Catholic Schools

ning of wisdom is fear of
e eq ge of the Holy Oneis upger Lo,-d

a“d
-

T
g

"St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Pontiac, Illinois
January 29, 2023



ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764
Phone: 815-844-7683 Fax: 815-842-4345
Parish & School Website: www.stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac

PASTOR: Fr. Adam Cesarek
father.adam@stmaryspontiac.org

PERMANENT DEACONS:
Decn. Jim Wallace servant518@outlook.com
Dcn. Ray White rj.white@me.com

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER: Patti Zehr
zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR: Danielle Gill
gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org

EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR:
Megan Lauritsen
lauritsen.megan@stmaryspontiac.org

LEADERSHIP & DISCIPLESHIP DIRECTOR: Kel Krenz
krenz.kel@stmaryspontiac.org

MUSIC DIRECTORS: Marie Kane, Merryn Krenz,
& Kathy Schulz

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12 noon and 1:00-4:30 pm
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day

MASS TIMES:

Saturday 4:00 pm Sunday 7:00 am & 9:30 am
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 7:00 am
Thursday 8:15 am

CONFESSION TIMES:

Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 6:25-6:55 am
Wednesday 12 noon —1:00 pm

Saturday 2:30-3:30 pm

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:

414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764

Phone: 815-844-6585

Principal: Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s School

Instagram: stmaryspontiac

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY: 401 E. Water St. Open to
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663)

SCRIP: SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com. If you do not have an
online account and would like to set one up, please contact Taryn
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn(@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663.

STEWARDSHIP

Collection last Sunday: $9,428.40

School Collection: Next weekend.

THANK YOU to those who regularly support our parish. We
now offer Online Giving through our website. Check it out at
www.stmaryspontiac.org

%’ CMass Intentions

Saturday, January 28 (St. Thomas Aquinas)

4:00 p.m.  Jim & Mary Bertrand
Sunday, January 29 (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.m.  Pat Lyons
9:30 am.  Parish
Monday, January 30
7:00 a.m.  Sharilyn Ryan
Tuesday, January 31 (St. John Bosco)
7:00 am.  Starr Kohn
Wednesday, February 1
7:00 am.  Javier Cortez Gallegos

Thursday, February 2 (The Presentation of the Lord)

8:15am. James & Janet Cadle

Friday, February 3 (St. Blaise; St. Ansgar)
7:00 am.  Joseph Ruddy

Saturday, February 4
8:00 aam.  Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish
4:00 p.m.  lst ann Ben Erickson

Sunday, February 5 (Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.m.  Parish
9:30 a.am.  3rd ann John DiNardi

Servers for Saturday, February 4
4:00 p.m.  Nicholas & Carter Doughan
Servers for Sunday, February S
7:00 aam.  Haidyn & Harper Francis
9:30 a.m.  Riley & Payton Rogers, Abe Jean-Jacques

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Adoration is open each week-
day, Monday-Friday from 8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am
until 3pm. Adoration is in the Chapel except for Thursdays when it
is held in the church. If you would like to spend an hour with Jesus
or share an hour with someone, please contact Darlene DeMattia at
815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 815-844-7683.

BAPTISM PREP CLASS: If you are looking to get your first
child baptized, or are expecting your first child and would like to be
prepared for the sacrament of Baptism when they arrive, please call
the parish office at 815-844-7683 to set up a date and time for Bap-
tism prep class.

REGISTER WITH THE PARISH OFFICE: We find that
many young adults who have been members of the parish all their
lives do not re-register themselves when they move out on their
own. A simple phone call to the parish office at 8§15-844-7683 is
all it takes to properly register your new household. Please call!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
FR. ADAM ON JANUARY 31!

ATTENTION PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
If your organization has news for the mid February issue of the
Parish Newsletter, please submit your copy to the parish office no
later than Tuesday, February 7. Please include any upcoming
events happening through mid April. Thank you.
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

BUCKS 4 BOOKS: Christ Child Society Pontiac Circle, in con-

junction with Catholic Schools Week, and in keeping with our com-
mitment to our CCS Literacy Campaign, is sponsoring a Buck$ 4 - '5 E N 'S
Book$ campaign. All money raised from this campaign will go | » -
directly to St. Mary’s School teachers for wish list books for their

classrooms. Donations will be collected through the month of Janu- G OUP

ary. After envelopes are removed from the church, donations can 2

be mailed to the school at 414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL. 61764. All

checks should be made payable to St. Mary’s School with a desig- [SIelelMIsFNIpNels=agzR . I=p] N I=n):NAe == Vel Naat
nation to Buck$ 4 BookS. 7:30-9:00PM

