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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764
Phone: 815-844-7683 Fax: 815-842-4345
Parish & School Website: www.stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac

ADMINISTRATOR: Fr. David Sabel
fr.david.sabel@gmail.com

PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr. David Whiteside
frdwhiteside@gmail.com

PERMANENT DEACONS:
Dcn. Ray White deacon.ray@stmaryspontiac.org
Decn. Jim Wallace servant518@outlook.com
Dcn. George Wagner 815-848-3147

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER: Patti Zehr
zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR: Danielle Gill
gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org

EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COORDINATOR: Margo Law
law.margo(@stmaryspontiac.org

MUSIC DIRECTORS: Marie Kane & Merryn Krenz

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00am-12 noon and 1:00-4:30pm

MASS TIMES:

Saturday 5:00 pm Sunday 7:00 am & 9:30 am
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 7:00 am

Tuesday 5:30 pm

Thursday 8:15 am when school is in session

CONFESSION TIMES:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 6:30-6:50 am
Tuesday 5:00-5:25 pm

Wednesday 12 noon —1:00 pm

Saturday 3:45-4:45 pm

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL.:

414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764

Phone: 815-844-6585

Principal: Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org
Facebook: St. Mary’s School Instagram: stmaryspontiac

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY: 401 E. Water St. Open to
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663)

SCRIP: SCRIP is now an electronic only format using the
RaiseRight app or at www.raiseright.com. Questions? Contact Taryn
Tissiere at tissiere.taryn@stmaryspontiac.org or 815-979-7663.

STEWARDSHIP

Collection last Sunday: $13,147.25

School Collection was $4,197.00.
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection: This weekend.

Building Maintenance Fund Collection: Next weekend.

% CMass Intentions

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGES
TO THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE

Saturday, April 12

5:00 p.m.  Katie Kaiser
Sunday, April 13 (Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord)
7:00 am.  Amy Wyant
9:30 a.m.  Parish
Monday, April 14
7:00 aam.  Oveta & Lawrence Hepperly
Tuesday, April 15
7:00 a.m.  25th ann Kevin Casson
Wednesday, April 16
7:00 a.m.  Connie Larkin

Thursday, April 17 (Holy Thursday)

7:00 p.m.  Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Friday, April 18 (Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord)
3:00 p.m. Good Friday Service
Saturday, April 19 (Holy Saturday)
8:00 p.m.  Easter Vigil Mass
Sunday, April 20 (Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord)
7:00 a.am.  Dorian McBeath
9:30 a.m.  Parish

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: The Adoration Chapel is
open weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
8am until 8pm and Saturday from 8am until 3pm. On Tuesday,
Adoration is in the church from 8am to 5:30pm. If you would like
to spend an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone, please
contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish Office at
815-844-7683.

BAPTISM PREP CLASS: Ifyou are looking to have your first
child baptized, parents need to attend a Baptism preparation class
which takes place on the third Thursday of each month at 6:00pm.
Call the parish office at 815-844-7683 at least one week in advance
to reserve your spot to help us prepare. *Do not select godparents
until the class has been attended, this topic will be covered.

MASS AT LOCAL NURSING HOME:
The Pointe on Friday, April 18 at 10am.

Mass will be offered at

NEW ALTAR SERVERS: If you are interested in being an
Altar Server please call or text Julie Wenger at (815) 252-5947.

PLEASE PRAY FOR parishioner Richard Pfaff, R.I.P. Our
sympathy to his family and friends.

Visiting us for the weekend? Gone
for the weekend or the winter?
Forgot your envelope? Not a reg-
istered parishioner and don’t get
envelopes? Use this QR code to
access Online Giving for recurring
or one-time gifts to the Church,
School, Food Pantry and Building
Maintenance collections. Your
gifts are greatly appreciated!
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

BUTTERBRAID ORDERS HAVE AR-

,,-‘ RIVED! If you placed an order after

Masses last month for pastries, pretzels or

( cookie dough from the Youth Group, or-

o f “"‘y 4.,\ ders are available to pick up after Masses

‘this weekend, April 12/13 at the old

B < gym doors. A limited number of items
will also be available for purchase while supplies last.

ST. MARY’S WOMEN’S GUILD will meet Tuesday, April 15
at 6:30pm in the Rosary Room of the parish hall. All women of
the parish are encouraged to attend.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS will meet Wednesday, April 16 at
6:30pm in the Our Lady of the Rosary Room of the parish hall.

