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ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
119 E. HOWARD ST., P.O. BOX 374 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 
Phone:  815-844-7683   Fax:  815-842-4345 

Parish & School Website:  www.stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Parish-Pontiac 

 

PASTOR:  Fr . Adam Cesarek 
 father.adam@stmaryspontiac.org 
PERMANENT DEACON:  Dcn. J im Wallace    
 servant518@outlook.com 
 

PARISH SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER:  Patti Zehr  
 zehr.patti@stmaryspontiac.org 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:  Danielle Gill 
 gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org 
EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: 
 Megan Lauritsen       
 lauritsen.megan@stmaryspontiac.org 
MUSIC DIRECTORS:  Marie Kane, Mer ryn Krenz,  
 & Kathy Schulz  
   
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12 noon and 1:00-4:30 pm 
Closed on Friday afternoons Memorial Day to Labor Day 
 
MASS TIMES:  
Saturday   4:00 pm 
Sunday     7:00 am & 9:30 am 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday    7:00 am 
Thursday  8:15am (School Mass) 
 
CONFESSION TIMES:  
Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday,  Friday  6:25-6:55 am 
Wednesday  12 noon –1:00 pm 
Saturday  2:30-3:30 pm 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL:   
414 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL 61764 
Phone:  815-844-6585 
Principal:  Mrs. Karen Jones, jones.karen@stmaryspontiac.org 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s School 
Instagram:  stmaryspontiac 
 

ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY:  401 E. Water  St.  Open to 
Livingston County residents every Thursday from 12 noon to 3 pm.    
Phone: 815-844-FOOD(3663) 
 

SCRIP:  Orders are accepted on the fir st and third Sundays of 
the month.   Place orders in the box in the back vestibule after Mass 
or get them to Taryn Tissiere by 3:00pm Sunday.  Cash-n-Carry 
sales are being suspended for now.   

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Collection last Sunday:  $14,522.00 
 

School Collection was $3,260.00. 
 
St. Mary’s Food Pantry Collection:  This weekend. 
 
Building Maintenance Fund Collection:  Next weekend. 
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Saturday, March 12 
 4:00 p.m. 23rd ann Donald Ocean 
Sunday, March 13 (Second Sunday in Lent)  
 7:00 a.m. Parish  
 9:30 a.m. Patricia Gallivan 
Monday, March 14 
 7:00 a.m. George & Ethel Kirchgessner 
Tuesday, March 15 
 7:00 a.m. Warren Sladky  
Wednesday, March 16 
 7:00 a.m. Patrick Hatzer 
Thursday, March 17 (St. Patrick) 
 8:15 a.m. William & Ellen Mullen 
Friday, March 18 (St. Cyril of Jerusalem) 
 7:00 a.m. Paul & Mary Rittenhouse  
Saturday, March 19 (St. Joseph) 
 4:00 p.m. Michael & Alice Ganta 
Sunday, March 20 (Third Sunday in Lent)  
 7:00 a.m. Parish  
 9:30 a.m. Henry Michael Shrewsbury 
 
Servers for Saturday, March 19 
 4:00 p.m. Nicholas & Carter Doughan  
Servers for Sunday, March 20 
 7:00 a.m. Tyson Cramer 
 9:30 a.m. Molly, Zach & Mallory Masching 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION is open each weekday, Monday
-Friday from 8am until 8pm.  Adoration is in the Chapel except for 
Thursdays when it is held in the church.  If you would like to spend 
an hour with Jesus or share an hour with someone on those days, 
please contact Darlene DeMattia at 815-674-2375 or the Parish 
Office at 815-844-7683.       
 
CHENOA & LEXINGTON MASS CHANGES:  St. Mary’s 
Church in Lexington has resumed Masses in their church after the 
fire nearly a year ago.  Masses in Lexington will be Saturday at 
4pm and Sunday at 9am.  Masses at St. Joseph Church in Chenoa 
will return to their regular schedule of Saturday at 5:30pm and Sun-
day at 11am. 
 
