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And raising his eyes toward
his disciples he said:

- “Blessed are you who are poor,

s for the kingdom of God is yours.”

‘H", :“'_' Luke 6:20
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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764
Phone: 815-844-7683 Fax: 815-842-4345
Parish & School Website: www.stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac

PASTOR: Fr. Adam Cesarek
father.adam@stmaryspontiac.org

PERMANENT DEACON: Dcn. Jim Wallace
servant518@outlook.com

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER: Patti Zehr
zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR: Danielle Gill
gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org
EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR:
Megan Lauritsen
lauritsen.megan@stmaryspontiac.org
MUSIC DIRECTORS: Marie Kane, Merryn Krenz,
& Kathy Schulz

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12 noon and 1:00-4:30 pm
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day

MASS TIMES:

Saturday 4:00 pm

Sunday  7:00 am & 9:30 am

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 7:00 am
Thursday 8:15am (School Mass)

CONFESSION TIMES:

Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 6:25-6:55 am
Wednesday 12 noon —1:00 pm

Saturday 2:30-3:30 pm

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:

414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764

Phone: 815-844-6585

Principal: Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s School

Instagram: stmaryspontiac

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY: 401 E. Water St. Open to
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663)

SCRIP: Orders are accepted on the first and third Sundays of
the month. Place orders in the box in the back vestibule after Mass

or get them to Taryn Tissiere by 3:00pm Sunday. Cash-n-Carry
sales are being suspended for now.

STEWARDSHIP

Collection last Sunday: $13,138.75

School Collection was $2,215.00.
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection: This weekend.

Building Maintenance Fund Collection: Next weekend.

%’ CMass Intentions

Saturday, February 12
4:00 p.m.  Jo Reilly
Sunday, February 13 (Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time)

7:00 a.m. 1st ann Marilyn Martin
9:30 a.m.  Parish
Monday, February 14 (Sts. Cyril & Methodius)
7:00 am.  Monty Kohn
Tuesday, February 15
7:00 a.m. 11th ann Bernie Cassady
Wednesday, February 16
7:00 am.  Mary & Paul Rittenhouse
Thursday, February 17 (Seven Holy Founders of the Servite
Order)
8:15am.  19th ann Dick Masching
Friday, February 18
7:00 aam.  Louise Masching
Saturday, February 19
4:00 p.m.  Jo Schultz
Sunday, February 20 (Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time)
7:00 a.m.  Parish
9:30 am.  Jesus Calle

Servers for Saturday, February 19
4:00 p.m.  Tristin Bednar
Servers for Sunday, February 20
7:00 a.m.  Tyson Cramer
9:30 a.am.  Samantha Johns, Drew & Abby Lauritsen

UPDATED MASS PROTOCOLS: MASKS ARE ONCE
AGAIN REQUIRED PER STATE MANDATE. Online Mass
and drive thru communion will continue on Sundays until Bishop
Jenky removes the dispensation to attend Mass.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION is open each weekday, Monday
-Friday from 8am until 8pm. Adoration is in the Chapel except for
Thursdays when it is held in the church. If you would like to spend
an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone on those days,
please contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish
Office at 815-844-7683.

2021 TAX RECEIPTS have been mailed to all parishioners
who gave a total of $250 or more in the collection baskets this past

year. If you did not receive a statement but need one, please call
the parish office at 815-844-7683.

CONGRATULATIONS to the parents and family of Dominic
Jakob & Elena Rose Bartolo, children of Cristobal Bartolo-
Gonzalez & Amber Mussari Bartolo, who were recently baptized as
members of our faith.

PLEASE PRAY FOR parishioner Ben Erickson, R.I.P. Our
sympathy to his family and friends.
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i “Making Disciples for
i the Mission” Program
M Thank you to all parishion-
Mers who have completed
and submitted your Commit-
ment Card to the church.
For those parishioners who
Mhave not yet had the oppor-
Latunity to submit their card, a
allctter will be mailed to you
LauM\with a personalized Commit-
ment Card. Each and every one of you is a vital mem-
ber of our parish community and we want to hear from
you! This is an opportunity to reflect upon and renew
your sacrificial commitment to support the mission of St.
Mary’s Catholic Church. For those who are able—there
is an opportunity to make a one-time gift to the parish.

If you have any questions, please contact the church
office. For those of you who would prefer to fill out your
Commitment Card online, please visit the parish web-
site at www.church.stmaryspontiac.org

Drsapl(‘

for the
Mission

ST. MARY’S WOMEN’S GUILD will meet Tuesday, February
15 at 7:00pm in the parish hall. All women of the parish are
invited to attend.

