
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
Pontiac, Illinois 
May 25, 2025 



MAY 25, 2025 PAGE 2 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Fr . David Sabel 
 fr.david.sabel@gmail.com 
PAROCHIAL VICAR:  Fr . David Whiteside 
 frdwhiteside@gmail.com 
PERMANENT DEACONS:   
 Dcn. Ray White   deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org 
 Dcn. Jim Wallace   servant518@outlook.com 
 Dcn. George Wagner   815-848-3147   
PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR:  Margo Law 
 law.margo@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   5:00 pm Sunday   7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday   7:00 am 
Tuesday  5:30 pm 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:30-6:50 am 
Tuesday  5:00-5:25 pm   
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 
SCRIP:  SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the 
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com.  Questions?  Contact Taryn 
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $19,940.75 
 

Building Maintenance Fund Collection was $2,485.00. 
 
School Collection:  Next weekend. 
 
THANK YOU to those who regular ly suppor t our  par ish.   
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Saturday, May 24 
 5:00 p.m. Ann Miller   
Sunday, May 25 (Sixth Sunday of Easter) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. Mary Kilbride 
Monday, May 26 (Memorial Day; St. Philip Neri) 
 10:30 a.m. All our deceased loved ones  
Tuesday, May 27 (St. Augustine of Canterbury) 
 5:30 p.m. Bill Loughran 
Wednesday, May 28 

 7:00 a.m. Colleen Kilbride 
Thursday, May 29 (St. Paul VI, pope) 
 7:00 a.m. Linda Zielinski    
Friday, May 30 
 7:00 a.m. Owen & Pat Lyons    
Saturday, May 31 (Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 
 5:00 p.m. Leo Kilbride   
Sunday, June 1 (The Ascension of the Lord) 
 7:00 a.m. Parish 
 9:30 a.m. 27th ann Hank Masching 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  The Adoration Chapel is 
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm.  On Tuesday, 
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm.  If you would like 
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please 
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at 
815-844-7683.         
 
BAPTISM PREP CLASS:  If you are looking to have your  fir st 
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class 
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm. 
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance 
to reserve your spot to help us prepare.  *Do not select godparents 
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered. 
 
SUMMER HOURS:  The par ish office will be closed on Fr iday 
afternoons from Memorial Day through Labor Day. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR Linda Zielinski, R.I.P. (sister -in-law of 
Linda Brummel).  Our sympathy to her family and friends. 
 

THURSDAY MASSES 
Now that school is out for the summer,  
Thursday Masses will be offered at 7am 

until school resumes in August. 

MEMORIAL DAY MASS  
MONDAY, MAY 26 AT 10:30 AM  

AT ST. MARY’S CEMETERY 
 

This Mass will honor all of our deceased loved ones.  Please bring 
a lawn chair.  If the weather is inclement, a Flocknote message 
will be sent out and the Mass will be held at the church at the 
same time.   
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LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization? Become a disciple.  Join the Legion of 
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Please use 
the back door.    

 
WOMEN’S GUILD RUMMAGE SALE FUND-
RAISER:  The Women’s Guild will be holding a 
Rummage Sale Fundraiser in the parish hall the first 
week of June.  Donated items in good condition are 

needed for the sale such as books, jewelry, linens, toys, household 
items, decorations and miscellaneous items.  NO CLOTHES!   
DROP OFF DATES:  SALE DATES: 
Monday, June 2  10am-3pm Thursday, June 5  12noon-6pm 
Tuesday, June 3  9am-4pm Friday, June 6  9am-6pm 
Wednesday, June 4  10am-5pm Saturday, June 7  9-11am 
Thursday, June 5  9-11am 
Volunteers will be needed on Saturday to pack up leftover items 
when the sale ends. 
 
HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:  
Pick up a baby bottle at the doors of the church.  Between Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day, drop in your spare change, bills, or a check.  
Return it to church Father’s Day weekend and know that the spare 
change collected will be used to help mothers and their babies.  
Your change can change lives! 
 
TOTUS TUUS HOST HOME NEEDED:  We are in need of 
someone to host two young men for the week of June 7-13.  Sepa-
rate beds, please.  Meals are provided so they only need a place to 
sleep and shower.  Contact Marie Kane at 815-674-5868 if you can 
help. 
 
