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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 

PASTOR:  Fr . Adam Cesarek 
 father.adam@stmaryspontiac.org 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: 
 Megan Lauritsen       
 lauritsen.megan@stmaryspontiac.org 
LEADERSHIP & DISCIPLESHIP DIRECTOR:  Kel Krenz 
 krenz.kel@stmaryspontiac.org  
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane, Mer ryn Krenz,  
 & Kathy Schulz  
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12 noon and 1:00-4:30 pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 

MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   4:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday   7:00 am 
Thursday  8:15 am 
 

CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:25-6:55 am 
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday  2:30-3:30 pm 
 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School 
Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 

SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  If you do not have an 
online account and would like to set one up, please contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $11,794.25 
 

St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection was $3,012.00. 
 
Building Maintenance Fund Collection:  This weekend. 
 
Catholic Relief Services Collection:  This weekend. 
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PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday, March 18 (St. Cyril of Jerusalem) 
 4:00 p.m. Parish  
Sunday, March 19 (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 
 7:00 a.m. Michael & Alice Ganta 
 9:30 a.m. WATCH Intentions 
Monday, March 20 (St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
    Mary) 
 7:00 a.m. James & Claudia McGinn  
Tuesday, March 21 
 7:00 a.m. Paul & Mary Rittenhouse 
Wednesday, March 22 
 7:00 a.m. Marilyn Weber 
Thursday, March 23 (St. Turibius of Mogrovejo) 
 7:00 a.m. John & Helen Fogarty 
Friday, March 24  
 7:00 a.m.  1st ann Sharilyn Ryan 
Saturday, March 25 (The Annunciation of the Lord) 
 4:00 p.m. Bill & Inez Craig  
Sunday, March 26 (Fifth Sunday of Lent) 
 7:00 a.m. 1st ann Patricia Lyons 
 9:30 a.m. Parish 
 
Servers for Saturday, March 25 
 4:00 p.m. Sean Finnegan 
Servers for Sunday, March 26 
 7:00 a.m. Christopher Corrigan  
 9:30 a.m. Jonathan & Zach Becker, Hudson Simmons 
  
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  Adoration is open each week-
day, Monday-Friday from 8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am 
until 3pm.  Adoration is in the Chapel except for Thursdays when it 
is held in the church.  If you would like to spend an hour with Jesus 
or share an hour with someone, please contact Darlene DeMattia at 
815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 815-844-7683.       
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to get your  fir st 
child baptized, or are expecting your first child and would like to be 
prepared for the sacrament of Baptism when they arrive, please call 
the parish office at 815-844-7683 to set up a date and time for Bap-
tism prep class.  
 
2022 TAX RECEIPTS have been mailed to all par ishioners 
who gave a total of $250 or more in the collection baskets this past 
year.  If you did not receive a statement but need one, please call 
the parish office at 815-844-7683. 
 
MASS SCHEDULE CHANGE THIS WEEK:  Since the school 
is on Spring Break, the Thursday morning Mass will be at 7:00am 
this week.   
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR par ishioner  Jean Dietz, Jer ry Mantia 
(uncle of Marie Becker) and David Cheek (grandfather of Peyton & 
Trinity Cheek), R.I.P.  Our sympathy to their families and friends. 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 
 

March 20-24  Spring Break 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Please use 
the back door.    
 
ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP:  All high school students are 
invited to join us every Sunday evening from 6:30-8:30pm starting 
September 11.  Youth group meets in the upstairs of the Parish 
Center (former rectory).  Please use the back door. 
 
WOMEN’S GUILD RUMMAGE SALE FUNDRAISER:  The 
Women’s Guild will be holding a Rummage Sale Fundraiser in the 
parish hall on Friday, June 23 & Saturday, June 24.  Donated items 
in good condition are needed for the sale such as books, jewelry, 
linens, toys, household items, decorations and miscellaneous items.  
NO CLOTHES!  Start saving your items.  Drop off information 
will be provided closer to the sale date. 
 

HALLOW APP:  How to transition from a personal free 
trial to the Parish Subscription available to you.  Because 
you cannot have two subscriptions exist at the same time, an 
individual in this situation would need to cancel their free trial 
and then follow the normal procedure for applying the Parish 
Subscription:  
To cancel a subscription from the app: 
1. Open the Hallow app and go to "Me" tab (Bottom right 

corner) 
2. Click the Settings button in the top right corner (Gear 

Icon )  
3. Click "Subscription" 
4. Click "Cancel my Subscription" 
To sign up for the Parish Subscription simply go to: 
hallow.com/holyday, find your parish and click "Already have 
an account?  Login” and use your same credentials 
Please call the parish office if you have any questions. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
LENTEN FISH FRY 

 

Friday, March 24 
5-7 p.m. in the Parish Hall 

 

Fried pollack, baked cod, tuna noodle casserole,  
shrimp alfredo, vegetable, dessert & drink. 

 

$12 for adults, $7 for children ages 6-12, $40 family max 
 

Due to a significant increase in the cost of fish, we will NOT  
be offering All-You-Can-Eat.  Cost above is per plate.   

We apologize for the inconvenience. 

40 HOUR EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION: Come, visit with 
Jesus this Lent.  St. Mary’s Adoration times will extend through 
the night beginning Friday, March 24 at 3:45 PM and ending 
Sunday, March 26 at 6:45 AM.  The Blessed Sacrament will 
be on the Altar during this time except for Saturday Night Mass 
when Jesus will be moved to the Adoration Chapel at 3 PM and 
back to the Altar after Mass.  Please make plans to stop in the 
church anytime during these 40 hours - He is calling every-
one.  Adorers will be needed through the night - we don’t want 
to leave Jesus alone for a minute.  Please call Darlene 815-674-
2375 so we can fill the open hours.  
Why 40 hours? Traditionally, 40 hours comes from the 40 
hours Christ’s body rested in the tomb. In the Bible, the Israel-
ites had trials or sufferings as they wandered 40 years in the de-
sert, and Christ was tempted in the desert for 40 days prior to His 
ministry. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be held each Fr iday of 
Lent, except Good Friday, at 5:30 p.m. in the church.   
 
LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE:  Tuesday, March 28 at 
7:00 p.m. in the church.  Extra pr iests will be on hand to 
hear individual confessions. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY MASSES:  For Easter Sunday ONLY, 
Masses will be offered at 7am, 9am and 11am 
 
EASTER FLOWERS may once again be purchased in 
memory or in honor of a loved one to help decorate the church 
for Easter.  All memorials and honors will be listed in the Easter 
Sunday bulletin.  Please place money and the form below in an 
envelope marked “Easter Flowers” and place it in the collection 
basket. 
 
PLEASE PRINT NAMES AS YOU WANT THEM TO  
APPEAR IN THE BULLETIN. 
 
IN MEMORY OF ____________________________________ 
 
IN HONOR OF ______________________________________ 
 
YOUR NAME_______________________________________ 
 
Lily—$10       Small Mum—$15      Large Mum—$20       Azalea—$30 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO 
7 days a week, 24 hours a day!  Catholic Spirit 
Radio broadcasts EWTN and local program-
ming for you! It’s lively, entertaining, and 
informative.  Catholic Spirit Radio is on 89.5 
FM and 92.5 FM, and now on 88.3 FM in the 
Pontiac area, and online at 
www.catholicspiritradio.com  We would like 

to thank the following local businesses for underwriting the efforts 
of Catholic Spirit Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council #854 & 
Lyons-Sullivan Realty.  If you would like to support CSR, please 
contact Jerry LoPiccalo at 630-514-6221.    
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:  Everyday at 
4:30am and 8:30pm.   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM 

 
RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT:  The wound of abor tion 
is real.  So is healing.  Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat offers healing for 
those who struggle with the emotional and spiritual pain of a past 
abortion.  This retreat is for singles or married couples; mothers, 
fathers, grandparents, siblings, or anyone impacted by an abortion 
experience.  If you are searching for peace and inner healing from a 
past abortion, this retreat is for you.  Register for the March 24-26 
retreat by calling 309-264-1489 or emailing rvrpeoria@gmail.com   
All communications are strictly confidential.  For more information 
please visit www.cdop.org/rachels-vineyard or 
www.rachelsvineyard.org 

PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR MARCH  

For victims of abuse:  We pray for  those who have suffered 
harm from members of the Church; may they find within the 
Church herself a concrete response to their pain and suffering.  

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 19, 2023 
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Lent   1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; 
 Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41 
Monday St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 & 29; 
Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or  
Lk 2:41-51a 

Tuesday Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday St. Toribio de Mogrovejo 
 Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 & 23;  
 Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday The Annunciation of the Lord   Is 7:10-14; 8:10; 
 Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent   Ez 37:12-14;  
 Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR 
 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 

A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   

 

Mon Mar 20  Mary Lou Legner Family, Jesus & Maura Madrigal Family 
Tues Mar 21  Mike Linskey Family, Owen Lyons Family 
Wed Mar 22  Jerry & Joan LoPiccalo Family, Patrick & Lisa Martin Family 
Thurs Mar 23  Susan Legner Family, Patrick Lyons Family 
Fri Mar 24  Dolores Locke Family, Don & Rita Mackinson Family 
Mon Mar 27  John LoPiccalo Family,  
   Gregorio Manabat & Marissa Batayola Family 
Tues Mar 28  Andrea Leonard Family, Sara Lyons Family 
Wed Mar 29  Ray & Christian Logan Family, Raul & Cynthia Mangubat Family 
Thurs Mar 30  Mike & Nancy LoPiccalo Family, Maggie Martin Family 
Fri Mar 31  Janine Leonard Family, Florence Masching Family 
 

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY! 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH                                                                                                     
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727 W MADISON

LYONS
BROTHERS

815-844-3585

HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING,

INC.

lyonsbrothers.com

STAMPS
BODY SHOP, LLC

(815) 844-5727

920 N Ladd - Pontiac

PONTIAC
FAMILY KITCHEN

904 CUSTER AVENUE
815-844-3155

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

COCKTAILS

BANQUET 
SEATING 
UP TO 80

Gerry & Karen Miller
Owners

www.gemscarpetcleaningplusreviews.com

Free Estimates

815.844.4424

Commercial & Residential

osfhealthcare.org

360 S. Deerfield Rd. • PfaffTireandAuto.com

815-844-2525

Robert & 
Sharri Pfaff, 
Parishioners

TIRES • ALIGNMENTS • BRAKES • AIR CONDITIONING • TUNE-UPS 
CUSTOM EXHAUST • LUBRICATION • SHOCKS • STRUTS

FARM TIRE SERVICE • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

PFAFF
TIRE & AUTO INC.

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL
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PONTIAC
DAIRY QUEEN

802 N LADD ST.

“We Treat You Right”LIVINGSTON
STONE
Company

Fine Quality
Agricultural Limestone

Crushed Stone
To Your Specifications

RR N0. 4, PONTIAC
www.livstoneco.com
815-844-6341

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

FINE MEXICAN CUISINE

Corner Route 66 & 23, Pontiac
815-844-4564

“Ask a Knight what you can do
for the Parish.”

Rev. Adam Cesarek, Chaplain

KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

Pontiac
Council #854 
www.KofC.org

Grand Knight: Bill Bertram
(815) 690-7072

www.facebook.com/kofc854Pontiac
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