GONZAGA RETREAT FOR HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH: The
annual Gonzaga retreat for high schoolers will return this March
11th and 12th! It will be held right here at St. Mary's. If you are
in high school and are interested in attending, or you know someone
who would like to attend, pick up a registration form in the back of
the church. Completed forms and registration fee can be turned into
the parish office or given to Megan Lauritsen.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the world about Jesus
through Evangelization? Legion of Mary meetings have resumed.
Please join us every Thursday at 7:00pm in the rectory (NOTE
CHANGE OF TIME). Please use the back door.

ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP has resumed meetings! All
high school students are invited to join us every Sunday evening
from 6:30-8:30pm. Youth group meets in the upstairs of the Parish
Center (former rectory). We hope to see you there!

BE ON THE LOOKOUT for a large, white, three-ring binder
that is filled with patterns and instructions for items to sew. It be-
longs to the Christ Child Society. If you have ANY information, or
maybe have seen it, please contact the parish office or Shari at 815-
419-8620. No one will be held accountable. We just need it back,
if possible. Thank you for your cooperation!

BISHOP JENKY BIRTHDAY & RETIREMENT: On March
3rd, Bishop Jenky will celebrate his 75th birthday, which is the age
when bishops are required by canon law to submit their resignation
to the Holy Father. Well wishes on the occasion of his birthday and
retirement may be sent to him at the following address:

Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.

Spalding Pastoral Center

419 N.E. Madison Avenue

Peoria, IL 61603

KINDERGARTEN TEACHER NEEDED: St. Mary’s School
is seeking a Kindergarten teacher who knows and loves Jesus and
His Church, to begin August 2022. We seek someone with a desire
to make disciples of their students and grow in discipleship with
other staff. Candidates must portray abilities of healthy teamwork
among colleagues along with a desire to share their knowledge and
love of Jesus and their Catholic faith with students and staff.
Please send 3 letters of recommendation, along with your resume
and cover letter. Please include a copy of your transcripts to Mrs.
Karen Jones, St. Mary’s School, 414 N. Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764

PLEASE CLAIM YOUR DISHES: Dishes left over from fu-
neral dinners and other events can be found in the school foyer.
Please stop by between 8am and 3pm to claim. Names on dishes:
Nancy Milhauser, Carole Peterson, Jamie Drilling, Kelli Trai-
nor, Sue Smith, Dianne Hanley, Pat Hepperly, Nanette Marx,
Val Brown, Diana Woodburn, Shirley Eckel, Brenda Shaugh-
nessy, Jeanette Kuerth, Heather Machroli and numerous other
containers without names. If these items are not picked up, they
will be donated to the Women’s Guild Rummage Sale in June.

CONGRATULATIONS to the November and December Quick
Draw winners at St. Mary's School: Jerry Causer, Bob Adcock,
Karen Yirsa, Andrew Strub, Maddie Mehrkens, Mary Billing-
ton, Becky Gray, Meghan Murtaugh, Grace Becker, Joe Col-
lins, and Vanessa Legner. We sincerely appreciate your sup-
port of SMS! January winners will be announced soon.

»ONLINE
“GIVING

St. Mary's Parish is now offering Online Giving.

E 6‘
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Online Giving can be used to give to:
* Sunday Offering
* School Collection
* Food Pantry
* Building Maintenance Fund
* Memorials/Gifts
* School Annual Fund
* Scholarships

Start giving online today!

1. Visit our website at www.stmaryspontiac.org and click
on the online giving link.

2. Create an account.

3. Schedule your gift. Gifts given via checking or savings
account have no service charge. Debit and credit card
gifts will be assessed a 3% fee.

Please prayerfully consider giving online. If you have any
questions, contact the parish office at 815-844-7683.
Online Giving is provided by Our Sunday Visitor, a
Catholic not-for-profit organization serving parishes for
more than 100 years.
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ST. MARY’S SCHOOL

NEW FAMILY REGISTRATION FOR GRADES K-8
for the 2022-2023 school year has begun.

