vineyard where her witness will, no 
doubt, bring many people to Jesus and His Church. I invite you to 
join me in offering prayers of thanksgiving for Megan's service to 
our community the last couple years and also imploring our 
Blessed Mother to continue to guide Megan as she moves on to 
Indianapolis. At the present moment I do not have plans to re-
place Megan. I've spoken to her about her various roles and have 
had some discussions about how we may proceed without her in 
the immediate future. This is something I will continue to dis-
cern. In the meantime if you or anyone you know is interested in 
leadership with our youth group, PLEASE reach out to me! Once 
again, congratulations, Megan!  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
FISH FRY 

 

Friday, October 27 
5-7 p.m. in the Parish Hall 

 

Fried pollack, baked cod, fried shrimp,  
potato, green beans, & drink. 

 

$11 for adults, $6 for children ages 6-12, $35 family max 
Carryouts available 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST 
 

 "Having passed from this world to the Father, Christ gives us in the Eu-
charist the pledge of glory with him. Participation in the Holy Sacrifice identi-
fies us with his Heart, sustains our strength along the pilgrimage of this life, 
makes us long for eternal life, and unites us even now to the Church in heav-
en, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all the Saints." CCC1419  
 Have you ever asked the Holy Spirit to help you participate in the Mass 
more deeply?? I don't just mean the outward things like singing, vocalizing the 

prayers of the Mass that are said by the congregation instead of remaining silent, but actually ask-
ing Our Lord to help you to bring your heart into the participation of the Mass. Just like any rela-
tionship if you stop participating with an open heart and learning more about one another, that re-
lationship becomes stale and boring. So maybe next time you go to Mass, ask the Holy Spirit to 
help you to participate more in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and watch what happens overtime.  
 "The greatest love story of all time is contained in a tiny white host."  
          -Venerable Fulton J. Sheen 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday, October 15 after 9:30 Mass 
 Coffee/Donuts/Eucharistic Video in the MPR (old gym) 
Tuesday, November 7 at 6:00pm 
 Holy Hour in Church with Diocese of Peoria Traveling Monstrance 
Saturday, November 18 after 4:00 Mass 
 Wine/Cheese/Crackers/Eucharistic Video in the MPR (old gym) 

If you sign up to attend this event >>>>>>>>> 
next summer, please contact parishioner Deb 
Bromberek, a member of our Eucharistic Reviv-
al committee, so we can have a complete list of 
those from our parish who are attending in case 
any gatherings may be planned at the event:  
Deb Bromberek, 815-844-6149,  
auntiedeb@frontier.com 

DISHES LEFT BEHIND FROM FUNERAL DINNERS:  
The following parishioners have a dish to claim from a funeral 
dinner:     Kelli Trainor, M. Baker, Sue Smith, Joanne Coriell, 
Mary Timmerman, Brenda Shaughnessy, Paula Rosenbaum, 
Jane Kuerth, Jamie Drilling, and many more with no names.  
Contact the church office if you need to pick up a dish. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS STATE OF ILLINOIS VOCA-
TIONS RAFFLE:  Raffle tickets to suppor t the Knights of 
Columbus State of Illinois Vocations Program are available at 
all doors of the church.  A book of 15 tickets is $15 with a 
chance to win $10,000!  Take a book and return it to the collec-
tion basket the following weekend with your check made paya-
ble to Knights of Columbus.  Proceeds from this raffle will allow 
us to support seminarians from our Diocese who are needed to 
help make our churches strong and lead our Church into the fu-
ture.  If you have any questions, please call Mark Corrigan at 
815-848-3066. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR OCTOBER  

For the Synod:  We pray for  the Church, that she may adopt 
listening and dialogue as a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself 
to be guided by the Holy Spirit towards the peripheries of the 
world.  

 

 CATHOLIC 
SPIRIT RADIO 

7 days a week, 24 hours a day!  
Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts 
EWTN and local programming 
for you! It’s lively, entertaining, 
and informative.  Catholic Spirit 
Radio is on 89.5 FM and 92.5 
FM, and now on 88.3 FM in the 
Pontiac area, and online at 

www.catholicspiritradio.com  We would like to thank the 
following local businesses for underwriting the efforts of 
Catholic Spirit Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council #854 & 
Lyons-Sullivan Realty.  If you would like to support CSR, 
please contact Jerry LoPiccalo at 630-514-6221.    
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:  Everyday 
at 4:30am and 8:30pm.   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  

 
Catholic Spirit Radio has a new free app. 