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the world about Jesus

through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of Jain in fellowship, Bible.study, prayer

Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use 4% ’ ¥ e
the back door. and discussions relating to challenges

roRCatholic men Ina moders \world s

ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP: All high school students are

invited to join us every Sunday evening from 6:30-8:30pm starting To sign Up, scan tHEIQRIEOSE or
September 11. Youth group meets in the upstairs of the Parish Cen- Cont {
ter (former rectory). Please use the back door. T e -
ontiac. QGO S1SS4I9=C027
LECTORS FOR FEBRUARY Meeting locatio gD
4:00pm Mary Lucus
7:00am Beth Legner
9:30am Nick Milhauser, Bernie Timmerman
EXTRA ORDINARY MINISTERS FOR FEBRUARY
4:00pm Earline Devito, Joanne Coriell, Gary Doughan
7:00am Joan Dufty, Mick Peterson
9:30am Sue Ledford, Sarah Bowling, Linda Rhodes
GREETERS & USHERS FOR FEBRUARY
4:00pm Donna Cahill, Nathan, Phyllis Moritz,
Jim Sporrer, Mike Linskey, Bill Bertram, 2 022 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
Mike Van Sickle Thanks to all who made a pledge to the Annual Diocesan Appeal. No
7:00am Bryan & Susan Schweigert gift is too small. If you have not yet made a gift to the ADA, we invite
Pat Duffy, Bob Fox, Tim Kelly, Don Verdun you to dq so today. Every dollar raised to mqke our goal supports im-
9:30am Pat Hepoerly. Megan Lauritsen. Bob Kane. Pat portant diocesan services and every dollar raised over our goal will be
pperly, g ) )
Martin returned to the parish.
SANCTUARY CLEANERS FOR FEBRUARY This year’s goal: $78’088
Carol Schopp, Sarah Schopp, Margo Law, Karen Moen .
Pledged to date: $74,295 (as of Jan. 6)
ST. MARY'’S PARISH A QUARTERLY UPDATE ON OUR
DECEMBER 2022 FINANCIAL JOURNEY*

Previous Fiscal Year Current Fiscal Year
July 1 - Dec. 31,2021 | July 1 - Dec. 31, 2022

REVENUES $832,356.64 $921,934.46
EXPENSES $733,391.81 $829,348.99
WE THANK YOU GAIN/(LOSS) $98,964.83 $92,585.47

2022 finally looked a little more “normal”
and for that we are truly grateful. We ask
you to continue to support our church and We continue to rely on your prayers and generosity to provide what we need to run
school to the best of your ability, sharing our operations, and we work hard to be good stewards with the gifts we have been

given. The Increased Offertory Appeal held nearly a year ago was most beneficial
and we encourage you to continue those commitments made.

e Report covers both Parish and School Operations

the gifts that God has given you.
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LITTLE DISCIPLES

o B

2023-2024

Kindergarten

* Registration for current PreK4 students and
current SMS families begins 12/5/22.
* Registration for new families begins 1/4/23.

4-year old PreK

+ Registration for current PreK students, re-
enrolling in PrekK, and current SMS families
begins 12/5/22.

* Registration for new families begins 1/4/23.

3-year old PrekK

* Registration for current SMS families
begins 3/1/23.
+ Registration for new families begins 5/1/23.

school.stmaryspontiac.org
815-844-6585

r
|/
. [N

Arts and Literacy): Must have a valid Illinois teaching certificate, Middle school/Junior High Endorsement in
ELA preferred. We have hired a long term substitute to fill this position until a full time teacher can be found.

We are seeking a Jr. High ELA Teacher who knows and loves Jesus. We seek someone with a desire to
make disciples of their students and grow in discipleship with other staff. Candidates must portray abilities of healthy teamwork among
colleagues along with a desire to share their knowledge and love of Jesus with students and staff.