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER NEEDED:  St. Mary’s School is 
seeking a Kindergarten teacher who knows and loves Jesus and His 
Church, to begin August 2022.  We seek someone with a desire to 
make disciples of their students and grow in discipleship with other 
staff.  Candidates must portray abilities of healthy teamwork 
among colleagues along with a desire to share their knowledge and 
love of Jesus and their Catholic faith with students and staff.   
Please send 3 letters of recommendation, along with your resume 
and cover letter.  Please include a copy of your transcripts to Mrs. 
Karen Jones, St. Mary’s School, 414 N. Main St. Pontiac, IL 61764 
 

DRAWDOWN TICKETS WILL  
BE FOR SALE IN THE  

BACK VESTIBULE AFTER  
ALL MASSES THIS WEEKEND  
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“Making Disciples for the 
Mission” Program 

Thank you to all parishioners who have 
completed and submitted your Commitment 
Card.  For those parishioners who have not 
yet had the opportunity to submit their card, 
a final letter will be mailed to you with a per-
sonalized Commitment Card.  We invite all 

faithful parishioners to complete a card 
as our parish goal is 100% participation!  You may return 
your card by:  mailing it to the church using the pre-
addressed envelope included with the letter, or bringing it to 
Mass next weekend, or you may visit our parish website at 
www.church.stmaryspontiac.org  and complete an electronic 
Commitment Card.  All cards need to be returned to the par-
ish by Sunday, March 20.  As a friendly reminder, Online 
Giving  is an easy, safe and secure way to support St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church.  To set-up a recurring weekly, or monthly 
gift or to make a one-time donation directly from your bank 
account or credit card, please visit our website and follow the 
instructions.  WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 
LEGION OF MARY:  Want to tell the wor ld about Jesus 
through Evangelization?  Legion of Mary meetings have resumed.  
Please join us every Thursday at 7:00pm in the rectory (NOTE 
CHANGE OF TIME).  Please use the back door.   
 
ST. MARY’S YOUTH GROUP has resumed meetings!  All 
high school students are invited to join us every Sunday evening 
from 6:30-8:30pm.  Youth group meets in the upstairs of the Parish 
Center (former rectory).  We hope to see you there!   
 

THE CATHOLIC POST 
Attention Facebook users!  Join 
more than 7,000 others who see 
and share important Catholic 
news first by following The Cath-
olic Post, our  excellent diocesan 
newspaper.  The social media 
outreach is just one aspect of the 
newspaper’s mission to “Spread 
the Word!”  Subscribe instantly via credit or debit card at the-
catholicpost.com; by call (309) 671-1550 during business hours; or 
by sending a check to The Catholic Post, PO Box 1722, Peoria, IL 
61656.  The regular subscription rate remains at $30. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the January & February Quick Draw 
winners at St. Mary's School: Sharon Howell, Spring Rice, Vicki 
McBeath, In memory of Joe DeYoung, Kim Martin, Ryan 
McGuckin, Roger Weber, Jeannine Malcheski, Benji Gray, and 
Ryan Carley!  Five more winners will be drawn for March. 
THANK YOU for your support and GOOD LUCK!  
 
A HUGE THANK YOU to all who chipped in to make the 
Volleyball Extravaganza a successful event.  A special shout out 
to The Women’s Guild for supplying all the paper products need-
ed for the event.  We also wanted to thank The Knights of Colum-
bus for the use of the equipment in the kitchen.  This year we host-
ed games for 20 schools.  The girls had a blast and they thank you 
for that experience.  Our St. Mary’s 5th and 6th Grade girls re-
ceived 1st place in the tournament!  Our alumni, current families, 
coaches, as well as community members pitched in to make the 
weekend go smoothly.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  
 
BE ON THE LOOKOUT for  a large, white, three-ring binder 
that is filled with patterns and instructions for items to sew.  It 
belongs to the Christ Child Society.  If you have ANY infor-
mation, or maybe have seen it, please contact the parish office or 
Shari at 815-419-8620.  No one will be held accountable.  We just 
need it back, if possible. Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
PLEASE CLAIM YOUR DISHES:  Dishes left over  from fu-
neral dinners and other events can be found in the school foyer.  
Please stop by between 8am and 3pm to claim.  Names on dishes:  
Nancy Milhauser, Carole Peterson, Jamie Drilling, Kelli Trai-
nor, Sue Smith, Dianne Hanley, Pat Hepperly, Nanette Marx, 
Val Brown, Diana Woodburn, Shirley Eckel, Brenda Shaugh-
nessy, Jeanette Kuerth, Heather Machroli and numerous oth-
er containers without names.  If these items are not picked up, they 
will be donated to the Women’s Guild Rummage Sale in June. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be held each Fr iday of 
Lent, except Good Friday, at 5:30 p.m. in the church.   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
LENTEN SOUP SUPPER 

 

Friday, March 18 
5-7 p.m. in the Parish Hall 

 