ATTENTION LADIES IN YOUR 20°S AND 30°’S: Join us the
third Wednesday of every month for fellowship as we work our
way through the Gospel of Luke in 2024. Come to as few or as
many as you can make. If interested or if you have any questions,
text or call Kate Harrold at 815-848-1705.

LEGION OF MARY: Want to tell the world about Jesus
through Evangelization? Become a disciple. Join the Legion of
Mary every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. Please use
the back door.

WOMEN’S GUILD RUMMAGE SALE FUNDRAISER: The
Women’s Guild will be holding a Rummage Sale Fundraiser in the
parish hall on Friday, June 6 & Saturday, June 7. Donated items in
good condition are needed for the sale such as books, jewelry, lin-
ens, toys, household items, decorations and miscellaneous items.
NO CLOTHES! Start saving your items. Drop off information
will be provided closer to the sale date.
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| COMING SOON

The tuckpointing project on the church begins this
week and will continue through August. During this time,
various entrances and parking spots may be inaccessible,
but the church will remain open and schedules will con-
tinue as usual. We ask for you patience and caution as
you move around the church, and please be respectful of
the temporary closures you may encounter.

The first section to be worked on will be the west
side of the church. The parking spots along Main Street
will be reserved for construction equipment during this
time. Adorers may want to consider using the Sacristy
entrance while the work on the west side is going on.

Updates will be provided as the work progresses.
For your safety, please pay attention to posted notices,
church announcements and bulletin & Flocknote updates.

HOLY WEEK

LENTEN PENANCE SERVICES: Extra priests will be on
hand to hear individual confessions.
Wednesday, April 16 at 6pm at St. Joseph, Chenoa

PLANTS NEEDED FOR GETHSEMENE GARDEN: We
are in need of all sizes of green plants for our Holy Thursday
display. Plants can be dropped off at the church during Holy
Week before Wednesday at noon, then picked up on Good Fri-
day before 10am.

ATTENTION ADORERS: The Adoration Chapel will be
closed from 6pm on Holy Thursday until Easter Sunday.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS & DIVINE MERCY CHAP-
LET will be led by Fr. Whiteside beginning at 2pm on Good
Friday prior to the Good Friday Service at 3pm.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Monday, April 14
6:30-6:50am — Confessions
7am — Mass
Tuesday, April 15
6:30-6:50am — Confessions
7am — Mass
NO 5:30pm Mass due to Chrism Mass at the Cathedral
Wednesday, April 16
6:30-6:50am — Confessions
7am — Mass
12-1pm — Confessions
5-6pm - Confessions
Holy Thursday, April 17
7pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper
12 Midnight - Adoration Closes
Good Friday, April 18
2pm - Stations of the Cross & Divine Mercy Chaplet
3pm - Passion Service
Holy Saturday, April 19
8pm - Easter Vigil Mass (NO 5pm Mass)
Easter Sunday, April 20
Masses at 7am & 9:30am

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE AT AREA CHURCHES
Holy Thursday: Chenoa & Lexington at 7pm
Good Friday: Lexington at 5:30pm, Chenoa at 7pm
Easter Vigil: Chenoa at 7:30pm
Easter Sunday: Lexington at 9am, Chenoa at 11lam
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD:
ONE WHO SERVES

In the long form of the Passion from Luke’s Gospel, Jesus refers to himself as “the one who serves” (Luke
22:27). He was chiding the apostles who were arguing about which one was the greatest disciple. This reminds me of
today’s second reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians. He says that Christ “emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave” (Philippians 2:7). Jesus is not just being humble here. He gives us an example of how far God will go for love of
humanity.

| suspect the apostles were confused when Jesus talked this way. Jews considered the firstborn son to be the
one to inherit the bulk of the family estate. The youngest would get the least. Yet he tells them to be like the youngest:
expect little reward for what you do for others. Now the apostles might have thought, “Sure, | can do that. I'll preach
about the Kingdom of God for free. Then I'll really look important and holy.” So Jesus reminds them that the world
looks at the person being served as more important than the servant. But he is one who serves, and if the apostles are
to be leaders of the church, they will need to be servants, too. Why? Because that is how God comes to the people—
as a child born in a manger, a man who feeds the hungry but goes for forty days in the desert without food for himself,
a man who washes the feet of his own disciples, and who heals the sick but accepts the suffering of crucifixion.