They upgraded so that listeners with newer phones, 
tablets, and other listening devices can access 
Catholic Spirit Radio programs and podcasts.  

Go to Google Play or Apple App store 
to find the new app: 

Catholic Spirit Talk Radio. 
 New App - Same Quality Catholic Programs! 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 15, 2023 
Sunday Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5- 6;  
 Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; Mt 22:1-14 or Mt 22:1-10 
Monday St. Hedwig, St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
 Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98:1bcde, 2-3ab, 3cd-4;  
 Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday St. Ignatius of Antioch 
 Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday St. Luke, Evangelist   2 Tm 4:10-17b;  
 Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18; Lk 10:1-9 
Thursday Sts. John de Brébeuf & Isaac Jogues, and 
 Companions   Rom 3:21-30;  
 Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab; Lk 11:47-54 
Friday St. Paul of the Cross 
 Rom 4:1-8; Ps 32:1b-2, 5,11; Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday Rom 4:13, 16-18; Ps 105:6-7, 8-9, 42-43;  
 Lk 12:8-12 
Sunday Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10;  
 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21 

HELP SAVE OUR SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM! 

 

The “Invest in Kids” Illinois tax credit scholarship pro-
gram provides income-eligible families with critical 
scholarships to private schools like St. Mary’s. Over 
the last five years, this program has provided dozens 
of scholarships to SMS 
students.  Unfortunately, 
this program is due to ex-
pire at the end of this cal-
endar year.  We need 
your help!  Please scan 
this QR code to send an 
email to your state legisla-
tor asking them to 
‘remove the sunset’ so 
this program does not  
expire. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR 

 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 

A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   

 

Mon Oct 16  Lynn Smith Family, McKenna Woodcock Family 
Tues Oct 17  William Spaniol Family, Cora, Jovi & Colt Aupperle Family 
Wed Oct 18  Amy Starker Family, September Brownell Family 
Thurs Oct 19  Randy Smith Family, Aden & Bevin Brummel Family 
Fri Oct 20  Jim & Kathy Sporrer Family, Aariv Chaudhari Family 
Mon Oct 23  Donna Steffens Family, Nora Eppel Family 
Tues Oct 24  Steve Smith Family, Harper Highland Family 
Wed Oct 25  James Stadel Family, Kennedy Krenz Family 
Thurs Oct 26  Cindy Steiner Family, Arkadiy Kukharskiy Family 
Fri Oct 27  Sue Smith Family, Anna Loucks Family 

  

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY! 
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727 W MADISON

LYONS
BROTHERS

815-844-3585

HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING,

INC.

lyonsbrothers.com

STAMPS
BODY SHOP, LLC

(815) 844-5727

920 N Ladd - Pontiac

PONTIAC
FAMILY KITCHEN

904 CUSTER AVENUE
815-844-3155

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

COCKTAILS

BANQUET 
SEATING 
UP TO 80

Gerry & Karen Miller
Owners

www.gemscarpetcleaningplusreviews.com

Free Estimates

815.844.4424

Commercial & Residential

360 S. Deerfield Rd. • PfaffTireandAuto.com

815-844-2525

Robert & 
Sharri Pfaff, 
Parishioners

TIRES • ALIGNMENTS • BRAKES • AIR CONDITIONING • TUNE-UPS 
CUSTOM EXHAUST • LUBRICATION • SHOCKS • STRUTS

FARM TIRE SERVICE • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

PFAFF
TIRE & AUTO INC.

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2023 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12520217
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12520198
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12520599
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12520399
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12521687


 A
d

v
e

rtise
 

B
u

sin
e

ss
O

n
lin

e
 a

t D
io

c
e
sa

n
.c

o
m

/
1-8

0
0

-7
8

3
-16

2
3

1252

PONTIAC
DAIRY QUEEN

802 N LADD ST.

“We Treat You Right”LIVINGSTON
STONE
Company

Fine Quality
Agricultural Limestone

Crushed Stone
To Your Specifications

RR N0. 4, PONTIAC
www.livstoneco.com
815-844-6341

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

FINE MEXICAN CUISINE

Corner Route 66 & 23, Pontiac
815-844-4564

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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