Seafood Chowder, Cheesy Broccoli Soup,  
Potato Soup, fish sandwiches,  

grilled cheese sandwiches, dessert & drink 
 

$10 for adults, $5 for children ages 6-12, $35 family max 
 

NO MEAL ON FRIDAY, MARCH 25 

SPRING SALAD 
LUNCHEON:  
Thursday,  
March 17 from 
11am to 1pm 
St. Andrew Catholic 
Church, 110 E. Ash 
Street, Fairbury.   
Serving Ham, Salads, 
Rolls & Beverages.  
By Donation Only.  
Carry-outs available.  
Hosted by the Altar 
& Rosary Society of 
St. Andrew Church. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiStKL92Y_ZAhVF44MKHTQcCegQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ctcumc.org%2Flent2015&psig=AOvVaw3Cd9PSG9ui6tGeOqCaX_51&ust=1517951931965625
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ST. MARY’S SCHOOL  

NEW FAMILY REGISTRATION FOR GRADES K-8  
for the 2022-2023 school year has begun.   
Why choose us? 
 Full, state private school recognition 
 Certified teachers 
 Scholarships available 
 K-8 building, one class of each 
 Religion, music, art, PE and computer classes 
 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd religion program (grades K-3)  
Register online at school.stmaryspontiac.org.  For more information, or to schedule a tour, contact the school office 
at 815-844-6585. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
We strive to ensure that our youth are able to receive a Catholic education despite the possible inability to 
pay. Through the Invest in Kids Act, K - 12 students have the opportunity to receive Illinois tax credit scholarships 
to attend private schools. This scholarship opportunity is available to all income-eligible St. Mary's families. Schol-
arships cover up to 100% of private school tuition and fees and will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Applications for the 2022-2023 school year will be accepted beginning January 12, 2022. If you have financial 
need, please take advantage of this opportunity. Confidentiality is maintained in this process. For complete details 
on income eligibility guidelines or to submit an application, visit the Empower Illinois website. You may also con-
tact the school office for more information. 
 
SPALDING SCHOLARSHIPS:  Your child can attend a Catholic School, Financial Assistance Available 
 Tuition assistance scholarship grants from the endowment fund established as a result of the Diocese of Peoria 
ROOTED IN FAITH Campaign and named in honor of Archbishop Spalding, the first Bishop of Peoria, will be available for 
the 2022-2023 school year for students enrolled in or intending to enroll in grades Kindergarten through 12 in any Catholic 
school located in the Diocese of Peoria whose families are active members of a Catholic parish in the diocese.  All grants will 
be based on financial need objectively assessed.  Information about the grants and application materials may be obtained from 
any Catholic elementary or secondary school in the Diocese of Peoria or on the Diocesan website www.cdop.org under Catho-
lic Education and then under Financial Assistance.  Consult the detailed protocols and procedures and checklist for all re-
quirements necessary to be eligible for an award.  Parents must apply online at:  online.factsmgt.com/aid.  Families of stu-
dents currently receiving grants are reminded that all grants are for one year only, and anyone seeking to renew a grant for the 
2022-2023 school year must reapply.  Deadline date for the completed application is April 29, 2022.  Notification of grant 
awards will be made by the end of June 2022.        
 Another funding opportunity is also available due to the Invest in Kids Act legislation in Illinois. Students may be 
eligible for up to 100% of tuition and fees under a new program for tax credit scholarships (TCS).  Details on how to apply 
and who qualifies are available on the Empower Illinois website at www.empowerillinois.org.  Students who receive a TCS 
are ineligible to receive a Spalding award. 

MATCHING GIFT CHALLENGE 
Through the Invest in Kids Act, students living at or below the federal pov-
erty level can receive a scholarship to attend St. Mary’s School.  Scholar-
ships cover up to 100% of private school tuition and fees.  We have 24 
students (with tuition totaling $79,200) who have qualified and are on 
the waiting list, hoping to receive a scholarship for the 2022-2023 
school year.  We are pleased to announce that a generous donor has 
created a 1:1 matching gift program. For every dollar donated, this donor 
will match the gift up to $10,000!  We need to raise $10,000 by April 15 
to unlock the full gift. Additionally, Caterpillar employees and retirees 
can have their gift matched by the Caterpillar Foundation. A $1,000 gift 
matched twice becomes $3,000 to SMS!  All donations must be made di-
rectly to Empower Illinois, our Scholarship Granting Organization. Donors will receive a 75% state tax credit for their donation.  
If you can help, call the school office at (815) 844-6585 or email Danielle Gill at gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org.   

https://empowerillinois.org/students/how-do-i-apply/
https://cdop.org/
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid
http://www.empowerillinois.org
mailto:gill.danielle@stmaryspontiac.org
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE   
HOLY FATHER FOR MARCH  

For a Christian response to bioethical challenges:  We pray for 
Christians facing new bioethical challenges; may they continue to 
defend the dignity of all human life with prayer and action. 
 

CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO 
7 days a week, 24 hours a day!  Catholic 
Spirit Radio broadcasts EWTN and local 
programming for you! It’s lively, enter-
taining, and informative.  Catholic Spirit 
Radio is on 89.5 FM and 92.5 FM, and 
now on 88.3 FM in the Pontiac area, and 
online at www.catholicspiritradio.com  
We would like to thank the following 
local businesses for underwriting the 

efforts of Catholic Spirit Radio:  Knights of Columbus Council 
#854, Edinger’s Filling Station, Fogarty’s Garage & Lyons-
Sullivan Realty.  If you would like to support CSR, please contact 
Jerry LoPiccalo at 630-514-6221.    
CHILDREN’S ROSARY ON CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO:  
Every Sunday and Wednesday at 8:30pm, tune in to hear  St. 
Mary’s School students pray the Rosary.  Five ways to listen!   
Catholic Spirit Radio on 88.3 FM  
online at www.catholicspiritradio.com  
Roku Channel Store  
Alexa play Catholic Spirit Radio  
Audio now 605-472-9380 
MASS IS BROADCAST EACH MORNING AT 7AM 
 
PRAYERFUL PILGRIMAGE TO SUPPORT VOCATIONS:  
Explore France with Father Timothy Hepner September 24-October 
4, 2022 with an optional pre-tour to Lourdes September 21-25, 
2022.  For more information, please contact co-host Bonnie New-
man at (309) 737-0059 or email bonnie@bluehorizon.net   Pro-
ceeds from this tour will go to the Monsignor Carton Scholarship 
Fund to help finance the seminarians in the Diocese of Peoria. 
 
PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND WITH FATHER DA-
VID:  October 29-November 9.  Deacon Matt Levy will guide 
this trip with Fr. David offering Masses at each stop along the pil-
grim Way of Jesus Christ to the cross.  Call Fr. David at 309-536-
0027 for more information. 
 
 

WE ARE PLEASED TO AN-
NOUNCE THAT WE NOW 
HAVE AN AMAZONSMILE 
ACCOUNT:   

How does AmazonSmile work?   
Go to our website church.stmaryspontiac.org > Stewardship 
> Amazon Smile. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price to the customer’s selected charitable organization. Go 
to smile.amazon.com every time you shop.  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 13, 2022 
Sunday  Second Sunday of Lent 
  Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14.;  
  Phil 3:17-4:1 or Phil 3: 20-4:1; Lk 9:28b-36 
Monday  Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 & 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday  Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 & 23;  
  Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16; Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday St. Patrick    
  Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday  St. Cyril of Jerusalem    
  Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 
  20-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday St. Joseph   2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-
  5, 27 & 29; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 
  24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
Sunday  Third Sunday of Lent   Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15;  
  Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12;  
  Lk 13:1-9 

http://www.catholicspiritradio.com
http://church.stmaryspontiac.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/


PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL FAMILIES THIS YEAR 

 

For 2022, we ask everyone to pray for specific church and school families each weekday. 

A list will be published here in the bulletin and in the newsletter you receive in the mail. 

Please remember these families in your prayers each day for them to grow in their faith this year.   

  
 Mon Mar 14 Dona Blair Family, Payton Roger’s Family 
 Tues Mar 15 Nancy Boitnott Family, Adrian & Bianca Gill’s Family 
 Wed Mar 16 Cal & Mary Brainard Family, Adam Vitzthum’s Family 
 Thurs Mar 17 Maria Blair Family, Liam & Brooks Lawrence’s Family 
 Fri Mar 18 Joan Bolan Family, Mallory Masching’s Family 
 Mon Mar 21 Mary Lou Branz Family, Tristin Bednar’s Family 
 Tues Mar 22 Joan Blocker Family, Olivia & Eli Miller’s Family 
 Wed Mar 23 Martin & Anne Bourgeois Family, Marcos Borrego’s Family 
 Thurs Mar 24 Robert & Lynette Branz Family, Rhys & Chase Carley’s Family 
 Fri Mar 25 Mary Lee Brown Family, Leah Clement’s Family 
 

MAY GOD BLESS ALL OUR FAMILIES EVERY DAY! 
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