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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 

PASTOR:  Fr . Adam Cesarek 
 father.adam@stmaryspontiac.org 
PERMANENT DEACON:  Dcn. J im Wallace    
 servant518@outlook.com 
 

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: 
 Megan Lauritsen       
 lauritsen.megan@stmaryspontiac.org 
LEADERSHIP & DISCIPLESHIP DIRECTOR:  Kel Krenz 
 krenz.kel@stmaryspontiac.org  
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane, Mer ryn Krenz,  
 & Kathy Schulz  
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12 noon and 1:00-4:30 pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 

MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   4:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday   7:00 am 
Thursday  8:15 am 
 

CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:25-6:55 am 
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday  2:30-3:30 pm 
 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School 
Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 

SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  If you do not have an 
online account and would like to set one up, please contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $10,018.50 
 

School Collection:  This weekend. 
 
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection:  Next weekend. 
 
THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.   
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Saturday, October 1 (St. Therese of the Child Jesus) 
 8:00 a.m. Prodigals of St. Mary’s Parish 
 4:00 p.m. Dick & Millie Johnson 
Sunday, October 2 (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time)  
 7:00 a.m. Bud & Mildred Mulligan 
 9:30 a.m. Parish 
Monday, October 3 
 7:00 a.m. Mike Loughran 
Tuesday, October 4 (St. Francis of Assisi) 
 7:00 a.m. Bob Harty 
Wednesday, October 5 (St. Faustina Kowalska,  
    Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos) 
 7:00 a.m. COMMUNION SERVICE ONLY 
Thursday, October 6 (St. Bruno; Bl. Marie Rose Durocher) 
 8:15 a.m. 14th ann Betty Murphy 
Friday, October 7 (Our Lady of the Rosary) 
 7:00 a.m. Rosemary McDermott   
Saturday, October 8 
 4:00 p.m. Don & Barbara Ries 
Sunday, October 9 (28th Sunday in Ordinary Time)  
 7:00 a.m. John Pouliot 
 9:30 a.m. Parish 
 
Servers for Saturday, October 8 
 4:00 p.m. Nicholas & Carter Doughan  
Servers for Sunday, October 9 
 7:00 a.m. Volunteers 
 9:30 a.m. Riley & Payton Rogers, Abe Jean Jacques 
 
STARTING SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, EUCHARISTIC AD-
ORATION WILL NOW BE OPEN ON SATURDAYS FROM 
8AM TO 3PM:  Adoration is open each weekday, Monday-
Friday from 8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 
3pm.  Adoration is in the Chapel except for Thursdays when it is 
held in the church.  If you would like to spend an hour with Jesus 
or share an hour with someone, please contact Darlene DeMattia at 
815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 815-844-7683.       
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to get your  fir st 
child baptized, or are expecting your first child and would like to be 
prepared for the sacrament of Baptism when they arrive, please call 
the parish office at 815-844-7683 to set up a date and time for Bap-
tism prep class.  
 
100TH BIRTHDAY:  Par ishioner  Sophie Fecht will be cele-
brating her 100th Birthday on Friday, October 7.  Let’s shower 
Sophie with cards and prayers for her birthday.  Cards can be sent 
to her at 304 W. Torrance Ave., Pontiac, IL 61764 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to John Grundler & Michelle Revoir 
who were recently married in our church. 
 

FR. ADAM IS ON VACATION THROUGH  
OCTOBER 13.  FR. DAVID WILL BE HERE FOR 

WEEKDAY MASSES AND EMERGENCIES.  
THIS WEDNESDAY AND NEXT, RAY WHITE WILL 
OFFER A COMMUNION SERVICE AT 7:00AM AND   
THERE WILL BE NO NOON TIME CONFESSIONS. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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BLESSING OF PETS:  In conjunction with the Feast Day of St. 
Francis of Assisi, we will have a Blessing of Pets on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 4 at 2:45pm in the school parking lot.  All pets on leashes 
or in cages are welcome. 
 

PUBLIC SQUARE  

ROSARY CRUSADE 

This year’s event will be held 
on Saturday, October 15 at 
12:00 noon on the front steps of 
our church.  The Legion of 
Mary invites you to join them.  
Bring a lawn chair if needed.  
20,000 outdoor rosary rallies 
are planned around the country 
on this day to bombard heaven 
with our prayers and petitions.   

 
ALL SOUL’S DAY MEMORIAL MASS:  As par ishioners and 
family of parishioners pass away we try to acknowledge these peo-
ple in the bulletin each week.  The Bereavement Group is putting 
together a Memorial Mass to be held on Wednesday, November 2 at 
6:00pm.  They have taken names from the bulletin over  the past 
year.  If you have lost a loved one since November of last year and 
did not see their name in the bulletin, please call the Rectory at 844-
7683 to add their name to our Memorial list.   
 
LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Monday at 7:00pm in the parish center.  Please use the 
back door.   We are switching nights for the next 7 weeks during 
the “Good News” event. 
 
ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP:  All high school students are 
invited to join us every Sunday evening from 6:30-8:30pm starting 
September 11.  Youth group meets in the upstairs of the Parish Cen-
ter (former rectory).  Please use the back door. 
 
CCD/FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION:  If you have 
children in Grades K-8 who attend public school, then you will 
want to sign-up for Religious Faith Formation (CCD) classes.  Clas-
ses are held on Sundays between the Masses.  New registrations 
welcome!  Please call Karen at 815-822-3282 to set up a meeting 
 
CCD/FAITH FORMATION VOLUNTEER NEEDED:  Do you 
love our Church?  Are you ready to hand on our Catholic Faith to 
children?  Then contact Karen at 815-822-3282.  We need to fill an 
aide position, and you can always join the sub list. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS STATE OF ILLINOIS VOCA-
TIONS RAFFLE:  Raffle tickets to suppor t the Knights of Co-
lumbus State of Illinois Vocations Program are available at all 
doors of the church.  A book of 15 tickets is $15 with a chance to 
win $10,000!  Take a book and return it to the collection basket the 
following weekend with your check made payable to Knights of 
Columbus.  Proceeds from this raffle will allow us to support semi-
narians from our Diocese who are needed to help make our church-
es strong and lead our Church into the future.  If you have any ques-
tions, please call Mark Corrigan at 815-848-3066. 

2022 ANNUAL 
DIOCESAN APPEAL 

 

THIS YEAR’S GOAL: 
$78,088 

(over $13,000 LESS than last year) 
 

Brochures and pledge cards have 
been mailed to all registered pa-

rishioners.  Checks should be made payable to DIOCESE 
OF PEORIA and mailed directly to Peoria in the return 
envelope included.  Pledges can be paid in full, or pay-
ments can be arranged over 6 months.  You can also 
make a pledge and payment online at cdop.org/ada   Any 
funds raised over our goal will be returned to our parish. 
 

TEACHER NEEDED   
St. Mary’s School has an immediate 
teacher opening for Junior High ELA 
(Language Arts and Literacy):  Must 
have a valid Illinois teaching certificate, 

Middle school/Junior High Endorsement in ELA preferred.  We 
have hired a long term substitute to fill this position until a full time 
teacher can be found. 
 We are seeking a Jr. High ELA Teacher who knows and 
loves Jesus.  We seek someone with a desire to make disciples of 
their students and grow in discipleship with other staff.  Candidates 
must portray abilities of healthy teamwork among colleagues along 
with a desire to share their knowledge and love of Jesus with stu-
dents and staff. 
 Please send 3 letters of recommendation and a copy of 
your transcripts, along with your resume and cover letter to Mrs. 
Karen Jones, St. Mary’s School, 414 N. Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764 
or you may email these items to:  jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:  We 
have many families around the diocese signing up for our Christ-
mas program.  If you would like to sponsor one of these families 
and purchase toys and games let us know.  Please contact Julie for 
further information: jenzenberger@cdop.org or 309-671-1550.  
 

Next weekend, October 8/9, 
please welcome Rev. George 
Knab O.M.I. who will be with 
us to celebrate Masses and tell 
us about the work of Unbound, 
a lay Catholic sponsorship min-
istry that helps children and 
elderly in 19 developing coun-
tries.  To learn more, call (800) 
875-6564 or visit Unbound 
online at www.unbound.org. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW! 
Pictures will be taken October 18-22 and November 1-5 in the parish hall 

 
To schedule your appointment go to church.stmaryspontiac.org 

Scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the link. 
We will also have sign-ups after all Masses this weekend,  

October 1st & 2nd, in the back vestibule. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR OCTOBER  

A Church Open to Everyone:  We pray for  the Church; ever  
faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the 
Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, al-
ways living in an atmosphere of synodality. 

  

CATHOLIC SPIRIT  
RADIO 

7 days a week, 24 hours a day!  Catholic 
Spirit Radio broadcasts EWTN and local 
programming for you! It’s lively, enter-
taining, and informative.  Catholic Spirit 
Radio is on 89.5 FM and 92.5 FM, and 

now on 88.3 FM in the Pontiac area, and online at 
www.catholicspiritradio.com  We would like to thank the 
following local businesses for underwriting the efforts of 
Catholic Spirit Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council #854, 
Edinger’s Filling Station, Fogarty’s Garage & Lyons-
Sullivan Realty.  If you would like to support CSR, please 
contact Jerry LoPiccalo at 630-514-6221.    
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:  Everyday 
at 4:30am and 8:30pm.   
Five ways to listen!  Catholic Spirit Radio on 88.3 FM  
online at www.catholicspiritradio.com  
Roku Channel Store,   Alexa play Catholic Spirit Radio  
Audio now 605-472-9380 
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM 
 
CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO HOSTS ROSARY EVENT:  
Friday, October 7th is the feast of Our  Lady of the Ro-
sary.  This day is remembered for the Blessed Virgin Mary’s 
intercession in stopping the Ottoman Turks’ 1600’s invasion 
of Malta and potentially Rome.  Soldiers and Christians 
throughout Europe devotedly prayed the Rosary invoking her 
aid against the daunting forces.  Catholic Spirit Radio invites 
you to join in a worldwide recitation of the Rosary as they 
link via live audio with others in prayer.  Dan & Stephanie 
Burke, The Displaced Carmelite Nuns of Sacramento, Chris 
Stefanik, and Bishop Strickland will be guiding the event.  
The local Rosary begins at 6:30pm in the north parking lot of 
Catholic Spirit Radio (108 Boeykens Place in Normal).  
Bring your rosary and a lawn chair.  Free and open to all ages. 