APRIL QUICK DRAW WINNERS:  Congratulations to the 
April Quick Draw winners at St. Mary’s School:  Katie Posey, Judy 
Sweitzer, Michelle Masching, Gary Doughan, and Heath Kapper.  
Thank you for your support of St. Mary’s School! 
 

LECTORS FOR JUNE 
5:00pm Mike VanSickle 
7:00am Bridget Morrissette & Paul Giordano 
9:30am Bob Kane & Brenda Shaughnessy 

EXTRA ORDINARY MINISTERS FOR JUNE 
Scheduling is handled through Sign-Up Genius.   
If you are a Eucharistic Minister and do not have  

access to Sign-Up Genius, please contact Cece White. 
GREETERS & USHERS FOR JUNE 

5:00pm Paula Rosenbaum, Phyllis Moritz, Bill Bertram, Kristy 
 Duda, Mike Linskey, Jim Sporrer 
7:00am Andy & Shirley Eckel, Vicki McBeath, Jeff & Kenzie 
 Meister, Don Verdun, Bob Fox 
9:30am Tammy Johns, Doug & Linda Zick, Bill Halpin, Pat  
 Martin  

SANCTUARY CLEANERS FOR JUNE 
Donna O’Shaughnessy, Earline Devito,  

Darlene DeMattia, Bernie Brown 

 

PRICE INCREASE AT  
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY 
Effective July 1, 2025 

 

It has been 25 years since the price of a grave space increased.  
Therefore the following prices will go into effect on July 1, 2025. 
 

Full Casket Burial Space—$500 
         One cremation can also be added to a full casket space 
Cremation Lot for 2 will remain at $300 
 

 For those planning to be cremated, you will have to pur-
chase a cremation lot.  We will no longer allow the purchase of a 
full casket burial space for those intending to be cremated.  This 
will preserve as much space as possible for many years come. 
 To purchase a lot, call Patti at the parish office to sched-
ule an appointment, 815-844-7683. 

FRANCIS STRONG OF FAIRBURY WILL BE 
ORDAINED TO THE PRIESTHOOD THIS  

SATURDAY, MAY 24.  EVERYONE IS INVITED 
TO A RECEPTION ON SUNDAY, MAY 25  

BEGINNING AT 2:30PM AT DOS FUENTES 
EVENT CENTER ON ROUTE 24 IN FAIRBURY.  

COME RECEIVE A FIRST BLESSING FROM  
FATHER STRONG AND ENJOY FOOD 

AND REFRESHMENTS. 
 

CLERGY CHANGES 
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025 

 

§ Fr. David Sabel will become the Chaplain at OSF 
St. Elizabeth Medical Center in Ottawa, living at the 
rectory in Marseilles. 

§ Fr. David Whiteside will be moving to Lowell, VT 
to be the Chaplain at a Carmelite Monastery. 

§ Fr. Robert Rayson will become our Administrator 
overseeing Pontiac, Chenoa & Lexington churches. 

§ Fr. John Bazimenyera will become our Parochial 
Vicar assisting at Pontiac, Chenoa & Lexington 
churches. 

Fr. Rayson & Fr. Bazi will live here in Pontiac. 
 

FAREWELL RECEPTION  
FOR FATHER SABEL & 
FATHER WHITESIDE 

Sunday, June 22 after 9:30 Mass  
until 1pm at St. Maryôs Parish Hall. 

Refreshments will be available. 
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST 
 

St Francis of Assisi: ñO sublime humility! O humble sublimity! That the Lord of 
the whole universe, God and the Son of God, should humble himself like this and 
hide under the form of a little bread, for our salvation.ò 
 

St Augustine: ñWhat you see is the bread and the chalice; that is what your own 
eyes report to you. But what your faith obliges you to accept is that the bread is 

the body of Christ, and the chalice is the blood of Christ. This has been said very briefly, which 
may perhaps be sufficient for faith; yet faith does not desire instruction.ò 

