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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 

PASTOR:  Fr . Adam Cesarek 
 father.adam@stmaryspontiac.org 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: 
 Megan Lauritsen       
 lauritsen.megan@stmaryspontiac.org 
LEADERSHIP & DISCIPLESHIP DIRECTOR:  Kel Krenz 
 krenz.kel@stmaryspontiac.org  
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane, Mer ryn Krenz,  
 & Kathy Schulz  
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12 noon and 1:00-4:30 pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 

MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   4:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday   7:00 am 
Thursday  8:15 am 
 

CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:25-6:55 am 
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday  2:30-3:30 pm 
 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School 
Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 

SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  If you do not have an 
online account and would like to set one up, please contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $8,953.40 
 

School Collection:  This weekend. 
 
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection:  next weekend. 
 

THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.   
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Saturday, May 6 
 8:00 a.m. Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish 
 4:00 p.m. Selma Simpson 
Sunday, May 7 (Fifth Sunday of Easter) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. Bernard & Gertrude Gschwendtner 
Monday, May 8 
 7:00 a.m. Robert Keith Verdun   
Tuesday, May 9 
 7:00 a.m. Mike Smith & Helen Vill 
Wednesday, May 10 (St. John of Avila) 
 7:00 a.m. 3rd ann Jose Gonzalez 
Thursday, May 11 
 8:15 a.m. Starr Kohn & Dorothy Trainor  
Friday, May 12 (Sts. Nereus & Achilleus, St. Pancras) 
 7:00 a.m. Jean Jones 
Saturday, May 13 (Our Lady of Fatima) 
 4:00 p.m. Jim Wallace IV 
Sunday, May 14 (Sixth Sunday of Easter) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. 50th wedd ann Jim & Pat Bednar 
 
Servers for Saturday, May 13 
 4:00 p.m. Volunteers 
Servers for Sunday, May 14 
 7:00 a.m. Volunteers  
 9:30 a.m. Finan & Rosie Krenz 
   
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  Adoration is open each week-
day, Monday-Friday from 8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am 
until 3pm.  Adoration is in the Chapel except for Thursdays when it 
is held in the church.  If you would like to spend an hour with Jesus 
or share an hour with someone, please contact Darlene DeMattia at 
815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 815-844-7683.       
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to get your  fir st 
child baptized, or are expecting your first child and would like to be 
prepared for the sacrament of Baptism when they arrive, please call 
the parish office at 815-844-7683 to set up a date and time for Bap-
tism prep class.  
 
LOOKING FOR DONATED ITEMS:  St. Mary’s Women’s 
Guild will host their Annual Parish Thanksgiving Dinner on Sun-
day, November 12.  They are working on putting together a raffle.  
Do you do woodworking, quilt, crochet or knit?  Would you be 
willing to donate a handmade item to the raffle?  Would you be 
willing to purchase a larger item such as a bike or electronics for 
the raffle?  If you can help, please contact the Women’s Guild Pres-
ident, Sue Smith at 815-307-4647. 
   
CONGRATULATIONS to McKenna Woodcock, who received 
her First Communion last Saturday. 
 
MSGR. MACK 45TH ANNIVERSARY:  All St. Mary’s parish-
ioners are invited to Immaculate Conception Church in Monmouth 
to celebrate the 45th Anniversary of Msgr. Mack’s Ordination on 
Sunday, June 11.  Mass at 1pm followed by a Reception Lunch.  
RSVP by May 19 to 309-734-7533. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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GRADUATES MASS:  This year ’s Senior Graduates Mass will 
be celebrated on Sunday, May 21 at the 9:30am Mass.  Invitations 
have been sent out.  If you have a senior graduate and did not re-
ceive this invitation, please contact the parish office.  RSVPs can be 
returned in the collection basket or mailed to the parish office. 

 
CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY SEWING CIRCLE will meet 
Thursday, May 11 from 9am to 12:30pm in the par ish hall. 

 
ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP:  All high school students are 
invited to join us every Sunday evening from 6:30-8:30pm starting 
September 11.  Youth group meets in the upstairs of the Parish Cen-
ter (former rectory).  Please use the back door. 

 
LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Please use 
the back door.    