In the Passion according to Luke, Jesus heals one of the men sent to arrest him. He even makes friends of
those who were enemies, Pilate and Herod (Luke 23:12). Barabbas, a murderer, is set free so Jesus can be crucified.
As he is led to the cross, he consoles the women who weep for him. And even on the cross, he is the suffering servant
who asks the Father to forgive those who are killing him. He accepts the faith of the criminal who is also being execut-
ed and promises him a place in Paradise.

With the example of service that Jesus shows toward those who put him to death, can we at least be “one who
serves” those around us? Can we at least forgive those who hurt us—maybe even pray for our leaders, especially the
ones with whom we disagree?
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2025-2026
LITTLE DiSCIPLES PRESCHOOL

> Now registering 4 year-old students
3 year-old registration begins 5/19/25 (if spots remain).

PROGRAM FEATURES :

Full-day 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Structured and creative playtime

Music, art, physical education, and technology
Minimum one hour daily rest time

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Program
Flexible tuition payment plans

We are celebrating the innocence of early learners and encouraging their sense of wonder. Little Disciples Preschool
will prepare children for their academic journey and teach children the culture of school in a structured, inclusive
environment. Children have the opportunity for intellectual, emotional, social and spiritual growth.
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ENCOUNTERING THE EUCHARIST

Excerpts from Ecclesia de Eucharistia by St. John Paul II

Mary is a "woman of the Eucharist" in her whole life. (53) In a certain sense
Mary lived her Eucharistic faith even before the institution of the Eucharist, by the
very fact that she offered her virginal womb for the Incarnation of God's Word. (55)

In her daily preparation for Calvary, Mary, experienced a kind of "anticipated Eucharist" -
one might say a "spiritual communion" - of desire and of oblation, which would culminate in her
union with her Son in his passion, and then find expression after Easter by her partaking in the Eu-
charist which the Apostles celebrated as the memorial of the passion. (56)

= ST MARY’S SCHOOL IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
X THAT WE HAVE FILLED SEVERAL
TEACHER/STAFF OPENINGS FOR NEXT YEAR
We welcome Kim Vogt ~ Third Grade Teacher
Josie Ahrends ~ Paraprofessional/Teacher’s Aide
Nick Milhauser ~ Business Manager
Please continue to spread the word and pray for these
additional positions to be filled.

TEACHERS & SUPPORT STAFF NEEDED

AT ST. MARY’S SCHOOL
Second Grade Teacher, Fourth Grade Teacher,

Jr. High Language Arts/Literature Teacher, Interventionist
Teacher applicants must have a valid Illinois teaching certificate. We are seeking Teachers who know and love Jesus. We
seek someone with a desire to make disciples of their students and grow in discipleship with other staff. Candidates must por-
tray abilities of healthy teamwork among colleagues along with a desire to share their knowledge and love of Jesus with stu-
dents and staff. Please send 3 letters of recommendation and a copy of your transcripts, along with your resume and cover
letter to Mrs. Karen Jones, St. Mary’s School, 414 N. Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764 or you may email these items to:
jones.karen(@stmaryspontiac.org

SPALDING SCHOLARSHIPS: Your child can attend a Catholic School, Finan-
cial Assistance Available:

Tuition assistance scholarship grants from the endowment fund established as a result of the
Diocese of Peoria ROOTED IN FAITH Campaign and named in honor of Archbishop Spal-

) b ! yL
ding, the first Bishop of Peoria, will be available for the 2025-2026 school year for students | | I hp Sgl}day celebrates 'ﬂ' |
enrolled in or intending to enroll in grades Kindergarten through 12 in any Catholic school [/ ﬁwsl tnumphal entay
located in the Diocese of Peoria whose families are active members of a Catholic parish in the o Jerusalem a;;i\d ‘
diocese. All grants will be based on financial need objectively assessed. Information about the »}1/ ' ')\
grants and application materials may be obtained from any Catholic elementary or secondary tks the Start Of\HOIY
school in the Diocese of Peoria or on the Diocesan website www.cdop.org under Catholic | “‘éé“k, the final days of

Schools and then under John Lancaster Spalding Scholarship. Consult the detailed protocols
and procedures and checklist at the bottom of the webpage for all requirements necessary to be

his earthly ministry.

eligible for an award. Parents must apply online at: online.factsmgt.com/aid. Families of stu- ""u.\.ﬂ\,.“ {

dents currently receiving grants are reminded that all grants are for one year only, and anyone
seeking to renew a grant for the 2025-2026 school year must reapply. Deadline date for the
completed application is April 25, 2025. Notification of grant awards will be made June 2025.
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE
HOLY FATHER FOR APRIL
For the use of the new technologies: Let us pray that the use of
the new technologies will not replace human relationships, will
respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises of
our times.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 13, 2025
Sunday Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Lk 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20,
23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14-23:56 or Lk 23:1-49
Is42:1-7; Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11

Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a; 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17;

Jn 13:21-33, 36-38

Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34;

Mt 26:14-25

Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Passion

Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; Ps 116:12-13, 15-16 bc, 17-18;
1Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15

Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion

s 52:13-53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25;
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1-19:42

Easter Vigil

Gen 1:1-2:2 or Gen 1:1, 26-31a; Ps 104:1-2, 5-6,
10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20
and 22; Gen 22:1-18 or Gen 22:1-2, 93, 10-13, 15
-18; Ps 16:5,8,9-10, 11; Ex 14:15-15:1; Ex 15:1-2,
3-4,5-6, 17-18; Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12,
13;1s 55:1-11; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Bar 3:9-15, 32-
4:4;Ps 19:8,9, 10, 11; Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps
42:3,5,43:3,4; 1s 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Ps 51:12-13,
14-15, 18-19; Rom 6:3-11; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-
23; Lk 24:1-12

The Resurrection of the Lord

Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;

Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; In 20: 1-9

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday

Sunday

THIS

1S my

Bopy...

THIS

1S my

BLOOD...

4

Seven days a week, 24 hours a day!
Catholic Spirit Radio broadcasts
EWTN and local programming for
88 .3 ou! It’s lively, entertaining, and
informative. We would like to
FM thank the following local business-
es for underwriting the efforts of
Catholic Spirit Radio: Knights of
R,\ﬁw%%Ko Qe caeliennrediocen JColumbus Council #854, Baby
stk eenaierirete IBulls Restaurant & Lyons-Sullivan
Realty. If you would like to sup-
port CSR, please contact Jerry LoPiccalo at 630-514-6221.
ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:
Everyday at 4:30am and 8:30pm
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM

CATHOLIC

SPIRIT

CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO NETWORK
PILGRIMAGE TO MOTHER ANGELICA’S SHRINE OF
THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT IN HANCEVILLE, AL
AND EWTN STUDIOS IN IRONDALE, AL
MONDAY, AUG. 18 to THURSDAY, AUG. 21, 2025
$1,100 per person includes tour bus transportation, 3 nights double-
occupancy in a hotel, all meals on Tuesday and Wednesday, break-
fast on Thursday, snacks, water and entertainment on the bus. On-

ly 40 seats available. For more information, contact Father Sabel.

’
o"

- ONLINE
“F GIVING

St. Mary's Parish is now offering Online Giving.

Online Giving can be used to give to:
e Sunday Offering
e School Collection
e Food Pantry
¢ Building Maintenance Fund
e Memorials/Gifts
e School Annual Fund
e Scholarships

Start giving online today!

1. Visit our website at www.stmaryspontiac.org and click
on the online giving link.

2. Create an account.

3. Schedule your gift. Gifts given via checking or savings
account have no service charge. Debit and credit card
gifts will be assessed a 3% fee.

Please prayerfully consider giving online. If you have any
questions, contact the parish office at 815-844-7683.
Online Giving is provided by Our Sunday Visitor, a
Catholic not-for-profit organization serving parishes for
more than 100 years.

APRIL 13, 2025

PAGE 6

PALM SUNDAY



ST. MARY’S CHURCH
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR

We ask everyone to-pray for specific chuwch and school families each weekdaovy.
A list will be published here in the bulletiny and in the newsletter yow receive in the mail.
Please remember these foumilies inv your prayers each day for them to-grow in their faitivthis year.

Mon Apr 14 Richard Quas Family, Ryan & Stephanie Quas Family
Tues Apr 15 Rose Quellhorst Family, Jason & Betsy Quinn Family
Wed Apr 16 Sheila Rainbolt Family, Jacob Ralph Family

Thurs Apr 17 Mike & Julie Ralph Family, Danielle Rambo Family
Fri Apr 18 Bill & Sue Ramseyer Family, Rod Rasmussen Family
Mon Apr 21 John & Anita Rebholz Family, Bianca Redfern Family
Tues Apr 22 Bob Reilly Family, Steve & Linda Renner Family
Wed Apr 23 Dan & Linda Rhodes Family, Andrew Rice Family
Thurs Apr 24 Marie Rice Family, Al & Sue Rich Family

Fri Apr 25 Denny & Deb Rich Family, Paula Rich Family

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY!