Please send 3 letters of recommendation and a copy of your transcripts, along with your resume and cover letter to Mrs. Karen
Jones, St. Mary’s School, 414 N. Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764 or you may email these items to: jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org

Wby D s oo 1

——

= prvr— TEACHER NEEDED: St. Mary’s School has an immediate teacher opening for Junior High ELA (Language
LJ
S
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Bless all our Catholic Schools and
the many people who advance our
mission. May our schools be a

home for those who seek to grow in
Catholic Schools sk et openness, faith, love, intellect and

Catholic Schools
Week 2023

January 29-February 4

Sunday, January 29 commitment to justice. In your

e  Students take part in the 9:30 Mass
Monday, January 30 - Community Day name, we pray' Amen -

e  Prayer partners will visit community businesses and say

thank you THIS WEEK AT

Tuesday, January 31 - Faculty/Staff Appreciation Day

e Faculty and staff treated to a luncheon hosted by Student S 7-_ M A R Y’ S S C H O O L

Council
e  Faculty/Staff baby picture contest January 29-February 4 Catholic Schools Week
e Living Cookie Rosary Mon Jan 30 7th BBB Sectionals, home at
Wednesday, February 1 - National Day 6/7/8 Volleyball at Lexington, 5pm
e  Prayer service led by Student Council in the morning Tues Jan 31  8th BBB Regionals at Odell

5/6 Volleyball at Toluca, 5:30pm
Wed Feb 1 8th BBB Regionals at Odell
Thurs Feb 2 8th BBB Regionals at Odell

7/8 Volleyball at PJHS, 4:30pm

e (o visit the courthouse

e (lasses dress by color
Thursday, February 2 - Vocations Day

e School mass at 8:15 am, prayer partners sit together 5/6 Volleyball, home at 5:30pm
*  Adoration after Mass USBORNE Book Fair, 3-6pm in new lobby
*  Zoom/Skype with Seminarians Fri Feb 3 Kevin Casson Tourney begins
Friday, February 3 - Students Day 4th BBB, home at 4:45pm
e  Spirit Wear Day USBORNE Book Fair, 3-6pm in new lobby
e Hot dog luncheon Sat Feb 4 5/6 Volleyball Tournament at Colfax
e Bingo with prizes 5th BBB, home at 9am
e Valentine Volleyball with partner activity after USBORNE Book Fair, 9am-5pm in new lobby

SPALDING SCHOLARSHIPS: Your child can attend a Catholic School, Financial Assistance Available

Tuition assistance scholarship grants from the endowment fund established as a result of the Diocese of Peoria ROOTED IN
FAITH Campaign and named in honor of Archbishop Spalding, the first Bishop of Peoria, will be available for the 2023-2024 school year
for students enrolled in or intending to enroll in grades Kindergarten through 12 in any Catholic school located in the Diocese of Peoria
whose families are active members of a Catholic parish in the diocese. All grants will be based on financial need objectively assessed.
Information about the grants and application materials may be obtained from any Catholic elementary or secondary school in the Diocese
of Peoria or on the Diocesan website www.cdop.org under Catholic Education and then under Financial Assistance. Consult the detailed
protocols and procedures and checklist for all requirements necessary to be eligible for an award. Parents must apply online at:
online.factsmgt.com/aid. Families of students currently receiving grants are reminded that all grants are for one year only, and anyone
seeking to renew a grant for the 2023-2024 school year must reapply. Deadline date for the completed application is April 28, 2023. Noti-
fication of grant awards will be made in June of 2023. Another funding opportunity is also available due to the Invest in Kids Act legisla-
tion in Illinois. Students may be eligible for up to 100% of tuition and fees under a program for tax credit scholarships (TCS). Details on
how to apply and who qualifies are available on the Empower Illinois website at www.empowerillinois.org. Students who receive a TCS
are ineligible to receive a Spalding award.

EPIPHANY PARISH IN NORMAL INVITES EVE- ST. MARY’S SCHOOL SECRETARY JOB OPENING
RYONE to a free Lenten mission event on Sunday, \We are seeking an individual who is a faithful professional, desiring
February 19 at 4pm. Shaun Garrison, speaker, wor-  to be a Saint and helping others to become Saints. The candidate
ship leader, and songwriter will lead us in a night of praise  should be able to share their faith, be joyful and always willing to
and worship, reflection for Lent, Adoration, and Confes-  put God and others before themselves. This individual should be
sion. Shaun’s event will conclude at 6pm and will be fol-  comfortable working with a team who prays together and actively
lowed by cookies, chocolate, and hot cocoa in the parish iyes out their faith through daily interactions with staff, students,
hall. The event is free of charge but the number of people  5nd parents. Duties/Responsibilities will be discussed during the
attending is needed so please go to the Epiphany website,  jnterview. Salary: TBD Start Date: July 5, 2023 Secretarial experi-
epiphanyparish.com/event then scroll down to Lenten Par- g0 gesired, but not required. Please send a cover letter, resume,
ish Mission 2023 to sign up for this event and the free 5,4 3 |etters of recommendation to: Mrs. Karen Jones, Principal.
childcare which is also available with signing up. We plan to begin interviews by the end of January.
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The AmazonSmile program will
be discontinued effective Feb-

amazon
. ruary 20, 2023. We greatly ap-
You shop. Amazon gives.preciate the support of every-

one who participated in this program over the last several
years. God bless you for your support!