 
WOMEN’S GUILD RUMMAGE SALE FUNDRAISER:  The 
Women’s Guild will be holding a Rummage Sale Fundraiser in the 
parish hall on Friday, June 23 & Saturday, June 24.  Donated items 
in good condition are needed for the sale such as books, jewelry, 
linens, toys, household items, decorations and miscellaneous items.  
NO CLOTHES!  Start saving your items.  Drop off information will 
be provided closer to the sale date. 

EMMAUS DAYS: SESSIONS I & II 
Sessions I and II are overnight retreats. Participants deepen their 
faith and focus on discerning God's will through prayer and the 
sacraments. By listening to and spending time with priests and 
seminarians, participants get a glimpse into their lives. Along with 
prayer and other devotions, activities like various sports and card 
games are played. 
Session I   June 9-11  Working & College Men 
Session II   June 23-26  High School Juniors & Seniors 
Both sessions held at St. John's Catholic Newman Center, 
Champaign 
 

EMMAUS DAYS: SESSIONS III & IV 
Sessions III and IV are overnight retreats. Led by seminarians, 
participants hear God’s call to become authentic Christian men. 
The experience includes prayer, talks from seminarians and activi-
ties like basketball, ultimate frisbee, card games, and swimming. 
Session III   July 16-19  High School Freshmen & Sophomores 
Session IV   July 19-21  Seventh & Eighth Graders 
Both sessions held at Peoria Notre Dame High School 
To register for any session, go to:  
comeandfollowme.org/emmausdays 

HELP SAVE OUR SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM! 

The “Invest in Kids” Illinois tax credit scholarship program 
provides income-eligible families with critical scholarships 
to private schools like St. Mary’s. Over the last five years, 
this program has provided 
dozens of scholarships to 
SMS students.  Unfortunately, 
this program is due to expire 
at the end of this calendar 
year.  We need your help!  
Please scan this QR code to 
send an email to your state 
legislator asking them to 
‘remove the sunset’ so this 
program does not expire. 

CAN YOU HELP US CLEAR THE LIST  
AND HELP A CHILD  

RECEIVE A CATHOLIC EDUCATION? 
There are 27 students who need financial assis-
tance to be able to attend St. Mary’s School 
next year. So far, we have been able to raise 

funds to help 10 of these students. To ‘CLEAR THE LIST’ and help 
the remaining students, we need to raise an additional $51,587. 
Through the Invest in Kids Act scholarship program, 75% of every 
dollar you donate will come back to you as a State of Illinois tax 
credit next year. Additionally, employers like Caterpillar, State 
Farm, and Exelon will match gifts made by employees and/or 
retirees. Please consider making a gift to help these families pro-
vide a Catholic education for their children. All donations must be 
made directly to Empower Illinois, our Scholarship Granting Or-
ganization. If you can help, contact Danielle Gill at  
gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.o . 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR MAY  

For church movements and groups:  We pray that Church 
movements and groups may rediscover their mission of evangeliza-
tion each day, placing their own charisms at the service of needs in 
the world.  
 

CATHOLIC  
SPIRIT RADIO 

7 days a week, 24 hours a day!  Catholic 
Spirit Radio broadcasts EWTN and local 
programming for you! It’s lively, enter-
taining, and informative.  Catholic Spirit 
Radio is on 89.5 FM and 92.5 FM, and 
now on 88.3 FM in the Pontiac area, and 
online at www.catholicspiritradio.com  

We would like to thank the following local businesses for under-
writing the efforts of Catholic Spirit Radio:  Knights of Columbus 
Council #854 & Lyons-Sullivan Realty.  If you would like to sup-
port CSR, please contact Jerry LoPiccalo at 630-514-6221.    
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:  Everyday at 
4:30am and 8:30pm.   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM 
 

PARISH FAMILY IN NEED:  Looking for  a strong, 
youthful, mature female that could assist with volunteer care 
for 2-6 hours/1-2 days a week, scheduling flexible!  Volun-
teer would help as a caregiver assistant for a neurologically 
disabled middle aged lady that has weakened motor controls, 
speaking/eating difficulties and mobility issues.  Typical 
tasks would be assisting in feeding, meal prep, walking assis-
tance, general comfort and personal companionship.  This 
family tries to take the patient on regular outings for lunch, 
shopping and events.  The volunteer is welcome to join the 
family on these outings, refreshments and transportation pro-
vided by the family.  If caregiver would become comfortable 
with the patient’s companionship they would be welcome to 
take her shopping or for a walk as well.  Please contact the 
parish office at 815-844-7683 if you would be willing to help 
this family. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 7, 2023 