TEACHERS NEEDED AT  
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 

Fourth Grade Teacher,  
Jr. High Language Arts/Literature Teacher 

 
Teacher applicants must have a valid Illinois teaching certificate.   We are seeking Teachers who know and love Jesus.  We 
seek someone with a desire to make disciples of their students and grow in discipleship with other staff.  Candidates must por-
tray abilities of healthy teamwork among colleagues along with a desire to share their knowledge and love of Jesus with stu-
dents and staff.  Please send 3 letters of recommendation and a copy of your transcripts, along with your resume and cover 
letter to Mrs. Karen Jones, St. Mary’s School, 414 N. Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764 or you may email these items to:  
jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 

mailto:jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR MAY  

For working conditions:  Let us pray that through work, each 
person might find fulfilment, families might be sustained in digni-
ty, and that society might be humanized.  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 25, 2025 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ƛȄǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 
 !Ŏǘǎ мрΥм-нΣ нн-нфΤ tǎ стΥн-оΣ рΣ сΣ уΤ  
 wŜǾ нмΥмл-мпΣ нн-ноΤ Wƴ мпΥно-нф 
aƻƴŘŀȅ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇ bŜǊƛ   !Ŏǘǎ мсΥмм-мрΤ  
 tǎ мпфΥмō-нΣ о-пΣ р-сŀ ŀƴŘ фōΤ Wƴ мрΥнс-мсΥпŀ  
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ {ǘΦ !ǳƎǳǎǝƴŜ ƻŦ /ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅ   !Ŏǘǎ мсΥнн-опΤ  
 tǎ моуΥм-нŀōΣ нŎŘŜ-оΣ тŎ-уΤ Wƴ мсΥр-мм 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ !Ŏǘǎ мтΥмрΣ нн-муΥмΤ tǎ мпуΥм-нΣ мм-мнΣ моΣ мпΤ  
 Wƴ мсΥмн-мр  
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭ ±LΣ ǇƻǇŜ   !Ŏǘǎ муΥм-уΣ  Wƴ мсΥмс-нлΤ  
 tǎ фуΥмΣ н-оŀōΣ оŎŘ-пΤ Wƴ мсΥмс-нл 
CǊƛŘŀȅ !Ŏǘǎ муΥф-муΤ tǎ птΥн-оΣ п-рΣ с-тΤ Wƴ мсΥнл-но 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ  ±ƛǎƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅ 
  ½ŜǇƘ оΥмп-муŀ ƻǊ wƻƳ мнΥф-мсΤ  
  Lǎ мнΥн-оΣ пōŎŘΣ р-сΤ [ƪ мΥоф-рс  
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ¢ƘŜ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
 !Ŏǘǎ мΥм-ммΤ tǎ птΥн-оΣ с-тΣ у-фΤ 9ǇƘ мΥмт-но ƻǊ 
 IŜō фΥнп-нуΤ млΥмф-ноΤ [ƪ нпΥпс-ро 

Seven days a week, 24 hours a day!  
Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts 
EWTN and local programming for 
you! It’s lively, entertaining, and in-
formative.  We would like to thank the 
following local businesses for under-
writing the efforts of Catholic Spirit 
Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council 
#854, Baby Bulls Restaurant & Lyons
-Sullivan Realty.      

ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:   
 Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm   
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM  
 

ROSARY, ROOTBEER FLOATS & A MOVIE!  
Catholic Spirit Radio invites you to an evening Out-
door Rosary Event on Saturday, May 31, the Feast 
of The Visitation of the Blessed Mary Virgin.  At  
6:30pm, there will be rootbeer  floats, tours of the 
station, and social time.  At 7:30pm, the Rosary will 
be prayed, led by local organizations.  At 8:00pm, the 
movie, Cabrini, will be shown on the outdoor screen.   
Bring lawn chairs, blankets, family, and friends for an 
evening of the rosary, root beer floats, and a movie!   
[There is a special parking area for those needing to re-
main in their vehicle. Activities will be moved indoors 
in the case of inclement weather.] 



PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR  

 

We ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday.  

A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail.  

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   

 

Mon May 26  Dick Sargent Family, Dave & Katy Sartoris Family 
Tues May 27  Nick & Caroline Sartoris Family, Allyson Saxton Family 
Wed May 28  Rita Schaefer Family, Justin & Lisa Schaidle Family 
Thurs May 29 Nancy Schneeman Family, Ray & Sue Schnell Family 
Fri May 30  Chuck & Carol Schopp Family, Jacob & Jessica Schopp Family 
Mon June 2  Richard & Karla Schultz Family, Joe & Donna Schopp Family 
Tues June 3  Kathy Schulz Family, Mary Lynn Schopp Family 
Wed June 4  Ron & Kim Schulz Family, Sarah Schopp Family 
Thurs June 5  Brad Schwahn Family, Theresa Schopp Family 
Fri June 6  Marianne Schwahn Family, Bryan & Susan Schweigert Family 
 

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY!  
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