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 29, 2023

Sunday Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10;
1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12a
Monday Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24; Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday St. John Bosco Heb 12:1-4;
Ps 22:26b-27,28 & 30, 31-32; Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday Heb 12:4-7,11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-183;
Mk 6:1-6
Thursday The Presentation of the Lord Mal 3:1-4;
Ps24:7,8,9, 10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 or
Lk 2:22-32
Friday St. Blaise
Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc; Mk 6:14-29
Saturday Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6;
Mk 6:30-34
Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Is 58:7-10;

Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16

ONLINE

St. Mary's Parish is now offering Online Giving.

Online Giving can be used to give to:
* Sunday Offering
* School Collection
* Food Pantry
* Building Maintenance Fund
* Memorials/Gifts
* School Annual Fund
* Scholarships

Start giving online today!

1. Visit our website at www,stmaryspontiac.org and click
on the online giving link.

2. Create an account.

3. Schedule your gift. Gifts given via checking or savings
account have no service charge. Debit and credit card
gifts will be assessed a 3% fee.

Please prayerfully consider giving online. If you have any
questions, contact the parish office at 815-844-7683.
Online Giving is provided by Our Sunday Visitor, a
Catholic not-for-profit organization serving parishes for
more than 100 years.

PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE
HOLY FATHER FOR FEBRUARY

For parishes: We pray that parishes, placing communion at
the center, may increasingly become communities of faith, fraterni-
ty and welcome towards those most in need.

SPIRIT CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO

7 days a week, 24 hours a day! Catholic Spirit
Radio broadcasts EWTN and local program-
ming for you! It’s lively, entertaining, and
informative. Catholic Spirit Radio is on 89.5
FM and 92.5 FM, and now on 88.3 FM in the
R A Dl Pontiac area, and online at
www.catholicspiritradio.com We would like
to thank the following local businesses for underwriting the efforts
of Catholic Spirit Radio: Knights of Columbus Council #854,
Edinger’s Filling Station, Fogarty’s Garage & Lyons-Sullivan Real-
ty. If you would like to support CSR, please contact Jerry LoPicca-
lo at 630-514-6221.
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO: Everyday at
4:30am and 8:30pm.
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM
Learn more about your Christian Family Tree! Catholic Spirit
Radio and St. Mary’s Church in Bloomington invite you to a 12-
week inspiring Bible Study beginning Thursday, February 16 at
6:30 p.m. Via Zoom or in-person at the radio station, you’ll engage
with twelve beautifully produced lessons and group discussions
about The Bible and the Church Fathers (a study from the St. Paul
Center). You will find out who has gone before us in the Faith,
where they came from, and how they shaped the way we read
Scripture. $20 includes the book. Registration is required with co-
ordinator Anthony Pecora at 309-750-9062 or
Perio2000@frontier.com . Learn more at catholicspiritradio.org
under the Bible Study tab.

The Catholic Diocese of Peoria is seeking a Director
of Development. The FULL-TIME position involves
instituting the Annual Diocesan Appeal along with as-
sisting the parishes, schools and institutions across the
Diocese with Stewardship needs. Full Benefits availa-
ble along with Salary commensurate with experience.
Forward by email a Letter of Introduction and Resume
to: humanresources@cdop.orq

Blesse@are the pd‘ 117
ven’s;

the kin\g\H\om of heg

JANUARY 29, 2023

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

PAGE 6

4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

00 0 0 A0 0 0


mailto:humanresources@cdop.org
http://catholicspiritradio.org/
mailto:Perio2000@frontier.com
http://www.catholicspiritradio.com

ST. MARY’S CHURCH
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PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR

We ask everyone to-pravy for specific chuwch and school families each weekday.
A list will be published heve in the bulletinv and in the newsletter yow receive in the mail.
Please remember these foumilies inv your prayers each day for them to-grow in their faitivtihvis yeor.