WE ARE PLEASED TO AN-
NOUNCE THAT WE NOW 
HAVE AN AMAZONSMILE 
ACCOUNT:   

How does AmazonSmile work?   
Go to our website church.stmaryspontiac.org > Stewardship 
> Amazon Smile. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price to the customer’s selected charitable organization. Go 
to smile.amazon.com every time you shop.  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 2, 2022 
Sunday  Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9;  
  2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10 
Monday  Gal 1:6-12; PS 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 & 10c; Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday  St. Francis of Assisi   Gal 1:13-24;  
  Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15; Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday St. Faustina Kowalska 
  Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday St. Bruno 
  Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Lk 11:5-13 
Friday  Our Lady of the Rosary 
  Gal 3:7-14; PS 111:1B-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday  Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 11:27-28 
Sunday  Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  2 Kgs 5:14-17; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4; 2 Tm 2:8-13;  
  Lk 17:11-19 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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http://church.stmaryspontiac.org/
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PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR 

 

For 2022, we ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 

A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   

 

   Mon Oct 3  Chris Grazis Family, Darrin & Zain Pierce’s Family  
   Tues Oct 4  Bill & Karen Gregory Family, Mallory Masching’s Family 
   Wed Oct 5  Brendan & Martha Greil Family, T.J. & Sara Murphy’s Family 
   Thurs Oct 6  Denny & Kyra Gschwendtner Family,  
   Reese & Gavin Wehri’s Family 
   Fri Oct 7  Jamie Gula Family, Isaac & Henry Yedinak’s Family 
   Mon Oct 10 Kim Griswold Family, Elliot & Leo Bauman’s Family 
   Tues Oct 11 Dottie Gschwendtner Family,  
   Juan, Alison & Ana Cervantes’ Family 
   Wed Oct 12 Dewey & Marie Haag Family, Remi Collins’ Family 
   Thurs Oct 13 Doug & Brenda Grove Family, Chandler Dietz’s Family 
   Fri Oct 14  Theresa Gschwendtner Family, Stella & Smith Doran’s Family 

 

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY! 
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727 W MADISON

LYONS
BROTHERS

815-844-3585

HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING,

INC.

lyonsbrothers.com

STAMPS
BODY SHOP, LLC

(815) 844-5727

920 N Ladd - Pontiac

PONTIAC
FAMILY KITCHEN

904 CUSTER AVENUE
815-844-3155

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

COCKTAILS

BANQUET 
SEATING 
UP TO 80

State Bank of Graymont

 Chenoa Office Graymont Office Pontiac Office
 815-945-7871 815-743-5951 815-844-4433

MEMBER 
FDIC

Gerry & Karen Miller
Owners

www.gemscarpetcleaningplusreviews.com

Free Estimates

815.844.4424

Commercial & Residential

osfhealthcare.org

360 S. Deerfield Rd. • PfaffTireandAuto.com

815-844-2525

Robert & 
Sharri Pfaff, 
Parishioners

TIRES • ALIGNMENTS • BRAKES • AIR CONDITIONING • TUNE-UPS 
CUSTOM EXHAUST • LUBRICATION • SHOCKS • STRUTS

FARM TIRE SERVICE • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

PFAFF
TIRE & AUTO INC.
PFAFF
TIRE & AUTO INC.

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL

RESTAURANT

� Banquet Room �

Rt. 116 West

815-844-5757

BABY
BULL’S
FAMILY

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1252

PONTIAC
DAIRY QUEEN

802 N LADD ST.

“We Treat You Right”LIVINGSTON
STONE
Company

Fine Quality
Agricultural Limestone

Crushed Stone
To Your Specifications

RR N0. 4, PONTIAC
www.livstoneco.com
815-844-6341

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

DAN 844-5284  •  STEVE 842-1791
Plumbing, Heating & A/C

822 East Howard St. ‑ 815-844-7868
www.smithsplbghtgac.com

Smith’s

FINE MEXICAN CUISINE

Corner Route 66 & 23, Pontiac
815-844-4564

“Ask a Knight what you can do
for the Parish.”

Rev. Adam Cesarek, Chaplain

KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

Pontiac
Council #854 
www.KofC.org

Grand Knight: Bill Bertram
(815) 690-7072

www.facebook.com/kofc854Pontiac

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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