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Easter   Acts 6:1-7;  
 Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; 1 Pt 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12 
Monday Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16; Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21;  
 Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday St. John of Avila and St Damien of Molokai 
 Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday Acts 15:7-21; PS 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10; Jn 15:9-11 
Friday Sts. Nereus and Achilleus and St. Pancras 
 Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-9, 10 & 12; Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday Feast of Our Lady of Fatima 
 Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5; Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday Sixth Sunday of Easter    
 Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20;  
 1Pt 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21 

HOUSE-PARENTS NEEDED:  Elizabeth Home is thanking you for  your  prayers and asking you to continue!  We are 
currently searching for whom God may be leading into this Life-changing ministry!  All Rent & groceries provided! 
Would you join us in prayer? Here is a snapshot of the qualifications: 
 Christian adults with personal integrity and Godly character. 
 Christians willing to move to our Pontiac ministry house and make their homes with single mothers in residential care. 
 Christians willing to offer non-judgmental, unbiased love. 
 Christians willing to provide residents with emotional and social support, and appropriate affection. 
If you are feeling the Holy Spirit’s nudge, or may know of someone with these qualities, please call us at 309-824-8270 or 
visit our website for more information www.ehpontiac.org   We are confident that the Lord has many years of love and nur-
turing in store for these hurting hearts, needing Jesus! May we be used as hands and feet of Him! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR 
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 

A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   

 

Mon May 8  Carla Mays Family, Karen Moen Family 
Tues May 9  Claire Mays Family, Mike & Tammie Mills Family 
Wed May 10  Vicki McBeath Family, Megan Miller Family 
Thurs May 11 John McCarty Family, Bob & Bea Meiner Family 
Fri May 12  Casey & Christine McCaskey Family, Susan Michel Family 
Mon May 15  Pam McCormick Family, Jane Mies Family 
Tues May 16  Mary Helen McCorvie Family, Judy Mikel Family 
Wed May 17  Kathy McCoy Family, Nick & Nancy Milhauser Family  
Thurs May 18 Adam & Christin McDermott Family, Jim & Carol Miller Family 
Fri May 19  Ryan McGuckin Family, Karen Miller Family 
  

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY! 
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727 W MADISON

LYONS
BROTHERS

815-844-3585

HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING,

INC.

lyonsbrothers.com

STAMPS
BODY SHOP, LLC

(815) 844-5727

920 N Ladd - Pontiac

PONTIAC
FAMILY KITCHEN

904 CUSTER AVENUE
815-844-3155

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

COCKTAILS

BANQUET 
SEATING 
UP TO 80

Gerry & Karen Miller
Owners

www.gemscarpetcleaningplusreviews.com

Free Estimates

815.844.4424

Commercial & Residential

osfhealthcare.org

360 S. Deerfield Rd. • PfaffTireandAuto.com

815-844-2525

Robert & 
Sharri Pfaff, 
Parishioners

TIRES • ALIGNMENTS • BRAKES • AIR CONDITIONING • TUNE-UPS 
CUSTOM EXHAUST • LUBRICATION • SHOCKS • STRUTS

FARM TIRE SERVICE • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

PFAFF
TIRE & AUTO INC.

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL
© 2022 DIOCESAN
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PONTIAC
DAIRY QUEEN

802 N LADD ST.

“We Treat You Right”LIVINGSTON
STONE
Company

Fine Quality
Agricultural Limestone

Crushed Stone
To Your Specifications

RR N0. 4, PONTIAC
www.livstoneco.com
815-844-6341

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

FINE MEXICAN CUISINE

Corner Route 66 & 23, Pontiac
815-844-4564

“Ask a Knight what you can do
for the Parish.”

Rev. Adam Cesarek, Chaplain

KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

Pontiac
Council #854 
www.KofC.org

Grand Knight: Bill Bertram
(815) 690-7072

www.facebook.com/kofc854Pontiac
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