Mon Jan 30 Delores Kelly Family, Patti Zehr’s Family

Tues Jan 31 Ben & Jayme Bradshaw Family, Father Adam’s Family
Wed Feb 1 Tim & Mary Kelly Family, Father David’s Family
Thurs Feb 2 Shannon Knittel Family, Ellen Yedinak’s Family

Fri Feb 3 John & Sue Kelly Family, Carol Duffy’s Family

Mon Feb 6 Ashlee Keneipp Family, Jamie Woolford’s Family
Tues Feb 7 Germaine Knudsen Family, Sandy Erickson’s Family
Wed Feb 8 Bruce Koerner Family, Kel Krenz’s Family

Thurs Feb 9 Cindy Kridner Family, Tory Farney’s Family

Fri Feb 10 Jane Kuerth Family, Heidi Legner’s Family

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY!
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Sharri Pfaff,
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003 W. Custer Ave., Pontiac " Pontiac, Cullom, Chatsworth & Forrest
815-844-7111 815-844-5151
duffyfuneralhome.com calvertmemorial.com !’l“

DUFFY- BAIER - SNEDECOR Calvert Martln 'tIl[llﬂ

% brazier, - 3

L“’g?gﬁ}f’“ “We Treat You Right” i S%SGLLIVAN
oA TAS (A gl

| AGRlcSwSrSALLJALﬂ\KSTONE i t‘ 802 N LADD ST. 815-842-1400 Terry Sullivan,

o HR W W o

RR NO. 4, PONTIAC i
www.livstoneco.com |

815-844- 6341

815-842-0360 s

Tim Bassett, Broker 815-822-8182
Brett Graves, Broker 815-674-1458
Jackie Mustread, Broker 815-674-2923

www.LyonsSullivanRealty.com

&N PRAIRIE STATE
JOHN DEERE V TRACTOR
Your focal and reliable Full Service John Deere Dealer!
805 E Howard St.

Pontiac, IL 61764 815_844.5921

815-842-1149

"/\'\ TREVOR RU NYokN -
¢ VIS'?H Realtor/Broker 4
P, S 815.848.3684  Swiths
o RE/MA revorvisionhomesgroup.col -
Ay B2 GMC il

trevor@visionhomesgroup.com

RE/MAX RISING

Each RE/MAX cffice is independently owned & operated

smithsplumbingandheatingil.com
822 East Howard St. - 815-844-7868

601 S Newport Rd, Pontiac * 1-815-842-1143 or

1-800-851-7605

Mexican - Breakfast - American

DINE-IN OR DELIVERY
6ﬁR:I:RAM _ DrlS(:_DIlmOtorS'Com L Only Delivered to Pontiac, lllinois
= Service * Sales * Parts ¢ Detailing [STREEL_ DAILY SPECIALS

ATTORNEY o LAW
Visit us on Facebook

>
FAMILY RESTAURANT

SERVING AMERICAN & MEXICAN FOOD

(815) 844-2755/ 107 E MADISON ST.
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

bill@whbltdpc.com
318 North Mill 5t. | Pontiac, IL
815-842-1100

“Ask a Knight what you can do
for the Parish.”

Pontiac A

KNIGHTS «

OF COLUMBUS & vw-KofCorg

Grand Knight: Blll Bertram
(815) 690-7072
Rev. Adam Cesarek, Chaplain
www.facebook.com/kofc854Pontiac Fi

Corley‘j FAMILY DENTAL

Dr. Ryan Carley | Dr. Natalie Carley
cfdental@frontier.com

815.844.5200
1521 W. Reynolds St « Pontiac, IL

/

ALELL G L ET] | New Advertising
D Pontiac » 0‘:’9}!.- Dw:}gr;l . Fnrr:i . .Fa.lrn:w * Coal City Opp 0 rtun ltles
infer = Delavan * Bloomington

-
Toll FREE 855-844-6151 | www.bankofpontiac.com Available

" * Professional People
Member FDIC ¢ Self-Employed ¢ Business Owners

For more information, please contact

pyp |
I PA Oﬂm@m
R Y

EALT _&
“We Make ft Happen ™ ;

Locally Owned & Operated by Paul & Mary Breznay

i'm lovin® it Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/23. KYLE DeLONG 815-844-6771

Redeemable Only at Pontiac McDonalds

-------J

E V7 Free Hamburger SUSIE BOONE LISA J. MARTIN 405 W. Madison St
! / \H f \ with purchase of 269.226.0064 Owner/Managing Broker Poniac, IL
e . any item i RICK CAMPBELL

- ; Ity.
E | Scocompasiil sboone@dlocesan com PETER J. MARTIN www.pannorealty.com
1
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