Why choose us? — st. Mary- ~
o Full, state private school recognition ) v
Certified teachers
Scholarships available W
\ >

[ ]
[ ]
¢ K38 bulldlng’ one class of each Malking Disciples for the Mission
[ ]
[ ]

Religion, music, art, PE and computer classes

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd religion program (grades K-3)
Register online at school.stmaryspontiac.org. For more information, or to schedule a tour, contact the school office
at 815-844-6585.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

We strive to ensure that our youth are able to receive a Catholic education despite the possible inability to
pay. Through the Invest in Kids Act, K - 12 students have the opportunity to receive Illinois tax credit scholarships
to attend private schools. This scholarship opportunity is available to all income-eligible St. Mary's families. Schol-
arships cover up to 100% of private school tuition and fees and will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.
Applications for the 2022-2023 school year will be accepted beginning January 12, 2022. If you have financial
need, please take advantage of this opportunity. Confidentiality is maintained in this process. For complete details
on income eligibility guidelines or to submit an application, visit the Empower Illinois website. You may also con-
tact the school office for more information.
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MATCHING GIFT CHALLENGE
Through the Invest in Kids Act, students living

at or below the federal poverty level can re-
ceive a scholarship to attend St. Mary’s

School. Scholarships cover up to 100% of -
private school tuition and fees. We have 24 —
students (with tuition totaling $79,200) + =
who have qualified and are on the waiting

list, hoping to receive a scholarship for the School Matching Total funds
2022-2023 school year. We are pleased to ;a'sgd funds for school
announce that a generous donor has created Schoirships
a 1:1 matching gift program. For every dollar donated, this donor will match the gift up to
$10,000! We need to raise $10,000 by April 15 to unlock the full gift. Additionally,
Caterpillar employees and retirees can have their gift matched by the Caterpillar Founda-
tion. A $1,000 gift matched twice becomes $3,000 to SMS! All donations must be made
directly to Empower lllinois, our Scholarship Granting Organization. Donors will receive a
75% state tax credit for their donation. If you can help, call the school office at (815) 844-
6585 or email Danielle Gill at gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org.

What is a matching gift program?
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JOIN US FOR OUR 29TH ANNUAL
ST. MARY'S SCHOOL DRAWDOWN

LICKHTS,
SRR

X

SATURDAY. APRIL 2
SSHY  TICEET ADMIIS 2/ PONTIACTIES LODCE

Your $85 ticket admits two adults to the event and includes
dinner, draft beer, a chance to win fantastic prizes, and the
opportunity to participate in live & silent auctions.

5:00 pm Doors open
5:30 - 7:30 pm Buffet dinner served
5:30 pm DrawDown of tickets begins
followed by Live Auction

RESERVE YOUR TICKET AT SCHOOL.STMARYSPONTIAC.ORG
ONLY 300 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD! NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN. THIS EVENT IS FOR ADULTS 21+ ONLY.
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... .. WEAREPLEASED TO AN-
AMAZONS 1112 NOUNCE THAT WE Now
: ' HAVE AN AMAZONSMILE

You shop. Amazon gives.ACCOUNT:
How does AmazonSmile work?
Go to our website church.stmaryspontiac.org > Stewardship
> Amazon Smile. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price to the customer’s selected charitable organization. Go
to smile.amazon.com every time you shop.

PRAYERFUL PILGRIMAGE TO SUPPORT VOCATIONS:
Explore France with Father Timothy Hepner September 24-October
4, 2022 with an optional pre-tour to Lourdes September 21-25,
2022. For more information, please contact co-host Bonnie New-
man at (309) 737-0059 or email bonnie@bluehorizon.net Proceeds
from this tour will go to the Monsignor Carton Scholarship Fund to
help finance the seminarians in the Diocese of Peoria.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 13, 2022

Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 17:5-8/ Ps 1:1-2,3,4 & 6/ 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/
Lk 6:17, 20-26
Monday Sts. Cyril & Methodius Jas 1:1-11/
Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76/ Mk 8:11-13
Tuesday Jas 1:12-18/ Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19/
Mk 8:14-21
Wednesday Jas 1:19-27/ Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/ Mk 8:22-26
Thursday Jas 2:1-9/ Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/ Mk 8:27-33
Friday Jas 2:14-24, 26/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/ Mk 8:34-9:1
Saturday Jas 3:1-10/ Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8/ Mk 9:2-13
Sunday Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

1Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/ Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8,
10, 12-13/ 1 Cor 15:45-49/ Lk 6:27-38

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND WITH FATHER DA-
VID: October 29-November 9. Deacon Matt Levy will guide
this trip with Fr. David offering Masses at each stop along the pil-
grim Way of Jesus Christ to the cross. Call Fr. David at 309-536-
0027 for more information.

“Blessed are you
who are now weeping,
for you will laugh.”

— S

PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE
HOLY FATHER FOR FEBRUARY

For religious sisters and consecrated women: We pray for reli-
gious sisters and consecrated women; thanking them for their mis-

sion and their courage; may they continue to find new responses to
the challenges of our times.

CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO

SP lRIT 7 days a week, 24 hours a day! Catholic

Spirit Radio broadcasts EWTN and local

programming for you! It’s lively, entertain-

ing, and informative. Catholic Spirit Radio

is on 89.5 FM and 92.5 FM, and now on

88.3 FM in the Pontiac area, and online at

R ADI www.catholicspiritradio.com We would
like to thank the following local businesses

for underwriting the efforts of Catholic Spirit Radio: Knights of

Columbus Council #854, Edinger’s Filling Station, Fogarty’s Gar-

age & Lyons-Sullivan Realty. If you would like to support CSR,

please contact Jerry LoPiccalo at 630-514-6221.

CHILDREN’S ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:

Every Sunday and Wednesday at 8:30pm, tune in to hear St.

Mary’s School students pray the Rosary. Five ways to listen!

Catholic Spirit Radio on 88.3 FM

online at www.catholicspiritradio.com

Roku Channel Store

Alexa play Catholic Spirit Radio

Audio now 605-472-9380

MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM

CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO PILGRIMAGE: Saturday,
March 12. This all-inclusive trip provides charter bus transporta-
tion from Normal to Princeville and Peoria. We will visit the Com-
munity of St. John for a Lenten talk, Adoration, Confession, Mass
and lunch then to the Archbishop Fulton Sheen Museum & Gift
Shop, a talk on Sheen by Katie Bogner followed by her book sale,
Sheen’s Tomb at the Cathedral and dinner at Obed & Isaac’s. Reg-
ister by February 19 for $155 at catholicspiritradio.com For ques-
tions, contact Pam at 217-855-4418 or elliottbus@gmail.com

“The Jesus Diary”

by parishioner Dave Mishur
is on sale at Amazon and
available for purchase at the
parish office, $15 per copy with
purchase price going to the church.

An Anonymous Observer's Record of the Life
and Accomplishments of Our Savior

"Mishur takes the widely
=k known-but highly condensed-Gospel
SSaeeN. accounts and adds imaginary color...
5 Readers share the sense of marvel at

WJesus' works and teachings"
—Tom Dermody, Editor,
The Catholic Post
"Would you like an uplifting
escape from the present malaise in
Church and Country? Then read Dave Mishur's “The Jesus Diary:
...an outstanding Christmas gift. Highly recommended. —
Peggy Moen, Editor, The Wanderer

“This book is tailor made for real life understanding with-
out all the jargon that feels stuffy and judgmental.”

—Amazon customer

Dave Mishur
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR

For 2022, we ask everyone to-pravy for specific chuuwch and school families each weekdavy.
A list will be published here inthe bulletiny and in the newsletter yow receive in the mail.
Please remember these families inv your prayers each day for thew to-grow intheir faitihvthis year.

Mon Feb 14  Jim & Pat Bednar Family; Camille Bohm’s Family
Tues Feb 15 Peter Beebe Family; Adalynn Gardner’s Family

Wed Feb 16  John Beller Family; Isaac & Cameron Mackinson’s Family
Thurs Feb 17 Betty Benedino Family; Isaiah & Kaeloni Jones’s Family
Linda Benedino Family; Alexis Brown’s Family
Mon Feb 21  Peter & Shelly Benning Family; Chloe & Bailey Cox’s Family
Tues Feb 22 Bill & Georgia Bertram Family; Olivia & Eli Miller’s Family

Fri Feb 18

Wed Feb 23 Jeff & Becky Bertrand Family; Chris Gray’s Family

Thurs Feb 24 Troy & Katie Bertsche Family; Leleu Thruston’s Family
John & Peggy Beyer Family; Reagan Mackinson’s Family

Fri Feb 25

Mon Feb 28 Janet Bier Family; Kloey Wagner’s Family

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY!

3 LYONS
{IBROTHERS

HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING,
INC.

* Banquet Room % || Bj X J/V:® 3585

Rt. 116 West 727 W MADISON
815-844-5757

- BSTOWE PFAFF

TIRE & auto cane TIRE & AUTO INC.

St A

TIRES « ALIGNMENTS « BRAKES « AIR CONDITIONING « TUNE-UPS

CUSTOM EXHAUST « LUBRICATION « SHOCKS « STRUTS
FARM TIRE SERVICE - COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

Robert &
Sharri Pfaff, "_je

Parishioners

o
815-844-2525

PONTIAC SEW & VAC
SALES SERVICE REPAIR

PATRICK DOUGHAN
OWNER & OPERATOR
209 N PLUM ST | PONTIAC, IL 61764
815-419-2281

lyonsbrothers.com

osfhealthcare.org

STAMPS
BODY SHOP LLC

920 N Ladd - Pontiac
5 (815) 844-5727

BREAKFAST

? ON TIA C DINNER

\ COCKTAILS
~ FAMILY KITCHEN * .-
. 904 CUSTER AVENUE

\ | BANQUET
815 844- 3155 Y. SEATING

=% UPTO80

State Bank of Graymont

i ..'.x._.__ E;Llum : ;

O LL DULLAEL

815-945-7871 815-743-5951

- Al
=‘h_ MEMBER
FDIC

Chenoa Office Graymont Office Pontiac Office
815-844-4433

catholicmatch’
lllinois

CatholicMatch.com/golIL

Brett Hendren, Financial Representative
901 W. Howard St. Pontiac, IL 61764
Brett.hendren@countryfinancial.com
815-842-2881 office
309-261-7037 cell

“Protect what you have and

_COUNTRY

o~ FINANCIAL —
FINANCIAL. _

ME | LIFE | B 55 | RETIREMENT

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Gerry & Karen Miller

_ Owners

W4 TR~
S~ Free'Bstimates

. ﬁﬁ%ﬁ,sw.sﬂ.mn
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903 W. Custer Ave., Pontiac
815-844-7111
duffyfuneralhome.com

DUFFY- BAIER - SNEDECOR

" Pontiac, Cullom, Chatsworth & Forrest

815-844-5151 _;‘____._-1
calvertmemorial.com

alvert,Martin
Calvert s Martin

'wmlm’ﬂ /

~—

PONTIAC
i ' _ DAIRY QUEEN

’ 802 N LADD ST.

FINE QUALITY
| AGRICULTURAL LIMESTONE

Crushed Stone
! To Your Specifications

RR NO. 4, PONTIAC
www.livstoneco.com

815-844 654-1 i

81 5-842-0360 '

{

INC
321 W Madison St. i aéing Bitker

Tim Bassett, Broker 815-822-8182
Brett Graves, Broker 815-674-1458
Jackie Mustread, Broker 815-674-2923

www.LyonsSullivanRealty.com

| PRAIRIE STATE
JOHNDEERE TRACTOR

In January 2021, KSR Equipment LLC and Holland
and Sons, Inc merged to become Prairie State
Tractor. Together we look forward to serving you
through our eight locations!

Kelly Electric
815.844.5921

prairiestatetractor.com

DRISCOLL

601 S Newport Rd, Pontiac » 1-815-842-1143 or

1-800-851-7605

Driscollmotors.com
Service * Sales ¢ Parts ¢ Detailing

Cl-lEVRIJLEI‘

“Ask a Knight what you can do

for the Partsh ”

Pontiac

KNIGHTS 4

OF COLUMBUS  "S¥#

Grand Knight: Blll Bertram
(815) 690-7072
Rev. Adam Cesarek, Chaplain
www.facebook.com/kofc854Pontiac Ki

Council #854
7~ www.KofC.org

%
/‘é Bank of Pontiac

Pontiac « Odell » Dwight * Forrest = Fairbury = Coal City
Minier = Delavan = Bloomington
Toll FREE 855-844-6151 | www.bankofpontiac.com

Member FDIC

Plumbing, Heating & A/C

DAN 844-5284 - STEVE 842-1791
www.smithsplbghtgac.com

822 East Howard St. - 815-844-7868

NAIFA
AN

ALL LINES OF INSURANCE
Retirement & Tax Services
James Martin, CLU, Agent
(815) 842-2099 ~ Cell (815) 674-4420
iminsurance.seed@frontier.com

423 W. Madison St. Homemade | ;
Pontiac, IL = [ B> Soups & Pies | — :
| 2V)  Daiys2.90 New Adver’glglng
T 5303 ATIO N TR Opportunities

-[ 5302 RIS S | Available
A * Professional People

¢ Self-Employed ¢ Business Owners

Locally Owned & Operated by Paul & Mary Breznay For more information, please contact

i'm lovin’it Mot valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/22.
Redeemable Only at Ponfiac McDonalds

E V1 Free Hamburger SUSIE BOONE

: ,/ \ 1 with purchase of 269.226.0064
v any item sboone@diocesan.com
: One coupon per visit,

|=-]PANNO“M'“

ANREALTY o
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“We Make It H.r:‘r_:;mf
405 W. Madison St
Pontiac, IL

LISA J. MARTIN

Owner/Managing Broker

RICK CAMPBELL www.pannorealty.com

PETER J. MARTIN 815-844-6771
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